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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

New Year’s . . . take three
By Pastor Mark R. Renn

I believe that our church is
entering a season of dramatic growth in ministry
and in personal discipleship.

Celebrating the start of my
third New Year at Providence Presbyterian is a
source of great energy and
Director of Youth
excitement for me. I have
Ministries
written two New Year’s articles since I started, and each The most exciting component of this new season is
time I have focused on the
bright future on the horizon. the hiring of Chris Ellis to
become the new Shared
Director of Youth Ministries
This year’s article will be a
between Providence and
little bit different. Not
because we don’t have great Overlook Presbyterian
Churches. Our churches
things on the horizon, but
because we are about to step have partnered to hire a
youth director so that we
into the bright light in the
present! For two-and-a-half might be able to invest fully
in the faith development of
years, the leadership of the
our young people. Provichurch has been working
dence has been waiting for
toward implementing the
this day to come for a long
ministry models needed to
meet the needs and goals of
our church and community.
These goals were laid out
by the congregation in the
Percept process, and were
handed over to me to
develop into reality.
With the help and leadership of the Session, we
have paved the way for
a dynamic chapter in the
life of this congregation.

time, and I am
thankful to say
that it is here!
Our shared
search committee met with a
number of candidates and
unanimously
approved Chris
Ellis for the
position. We believe that
Chris has what it takes to
both boldly and compassionately minister to our
young people. His innate
ability to work the Gospel
into his speech, life, and
work was one of his most
attractive features for the
committee. It was clear to us
that his relationship with
Christ so saturates his life,
that it can’t help but spill out
into the relationships he
forms in this world.
We have found a smart,
caring, and energetic candidate for this position, and I
very much look forward to
working with him. We will
let Chris introduce himself
further in next month’s
newsletter.

2nd Quarter
With a staff member focused
solely on the needs of the
youth, this also frees me to
be able to develop new
ministries for the rest of the
congregation.
The first new ministry we
will be launching, after I
catch my breath over the
holidays, will be a completely original young adult
ministry called “2nd Quarter.” This is a ministry for
those in the second quarter
of their life (roughly 21-39,
but don’t do the math.)
2nd Quarter is a young adult
ministry for those looking
(See “New Year’s” on page 3)

Providence Presbyterian
Church
(251) 633–9701
www.providence-pc.org
Office@Providence-pc.org
Mark Renn, Pastor
Email: pastor@providence-pc.org
Cell phone: (251) 895–3216
Betty Blakeman, Administrative
Assistant
Chris Duncan, Music
Director
Courtney Duncan, Multimedia
Debra Ehman, Nursery Staff
Joanne Hayes, Bookkeeper
Wendy Mouner, Nursery Staff
Amber Nelson, Nursery Staff
Gene Noce, Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Ken Gadomski
660–8565
Session
Laura Anderson
454-6093
Evangelical Missions
Nedra Bloom
661–9669
Clerk of Session
Steve Crenshaw
649–9518
Worship
Al Drinovsky
634–0860
Stewardship
Pam Garner
649–4816
Nurture
Liz Gross
607–7309
Youth
C. J. Kriner
990–5783
Buildings and Grounds
Linda Payne
660–8565
Discipleship
Lori Seman
776–6216
Worship
Jeny Williams
633–5976
Fellowship
Mission Coordinator
Jerry Williams
633–5976
Shepherd Program Director
Pam Garner
649–4816

We are about to step into the bright light in
the present!
Inside
2nd Quarter schedule............2
Circle Time @ the Castle
schedule ............................2
Volunteer opportunities ......4
O’Rourke Elementary ..........4
Ladies Bible study ................4
Street Youth Ministry of

Providence Press is published
monthly by Providence Presbyterian Church. The deadline for
articles is the second-to-the-last
Sunday of the month. Email
articles to kengadomski@
comcast.net or leave them in the
newsletter box in the Church
office. This month’s contributors:

Austin ................................5
Session activities ...................6
The Kingdom of God is alive
and well in Mobile, AL ...7
Puppet workshop ...............10
Live nativity ........................12
Boy Scout Troop 292 ..........14

 Laura Anderson  Betty
Blakeman  Nedra Bloom  Jessi
Gadomski  Linda Payne  Mark
Renn  Manny Russo  Lori
Seman  Jeny Williams

Condolences ........................16
Worship volunteers............16
Funny side of parenting ....16
Just for kids..........................16
January calendar.................17
Real church billboards .......18

• page 2 •

(“New Year’s” from page 1)
for Christian community,
engaging worship, thoughtful
discussion, honest prayer, and
meaningful fellowship. These
gatherings will take place on
Tuesday nights—we will meet
twice a month as a large

co-ed group and then once a
month for men’s/women’s
small groups. Chris Duncan’s
band “Caravel” has agreed
to offer its talents as the
official worship team for “2nd
Quarter.”
It has long been the desire
of the congregation and
Session to enhance our ability
to minister to new young
adults and their families, as
this is one of the main ways
that a church ensures its future
success.

