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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

State of the ministry
By Pastor Mark Renn
When speaking with our
newsletter editor, Ken
Gadomski, regarding the
cover article for the April
issue, we found ourselves trying to select a topic that was
both relevant and exciting. As
soon as we began compiling a
list of things that met either of
those two criteria, we realized
that LOTS of great things are
happening in the name of
Christ through our church.
I decided to write a “State of the
Ministry” article instead of a
“State of the Church” article
because I wanted to highlight
the fact that a lot of our ministry opportunities are happening outside of the church
building. As disciples of Christ,
we are called to minister and
make disciples wherever we
go, and we often realize that the
harvest is plentiful in the world
around us. The ministry that
we do in the name of Christ is
not always directly about “us,”
but it is always about the Kingdom of God.
A few months back, I introduced a number of new

ministry ideas that we were
going to try out in the new
year. I am excited to share
that those ministries are off
and running, and are developing their own momentum
and personality!

2nd Quarter

Our new young adult group
has found a great rhythm,
meeting twice a month for
co-ed Bible study and then
having separate nights for
the men and women to build
relationships and pray for
each other. Several young
adults from Overlook Presbyterian Church (OPC) have

also found a home in this
group, which only strengthens our current partnership
with OPC. When young
adults visit the church now,
it is great to be able to offer
something that is just for
them!

Mobility Youth
Ministry

lives of our students.
Through weekly lessons and
games at Mobility, and
access to Chris during the
week, our youth have really
been blessed by this new
addition to our church staff.
Chris has quickly built relationships with the youth and
parents and is even working
with the Presbytery Youth
Council and serving on the
committee for The Launch.
Look for a new monthly column by Chris, highlighting
what is going on in Mobility,
beginning in next month’s
edition of this newsletter!

Our new shared (with OPC)
Director of Youth Ministries
Chris Ellis has already
made a strong impact in the

In addition, we’ll be enjoying the second year of the
Dewberry Jam fundraiser
within the next month. The
youth will pick the berries
and turn them into jam for
sale at the church.
(See “Ministry” on page 2)
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“The ministry that we do in the name of Christ is not always
directly about ‘us,’ but it is always about the Kingdom of God.”
(“Ministry,” from page 1)
Finally, the (semi)annual
Youth Yard Sale is scheduled for April 30. Funds
raised will be put toward
this summer’s youth trip.

Circle Time @ the
Castle

adults help out and get to
know each other. This has
been a great way to share all
of the great things that are
happening at Providence.

Hillsdale Farms
and . . .

Sonlight Café
(Opening Soon!)
Stephanie Renn, Ann
Bosarge, Jeny Williams,
Linda Payne, and Jessi
Gadomski have now hosted
two meetings of this new
outreach ministry, held at
Pete’s Party Castle, to young
families in our area. At the
first meeting, we had over 15
children, most of whom
showed up based on the
postcards we left at Pete’s
and the announcement they
put on their marquee.
The children enjoy ageappropriate stories, crafts,
and activities while the

for members of many
churches.
The seeds are in the ground
and are already sprouting. We
are currently in the process of
renovating the kitchen and
building storage in a food
pantry room.
On Saturday, April 9, we will
be working all day to rip out
the old kitchen cabinets and
install the new countertops,
sinks, and appliances. We
have just received notice that
the Presbytery will be granting
us $3,000 to complete the renovation of the kitchen and sustain our food ministry for the
first year! Praise be to God!
Our weekly meal service will
begin on Tuesday, May 3, so
stay tuned to your email for
ways that you can get
involved.

Children’s Ministry

We have been working
hard at Hillsdale Presbyterian Church to establish a
consistent food ministry
and community gardening
program. Work days have
been fun and meaningful
opportunities for fellowship

Discipletown has been a big
(See “Ministry” on page 3)
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(“Ministry,” from page 1)
hit this year, and the program is growing in exciting
ways. Several of our members attended a puppet
workshop to enhance our
ministry to children.
Also, we recently received a
very generous donation of a
brand new 37" flat-screen TV
for our Discipletown classroom. Now the kids will be
able to see and enjoy their
Sunday morning videos in
style! Thanks so much to our
donors, who wished to
remain anonymous.

Men’s and
Women’s Ministry
The women
have just
finished
their study
of Esther
and viewed
a fulllength
movie about Esther’s story
on Saturday, March 26.
The men
have been
using their
favorite
hymns as
the impetus for their
bi-weekly
discussions.
The Pastor’s Study
is now back
and enjoying a study
of the book
Same Kind
of Different
As Me by
Ron Hall
and Denver Moore.

