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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

Dear Congregation
We at Providence
Presbyterian Church
have always cared greatly
and invested much in the life
and future of this church. A
few weeks ago, I preached a
sermon entitled “Prove It!”
alerting the congregation to
the fact that our budget is
very stressed right now due
to the present economy and
the loss in our membership
due to denominational
concerns.

As I stated clearly in the
message, at the current rate
of giving/spending, we will
be out of money in ten
months. We are currently
using our emergency
reserves to pay our normal
bills (mortgage, staff, utilities, etc.), and after ten
months, those reserves will
be gone. I feel that it is
important that we as a congregation deal honestly and
openly with these realities
now, and also come together
to develop a plan for
rebuilding our membership
and contributions so that we
can sustain our vision for
ministry at this church.

Over the last two years, the Justin Gipson, our new
Session has made thoughtful
and prayerful decisions to
invest in the right areas of our
church’s ministry so that the
church might be equipped to
attract and keep young families, our most needed demographic. These decisions
included the hiring of Chris
Ellis as Director of Youth Ministries and properly staffing
our nursery for young adult
events. The Session and I are
in complete agreement that if
Providence Presbyterian is to
have any type of future, we
need to be investing in these
critical areas.

Director of Music Ministries,
brings so much health and
vitality to the existing Choir
and Praise Team, and is also
currently developing outreach opportunities such as
Singer/Songwriter nights
that will be connected to our
2nd Quarter ministry for
young adults.

We are finally at a place

where we are starting to
develop momentum in
becoming a church that is
uniquely involved in the life
of its community, and are
seeing results from the
unconventional types of
I am thankful to say that we ministries in which we have
have already seen results from invested (Sonlight Café,
these decisions, most recently Westside Tailgate Farmers
in the form of two young men, Market, 2nd Quarter, Mobilpreviously not Christians,
ity, our community garden,
deciding to place their faith in etc.). We are doing remarkChrist and join our church
ably well things that most
because of our investment in
churches in our Presbytery
youth ministry. The local and don’t even have on their
eternal significance of this
radar. It would be a shame to
investment cannot be underhave to cut back or shut
stated. It reaffirms for the
down right when things are
Session and me that we are
starting to work!
pouring ourselves into the
right areas.
Providence Presbyterian
and its staff have always

been committed to providing
the ministry services and
pastoral care that people
expect from a church, but are
uniquely gifted to do much
more than provide basic services. Our creativity and
willingness to try new things
as a congregation makes this
a special place, and worth
investing in.

The purpose of the upcoming Town Hall meeting
following worship on June
10 is to help the congregation
(members and visitors alike)
understand how serious our
current financial situation is,
but more importantly to discuss together how we might
turn this season of financial
famine into a future of God’s
blessing and abundance.

At the heart of our problem
is a need for new active
members and a push to
reconnect inactive members
with the life of our church.
The outreach ministries that
we are effectively pursuing
are bringing new people and
(See “Dear congregation” on
page 2)
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(“Dear congregation,” from
page 1)
families into the life of the
church; at issue is whether or
not we are helping them to
stay plugged in once they get
here. Every member has a
responsibility and a vested
interest in making sure that we
are growing as a church. It is
not simply about having more
people to pay the bills, but a
matter of fulfilling the Great
Commission to effectively
make new disciples.

At this meeting, everyone
will be given a chance to ask
questions and offer solutions
with regard to what needs to
be done to ensure a vital future
for our church. This is not a
gripe session. This is not an
opportunity to complain or air
grievances. It is a time to come
together and dream out loud
as to what will make us a
healthy and growing congregation into the near future.
After the meeting, we will
have stations set up for members and visitors to not only
write down their ideas and
suggestions, but also write
down what they are willing to
do, be, and give to help those
ideas come to fruition. Our
meeting will conclude with a
lunch in the narthex, where the
discussion will continue
around a shared meal.

Elders and church leaders
will be taking notes as to what
is discussed so that the Session
can put a plan into action. But
this is the important part: the
Session, staff, and/or Pastor
cannot solve this problem on
their own. This is a churchwide opportunity and call to
greater service, giving, and
investment in the life of the
church. God has gifted us each
with unique ideas, talents, personalities, and interests that
can be employed for the

spreading of the Gospel. As
we preach the Gospel in
word and in deeds, it is our
prayer and hope that people
will feel that this church is a
place where they grow spiritually, invest fully, and
thrive in the midst of a
Christ-centered community
of faith.