Hillsdale Presbyterian
Church Partnership
It also gives me great pleasure
to announce a nascent concept
for ministry in partnership
with Hillsdale Presbyterian
Church. Our mission, outreach,
and food ministry teams have
come together to form a unique
and creative partnership with
HPC to launch a new, regular
food ministry to those in the
Hillsdale community.
We are basing this model on
our work with Faith By Works
in Grand Bay. We hope to
serve a meal once a week,
sponsor food giveaways once
a month, and design and
install a community garden on
their campus.

We have received a $1000
grant as well as promised
funds from the Presbytery
to fund this effort at community and church revitalization. This is a brilliant way
for our church to live out our
mission statement of “giving
ourselves away for the sake
of the Gospel.” The two
churches will work together
to develop a multi-stage
plan for implementation
starting in January. Stay
alert for ways that you can
join us in this Kingdom
building endeavor!

Circle Time @ the
Castle
Finally, we plan to add new
educational and discipleship
building opportunities for
all ages in 2011. Several
small groups are in the process of forming, and many
creative off campus small
group ministries have been
conceived.

Providence offers
visitors a rare
experience of
hospitality,
love, and
acceptance
that is hard to
find in many
congregations. With
these new ministries and efforts
to build intentional
community, I believe
that we are in the midst of
providing a well balanced,
thoughtful ministry model
for all ages. Find a ministry
Ministry model for in which to invest yourself,
and I’m confident that God
all ages
will reveal to you a variety
With our young adult minis- of surprising results.
try in place, I hope you can
Trusting God for Great
start to see how all of these
Things,
ministries might work
together to make Providence
the place for authentic worship, fellowship, and community for ALL ages in West
Mobile. I believe firmly that
Of these, we plan
to launch “Circle
Time @ the
Castle” in February. This
will be a
group for
young children that
meets at Pete’s
Party Castle up
the street. We
hope that this
group will allow us to
create new relationships
with young families in our
community.

CATAPULT announces missional grant recipients
12/16/2010—(3.0 Missional Leadership) The goal of the Catapult Conference [September 22-24 at Christ United Methodist Church] was to launch leaders into Kingdom mission. Rather than simply providing another educational opportunity, our efforts focused
on promoting missional action. To that end, the proceeds of the Catapult Conference
were offered to participants in the form of “missional grants.” We were thrilled to receive
19 grant proposals for a wide range of worthy projects. Today, we are pleased to
announce the awarding of $7,270 to be distributed among eight congregations. These
small grants will help initiate missional projects to bless communities in the name of
Jesus Christ, and put into action the principles shared at the Catapult Conference. We are
grateful to all those who submitted proposals and praise God for the Kingdom work
accomplished through the faithfulness of each congregation!
Grant recipients include the following:
Providence Presbyterian. Mobile, Alabama (Pastor Mark Renn)
Providence Presbyterian is multiplying its own successful experience with community
gardening by partnering with Hillsdale Presbyterian Church to plant a community garden in the Hillsdale community. This garden is one part of a much larger effort to come
alongside a struggling congregation in a troubled neighborhood and work together
across racial lines for the glory of God.
Excerpted from http://www.awfumc.org/news/detail/595
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Monthly collections
for O’Rourke
Elementary School

Volunteer opportunities
By Laura Anderson, Evangelical Missions Elder
The Evangelical Missions team is pleased to announce
opportunities for service to our community. We will be
building a house, feeding the hungry, working to improve
the lives of children, and helping the disabled. Be sure to check the bulletin at church and the
website (providence-pc.org) for more information about these coming events.

January

February

Monthly collections continue for O’Rourke Elementary School teachers and
students. There is a large
container in the Narthex for
all donations.

January


Copy paper

February


#2 lead pencils

March


Notebook paper (wideruled)

April


Scissors

May


Washable glue/glue
sticks

June/July


Special activity—Fill a
backpack

Ladies Bible Study
By Jeny Williams

March

April
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Starting Monday, January
17, there will be a 9-week
Beth Moore-led class studying Esther. A study book is
available to keep current
with this exciting adventure.
We will meet in the sanctuary starting at 7:00 pm and
anticipate this being a valuable spiritual opportunity.
For more information or to
order the study guide,
please call Jeny Williams
(633-5976) or Betty Montjoy
(633-311).

