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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

More than pizza
By Chris Ellis, Director of
Youth Ministries
“Youth look for the church to
show them something. Someone, capable of turning their
lives inside out and the world
upside down. Most of the time
we have offered them
pizza.”—The Godbearing Life
As I look at the state of youth
ministry today, I see the above
quote in full force. Students

come to church hearing
promises of a more fulfilling
life in the Lord, the security
of being in a body of believers, and the comfort of entering a judgement-free atmosphere. Over the past year, I
have striven to establish and
maintain that atmosphere in
the youth activities we do.

a very intense and moving
summer camp at Global
Youth Ministries last July,
and they had pizza! We have
had lock-ins where we have
enjoyed Christian fellowship with other students in
our Presbytery. We ate
plenty of pizza. At Camp
Blue Lake, the high-school
students engaged in active
Please understand, pizza is discipleship as they took the
not the bad guy. I love pizza. Word and taught it to the
The youth and I experienced elementary school students

at the Launch. Our fuel on
the first night? You guessed
it: Pizza.
This quote, I think, focuses on
the idea of giving them nothing but pizza. The other youth
leaders in the Presbytery and
I are constantly working to
give the students a worthwhile experience every time
they give up their Wednesday night to come to church.
(See “Pizza” on page 3)
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Mardi Gras Day—February 21
If anyone wants to group to go
downtown together, please call
Jeny Williams (633–5976).

Supper Club—March 10
Save the date. Supper Club is
always a grand fellowship
event.

Visitor Bread
Our thanks to Sue Drinovsky
for being Providence’s faithful
servant in watching for and
delivering homemade bread to
visitors.
PLEASE consider providing a
mid-size loaf of sweet bread (banana, pumpkin,
or whatever).
Wrap it in plastic wrap and foil, and attach a sticky note saying “VISITOR BREAD” with the
bake date. Place it in top portion of refrigerator/freezer. It would help if you let Sue know
you have left some there.
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(“Pizza,” from page 1)
We don't want to just entertain them or give them food.
We certainly don’t want to
be free babysitters. On the
other hand, we want the
environment to be fun and
inviting to their non-Christian friends, so they, too, can
feel comfortable growing
with us.
With the help of Overlook’s
Amy Clay and our own Ken
Gadomski, along with volunteers John Martin and
Brooke Davis, we have
successfully set up a wellrounded Wednesday night
service. We offer times for
fellowship, worship, and
growing in discipleship
rather than just the pizzacentered meeting described
in the quote. The best part?
It’s working!

Over the past year, we’ve
certainly had our ups and
downs, but I see our students actively involved in
their faith and showing up
each week hungry for God’s
Word. They are wrestling

with big issues and personal
struggles, and through it all
they are pursuing God’s will
in their lives.
The Mobility youth group is
growing, both spiritually

and in number. This tells me
that our students walk out
the door full of the Spirit.
They walk out knowing that
God does have a plan for
each of them, and His plans
are “capable of turning their
lives inside out and the
world upside down,” but
they know God is with them.
My friends, rest assured
that, because of your support, we can give them so
much more than pizza.

Left (Clockwise from bottom):
Dean Gross, John Martin
Davis, Wesley McRoy, Josh
Centamore • Far left: Leah
Andrews as Spider (Wo)Man •
Photos by Ken Gadomski
Page 1 (L-R): Chris Ellis, Josh
Centamore, Ashley Wilson,
Trevor Graham, Josh Andrews,
Ryan Mouner, Allison Gross,
Melodi Hacker, Leah Andrews,
Paul Raby, Dean Gross, Jake
Centamore, Wesley McRoy,
Kelsey Fredelake, John Martin
Davis• Left (L-R): Ashley
Wilson, Allison Gross, Dean
Gross, James Hacker, Leah
Andrews, Ryan Mouner, Wesley
McRoy, Melodi Hacker, Paul
Raby, Kelsey Fredelake • Not
pictured: Megan Crenshaw, Zack
Smith • Also check out the Camp
Blue Lake photo on page 18
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Justin Gipson joins Providence staff
By Nedra Bloom
For more than a decade,
Justin Gipson knew exactly
what he wanted to do with
his life. He would be a
trauma surgeon.
The plans weren’t shaken
even when he discovered
music. That happened as a
young teen when a friend
who played guitar wanted to
teach Justin to play. So he
bought a guitar at an auction.
It was a bargain—just $12—
and he had to restring it.
And even though musician
friends told him he’s purchased a piece of decorative
wall art rather than a musical instrument, he struggled
to play. He even joined a
band that got a gig here and
there.

and “made us much, much
better.”
Recognizing the enormous
power of music in his life,
Justin decided that he really
wanted to be a high-school
music teacher, able to be a
positive influence in a young
person’s life. “That’s a calling,” he said.

