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By Stephanie Renn

“Wait, you want ME to go on 

this summer’s youth mis-

sion trip to Austin? But, I 

have never been on one 

before! Are you sure I am 

right for the gig?” 

This is the response I gave 

Mark as he approached me 

about being a participant in 

and chaperone for the mis-

sion trip. After a few days of 

deep thought and prayer, I 

accepted, and I am so thank-

ful that I did . . . what an 

amazing opportunity I was 

given. It will be a cherished 

memory! 

As many of you may have 

heard, the work site I was 

You want me to do what?

placed in was a difficult and 

challenging experience for 

both me and my group of five 

(adult Mary Ann—San 

Antonio, TX; youth Katelyn—

Friendswood, TX; Sheri—San 

Antonio, TX; and our very 

own Dean Gross). 

Our resident was very unwel-

coming, ungrateful for our 

work, and extremely hard to 

work with. Even though the 

day was long, hot, and work-

intensive, my group and I 

managed to “stick it out.” We 

all agreed that God had placed 

us there for a reason, and so 

we were determined to get our 

daily tasks completed. As the 

days passed, my group and I 

(See “What?” on page 2)

From

Pastor 

Mark

June has been a busy month 

for the youth (and Pastor) of 

Providence! 

Eleven of us travelled to 

Austin for a mission trip 

with Group Workcamps 

and watched as God used 

us and our new friends in 

exciting ways. Below, 

Stephanie shares a little bit 

about her experience on the 

trip, and we hope to have 

follow-up articles from some 

youth later this summer. 

Next month, I’ll be sharing 

with the church a behind-

the-scenes look at “The 

Launch,” our Presbytery’s 

exciting new camping 

opportunity for elementary 

students. We took some 

great leaps of faith this 

summer and were thrilled to 

watch how God responded 

to our faithfulness by pro-

viding a powerful week of 

camp for our children. 

Enjoy the rest of your sum-

mer, and take advantage of 

the time of rest as well as the 

unique opportunities 

afforded to you at Provi-

dence over the next month.

Back row (L-R): Allison Gross, Lydia Gross, Ian Kriner, Melodi 

Hacker, Ryan Mouner, Brian Kane • Front row (L-R): Stephanie 

Renn, Myra Roebuck, Dean Gross, Pastor Mark Renn
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became extremely close and 

loved spending our days 

together working, praying, 

and laughing A LOT! (I 

will continue to keep those 

friendships alive via Face-

book—it’s a wonderful 

thing!) 

Among the many inside 

jokes that I will forever have 

with our youth kids from 

that trip are “Cool Tricks,” 

“Would you like a Coke?” 

“Myra-Rah-Rah-Rah,” 

“Wakey-Wakey, Work-

Campers,” and “Holla!” 

The car rides, the afternoon 

hangout times, our small 

group devotional time, din-

ner out at “Santa Rita Can-

tina,” feeding the homeless 

teenagers of downtown 

Austin, and tubing the San 

Marcos River were all amaz-

ing opportunities for our 

youth group to grow in our 

relationships with each 

other! The bond that we all 

created on this trip makes 

me feel as though we are 

(“What?” from page 1) now even more of a family, 

and I am so appreciative! 

Now that I have experienced 

this trip with them, God has 

opened my eyes to see how 

AMAZING our Providence 

youth are inside and out. It is 

so incredible that they would 

give up a week of their sum-

mer to go serve others. For me, 

that was the biggest “God 

Sighting” of the week! 
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Coming Soon—To 

a church near you

(That would be 

Providence!)

By Linda Payne, 

Discipleship Elder

Each week this fall, begin-

ning Monday, September 

13, you are invited—along 

with your family (youth and 

adults), friends, neighbors, 

and co-workers—to partici-

pate in one of the most excit-

ing, popular, and rewarding 

discipleship series in today’s 

international, interdenomi-

national Christian education 

scene—The Alpha Series—

in our very own church. 

We’ll start each week at 

6:00 pm with a family meal 

cooked by our own Chef 

Mark, and we will overlap 

our dinner with a video talk 

by the Rev. Nicky Gumbel. 

This will be followed by dis-

cussion in small groups. 

What is Alpha? 