By Pastor Mark R. Renn
This past summer, our youth
had an opportunity to serve
the “street kids” of Austin
(the kids themselves prefer
this to ‘homeless kids’
because they consider the
streets their home) with
Terry Cole on our mission
trip.
For many of our youth, this
was one of the most meaningful aspects of our trip.
Terry Cole is a member of
my former church in Austin
who quit his job several
years ago to become a fulltime missionary in his home
town of Austin. He now
gives his life fully to this
ministry, walking the streets

Terry Cole (left)

daily meeting new street
kids and leading them into
meaningful relationships
with Christ.

Big questions about
the source of hope

In effect, he runs a youth
ministry for teenagers and
young adults who live on
the streets near the campus
of the University of Texas.
He wrote the following article (reprinted with his permission) about a meaningful
contact over the last month. I
thought our congregation
would enjoy this as we venture into serving others in
our hometown.

We were beginning our
weekly prayer time when
“Bart,” a 20-year-old street
youth, plopped down on a pillow. “How are you?” I asked.
He responded, “I don’t know,
but I came to pray.” Bart had
act in my life to . . .” “Give
never expressed interest
before, so I waited to see what me strength to resist drugs.”
“Help me find a job.” “Give
would happen next.
me a warm place to stay this
We began a prayer concert, pat- winter.” Bart interrupted:
terned after an idea advanced “This feels like we’re treating God like Santa Claus.”
in 1744 by a leading Scottish
revivalist. In a prayer concert, This caught everyone’s
attention. I responded, “We
people each contribute brief
thoughts to a shared prayer led can sometimes begin to treat
God like Santa or some reliby the director. The prayer
focuses on a moving set of top- gious genie. And you’re
right—that’s not good.
ics offered by the director.
However, the Bible tells us
to share with God what we
I began, “God is . . .” “Love,”
need. And it’s full of examoffered one youth. “Powerful,” answered another. “Elu- ples of God answering the
prayers. The Bible doesn’t
sive,” responded Bart. I
promise God will always
continued, “I’m thankful
answer—and definitely not
for . . .” “Life.” “Breath.”
“Everything and nothing” was exactly—but it does promise
that He hears and responds.
Bart’s contribution. “What’s
And this gives us hope.
going on is . . .” “I’m struggling.” “I’m enjoying the holi- There is a difference
between building up hope in
days.” “Drama.” “Running
God’s ability to provide
away from God.” The last
things and mistreating God
answer came from Bart. I
like a personal genie. But we
signaled the portion that is
have to dare to let hope live
confession. “I admit that . . .”
in our hearts. And some“I’ve been unable to say
times that’s hard. Especially
away from alcohol.” “I’m
on the streets. Especially
angry.” “I’ve been lustful.”
when people have hurt us so
“I’ve hurt people to help
much.”
myself.” Bart uttered the
last two statements.
Bart stayed after the prayer
time was over. “What’s
We began to ask God for
action. “I want You, God, to
(See “Hope” on page 6)

By Terry Cole
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(“Hope,” from page 6)
really going on?” I asked. He
pointed to his necklace: “I
wear half a cross because I’m
only a half-way Christian. I
believe, but I don’t. I want to
be good, but I’m not. I talk
about Jesus, but I don’t try to
convince friends that He’s real.
I’m not even sure myself.” I
assured him, “Everyone has
doubts. A wise man once said,
‘If you don’t occasionally
doubt, you’re probably not
believing big enough.’ The
more your relationship with
Christ means to you—the
more valuable it becomes—the
more likely you are to doubt
once in a while.” Then Bart
shared, “Lately, I’m feeling
called to become a street minister. That’s crazy. I can’t even
help myself. I’ve never even
known a home. How could I
help others?”
We prayed together, “Father,
show me the way. Guide me
on Your path for me. Help me
to learn to help myself. Turn
my past pain and troubles into
help for others. We thank You
for how You’re changing
Bart’s life so much that we
won’t even recognize it in five
years.”
I asked, “Does praying give
you hope? Does it make you
feel like it could really happen?” He shrugged, “I’m not
sure what I feel. Maybe. Just a
little.” Bart isn’t sure what the
future holds for him, but he is
wrestling with a relationship
with his creator and his savior.
Bart is asking big questions
about the source of hope.
In this Advent season, I pray
that Bart and everyone discover afresh that hope comes
directly from a relationship
with Jesus—from His unending and limitless love. And
that we can lead lives worthy
of Him in