“You don’t study music
to understand music;
you study music
to understand life.”

He bemoans the fact that
society has pushed music to
a peripheral role, saying that
“you don’t study music to
understand music; you
study music to understand
life.”

University of Mobile. He
also teaches voice, piano,
and guitar at Andy’s Music.

Now he’s a junior studying
music education at the

“I want to transform the
choir from a group of singers

And now he’s taken on the
duties of director of music
ministries at Providence.

And that made him sing—
not by choice but because
the leader singer got stage
fright and froze up just
as they were starting a
performance.
And then came the teacher
that made a difference. The
choir director, Joel Stevens,
at Murphy High School
started an a capella group and
selected Justin as a member,
and they performed everywhere, from churches to
important competitions.
The group made arrangements to cut a CD, and
Justin’s career got another
boost—this time from the
producer at Integrity Music.
“We would just harmonize
as we went, and we thought
we were really good,” Justin
said. But the producer listened, offered suggestions
• page 4 •

to people who can create and
fill an attitude in church,” he
said. “I want it to become a
ministry to others and to the
people involved.
I want the choir to learn about
God while here, at rehearsal,
and to inspire on Sunday
morning.”

Live Nativity
Thank You
By Jerry Williams
I greatly enjoyed the evening
of the Live Nativity activities.
The biggest improvement in
the Nativity walk this year was
the scenery creating Rome,
Bethlehem, and Nazareth. The
scenes were the result of the
hard work and artistic talent of
Ken Gadomski. He is to be
congratulated and thanked for
his great work.

good fellowship. Everyone
who contributed is to be
thanked and can take great
pride in the way we honored
the birth of our Lord.
As she has for many years,
Laura Anderson held the
importance of our live
nativity at the forefront of

our church consciousness.
She is owed many thanks,
not just for this year, but for
her work over the years.
The Nativity Walk was better this Christmas than last
year. I am already working
on improvements and looking forward to next year.

Other people contributed to
the walk in various ways: sewing, role playing, setting up,
and more. They are also to be
congratulated and thanked for
jobs well done.
The evening was a great success way beyond the Nativity
Walk. The choir was splendid,
the puppet show delightful,
the food delicious, and the
whole evening great fun and

Soap in the Providence restrooms
By Jeny Williams
Some “soap fairy” has deposited new soft soap pumps in the restrooms. THANKS,
whoever you are. . .
For future reference, there has been soap purchased to refill those pumps. There are
two jugs placed in the white cabinet in the ladies room. PLEASE refill as needed from
these purple-colored bottles.
THANKS SO MUCH.
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Editor’s Note: Special thanks
also to Jerry Williams for
planning and setting up this
year’s Live Nativity Walk and
for creating so many of the
props.

Marion Noce
Editor’s Note: The following is
excerpted from the Rev. Mark
Renn’s sermon at Marion Noce’s
funeral on December 23, 2011.
Marion's requested passage:
If I give all I possess to the poor
and give over my body to hardship
that I may boast, but do not have
love, I gain nothing.
Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it
is not proud. It does not dishonor
others, it is not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. Love does not
delight in evil but rejoices with
the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres.
Love never fails. But where there
are prophecies, they will cease;
where there are tongues, they will
be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we
know in part and we prophesy in
part, but when completeness
comes, what is in part disappears.
When I was a child, I talked like a
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became
a man, I put the ways of childhood
behind me. For now we see only a
reflection as in a mirror; then we
shall see face to face. Now I know
in part; then I shall know fully,
even as I am fully known.
And now these three remain:
faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love.

I will cherish the time that I
was able to spend with
Marion during my time as
the pastor at Providence.
Early on in my time here, she
was in worship every Sunday. I know that she took
great pleasure in being part
of the work and worship of
the church. As it became
more difficult for her to be
present in worship, I valued
the time that I spent by her
side in her home. She always
asked about the music and
wanted to know what was
going on in the lives of our
members.