One acronym portrays it 

well:

A Anyone

L Laughter and learning

P Pasta (food)

H Helping

A Ask anything

This series presents an over-

view of the basics of Chris-

tianity in a way that will feed 

believers and attract non-

believers. Nicky Gumbel is 

both thought-provoking and 

entertaining—you will not 

be bored, and neither will 

your non-Providence 

friends. 

You should bring friends 

whether they are believers, 

serious seekers, or casually 

curious—the target for this 

ministry is anyone who 

wants to know more about 

Christianity. The discussion 

times are designed for 

expressing any question or 

point of view without fear of 

judgment. And especially if 

you’ve wanted to share your 

faith but never knew exactly 

how to go about it, then this 

is for you and those you’d 

like to share with! 

Christianity: 

Boring, untrue, or 

irrelevant? 

Mark your calendar now for 

Monday, September 13, 

6:00 pm, to hear Nicky 

Gumbel’s answer to that 

question and share with a 

newly forming community!

What others have 

said about Alpha

All of the following quotes 

are from people who have 

taken the Alpha Course at 

other churches.

Mark: “When I first heard 

about the Alpha course, I 

was at a stage when I was 

searching for something ‘out 

there.’ I really needed to ask 

questions and not feel like I 

was getting a hard-sell pitched 

at me. Now I perceive things 

differently and just feel so at 

peace. I have also met a won-

derful bunch of new friends in 

the course.” 

Anthony: “I didn’t expect the 

warm welcome I received, the 

interesting discussions, or the 

lack of pressure to speak in the 

small groups that followed. I 

found that I could express any 

doubts about Christianity, and 

that my opinions would be 

respected. If I had an issue 

with something, I had a forum 

to voice it with no need to 

apologize.”

Bill: “For the first time in my 

30+ years I realized 

that God wasn’t 

something far 

away.” 

Juli: “I feel a 

true peace 

about my life. 

Life is still dif-

ficult as a single 

mother, yet I know 

that Jesus is right 

there with me. I 

always felt that 

there was some-

thing missing, and 

now that Jesus is in 

my life, I know that it 

was knowing Him.”

Dane: “I realized that even 

though I had a limited reli-

gious background I was very 

naïve about Christianity. I 

was challenged by the 

thought of where my life 

was headed . . . why is it so 

empty? Even though I had a 

great wife and good kids, 

something was missing.”

Chuck: “I have always 

wanted to learn something 

new and explore the Bible. 

This course has provided me 

this opportunity. I welcome 

the chance to 

see things 

from 

another 

perspec-

tive.”

Cynthia: I 

decided to 

take the 

Alpha course 

because I was 

unsure what it 

was I believed. I 

needed something 

to fill the empty 

place in my 

life.”

C h r i s t i a n

E d u c a t i o n
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Youth Director 

search update 

By Pastor Mark Renn

Following the forward 

thinking and creative energy 

of our Session retreat, our 

Youth Ministry Team has 

begun working with a team 

from Overlook Presbyterian 

to find and hire a shared 

youth director. 

Our goal is to combine our 

youth ministry programs 

and hire one person to over-

see the youth programs at 

both churches.

Since Overlook has a very 

small number of youth 

(about 3-4 at the current 

time), they will be joining 

most of our existing pro-

grams at Providence (Mobil-

ity and Ignition). The youth 

director will be given 

responsibility over both of 

these programs and will also 

be expected to build rela-

tionships with our students 

and their friends outside of 

church programs. 

We hope that this will be an 

exciting new chapter in the 

life of the youth at both 

Providence and Overlook 

churches. Our combined 

groups will begin doing 

things together this summer, 

and we will kick off our fall 

youth ministry year the 

Wednesday after Labor Day. 

Interested in getting in on 

this new venture on the 

ground floor? Then speak to 

me as soon as possible, shar-

ing your gifts, interests, and 

goals for the youth of our 

church. 

Our half of the search com-

mittee consists of Youth 

Elder Liz Gross, Ken 

Gadomski, Melodie 

Garner, and Myra Roebuck, 

with Pastor Mark serving as 

an initial vision-caster and 

later ad hoc member. 

The Overlook participants are 

Pastor Sean Hill in the same 

role as Pastor Mark as well as 

Amy Clay, current youth 

director John Killian (who will 

be leaving for Ireland later this 

month), Lauren Tousinau 

(who will be leaving for the 

University of Alabama later 

this month, and high school 

senior Alex Crow.