Session Activities
November 14
Session meeting
Contributed by Nedra
Bloom, Clerk of Session
 Received correspondence
regarding a youth program at Government
Street Presbyterian.
 Received a thank-you
note from O’Rourke
Elementary School.
 Approved the minutes of
the October 10 Session
meeting
 Were informed that a
team from Providence,
including Pastor Mark,
will provide breakfast and
holiday celebration at 15
Place on Sunday, December 26, and that the Worship Team will arrange a
substitute to lead worship
at Providence.
 Were informed that the
Presbytery is planning an
officer training event on
January 22.
 Were informed that
Pastor Mark would like to
institute a new program
in which visiting families
would be invited to dinner by congregational
host families to provide a
significant welcome.
 Were informed that
Pastor Mark plans to
begin a New Member
class in January.
 Decided to begin the elder
nominating process earlier this year to provide
ample time to select
new elders and provide
training before the annual
retreat and installation.

 Nominated ruling elders
Laura Anderson and
Nedra Bloom to represent
the Session on the Elder
Nominating Committee.
 Called a congregational
meeting for December 5
(later changed to December 12) to select three more
members of the Elder
Nominating Committee.

 Were informed by the
Fellowship elder that the
Live Nativity will be on
Sunday, December 19,
and that Jeny Williams
and Laura Anderson will
lead the planning team.
 Were informed that the
youth mission trip to New
Orleans went well and
that the Wednesday night
partnership with Overlook Presbyterian is
growing.

 Decided that the Elder
Nominating Committee
will be asked not to nominate anyone from the
 Were reminded by the
committee itself.
Discipleship Elder of the
small group leadership
 Decided that the Elder
training to be held in
Nominating Committee
December.
will be charged with
deciding how many
 Were informed that the
elders to nominate—
Stewardship Elder is
that is, 3 elders to create a
working on the budget.
Session of 9 members, 4
 Were informed by the
for 10, 5 for 11, or 6 for 12.
Worship Elders that
 Charged the Elder NomiThe Well will be schednating Committee with
uled for Saturday,
trying to bring nominaDecember 4.
tions to the congregation
 Were requested by the
by February 15.
Evangelical Missions
 Reviewed the church
Elder to send her updated
calendar.
team lists for the bulletin
board in the hallway.
 Received the Treasurer’s
Report.
 Were informed by the
Building and Grounds
 Approved a motion to
elder that several projects
create a 2011 balanced
are being planned for the
budget.
coming months.
 Discussed personnel
matters.
 Were informed by the Fellowship Elder that the
annual Hanging of the
Greens will be on Saturday, November 27, that
participants will be
encouraged to bring cookies to share, and that Liz
Gross will plan an activity
to round out the event.
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The Kingdom of God is Alive and Well in Mobile, AL
Editor’s Note: Linda Payne
delivered the following sermon
during worship on Sunday,
December 26, while Pastor
Mark Renn and a number of
congregants from Providence
served breakfast and Christmas
cheer to the clients of 15 Place
in downtown Mobile.

worship and praise which is
due to God not only in music
and prayers in this place, but
in every act of obedience,
service, and love we carry
out for and with his children
of every place and nation.

In some ways, our journey
begins with the Missional
By Linda Payne
Church movement, a transformation in many AmeriWhile some of our members can mainstream churches
are ministering and sharing which has been described as
fellowship with our friends shifting the way we bring
at 15 Place, our pastor
Jesus into the world to a “go
wanted me to share with
and see” approach from the
you a bit of the journey
more traditional “come and
which has led us to this
see” approach “which
unlikely place on the Sunday attaches us to buildings, promorning of Christmas week- grams, staff, and a wide variend. I say led “us” because
ety of goods, and services
even though we are surely
designed to attract and
sitting here in our warm and entertain people. . . . To live
cheery sanctuary, next to the missionally is to focus
Christmas tree, we are just as wholly on sacrificially living
surely worshipping at 15
for Christ and others where
Place with those with whom we adopt a missionary
we are one. For we know
stance in relation to our culthat our church is not this
ture. It speaks of the very
edifice of bricks and mortar, nature of the Jesus follower”
or even Providence Presby- (from Rick Meigs, quoted on
terian, but the body of
www.friendofmissional.org).
Christ. And we are connected in that body with all Perhaps our first big step in
its many members, and the
missional living was in
important task we share is to establishing our community
bring God’s kingdom into
garden. As the beautiful site
this world. And we give the took shape outside our