I actually discussed in detail coming to a mature faith in
with the person being
Christ that exhibits itself in
remembered. Marion
faithful action.
and Gene wanted
to meet and talk
Though she was
Marion
about the serthinking only of
approached the
vice while
that line, I find
end of her life with a it beautifully
Marion was
still able to desire to spend as much appropriate
express
that the
time as possible with her verse comes
her
wishes.
family, but without fear from Paul’s
Marion
famous
of what loomed over the love
approachpashorizon. She was confi- sage, so well
ed the end
of her life
dent in her relationship known from
with a
weddings.
with God, and knew Marion
desire to
spend as
that eternal life defined herself
Marion really conveyed her much time as
by her ability to
awaited her. show love and
love for my family through possible with her
her questions, her prayers,
family, but without
embody the love of
and her special gifts of a bap- fear of what loomed over the Christ. This verse reminds
tismal towel for Matthew,
horizon. She was confident
us that no matter what gifts
and a beautiful blanket that in her relationship with God we possess in the life of the
she started working on for
and knew that eternal life
church, if we do them withMallorie while Stephanie
awaited her.
out love, they are worthless.
was still pregnant. One of
I hope that we will all be
my favorite memories is
When I was talking to
inspired by the way that
when we were able to bring Marion, she mentioned that Marion invested herself in
Mallorie to visit the Noces,
she wanted the verse that
the life and service of the
wrapped in the blanket that talked about thinking like a church with love, giving
Marion had made. I know it child versus putting childish selflessly of her time and
brought Marion great joy to things behind.
gifts to bring warmth and
see her bundled warmly in
joy to others. Even others
the blanket and that blanket When I was a child, I talked like whom she didn’t know
will always be for us a
a child, I thought like a child, I through her contributions
reminder of the kind heart
reasoned like a child. When I
of knitted blankets to the
that we came to know in
became a man, I put the ways of hospital.
Marion.
childhood behind me.
This well-known passage of
As a young pastor, I have
From this conversation, I
Scripture ends with a line
only officiated at about five gathered that Marion hoped that encompasses the
memorial services, and
to express the importance of
Marion's is the first one that growing up in the faith,
(See “Marion” on page 7)
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(“Marion,” from page 6)
entirety of our Christian
hope. . . .
For now we see only a reflection
as in a mirror; then we shall see
face to face. Now I know in part;
then I shall know fully, even as
I am fully known.
For those of us who place
our faith in Christ for life
and salvation, we know that
death is but the beginning of
eternal life with our Father
in Heaven. In Marion’s
earthly life, she was able to
catch a glimpse of the wonder of Christ. She was able to
help others see Him as well,
if only dimly.

I rejoice with her and on her
behalf that she now sees
Christ face to face. What she
knew and anticipated only
in part during her life, she is
now able to experience in all
fullness. May the promises
that we hear at Christmas,
give us hope as we remember the life of Marion Noce.
One day, with her, through
Christ and Christ alone we,
too, will see God clearly. . . .
And we shall know Him
fully, even as we are fully
known.
Even so, come Lord Jesus,
AMEN

Top right: Gene and Marion on their wedding day, March 1, 1945
•Above: Gene and Marion in the 1991 Providence Presbyterian
Church directory • Right: Marion and Gene in August 2006
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Session Activities
Steve Crenshaw, Clerk of Session
December 18,
2011, stated
Session meeting
! Approved a motion to
approve the November
13, 2011, stated Session
meeting minutes.
! Received a letter of transfer of membership for
Larry and Betty Montjoy.
! Were informed by Pastor
Mark that the upcoming
Christmas Day worship
service would be a family
gathering in the Sanctuary
around the Christmas tree
with carols, prayer, and a
short message.
! Debriefed regarding the
Live Nativity and discussed ways to increase
participation next year.
The general feeling was
that the Live Nativity
presented an excellent
“village theme” with
outstanding costumes
and that the Choir Cantata
was well-produced and
provided excellence in
musical worship.
! Received and approved a
transfer of membership
letter for Jo Ann Martin
from Lebanon Presbyterian Church in Jasper, GA.
! Received and tabled until
the January stated Session
meeting a letter of overture from Westminster
Church.
! Selected Laura Anderson
(chair) and Debbie
McLendon as the Session

representatives to this
year’s Elder Nominating
Team.
! Were informed about and
encouraged to participate
in the COLT (Church
Officer Leadership Training) 2012 Program.
! Approved Pastor Mark’s
vacation request, December 26, 2011–January 3,
2012.
! Reviewed the church
calendar.
! Received the Treasurer’s
Report.

! Were informed by Music
Search Team member
Steve Crenshaw that the
Team has received a very
solid candidate for the
Director of Music Ministries position and that the
candidate will be interviewed during the
coming week.
! Discussed and evaluated
the Bible in 90 Days program. The experience was
determined to have been a
great success in many
ways and should be a
model for future study.