Youth

Stewardship

Summertime and stewardship

By Al Drinovsky, Stewardship Elder

Taking a page from Chris Duncan . . .

. . . “Summer time and the giving is 

slow.”

It is normal that the giving is slow 

in the summer. Right now we are 

about 8-10% below our 2010 esti-

mate of giving. 

As you may remember, we have plans 

to add a youth director to our staff this 

year. This will help enhance our youth pro-

gram here at Providence and within the com-

munity. These plans have started, but the 

final decision to employ this person will be 

based on our giving vs our 2010 estimate of 

giving.

So please keep your giving up to date this 

summer even if you are on vacation. And if 

you come home with money left over from 

your vacation trip and don’t know what to do 

with it, you may want to consider the Provi-

dence budget.
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Pastor’s Study Goes to the Movies 

continues in August

Please join us to watch and 

discuss these engaging and 

powerful movies at the 

church! Each movie touches 

on very different themes 

that resound with both the 

Christian story and our duty 

to serve and love each other. 

All ratings descriptions 

are courtesy of the MPAA. 

Please use them as a guide 

for bringing youth and 

children. 

We will meet at the church 

on Tuesday evenings from 

6:00 pm to whenever the 

movie and brief discussion 

are concluded. 

August 3—Whale Rider

Rated PG-13 for brief lan-

guage and momentary drug 

reference. 

A contemporary story of 

love, rejection, and triumph 

as a young Maori girl 

fights to fulfill a destiny 

her grandfather refuses to 

recognize. 

August 10—Hotel 

Rwanda

Rated PG-13 on appeal for 

violence, disturbing images 

and brief strong language. 

Amid the holocaust of inter-

necine tribal fighting in 

Rwanda that sees the savage 

butchering of hundreds of 

thousands of men, women, 

and children, one ordinary 

man (Oscar nominee Don 

Cheadle) musters the courage 

to save more than 1,000 help-

less refugees by sheltering 

them in the hotel he manages. 

Bread ministry

By Laura Anderson, 

Outreach Elder

The Outreach Team would 

like to renew the Providence 

tradition of delivering bread 

to first-time visitors. The note 

that accompanies the bread 

reads, “Our church is an 

active community of faith 

always eager to love God and 

serve our neighbors. Please 

enjoy this bread as a tangible 

expression of the hospitality 

of our congregation.” 

The note also gives the

recipients our web address, 

lets them know how to 

contact Pastor Mark for 

additional information, 

and tells them we hope to 

worship with them again. 

The delivering of the 

bread 

is a cheerful and quick 

way to contact visitors.

If you would like to be a part 

of this ministry, there are 

several ways that you can 

help. We need individually 

wrapped and labeled loaves 

of bread to deliver to the vis-

itors. Bread will be stored in 

the freezer until it is needed. 

Another way to help is to 

provide decorative bags for 

the loaves of bread. You can 

contact Laura Anderson, 

Outreach Elder 

(clydeandlaura@gmail.com 

or 454-6093), or Marlene 

Taylor (lmjltaylor@

bellsouth.net or 661-8905) 

By Laura Anderson

Are you looking for a closely knit 

group with Bible study, fellowship, 

and a crafty twist? 

Are you anxious to increase your 

vocabulary by using the words “purl” 

and “warp” in your sentences? 

Then we have the group for you! 

Closely knit

Join us for fellowship, a short 

Bible study led by Laura 

Anderson, and knitting les-

sons with the knitting guru, 

aka Betty Blakeman.

Bring a friend, knitting needles, 

and yarn to our meeting on 

Thursday, August 19, at 

6:00 pm. For additional information, contact 

Laura Anderson (251-454-6093 or 

clydeandlaura@gmail.com).
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By Jerry Williams

And they went out and fled 

from the tomb: for trembling 

and astonishment had come 

upon them. (Mark 16:8)

And they found the stone rolled 

away from the tomb, but when 

they went in they did not find 

the body. (Luke 24: 2-3)

The cross is the most frequent 

and recognizable Christian 

symbol. Whether it appears 

on top of a church, some-

where within a church, or 

around someone’s neck, the 

message of sacrifice is recog-

nized and understood by 

Christians around the world. 