windows, I know many
wondered just how much of
an impact it would make.
But, just as planned, it
brought people from our
own congregation together
in new ways; it attracted
participation from nonmembers in the community;
it helped raised awareness of
the benefits of wholesome,
locally-grown food; and it
served as an inspiration to
others. Pastor Mark has
become the guru of community gardens, especially
among Mobile congregations, but also throughout
the state as he speaks at
faith-based and secular conferences and provides workshops and hands-on help to
other churches or groups.
Our work has been featured
prominently in the local
paper, helping the community to better know just who
we are.
As well as helping us get our
hands dirty, Pastor Mark
took a big step in bringing
the missional movement to
our minds and hearts by
introducing the Session to
the work of Reggie McNeal,
with the book The Present
Future. Pastor’s Study led off
with a book called Everything Must Change by Scott
McLaren, then read The Violence of Love by Archbishop
Oscar Romero, both of
which inspired us with new
ways to think about the
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church in the world. We also
read McNeal’s Missional
Renaissance, which forced us to
confront his criticisms of the
traditional church. But it was
Under the Overpass, Mike Yankoski’s narrative of his year
living on the streets, that
“moved” us to actually move
out of our comfortable seats.
As we read of
Yankoski’s choice
to experience
homelessness to
learn to rely
wholly on God,
it made me think
of a favorite Rich
Mullins song about the most
important homeless person of
all time. It’s called “You Did
Not Have a Home” (on the CD
The Jesus Record).
The passage from Yankoski
that made the greatest impact
on our group came from a discussion of the best ways to
meet the needs of the homeless. Having explained the
advantages of gift certificates
over cash, he said,
After saying all that, I think
the most meaningful gift
might be your genuine
attention and caring. It was
amazing how much a smile
or quick “hello” did for [us]
on the streets, partly because
such kindnesses were so
rare. When someone
stopped to talk, even for a
(See “Alive and Well” on page 8)

(“Alive and Well,” from page 7) gift we wanted to give was
ourselves. We didn’t want so
minute, the underlying
much to give handouts of
powerful message was,
food as to share a meal with
“I notice you, you’re a
the people we met. We talked
human being, and you’re
about our fears, which were
worth my time” (p. 174).
of “messing up” and not
being worthy of our task. We
So with that message in our
prayed for the Holy Spirit to
hearts, we invited the whole
guide and motivate us.
church to join with us by
knotting blankets at the
The Mobile Christmas
Hanging of the Greens, and
parade was that day, and the
presenting them beneath the
streets of the city were
Christmas tree. Many folks
mostly empty, but we found
also donated miniature toia group of homeless brothletries to be given to those
ers and sisters in a park
living on the street. And you
between Airport and Govcan see we’ve continued that
ernment. Although we
tradition this year with a
expect to find the homeless
number of blankets under
in downtown areas, this
the tree.
park was near the bus station and had become a
center for people coming to
Mobile who then had no
place to go. We learned that
the soup was enormously
nurturing and popular. We
didn’t find any people who
were too scary to talk to. We
learned that one of the biggest hazards on the streets is
having your few belongings
in the world stolen if you
turned your back on them
for a minute, so the homeless
are almost always in need of
backpacks and knapsacks.
We learned that, above all
other provisions of jackets
and blankets, the provision
most valued by our new
friends were warm, dry,
socks. It was impossible to
have too many socks.
A few weeks later, a group of
5 men, 3 women, and a 4year-old, trudged out into
the December cold with a
huge pump thermos of Pastor Mark’s famous chicken
potato soup, a bag of Kathy
Taylor’s cookies, 2 dozen
Krispy Kreme donuts, lots of
steaming-hot coffee, and
bags of donated clothing filling up the beds of two
pickup trucks. But the main

Faith by Works at Bethlehem Baptist Church in Grand Bay (L-R):
Debbie Simmons, Jessi Gadomski, Linda Crossley, Gene Crossley,
Mary Mastrangelo
and medication for Martha’s
medical needs. And if you
ask those who have been
involved, you might be surprised at how much they’ve
gained from being used by
God.