! Thanked Stewardship
Elder Al Drinovsky for his
diligent and effective
management of the
Church budget.

! Were informed by Discipleship Elder Linda
Payne about possible
educational opportunities, with a tentative start
date of January 23.

! Were informed by Youth
liaison Melodie Garner
that the Youth Team is
currently considering a
group work camp in
Orlando, FL, for the Summer Mission trip.

! Were informed by
Discipleship Elder Linda
Payne that a Confirmation
Class will be offered
shortly after the beginning of the new year.

! Approved a recommendation from the Worship
Team to have Jeremy and
Amy Messer lead musical
worship at the Christmas
Eve service.

! Were informed by Building and Grounds Elder
Tom Fletcher that the curb
and ramp painting has
been completed.

! Were informed that the
Rev. Billy Martin will
preach on January 1 and
Chris Ellis on January 8.
! Were informed by Worship Elder Lori Seman
that new Choir folders are
being obtained to replace
the existing worn folders.
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! Were informed by Building and Grounds Elder
Tom Fletcher that he has
pressure washed the
Narthex entrances.
! Were informed by Building and Grounds Elder
Tom Fletcher that the
replacement projector
bulbs have been installed
and should have a life
expectancy of 36–60
months (depending on
usage).
! Were informed by Building and Grounds Elder
Tom Fletcher that he continues to hang the dry
erase boards as locations
are determined.
! Were informed of thanks
and gratitude by Evangelical Outreach Elder Laura
Anderson to the following
for assistance with the
Live Nativity: Jerry
Williams, Ken Gadomski,
Sharon Smith, Sharon
Crenshaw, and Linda
Crossley as well as all
other volunteers who
participated.
(See “Session” on page 9)

Condolences
To Pastor Mark and
Stephanie Renn and
Family

W

orshIP

! On the death of Stephanie’s
grandfather, Vern McGrew,
on January 9.

Lori Seman, Elder
January worship volunteers

(“Session,” from page 8)
! Were informed by
Stewardship Elder Al
Drinovsky about the
latest developments
regarding the cell tower
contract.
! Approved a recommendation by the Stewardship

Date
February 5

Liturgist
Pam Fredelake

February 12

Don Bloom

February 19

Jerry Williams

February 26

Tom Fletcher

Team about Pastor Mark’s
housing allowance.

Communion
Intinction
Graham Hayes
CJ Kriner

Ushers
Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Mary Mastrangelo
Joan Rommes
Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
TBA

Mary Mastrangelo
Debbie McLendon
Linda Payne
Don Purvis

Debbie Purvis
Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor
Tom Fletcher
Al Drinovsky
Debbie McLendon
TBA

bonuses/gifts this year for
financial reasons.

! Were informed by Elderat-Large Elder Debbie
McLendon that the van
! Received from Steward- ! Were informed by Elder-atpurchase has been comship Elder Al Drinovsky
Large Elder Debbie McLenpleted and all requirethe 2012 operational buddon about fresh new ideas
ments met; the mechanic
get worksheet for
for publicizing Church
rated the current tires
comment and input.
events and the Church in
good for local travel but
general.
! Approved a motion to
should be replaced prior
suspend staff cash
to any out-of-town or
long-distance trips.

Sonlight Cafe rotation

2012

Team 1
• Mary Mastrangelo
• Dorinda Hilbun
• Marlene Taylor
• Linda Payne

Team 2
• Redeemer Lutheran

Team 3
• Jessi Gadomski
• Sharon Crenshaw
• Laura Anderson

Team 4
• Linda Crossley
• Jeny Williams
• Jerry Williams

February

2/7

2/14

2/21

2/28

March

3/6

3/13

3/20

3/27/

April

4/3

4/10

4/17

4/27

May

5/1

5/8

5/15

5/22

June

6/5

6/12

6/19

6/16

Team 5
• Hillsdale
• Pastor Mark Renn

5/29

The following people will be assisting as their schedules allow: Kathy Taylor, Debbie Simmons, Larry Simmons, and Julia Bozant.
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By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
What an awesome month
January has been in the life
of Troop 292.
It started with a camping
trip to Desoto National Forest outside of Wiggins, MS.
Twelve scouts and adults
backpacked for 22 miles
through the forest. A smaller
group backpacked 8 miles,
and the rest of the scouts
stayed in camp, working on
outdoor skills, cooking, and
just having fun.
The temperature dropped to
22° on the first night, and
this “old” scoutmaster
nearly froze! My toes are just
now warming up. The next
night was not much better,
but we all survived and
learned a valuable lesson on
how to “Be Prepared.”
The culmination of the
month was on January 28.
This was the 20th Anniversary Celebration of Troop
292, which as you know is
chartered by Providence
Presbyterian Church. Several of your past church
members were back to help
us celebrate. Doug Mulkey
and Larry Williams were
our first and fifth Scoutmasters. Doug was a “seed”
member of Providence.