Pam
Fredelake
continues
to offer a
great Sunday morning book
study and
discussion
of John
Ortberg’s If You Want To
Walk on Water, You Have to
Get Out of the Boat.

I’ve been told that most
of the teachers now know
and recognize Laura as a
representation of Providence Presbyterian when
she arrives. This is but a
first step in building new
relationships within our
community.

Providence Farms
Community
Garden

The
“Closely
Knit” group
continues to
enjoy fellowship
and Bible study while they
work on their knitting
projects.
New opportunities for Discipleship and Christian Education are forming all the
time, and we are willing to
consider and support any
classes that members would
like to teach.

O’Rourke
Elementary School
Partnership

Laura Anderson and the
Evangelical Missions Team
have been working hard to
establish an ongoing relationship with the teachers
and students at O’Rourke
Elementary. We have made
monthly donations of
school supplies and periodic
donations of snacks for the
teachers.

We are beginning our second full season of growing
at our church and are looking for new growers all the
time. If you or someone you
know are interested in growing vegetables here with us,
please direct them to our
website for the necessary
forms.
This is an exciting season of
new growth, budding possibility, and immense potential for a great harvest in the
name of our Savior. I invite
you to invest in some of the
ministries mentioned above
and find yourself growing in
unexpected ways.
God works best in our lives
when we open ourselves to
new opportunities and
allow ourselves to be used
by Him. There is no shortage
of places where your contributions are needed . . . get
engaged in ministry!
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“This is an
exciting season
of new growth,
budding
possibility, and
immense potential
for a great
harvest in the
name of our
Savior. I invite
you to invest in
some of these
ministries and
find yourself
growing in
unexpected
ways. God works
best in our lives
when we open
ourselves to new
opportunities and
allow ourselves
to be used by
Him. There is no
shortage of places
where your
contributions are
needed . . . get
engaged in
ministry!”

Evangelical
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O’Rourke Elementary School Partnership Habitat for Humanity Building Day
By Laura Anderson, Evangelical Missions Elder

By Laura Anderson,
Evangelical Missions Elder

Thanks
Saturday, May 14, will be
another Habitat for Humanity building day for Providence Presbyterian Church.
Our goal is to have 25 volunteers to help with the building project in the Hillsdale
Community. Mark you calendar now and plan to bring
a friend.
Volunteers must be at least
16 years of age.

The faculty and staff of O’Rourke Elementary School send
Providence Presbyterian a big thumbs up for the great treats
and pencils that we provided in March.

Future collections
There is a large container in the Narthex for all donations.
April
 Scissors
May
 Washable glue/glue sticks

June/July
 Special activity—Fill a
backpack

Hillsdale Presbyterian Church work day
By Laura Anderson,
Evangelical Missions
Elder
Bring your carpentry
tools, your cleaning
products, and yourself to Hillsdale Presbyterian on Saturday, April 9,
as we build the food pantry,
continue cleaning the building, and renovate the kitchen.

If you feel called
to help in this
ministry but want
to be outdoors,
bring your tools,
and come on.

A knitter’s basket: The gift of
independence
By Laura Anderson,
Evangelical Missions Elder
and Closely Knit Coordinator
We are so happy! We have
raised enough money to buy
a llama through Heifer International for a family in a
third-world country.
We don’t want the llama to
get lonely, so please help us
by purchasing a piece of the
puzzle. Each puzzle piece
can be purchased for $10.
The sheep is smiling because
someone has already
purchased 2 pieces of his

Plan to arrive at
8:00 am, and bring a lunch.
There is plenty for everyone
to accomplish.
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picture. The alpaca and
angora rabbit are still
waiting . . .

Fellowship
Upcoming fellowship activities
By Jeny Williams,
Fellowship Elder
Here are the established
dates for upcoming fellowship activities:
 Sunday, April 17,
after Sunday School
Taco lunch celebrating TAX
day

Annual Easter Egg Hunt

WATCH for how we will
devise your food to bring
on that day.
 Saturday, May 14
Church picnic at Donnie
and Melodie Garner’s
home
 Saturday, June 4
Supper Club

With the
wonderful March
potluck turnout
at the 11:00 hour,
we will have another
event swapping with
Sunday school.

Ladies Bible Study

By Laura Anderson,
Evangelical Missions Elder
and Easter Egg Hunt
Coordinator
The annual Easter Egg Hunt
will take place following
worship on Sunday,
April 24.
Please take a bag of plastic
eggs (available in the
Narthex) home, fill them,
and return them to church
by Thursday, April 21.
You can fill the eggs with
wrapped candy, stickers,
small toys, etc. Please be
sure the eggs are securely
fastened, and do not use any
candy that will melt.