from the gardeners of the
Providence Community Garden, each of whom had promised to donate a portion of
their harvest to feed the hungry. But we wanted to get
involved in a personal way, so
on May 4, seven members of
We were eager to go out
our team set out from Proviagain, and set a date by
dence to a white clapboard
Pastor Mark’s calendar. Pas- church at the corner of paved
tor’s calendars can change
and dirt roads, and arrived at
quickly, however, and we
the church prepared to cook
learned just a few days
and serve spaghetti with meat
ahead of time that Mark
sauce, tossed salad, garlic
wouldn’t be able to go along. bread, and grapes for 80 carryOur immediate inclination
outs. We were surprised to
was to reschedule, but he
find ourselves serving 137! We
urged us to go without him didn’t need a miracle of loves
to confirm our commitment and fishes, however, since the
to our task and to each other. pantry at the ministry proSo we met for scripture and vided backup. But we experiprayer, and set out for a new enced the miracle of love and
adventure without our fear- were committed to a monthly
less leader. This experience turn at providing and serving
changed my life. I learned in lunches.
an unprecedented manner
Another of our spring activiThe greatest thing that hap- that when I stop worrying
about
what
I
can
or
can’t
do,
ties was a tour and orientation
pened that day, however,
the
Lord
can
truly
work
at 15 Place, a downtown day
was that we met Martha and
through
me
to
do
His
will.
center for homeless people,
George. Many of you know
where lunch is provided each
them, as they have become a
Having
seen
our
enthusiasm
week day, people can take
consistent presence in our
for
our
new
calling,
Pastor
shelter from the morning elecongregation. They were
Mark
told
us
about
a
free
ments, and many other seralready set to move into
lunch
program
in
Grand
Bay
vices are centralized. Some of
subsidized housing, but
at
Bethlehem
Baptist
these people spend the nights
folks from our church have
Church.
Session
had
deterat overnight-shelters, but they
been able to provide help in
mined
that
they
would
be
must leave in the morning and
moving in and setting up,
the
recipients
of
the
largesse
(See “Alive and Well” on page 9)
employment, and treatment
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(“Alive and Well,” from page 8) doing an outstanding job of
supporting existing missions
return only at supper time,
and developing new ones,
and others live on the streets
especially in reaching out to
full time. Laundry and
our neighbor O’Rourke Eleshowers are important for
mentary School. We have tiresanitation and well-being,
less volunteers like Jerry
and a mailing address and
Williams who give their time
phone number are available
and talents to bring the mesto each person to give to
sage to life whether through
social aid agencies and
providing sheep for our Live
potential employers.
Nativity shepherds or doing
repairs on L’Arche’s facilities.
They particularly like to
And the Pastor’s Study group
have groups come in and
will be reading Same Kind of
provide and serve a meal on
Different as Me, by Ron Hall and
the holidays to give their
Denver Moore a non-fiction
staff the day off, so we
story of a homeless ministry
signed up for Memorial Day.
and relationships that develop
Twenty members, family,
across that separating line.
and friends showed up to
cook, serve, and visit with
We will continue to find new
the “regulars.” After lunch
ways to “do church” just as
we shared in a rousing hour
significantly as if we were here
of bingo with caller Al
in the sanctuary. Our hunger
Drinovsky. Candy bars may
ministries run alongside our
never have been more preother mission activities in the
cious than the ones that were
community—participating in
won that day.
Habitat for Humanity builds
and helping with needed labor
So where do we go from
at the L’Arche Community, as
here? Laura Anderson is our
well as our financial support
designated elder for evangefor these organizations and
lism and missions, and she is
others such as Penelope House
and the Child Advocacy
Center.

15 Place: Bingo caller Al
Drinovsky

15 Place (L-R): Pastor Mark Renn and Benny Harden flip burgers
continue to expand our own
Food Pantry ministry
through the Bay Area Food
Bank and connections made
with local produce farmers.
And why do we do these
things? We do them because
they serve our brothers and
sisters, and we care. We do
them because the work is
often fun and meaningful,
and provides new bonds in
our own family as we share
in it together as fellowship
and even a kind of small
group relationship. We do
them because it helps us to
feel good about ourselves
and our place in this world.
But most of all, we do them
because we are commanded.
We seek to minister unto the
least of our brethren—least
in the eyes of the world, that
is—because we then minister unto Christ.

And as we heard a few
weeks ago, Jesus described
the coming of His kingdom
in this way to John the Baptist: “The blind see, the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the poor have
good news proclaimed to
them. Blessed is anyone who
takes no offense at me”
(Matthew 11:2-6). None of us
can do all these things, or
serve all people. But God has
given us the opportunity to
proclaim the good news to
the poor—whether in words
or in actions. We do these
things because God tells us
to, and Jesus has shown us
the way.