Many troops in our area
have been around 40 to 70+
years!
However, not many troops
have had the success of
YOUR troop. Yes, this is
your troop. The troop
started off with a handful of
scouts and now has over 56
scouts.
During our 20 years, we
have had 27 Eagle Scouts
and expect to have 28 more
in the next 3 years! The first
4 or 5 years of a troop usually does not produce more
than 1 or 2 scouts as it takes
time to build the program
and build the number of
scouts. Our Eagle Scout rate
is far above the national
average of 3 Eagle Scouts per
100 scouts.

We are successful because we
have a great program and supportive parents. We hope you
are as proud of the troop as we
are. After all, YOU started the
troop and have supported it
since. Many troops from our
area view the troop website
and “copy” our activities in an
effort to improve their troop.
What a great compliment.
February will be another fun
month. The troop will travel to
Cheaha Mountain for backpacking and hiking. Cheaha is
the highest point in Alabama
at 2,300 feet above sea level.
This is assured of being
another coooold campout.
However, scouting is about
the outdoors. The word “outing” is found in the word
“scouting.” Boys learn to enjoy

The Troop 292
website can be
found at
www.bsa292.org/

The celebration brought
together past scoutmasters,
past Eagle Scouts, and many
others who have been a part
of the troop. Twenty years is
a short time for a troop.
• page 10 •

the outdoors even in inclement weather.
One of the things I am most
proud of as Scoutmaster is
our faith and commitment to
God. We pray every meeting
for scouts and their families
who are sick or having a difficult time. It is so impressive to hear a 14-year-old
scout pray for his fellow
scout with such sincerity
and conviction.
NEVER, NEVER, underestimate the seeds YOU planted
by chartering Troop 292. I
am absolutely convinced
that God is working through
you to make a difference in
the lives of scouts and their
families. Thank you for
doing God’s work through
this troop.

Philmont practice trek
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Troop 292 20th Anniversary
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Top—Scoutmasters in attendance (clockwise from
front): First Troop 292 scoutmaster and founding
member of Providence Doug Mulkey, Providence
founding member Larry Williams, David Edwards,
current scoutmaster Manny Russo, Leonard
Christiansen • Middle (L-R): Providence’s Troop
292 liaison Curtis Andrews, Larry Williams, Diane
Williams • Bottom left—Eagle Scouts in attendance
(front L-R): Blair, Nick, Thomas, Tyler; (rear, L-R):
Jordan, Robbie, Josh, Alan, Christopher
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Troop 292 Scout Sunday at Providence

Top left: Eagle Scout Noah • Top
right: Troop Chaplain Noah •
Left: Scouts help Pastor Mark
during the Children’s Time
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February 2012
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

5
9:30 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

6
6:00 pm
Discipleship
Essentials

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

5:30 pm
Mobility @
Overlook

Saturday

2

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Jude Mosley

Dodi Berry

7
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

Friday

8

3
Church office
closed

9

4
9:00 am
Men’s Group

10

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

Church office
closed

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Mary Ann
Benefield

11

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

12
9:30 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

13
6:00 pm
Discipleship
Essentials

14
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Women

12:10 pm
Session meting

15

16

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

17
Church office
closed

18
9:00 am
Men’s Group

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

5:30 pm
Mobility @
Overlook

19
9:30 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

20

21

6:00 pm
Discipleship
Essentials

10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

Presidents Day

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

5:30 pm
Mobility @
Overlook
Ken Gadomski

22

23

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Ash Wednesday

Debbie Purvis

24

25

February 24-25
Presbytery
meeting in
Andalusia
Church office
closed

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Leslie Westerberg
Mardi Gras

26
11:00 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School
5:30 pm
Mobility @
Overlook
Melodie Garner

27
6:00 pm
Discipleship
Essentials

28
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Marksmen

29

1

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Gene Noce
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2
Church office
closed

3
9:00 am
Men’s Group

P
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Providence youth at Camp Blue Lake (L-R): Dean Gross, Chris Ellis, Jake Centamore, Lori Seman, Melodi Hacker, James Hacker, Kelsey
Fredelake, Allison Gross, Josh Centamore • See the related article and photographs on pages 1 and 3