Cleaning the Clutter Day

By Jeny Williams
The Monday ladies meetings
will not meet in April. We
are encouraging our lades to
concentrate on Lenten studies and the Easter season.
We will regroup in May and
determine our next study—
probably another Beth
Moore study. If anyone has
suggestions, please contact
Jeny Williams (633-5976) or
Betty Montjoy (633-3103).

By Laura Anderson
Hear Ye! Hear Ye!
Saturday, April 30, is
hereby declared Cleaning
the Clutter Day at Providence
Presbyterian Church.
While the Youth are having a
yard sale and the Men’s
Group is meeting, we will be
tackling the accumulation of
items in the classrooms and
doing deep cleaning. We
will begin our mission at
8:00 am.
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Providence Presbyterian
Church Community Garden
Plot Registration
Name___________________________________________________________ Date _____________________
Address ______________________________________________________________ ____________________
City____________________________________________________________ Zip ______________________
Phone (Home)__________________________________ (Work) _____________________________________
I plan to grow: _____________________________________________________________________________
 I agree to donate at least 25% of what I grow to be used for community outreach (used to feed the poor,
donated to families in need, or sold to raise funds for mission, etc.)
A plot fee of $15 is required before the plot can be assigned. This fee will go toward expenses of the
community garden (water bills, plant/seed purchases, community tools, etc.).
Please circle your t-shirt size as each grower in the Community Garden will receive a FREE t-shirt to help
publicize what we are doing! S M L XL XXL
Please mark at least three areas that you would be interested in volunteering with during the season. Each
gardener is expected to help during the season with general chores.
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___

General weeding (all areas)
Collecting coffee grounds (daily or weekly) from Starbucks for the compost
Path maintenance
Construction projects
Watering
Annual planting (this includes keeping most of the beds in constant production)
Fall cleanup
Composting (turning, keeping moist in summer, adding materials, sifting finished compost)
Social events (organizing garden parties, cookouts, etc)
Working at the Market in the Park (selling produce, talking to others about the garden and the church)
Serving at the Soup Kitchen that receives our fresh produce
Building new beds as we need them

I have read the Community Garden Rules and understand that failure to meet the guidelines will result in loss
of gardening privileges. If my assigned plot becomes overgrown, unsightly, or ceases production, I will clear it
out so that the space can be used by someone else. If I fail to do so, I understand that the plot will be made
available for general use.
Signature________________________________________________________ Date _____________________
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Session Activities
Contributed by Nedra
Bloom, Clerk of Session

February 20 Stated
Session Meeting

 Were informed that 2nd
Quarter continues to go
well.
 Were informed that the
first meeting of Circle
Time @ the Castle went
very well.

 Approved a motion to
accept Dorinda and
Elmer Hilbun into mem-  Reviewed the church
calendar.
bership. They will be
presented to the congre-  Received the Treasurer’s
gation during worship
report for January.
on February 27.
 Were informed that the
 Were informed by the
annual Session Retreat is
pastor of a Facebook
tentatively scheduled for
message from a young
May 20–21.
woman who had
 Approved a recommenattended worship and
dation from the Admini2nd Quarter and found
stration Team to consider
both to be friendly and
Jimmie Roebuck as an
welcoming.
employee rather than an
 Approved a motion to
independent contractor.
approve the minutes of
 Decided that small
the January 9 Stated
decisions like the loan of
Session Meeting and
chairs can be handled at
the February 6 Annual
the discretion of an
Congregational Meeting.
individual elder rather
 Received the Pastor’s
than being brought
Report.
before Session.
 Were informed by Laura  Were informed by the
Anderson about the
Fellowship Elder that a
recent Presbytery meetbrunch for all women is
ing, where she and
slated for March 26 as the
CJ Kriner were commisculmination of the study
sioners, along with
of the Book of Esther.
Pastor Mark.
 Were informed by the
 Were informed by the
Fellowship Elder that
pastor that the partnerpotential fellowship
ship with Hillsdale
events include a cookout
Presbyterian is off to a
and yard sale, but no spegreat start and that one
cific plans have yet been
member of Hillsdale
made.
commented that through
 Were informed that the
the work, “God is
Youth Team decided to
answering our prayers.”
ask youth to bring brown