And today’s opportunity
makes a real statement, I think,
Thanks to you, the Kingdom
about our commitment to be
of God is alive and well in
Christ’s Church in the world.
Mobile, AL.
This year will be one of great
challenge to fulfill the tasks
that we have set up for ourselves, as well as new ones that
God will lay at our feet. We
will continue our own garden
and help to establish others
gardens and lunch programs
in other neighborhoods, we
will continue our relationship
with our brothers and sisters at
Grand Bay, we will deepen our
ties and participation in the
work of 15 Place, we will
financially support those
organizations doing God’s
work among the poor and
15 Place: Laura Fletcher sending Al Drinovsky the correct bingo
oppressed, and we will
calls telepathically.
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Puppet workshop—November 21
Veteran puppeteer Courtney Duncan led a puppet workshop
on Sunday, November 21, for youth and adults interested in
being part of Providence’s new puppet ministry. Additional
workshops will be scheduled in the future. If you’re interested in exploring your inner puppeteer, contact Discipleship
Elder Linda Payne.
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Previous page—Top left:
Courtney Duncan • Top
right: Donnie Garner •
Middle right: Joshua
Andrews • Bottom left and
right: Dean Gross
This page—Top left: Allison
Gross • Top right: Brian
Kane • Middle left: Laura
Anderson • Middle right
(L-R): Leah Andrews, Jude
Mosley • Bottom left: Linda
Payne • Bottom right (L-R):
Leah Andrews, Lydia Gross •
Photos by Ken Gadomski
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Live nativity—December 19
By Laura Anderson,
Evangelical Outreach Elder
Wise men came from afar, and
shepherds traveled to see the
holy family. Thanks to everyone who helped us bring the
Christmas message to our
community.

Top right (L-R): Mattia Pickett,
Julianna Kruse, Mykallah
Knowles, Katie Knowles, Renee
Knowles, Myra Roebuck
Middle right (L-R): Dean Gross,
Sydney Maule, Kelsey Fredelake,
Allison Gross
Bottom right (L:-R): Unknown,
Donnie Garner, Brian Kane
Photos by Laura Anderson, Jessi
Gadomski, Ken Gadomski
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Top left (L-R): Bill Berry, Mykallah Knowles, Renee Knowles,
Katie Knowles • Top right (clockwise from top left): Jeny
Williams, Stephanie Renn, Adria Mosley, Matthew Renn, Leah
Andrews, Max Hannan • Middle left (L-R): Debbie Smith,
Juliana Kruse• Middle right (L-R): Donnie Garner, Brian Kane,
Ryan Mouner • Above (L-R): Unknown, Unknown, John Curtis
Andrews • Left (L-R): Jude Mosley, Ken Gadomski, Guest
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Scoutmaster update
By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
December has been a fun
month—and one full of some
“hard lessons!”
It started out with a campout
at Fowl River. Let me remind
you that the land around Fowl
River is at sea level! We had a
beautiful Friday and Saturday
with rain expected on Saturday night. Let me again
remind you that Fowl River is
at sea level! Everyone was
given instructions on how to
put everything up and off the
bottom of their tent before the
rain moved in. Most scouts did
this, but a few others—mainly
the younger scouts—did not.
When the rain came down, the
water rose, seeped up from the
ground and, yes, some tents
were wet with 1"–2" of water
in them. This means that the
scouts’ sleeping bags, clothing,
and other gear got soaked and
then, adding insult to injury, it
got cold! These scouts were
wet, cold, and just plain miserable. I can assure you that they
learned a valuable lesson.
The troop also had a great
Christmas party on Tuesday,
December 14. We had plenty
of fried chicken, pizza, and
sweets. The boys brought a gift
and played “Dirty Santa.”
Everyone had fun. The troop
will not meet again until
January 4.

Winter Camp was a huge
success. The troop traveled
to Maubila Scout Reservation in Jackson, AL, for Winter Camp. We had 21 scouts
who attended, which is one
of the largest winter camp
contingencies we have ever
had. The reason for this is
that we have about 15 scouts
who can achieve their Eagle
Rank within the next year,
and they need a few Eagle
Required Merit Badges,
which are only taught during Winter Camp. Some of
Winter Ordeal (L-R): Adam (“Ordeal” member), Joseph, Zac
these badges include Citi(new “Brotherhood” member)
zenship into the Community, Citizenship in the
Nation, and Citizenship in
the World. It is obvious that
the Boy Scouts stresses the
importance of Citizenship
by requiring three badges on
this subject.
January will prove to be an
awesome month for the
troop. We will again travel
to Homosassa, FL, to “swim
with the manatees.” We will
depart on Friday and return
on Monday. The scouts will
put on wet suits and swim
close to the manatees, which
will usually roll over to get
their bellies scratched. Manatees are very “people
friendly” and enjoy contact
with us.
As you can see, the troop is
having a fun time and learning a lot about our responsibilities as a citizen. Thanks
for your support of the
troop.
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Condolences

Worship service volunteers schedule

To Joan Rommes

By Lori Seman, Worship Team



On the death of her
father, Martin Peebles.