I recently constructed a 

meditation maze on our 

church property. In a 

depression in the middle of 

the maze, I dug a hole and 

lined it with rocks. Another 

stone was made to appear 

that it had been rolled away. 

My intention was to symbol-

ize the empty tomb.

My intended symbolism is 

not easily recognized by 

many people. The lack of rec-

ognition may be due to my 

creative limitations, but even 

when I explain the symbol-

ism, I have found the empty 

tomb does not evoke the 

same passion as the cross.

The difficulty symbolizing 

and experiencing the empty 

tomb is unfortunate. To me 

the empty tomb is a power-

ful symbol. The tomb repre-

sents God’s power over 

death and our greatest hope 

for eternal life. The empty 

tomb is a symbol that should 

evoke awe, hope and joy.

While I am thankful for the 

pain and sacrifice represented 

by the cross, I am also very 

grateful for the hope and joy 

represented by the empty 

tomb.

Prayer 

Dear Lord for your sacrifice 

represented in the cross, we 

thank you; for the hope rep-

resented by the empty tomb, 

we thank you. Help us live 

lives bringing thanksgiving 

and hope into this very 

needy world.

Prayer Focus 

For those in need of hope.

Editor’s Note: This devotional 

appeared in the last issue of The 

Upper Room.

By CJ Kriner, Building & Grounds 

Elder

Three work days are scheduled over 

the next six months. Each follows the 

Men’s Group meeting at 9:00 am. 

There is a lot to be done, so the more 

the merrier:

� Saturday, September 18,
 

10:00 am

� Saturday, November 13, 

10:00 am

� Saturday, January 14, 

10:00 am

Any suggestions, requests, or needs 

for the building and grounds of the 

church can be placed in the Building 

and Grounds box in the hall. Or 

contact me (232-4947 or cjkriner@ 

msn.com). 

The Empty Tomb
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Providence Farms

By Pastor Mark Renn

I want to call your attention to the exciting things 

that are happening at Providence Farms (our 

community garden).

We just had 25 volunteers from 3.0 Mission 

Interns come out and spend the afternoon clear-

ing beds, composting dead plants, planting new 

seeds, tilling new beds and even landscaping our 

newly relocated shower house. 

We have been growing and sharing vegetables 

throughout the summer and have just repurposed 

Hunger Ministries. So please stop by and purchase some 

homemade and healthy food items, or just make a donation 

of the change in your pocket to help our hunger-related 

ministries. 

We are also about to design and order a whole new set of 

Garden t-shirts, so keep an eye out for those! If you see fresh 

produce available in the basket directly underneath the 

booth, please take whatever you can use or share, and leave 

an appropriate donation in the jar. 

And remember, it’s never too late for you to “come grow 

with us!” 

the booth in the main hallway to serve as a “farm stand” to 

sell our pickled goods and fresh surplus vegetables. 

All of the money raised (and donated) at this stand will be 

split evenly between the Community Garden and our 
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By Nedra Bloom

Actually, Les Taylor’s work at 

Providence isn’t in the back-

ground at all. It’s in the heart 

of the sanctuary. But you have 

to be there pretty early on a 

Sunday morning to see him at 

work.

Each week, as the Praise Band 

finishes its rehearsal and the 

Choir starts its Sunday run-

through, Les and his wife, 

Marlene, sweep through the 

sanctuary, laying out a roll of 

fellowship on the end of each 

row of chairs and just gener-

ally making sure everything 

looks right. After worship, 

they walk through with the 

ushers, cleaning up commun-

ion cups, and whisking away 

the stray bulletin.

It’s an extension of the work 

they do as ushers every third 

Sunday, Taylor said, insisting 

that “it’s not big deal.” 

“It’s something we can do,” 

he said. “Just a small way 

Marlene and I can give back.”

And why is that important? 

“One way to honor God is con-

tributing in small ways to His 

house,” Taylor said.

There are plenty of opportuni-

ties to help at Providence, he 

said, and it’s easy to discover 

them—for anyone with open 

ears and willing hands.

Les and Marlene joined 

Providence 15 years ago, just 

after they were married. But 

it wasn’t Sunday worship 

that attracted them. In fact, 

Les’s job working with the 

mainframe computer at the 

University of South 

Alabama usually prevented 

him from attending Sunday 

services—so Les and Mar-

lene were stalwarts of the 

old Saturday evening wor-

ship service. When it ended, 

a decade ago, they spent two 

years attending Grace Pres-

byterian. But when Les’s 

schedule changed, they 

came back to Providence as 

Sunday morning regulars.