bag suppers to Mobility
 Were informed that the
from March through
Nurture Elder had a meetMay since it has been difing with Nursery staff and
ficult to get adult
that many issues were
volunteers to provide
addressed.
dinners. Dinner fellow Were informed that the
ship will be preserved,
Nurture Elder has asked
but no dinner will be
that Buildings & Grounds
served.
Team to look into replacing
Were informed by the
the Nursery carpet because
Discipleship Elder that
it isn’t clean enough for
she is working on
crawling children.
preliminary plans for this
 Were informed that the
summer’s VBS, including
Buildings & Grounds Elder
dates, themes, and
is still trying to arrange a
materials.
curtailed contract with our
Were informed by the
cleaners.
Discipleship Elder that
 Were informed that a
the puppet workshop
Presbytery-wide meeting
was very good and that
of Presbyterian Women is
she hopes that more
scheduled for March.
adults and youth will
join the puppet team.
 Were informed that The
Launch summer camp is
Discussed a letter from
scheduled for June 25-30.
the group holding the
lease on the cell phone
 Discussed additional elder
tower site at the back of
issues.
our property, asking us
to convert it from annual March 6 Called
payments to a single
Session Meeting
lump sum. The Steward Accepted the resignation of
ship elder will investiChris Duncan as Music
gate and report to the
Director.
Session next month.
 Approved a motion that
Were informed that the
Laura Fletcher be appoint
Worship Elders plan to
to the Music Director
conduct a meeting of litSearch Team and that she
urgists to make sure
be allowed to select her
everyone knows what’s
own team members.
expected of them.

 Were shown two flyers
about the church, created
by the Evangelical Missions elder, that can
be handed out where
appropriate.

 Were informed that, until a
new Music Director is
hired, Laura Fletcher has
agreed to play music during worship and lead the
choir and that with
(See “Session” on page 10)
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Scoutmaster
update

All of this is part of scouting
and helps young men learn to
“carry on” despite harsh
weather conditions. Of course,
we always err on the side of
safety for every activity.

By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
March was another memorable month for outdoor
activities.

March is always a month of
growing for the troop. This is
when new scouts join Boy
Scouts from the Cub Scout
program. This month we had
12 new scouts join. They came
to us from Dodge Elementary,
Hutchins Elementary, and
Collier Elementary Schools.
We look forward to these
young guys learning about the
outdoors and becoming
responsible and honorable in
all that they do.

A canoe trip in the Delta was
planned during the weekend with a forecast of heavy
rains. Did we cancel it?
Nope! Did we reschedule it?
Nope! What did we do? We
went on the trip anyway.
Remember the word “outing” is found in the word,
“Scouting.”
We camped at a boat landing
and RV park in the delta and
canoed on Saturday morning. The weather was fine
but cloudy. We had a forecast of thunderstorms in the
afternoon, so we stayed in
camp and worked on team
building.

April will be loads of fun as we
have a shooting campout
planned. The scouts will shoot
shotguns/skeet, fire 22 caliber
rifles, and fire black powder
rifles, and the older scouts will
be able to fire hand guns.
These older scouts are part of
the Troop’s Venturing Crew,
which allows them to do many
high-adventure activities that
other scouts are not allowed to
do. This will be a lot of fun,
and the boys are looking forward to it.

Many team building games
were played with one game
called the “Trust Fall,”
which required each scout to
fall backward off a 4' high
wall into the locked arms of
his fellow scouts.
All scouts were caught successfully except one! You
guessed it. He smashed us to
the ground and hit the dirt
and gravel with his back
side. He no longer trusts us!
Despite this little mishap,
everyone walked away

laughing. We slept indoors
that night due to lighting.

remember the nights the
temperature dropped to
10 degrees, when it was
Boy Scouts often forget the
100 degrees in the shade
campouts in which the
and the mosquitoes ate us
weather was perfect and
up, or when it rained so
everything went well.
hard our tents almost floated
However, they always
away.
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Thanks again to Providence
Presbyterian Church for supporting the troop. God works
through you to make a difference in the lives of these young
men.

Order of the Arrow
On February 22, the
troop held Order of the
Arrow (OA) Elections.
The Order of the Arrow
is a service organization
whose mission is to provide service to the
Mobile Area Scout programs and to our Camp
Maubila in Jackson.
They also emphasize
Leadership development and “Service to
Others.”
The OA is known as the
“National Honor Society of Scouting,” and
only the best of the
best are elected to this
organization.
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(“Session,” from page 7)
Carolyn Weaver has
agreed to serve as
accompanist.
 Approved a motion to set
the accompanist’s salary.
 Discussed drummer
Jimmie Roebuck’s
salary.
 Discussed the multimedia position vacated by
Courtney Duncan.