We need every member,
active and inactive, as well
as current visitors and new
friends, to be in attendance
so that together we might
develop a specific plan for
growth. This is not a five-

year plan. This is not like the
Percept discussion. This is a
short-term, collaborative
effort, where each of us will
leave with a charge and a
responsibility for helping
this church live into its fullest potential as a representation of God’s Kingdom. If
you’ve been looking for a
worthwhile challenge and
task in which to invest, I’d
like to suggest that this is it.
Through Christ and for His
Kingdom,

EXPENSE 1/1/12 to 4/30/12
Salary
Pastor Salary
Admin Assistant
Youth Director
Music Director
Drummer
Nursery
Presbytery
Mortgage
Maintenance
Office/Utilities
All Programs

$35,773
$22,705
$2,954
$5,325
$2,110
$861
$1,817

Total

$1,470
$13,830
$1,668
$6,943
$1,100
$60,783

NET LOSS 1/1/12 to 4/30/12

-$9,252
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Linda Payne, Elder

VBS Summer 2012
In this particularly budgetconscious year, Providence is
collaborating with Spring Hill
Presbyterian on a Vacation
Bible School to be held on
their campus rather than producing one of our own. Other
Providence people and I will
be on staff, and at least two of
our children will be attending.
Please, if you know any children who would benefit from
a great VBS, invite them and
their families. They need not
be members of either Providence or Spring Hill.

To register online, go to
www.groupvbspro.com/
vbs/hl/shpc. This website
also includes much more
information.
All children ages 4 through
fifth grade are welcome to
participate! (All children
must be potty-trained.)
Contact Andrea Hall
(342-1550 or andrea@
springhillpresbyterian.org)
for more information.

Schedule
 Monday, June 11–Thursday, June 14, 9:00–11:30 am
Kids only
 Thursday, June 14, 5:00 - 7:30 pm
Parents and kids (meal provided)

I have postcards about the
program that I can send as
an encouragement/reminder. If you know of a child
who needs transportation, let
me know, and I will try to
arrange it.
This will be a particularly
exciting VBS. The facilities
will be transformed into the
city of Babylon, and children
will experience some elements of day-to-day life in
c600-500 BC as they learn all
about Daniel.
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Jimmy Estes
Editor’s Note: The following is
excerpted from the Rev. Mark
Renn’s sermon at Jimmy Estes’
funeral on May 17, 2012.
If I give all I possess to the poor
and give over my body to hardship
that I may boast but do not have
love, I gain nothing.
Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it
is not proud. It does not dishonor
others, it is not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. Love does not
delight in evil but rejoices with
the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres.
Love never fails. But where there
are prophecies, they will cease;
where there are tongues, they will
be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we
know in part and we prophesy in
part, but when completeness
comes, what is in part disappears.
When I was a child, I talked like a
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became
a man, I put the ways of childhood
behind me. For now we see only a
reflection as in a mirror; then we
shall see face to face. Now I know
in part; then I shall know fully,
even as I am fully known.
And now these three remain:
faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love.
—1 Corinthians 13:3–13

Remembrance
From Jimmy’s blog: “The
bible describes love perfectly. You can’t describe
love any other way.”
Jimmy was a young man
who was full of love and
lived life to the fullest. He
loved his family, enjoyed
time spent with friends,
cherished his fiancé, Jillian,
and valued his church family. His life was short but
full. Jimmy was able to
know the love of a beautiful,
wonderful woman, Jillian,
and was surrounded in his
last days by family, friends,
and loved ones. Jimmy had
an impact on the lives of
many people. He was a
source of hope to the other
patients at MD Anderson,
and the Ronald McDonald
House.
It is important not to think of
Jimmy’s life as having been
cut short. These were the
days that were allotted to
Jimmy by God. And he lived
them to the fullest. By our
standards, his life might
have been shorter than average, but in God’s reckoning,
his life was complete.
Jimmy said he wanted to use
the time he had to minister
to others, and I believe that
he did this to a great degree.
He said that when he got
better, he wanted to serve
others through the Ronald

McDonald House since that
place had been so good to
him. We have a calling and a charge
from Jimmy to
continue on
with the
work and
ministry
that he
wanted to
do. I
think it is
beautiful
that
Jimmy
wanted us
to make
donations in
his memory to
Ronald
McDonald house
instead of buying flowers.
He didn’t want people
spending lots of money on
cut flowers that would
wither when that money
could be used to help people’s dreams come true, to
support others in difficult
times.

thing is gonna be alright.” I
could see this attitude very
clearly in the way that
Jimmy lived his life.
He took each day
as it came, faced
bravely the
challenges
presented to
him, and
looked at
the big picture, not the
details. His
tattoo
reminded
me of an
important lesson that Jesus
gave to His disciples. He said:

Jimmy was a
young man who
was full of love and
lived life to the fullest.
He loved his family,
enjoyed time spent
with friends, cherished
his fiancé, Jillian,
and valued his
church family.