Away from work and 

church, Les loves to read, 

and he and Marlene spend 

many an hour at Planet Fit-

ness, keeping in shape. Dog 

people through and 

through, they lost their bea-

gle last year and have spent 

the ensuing months enjoy-

ing other people’s dogs.

Who’s THAT in the 

background?

Who’s THAT in the 

background?*

*straightening up the sanctuary
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� August 19, 1990—

Avriana Gore, daughter 

of Ava and Les Gore, 

was baptized.

� August 19, 1990—

Myrna and Curtis 

Andrews, Ray Gibson, 

and Maurice Shields 

joined Providence.

� August 1990—Logos 

held a swim party and 

covered dish supper at 

the Boyces.

� August 18, 1991—

Jimmy Estes, son of 

Cecilia and Dale Estes, 

was baptized.

� August 9, 1992—Kathy 

Veland joined 

Providence.

� August 23, 1992—John 

Curtis Andrews, son of 

Myrna and Curtis 

Andrews, was baptized.

� August 29, 1992—Ray 

Gibson died.

� August 1992—The 

Evangelism Bible Task 

Group held a Training 

and Appreciation 

Dinner.

� August 15, 1993—Linda 

and Fred Lawyer, Leon 

Paige, and Susan 

Gibson joined 

Providence.

� August 1993—The 

Providence Community 

Bar-B-Que was held. 

Entertainment was 

provided by 

ReAffirmation.

� August 1994—Dodi 

Berry was hired as 

church secretary 

following the 

resignation of Janet 

Leffard.

� August 1994—Betty 

Carolyn Hearon 

published her vacation 

devotional guide Sea, 

Sand, and the Savior.

� August 19, 1995—

Morgan Case, grandson 

of Doris and Ken 

Morgan, was baptized.

� August 20, 1995—

Wanda Hickox, Elaine 

Hickox, and Chaz 

Hickox joined 

Providence.

� August 1995—Logos 

held a canoe trip.

� August 10, 1996—

Special guest at the 

Providence Coffee 

House for teens was 

Andrea Glenn.

� August 1996—Members 

of Providence attended 

the dedication of the 

new pews at Hillsdale 

Presbyterian.

� August 10, 1997—

Joshua Marthens, 

Dulcie Marthens, and 

Sue Madison were 

baptized.

� August 10, 1997—

Randa Davis joined 

Providence.

� August 15, 1997—An Ice 

Cream Social and Cool 

Comedy was held. 

Entertainment was 

provided by nationally 

known Christian 

comedian Paul 

Alderich.

� August 1997—Providence 

started providing large-

print worship bulletins.

� August 23, 1998—An all-

church leaders meeting 

and cookout were held.

� August 30, 1998—

Providence members gave 

a pint, ate a pint, and sang 

their hearts out at a blood 

drive, ice cream social, and 

hymn sing.

� August 14, 1999—

Following the Saturday 

evening service, a farewell 

dessert was held to honor 

the Rosenstiel family. 

Nancy Rosenstiel had 

served as Saturday 

organist for several years; 

she and husband Don 

Rosenstiel also sang in the 

Choir on Sunday.

� August 22, 1999—Gene 

Crossley was installed on 

Session.

� August 1999—Logos held 

a retreat at Beckwith 

Lodge.

� August 2, 2000—Michelle 

Dickens resigned as 

Director of Christian 

Education.

� August 27, 2000—

Providence held a 

combined worship service 

with Hillsdale 

Presbyterian at Hillsdale.

� August 2001—Wendy 

Mouner was hired to 

work in the Nursery.

� August 2002—Providence 

youth attended the 

national Logos conference 

in Massanetta Springs.

� August 10, 2003—

Katelyn Knowles was 

baptized.

� August 23, 2003—The 

youth went on a canoe 

trip.

� August 2003—The 

Shepherd Program 

began.

� August 2003—The 

youth redecorated the 

Sr. High Room.

� August 14/15, 2003—

Rally Weekend was held 

with a VBS reunion on 

Saturday and the fall 

Christian Education 

kickoff and a potluck 

lunch on Sunday.