Worship service volunteers schedule
By Lori Seman, Worship Elder
Date
April 3

Liturgist
Laura Anderson

Communion

Ushers
Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Mary Mastrangelo
Joan Rommes

April 10

Liz Gross

Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
TBA

April 17

Nedra Bloom

Debbie Purvis
Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor

April 24

Pam Fredelake

Betty Blakeman
Al Drinovsky
Michelle Nall
TBA

Shirley and Marcy
Finally, she said to Timmy, “Have you noticed that lady following us to school all week? Do you know her?”

By Anonymous; contributed by Betty Blakeman
A mom was concerned about her kindergarten son walking to
school. He didn’t want his mother to walk with him. She
wanted to give him the feeling that he had some independence but yet know that he was safe.

Timmy nonchalantly replied, “Yeah, I know who she is.”
The little girl asked, “Well, who is she?”
“That’s just Shirley Goodnest,” Timmy
replied, “and her daughter, Marcy.”

So she has an idea of how to handle it. She
asked a neighbor if she would please follow him to school in the mornings, staying at a distance, so he probably
wouldn’t notice her.

“Shirley Goodnest? Who the heck is she,
and why is she following us?”
“Well,” Timmy explained, “every
night my Mom makes me say the
23rd Psalm with my prayers ‘cuz
she worries about me so much. And
in the Psalm, it says, ‘Shirley Goodnest and Marcy shall follow me all
the days of my life,’ so I guess I’ll just
have to get used to it!”

The neighbor said that since she was
up early with her toddler anyway, it
would be a good way for them to get
some exercise as well, so she agreed.
The next school day, the neighbor and
her little girl set out, following behind
Timmy as he walked to school with
another neighbor girl he knew. She did
this for a whole week.

“The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face to shine upon
you, and be gracious unto you;
The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace.
May Shirley Goodnest and Marcy be with
you today and always.”

As the two walked and chatted, kicking
stones and twigs, Timmy’s little friend
noticed the same lady was following them
as she seemed to do every day all week.
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April 2011
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

He is risen!
He is risen indeed!

Church office
clo sed

2
8:00 am
Building &
Grounds wo rk
day
9:00 am
Men’s Group
Joshua Andrews

3
9:30 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

4
10:30–11:30 am
Circle Time @
the Castle
Carla Ma ssey

5

6

7

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter (a ll)

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Knit

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Fourth Sunda y
in Lent

8
Church office
clo sed

John Curtis
Andrews

10
9:30 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

11
April 11-15
Pastor Mark out
out o f the office

12
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter
(women)
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

12:10 pm
Session

13
6:00 pm
Closely Knit

7:00 pm
Choir

6:00 pm
Pa stor’s Study a t
Pa nera Bread

15

16

6:00 pm
Relay fo r Life
begins (at USA)

6:00 am
Rela y for Life
e nds

Church office
clo sed

8:00 am
Building &
Grounds wo rk
day

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Fifth Sunday in
Lent

17

14

5:30 pm
Mobility

9
8:00 am
Hillsdale
Presbyterian
work day (Bring
a lunch)

9:00 am
Men’s Group

18

9:30 am
Worship
After worship
Taco lunch
cele bra ting Tax
Da y

19

20

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter (a ll)

10:00 am
Faith by Wo rks

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

5:30 pm
Mobility
7:00 pm
Choir

After lunch
Sunday School
Palm Sunday

21

22

6:00 pm
Maundy
Thursday
service

12:00 noon–
6:00 pm
Sanctuary open
for prayer

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Church office
clo sed

Maundy
Thursday

Good Friday

23

Joanne Ha yes

24

25

TBD
Sunrise service

26
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter
(men)

TBD
Panca ke
breakfa st

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

9:30 am
Worship
After service
Easter Egg Hunt

27

28

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Knit

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

29

30

6:00 pm
Youth Yard Sale
setup

8:00 am
Clea ning the
Clutter work day

Church office
clo sed

8:00 am–
12:00 noon
Youth Yard Sale

Leah Andre ws
Al Drinov sky
Justin Purv is

9:00 am
Men’s Group

11:00 am
Sunday School
Easter

31
9:30 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

1
10:30–11:30 am
Circle Time @
the Castle

2

3

4

5

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter (a ll)

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Knit

Church office
clo sed

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Larry Simmons

Laura Fletcher
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Coming on Saturday,
April 30 . . .

Youth Fundraiser
Yard Sale
Please remember our youth as you do your spring
cleaning. Leave all donations in the back classroom
on the right side of the hallway—and then join us
on April 30 to find some new treasures.
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