Date
January 2

Liturgist
Nedra Bloom

January 9

Pam Fredelake

January 16

Don Bloom

January 23

Jerry Williams

January 30

Lydia Gross

Communion
Intinction
Laura Anderson
Don Bloom

Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
TBA
Bill Berry
Curtis Andrews
Nedra Bloom
Buck Bolton

Healing & Wholeness
Mary Mastrangelo

A first-grade teacher collected old, well-known
proverbs. She gave each
child in her class the first
half of a proverb and had
them come up with the rest.
Here are some interesting
results:


It’s always darkest
before . . . daylight
savings time.



Don’t bite that hand
that . . . looks dirty.



You can’t teach an old
dog new . . . math.



Happy is the bride
who . . . gets all the
presents!



A penny saved is . . . not
much.



Children should be seen
and not . . . spanked or
grounded.



If at first you don’t
succeed . . . get new
batteries.

Debbie Purvis
Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor
Betty Blakeman
Al Drinovsky
Michelle Nall
TBA

The funny side
of parenting
Contributed by Betty
Blakeman

Ushers
Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Mary Mastrangelo
Joan Rommes
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Larry Montjoy
Sharon Smith
TBA
TBA

January 2011
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

Everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new! —2 Corinthians 5:17a
2

3

9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

4

5

6

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Knit

Amy Creekmore

5:30 pm
Worship Team
meeting

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

11:00 am
Sunday School

New Year’s Day

7
Church office
closed

10:00 am–
2:00 pm
Distribute coldweather supplies

7:00 pm
Choir

9

10

9:30 am
Worship

11
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

11:00 am
Sunday School

12

8
9:00 am
Men’s Group

13

14

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Knit

Church office
closed

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Jessica Harden

15
TBD
Church work day

12:10 pm
Session
Cody Pritchett

16

17

18
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

19

9:30 am
Worship—
Communion
11:00 am
Sunday School

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

9:30 am
Faith by Works
mission

Martin Luther
King Day

5:30 pm
Mobility

CJ Kriner

Church Office
closed

7:00 pm
Choir

20
6:00 pm
Closely Knit

21
Church office
closed

22
9:00 am
Men’s Group

6:00 pm
Evangelical
Missions Team
meeting

TBD
Presbytery’s
officer training
event

7:00 pm (TBD)
Shepherds
meeting

Mykallah
Knowles

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

23
9:30 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

24
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

25
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

Debbie Smith

26

27

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Knit

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

28

29

Church office
closed

Pam Garner

30

31

9:30 am
Worship—
Wholeness

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

11:00 am
Sunday School

Gavin
Creekmore

1

2

3

4

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Knit

Church office
closed

Jude Mosley

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Aggie Roebuck

Dodi Berry
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5
9:00 am
Men’s Group
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Real messages seen on church billboards




CHURCH CAR PARK FOR MEMBERS ONLY
Trespassers will be
baptized!
No God - No Peace.
Know God - Know
Peace.



Free trip to heaven.
Details inside!



Try our Sundays. They
are better than Baskin
Robbins.







Fight truth decay—
study the Bible daily.



In the dark? Follow the
Son.







Do not wait for the
hearse to take you to
church.



If you’re headed in the
wrong direction, God
allows U-turns.

How will you send eternity—Smoking or Nonsmoking?

Come work for the Lord.
The work is hard, the
hours are long and the
pay is low. But the
retirement benefits are
out of this world.

Searching for a new
look? Have your faith
lifted here!



If you don’t like the way
you were born, try being
born again.

It is unlikely there’ll be a
reduction in the wages
of sin.



Dusty Bibles lead to
Dirty Lives.



Running low on faith?
Step in for a fill-up.



If you can’t sleep, don’t
count sheep Talk to the
Shepherd.



When the restaurant next
to a church put out a big
sign with red letters that
said, “Open Sundays,” the
church reciprocated with
its own message: “We are
open on Sundays, too.”



An ad for a church has a
picture of two hands holding stone tablets on which
the Ten Commandments
are inscribed. The headline
reads, “For fast, fast, fast
relief, take two tablets.”

Looking at the way
some people live, they
ought to obtain eternal
fire insurance soon.



This is a ch_ _ ch. What
is missing? (U R)



People are like tea
bags—you have to put
them in hot water before
you. know how strong
they are