For those of you who don’t
know, and I hope I’m not
uncovering any family
secrets, Jimmy had two
tattoos. One of them simply
said “family,” and the other
was a lyric from a Bob
Marley song. The lyric he
chose to print on his chest
and see every day was this:
“Don’t Worry About a
Thing.” The song continues
with the words, “every little
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“Seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as
well. Therefore do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow
will worry about itself. Each
day has enough trouble of its
own.”
Jimmy took each day that he
was given, especially the
ones that he had towards the
end, to leave nothing
undone. He used his days to
seek God’s presence, to
share his heart with those he
loved, to leave nothing
unsaid. Jimmy and I talked
about the fact that God gives
us a gift with every new sunrise and that we either waste
(See “Jimmy” on page 5)

(“Jimmy,” from page 4)
that gift or make the most of
it. Jimmy didn’t spend his
last days worrying; he spent
them seeking God’s will and
loving those dearest to him.
I hope that we are able to live
each day with as much dignity, strength, courage, and
faith as Jimmy lived his this
past year. Jimmy progressed
a great deal in his faith this
past year. And he had to
grow up quickly as he faced
the challenges that cancer
brought into his life. When I
asked him how I could be
praying for him, his answer
was always for strength.
“Those who hope in the Lord
will renew thy strength: they
will soar on wings like
eagles.”—Isaiah 40:31
It was my honor to talk with
him about his understanding of salvation and the
overwhelming grace of God.
He never had any fears
about death, only lamented
the fact that he was leaving
so many loved ones behind.
This well-known passage of
Scripture ends with a line
that encompasses the
entirety of our Christian
hope. . . .

“For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we
shall see face to face. Now I
know in part; then I shall know
fully, even as I am fully
known.”
For those of us who place
our faith in Christ for life
and salvation, we know that
death is but the beginning of
eternal life with our Father
in Heaven. In Jimmy’s
earthly life, he was able to
catch a glimpse of the wonder of Christ. He was able to
help others see Him as well,
if only dimly.
I rejoice with him and on his
behalf that he now sees
Christ face to face. What he
knew and anticipated only
in part during his life, he is
now able to experience in all
fullness.
One day, with him, through
Christ and Christ alone, we
too will see God clearly. . . .
And we shall know Him
fully, even as we are fully
known.
It is terribly difficult to say
goodbye to a great guy like
Jimmy. It is nearly impossible for us to understand why
he is gone. But Jimmy

Jimmy Estes and Jillian Grady
wanted us to remember that
he loved every day of life to
the fullest. And that his joy in
being reconciled to the Father
in heaven far exceeds any sadness that we should feel.

months, and years to come, I
hope that we can each find a
way to continue to celebrate
his life, and give thanks that
through Christ, his life goes
ever on and on.

At the end of his life he said:
“Don’t be sad anymore; celebrate my life!” In the days,

Even so, come Lord Jesus,
AMEN

Help Jimmy’s wishes be honored
By Laura Anderson
Jimmy Estes touched all of
our lives during his battle
with cancer. He set an
example for us of faith and
courage in the face of
adversity.

Our Providence family joins
with his family and friends
in mourning his loss and
honoring his memory.
The Ronald McDonald
House was so important to Jimmy
that he

requested people donate to
this organization instead of
sending flowers to his funeral.
Our collection of pull tabs will
now become a memorial for
this wonderful young man.
Please continue to collect pull
tabs. Help Jimmy’s wishes be
honored.
Containers to use at home or at
work are available.
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Evangelical
MISSIONS














O’Rourke Elementary School—Fill the Backpack Project

Laura Anderson, Elder
By Laura Anderson,
Evangelical Missions Elder

 1 large zipper book bag
without wheels

Second-Grade
Supply List

This June and July you will
have the chance to select a
grade-level backpack to fill.
Our goal is to fill two backpacks for each grade level.
Please use the supply lists that
follow, and leave your donations in the container in the
Narthex. Thank you for your
ongoing support of our Partner in Education.

First-Grade Supply
List

 7 three-prong, twopocket plastic/poly folders (1 each green, blue,
yellow, red, and purple
and 2 any color)

Kindergarten
Supply List
 2 packs Crayola (8 basic)
crayons

 2 composition/writing
notebooks
 2 boxes of pencils
 4 folders with pockets
and prongs (1 each blue,
red, yellow, and green)
 1 plastic folder with
pockets
 1 school glue stick
(3-pack)
 1 box of crayons

 5 wide-ruled composition books (1 each green,
blue, yellow, red, and
black and 1 any color)
 1 box crayons (24 count)

Wish List Items

 1 pair of “Fiskars” school
scissors

 1 pack multi-colored
highlighters

 1 school glue stick
(3-pack)

Third-Grade
Supply List

 1 pair of safety scissors

 1 plastic zipper pencil
pouch

 1 pack cap erasers

 1 zipper pouch for
crayons

 1 pack cap erasers

 1 pair Fiskars scissors metal
blades

 1 pack of cap erasers

 2 packs yellow # 2 pencils

 2 four-ounce bottles of
Elmer’s School Glue

 1 pack # 2 pencils

 2 packs of notebook
paper (wide-ruled)

 3 one-subject spiral
notebooks
 4 three-prong, two
pocket folders (1 each
orange, green, yellow,
and purple)
 1 composition notebook

 12 three-prong folders
(3 each red, yellow, blue,
and green)

 1 pair “Fiskars” school
scissors

 1 plastic pencil box

 1 box colored pencils
(24-pack)

 1 Mead story paper journal

 1 pack of markers

Wish List Items

 1 three-ring binder (½ ")

 1 watercolor paint set

 1 pack of notebook paper

 2 four-pack Expo Dry Erase
Markers

 1 pack of cap erasers
 1 box of crayons (24count)

 1 ten-pack Crayola Classic
Color Markers

See “Backpack” on page 9)
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 1 school glue stick
(3-pack)

 1 (11.4 liter) plastic container (for supplies)

 2 packs of notebook
paper

 2 packs of # 2 pencils

 1 plastic pencil box

 1 pack of pencils (24)

 2 polyfolders with
pockets and brads (1 each
red and blue)

Fourth-Grade
Supply List
 1 pack of # 2 pencils
 1 pair of “Fiskars” school
scissors
 1 glue stick
 1 box crayola crayons
(24-count)
 2 packs wide-ruled notebook paper
 1 binder (2 ½") with
pockets
 2 Mead composition
notebooks

Prayer & Care
Team meeting

 Scissors

Wish List Items

 1 school glue stick
(3-pack)

 1 protractor

 Pencil sharpener with lid

 1 pack red pens

 Crayons and colored
pencils

 8 three-prong, plastic
folders (1 each red, yellow, blue, and green)

Fifth-Grade Supply
List
 5 three-prong, two-pocket
poly/plastic folders
(1 each red, yellow,
green, purple, and blue)

 Pencil pouch or pencil
box

Wish List
 Paper towels and GermX
(girls)
 Kleenex and Clorox
wipes (boys)

June

Team 1
• Mary Mastrangelo
• Dorinda Hilbun
• Marlene Taylor
• Linda Payne

June 5

Team 2
• Redeemer Lutheran

June 12

Team 3
• Jessi Gadomski
• Sharon Crenshaw
• Laura Anderson
Team 4
• Linda Crossley
• Jeny Williams
• Jerry Williams

June 19

June 26

Team 5
• Hillsdale
• Pastor Mark Renn
The following people will be
assisting as their schedules allow:
Kathy Taylor, Debbie Simmons,
Larry Simmons, and Julia Bozant

 4 Mead composition
notebooks

The next Prayer &
Care Team meeting
will be Thursday,
June 7, at 5:00 pm.

W

Anyone interested in
joining the team is
welcome to attend.

June worship volunteers

For more information, contact Nurture
Elder Melodi
Garner (604-7383).

Team/Month

 1 ruler

 1 spiral notebook

Sonlight Cafe
rotation

orshIP

Date
June 3

Liturgist
Tom Fletcher

June 10

Laura Anderson

June 17

Dorinda Hilbun

June 24

Nedra Bloom

Lori Seman, Elder

Communion
Intinction
Warren Turner
Leslie Westerberg

Ushers
Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Mary Mastrangelo
Joan Rommes
Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
TBA

Jeny Williams
Jerry Williams
Laura Anderson
Curtis Andrews
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Debbie Purvis
Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor
Tom Fletcher
Al Drinovsky
Debbie McLendon
TBA

By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
Troop 292 had an awesome
campout in May. The scouts
traveled to a private lake outside of the Greenville area for
canoeing and fishing. To say
this lake was loaded with fish
is an understatement! The
boys caught and released
many fish. Many of the scouts
caught and saved at least one
of two different species of fish,
which is a requirement for the
Fishing Merit Badge. They had
to clean the fish, cook, and eat
them.
Many of the scouts canoed on
the 19-acre lake. The younger
scouts learned how to paddle
and maneuver the canoes. This
was good training for them as
the troop is planning a canoe
trip down the Black Water
River in September.

have a lot of fun, it is important to remember that these
fun activities have a purpose
other than just having fun.
Each activity requires scouts
to be leaders, to demonstrate
outdoor skills, to show planning for an activity, to learn
to work together as a team,
and to be friendly, courteous, and helpful to their fellow scouts. These values
stressed by the scouting program are “life skills.” It is
believed that scouting will
help these young men to be
better husbands, fathers,
and citizens.
Thanks for your support of
the troop.

In June, about 25 scouts will
travel to Maubila Scout Reservation in Jackson, AL, for a
weeklong summer camp. In
July, 8 more scouts will travel
to Georgia for a high-adventure summer camp, consisting
of white water rafting. If that is
not enough, 12 others will go
to Philmont Scout Ranch in
New Mexico for a 14-day backpacking trip through the
mountains. They will climb
Mt. Phillips, which is a 11,400foot mountain. This is a tough
climb, and the high elevation
makes it hard to breath.
It is clear that Troop 292 has a
great “Outdoor” program and
will be very busy through the
summer. Even though we
• page 8 •
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Condolences
To Sandy, Josh, and
Jake Centamore


On the death of their
husband and grandfather,
John Centamore, on
May 24.

To John and Mattie Dean


On the death of John’s
sister, Eula Beatrice (Dean)
Ingram, on May 28.

To Dale, Cecilia, and
Joey Estes


On the death of their son
and brother, Jimmy Estes,
on May 13.

Congratulations
To Kelsey Fredelake


On her graduation from
Knollwood Christian
School. She will be
attending Murphy High
School next year.

To Brian Kane


On his graduation from
Murphy High School.
He will be attending
Troy University next
year.

To Melodie Hacker

To Justin and Kasie
 On her graduation from Purvis
Theodore High School.
She will be attending the
University of West
Florida next year.



On their marriage on
April 23.

Images from Westside Tailgate Farmers Market

Top left (L-R): Pastor Mark Renn, Mallorie Renn • Top right:
Providence youth dewberry jam • Above: Blessed [are the]
Beekeepers soap display • Left (L-R): Ken Gadomski, customer,
Jude Mosley • Photos by The Grove Pastor Todd McGehee and
posted on the Market’s Facebook page
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June 2012
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

“You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied,
and praise the name of the Lord your
God”—Joel 2:26a
4

3
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

6:00 pm
Discipleship
Essentials

5
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6
5:30 pm
Mobility

11:00 am
Sunday School

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

5:30 pm
Mobility @
Overlook

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

Graham Hayes

10
11:00 am
Congregational
and Town Hall
meetings
followed by
lunch

11
6:00 pm
Discipleship
Essentials

5:00–7:00 pm
Westside
Tailgate Farmers
Market

13
5:30 pm
Mobility

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Women

9
Warren Turner

Brian Gadomski
Jeny Williams

12
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

8
Church office
closed

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Kelsey
Fredelake
Stephanie Renn

9:30 am
Worship

7
5:00 pm
Prayer & Care
Team meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

2

Church office
closed

14
5:00–7:00 pm
Westside
Tailgate Farmers
Market

7:00 pm
Choir

15

16

22

23

29

30

Church office
closed

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

5:30 pm
Mobility @
Overlook

17
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion
11:00 am
Sunday School

18
6:00 pm
Discipleship
Essentials

19
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

12:10 pm
Session meting

20
5:30 pm
Mobility

21
5:00–7:00 pm
Westside
Tailgate Farmers
Market

7:00 pm
Choir
Mallorie Renn

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

Church office
closed
Kathy Taylor

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting
Dee Low

5:30 pm
Mobility @
Overlook

24
11:00 am
Worship—
11:00 am
Sunday School
5:30 pm
Mobility @
Overlook
Brian Kane

25

26

6:00 pm
Discipleship
Essentials

10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

Donnie Garner

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Marksmen

27
5:30 pm
Mobility
7:00 pm
Choir

28
5:00–7:00 pm
Westside
Tailgate Farmers
Market
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Nancy
Creekmore
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Church office
closed
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Westside Tailgate
Farmers Market
Thursdays, 5–7 pm, throughout June
Snow Road, 1./4 miles south of Airport Boulevard