� August 11, 2006—A 

church growth 

celebration luncheon 

was held. Guest speaker 

was the Rev. Dr. Mark 

Mueller.

� August 2006—The men 

of the church attended 

Promise Keepers in 

Mobile.

� August 4, 2006—The 

youth held a service 

project and midnight 

bowling.

� August 13, 2006—Toby 

Mueller led her first 

worship service as 

Interim Pastor.

� August 26, 2006—A 

“Toby Time” potluck 

supper was held for new 

Interim Pastor Toby 

Mueller.

This month in the history 

of Providence

This month in the history 

of Providence

(See “History” on page 15)
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Book reviews by Ken Shaw

People Pleasers

By Les Carter

Carter, author and 

counselor, writes of 

the need to be free of 

pleasing others to our 

own detriment. He 

presents case studies 

and then engages the 

reader with questions 

to determine if his 

or her situation is 

similar. 

Allowing oneself to be dominated by 

another is the cause of anger, depres-

sion, or self-accusing behaviors. In 

most cases the pattern of compliance is 

a carryover from childhood. In many 

cases self-worth has to be restored to 

build confidence when encountering 

the abuser. 

Carter advocates speaking the truth in 

love as the people pleaser puts an end 

to the insults and demands. Usually, 

the insecure abuser quotes Scripture or 

tries to guilt the pleaser into confor-

mity. The section on “Finding Balance 

in your Life” is especially helpful for 

the overpleaser. Respect and accep-

tance must be the basis for any grow-

ing relationship at home or the 

workplace. With effort many patterns 

can be reversed. 

The book is helpful, but at times a 

counselor is needed to surmount the 

problem.

God’s Blogs

By Lanny Donoho

The author readily 

admits that blogs 

come via the Internet, 

and God does not 

write them. Still he 

writes as God in the 

first person, address-

ing many topics. 

In the chapter on laughter he reminds 

us that God created us with the capac-

ity to laugh and says that we should 

loosen up on our serious side. In deal-

ing with the “why” questions, he main-

tains that the closer we come to know 

God, the more we will enjoy life and 

the more this relationship will over-

shadow our questions. 

At the end of the book Donoho intro-

duces himself and how he grew with 

the Lord. His full-time interest is run-

ning BigStuf Camps for teenagers as 

well as writing books. [Editor’s note: 

Our youth attended a BigStuf Camp last 

summer.]

It would be interesting to write from 

God’s perspective to help us clarify 

our thoughts of who He is. “If I were 

God, I would” could be a beginning. 

Perhaps the book’s greatest value is to 

encourage us to back off our serious 

side and see God as a partner in play.

The Family Friendly 

Church

By Ben Freudenburg

with Rick Lawrence

The book begins with an 

assessment of our con-

temporary culture—the 

culture that once sup-

ported church values 

now causes problems. 

Throughout the book 

the author has what he 

calls “Rest Stops.” 

“Quiet Detours,” and “Construction 

Zones” to challenge the reader to reflect 

and focus on the material presented and 

to consider projects to achieve goals.

Freudenburg surveyed churches he 

believed were making a difference in 

supporting families to counter cultural 

influences. He wanted to learn the reason 

for their effectiveness. He found out that 

the separate programs began with the 

most pressing community-caused needs. 

Staff were then hired to produce pro-

grams to meet those needs. Many 

churches had programs specifically 

aimed at meeting the needs of parents in 

reading their children. These programs 

are described as well as the programs 

they use to strengthen the family.

The ideas presented are applicable to 

most churches. This community-focused 

book does inspire ideas to help a 

church’s outreach.

(See “Library” on page 11)

“I HAVE ALWAYS IMAGINED THAT 

PARADISE WILL BE A KIND OF LIBRARY.”

— JORGE LUIS BORGES
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Choosing to 

Change 

By Carole Lewis

The book’s 

subtitle is 

“The First 

Place Chal-

lenge.” First 

Place is a 

“Christ-cen-

tered health 

program” 

called a life-

changing spiritual experi-

ence with an emphasis on 

weight loss. 

Lewis began as a participant 

in the first First Place group 

at the First Baptist Church of 

Houston. The four words on 

the logo—”physical,” “spiri-

tual,” “emotional,” and 

“mental”—indicate the main 

thrust of the group. 

For the physical dimension 

the program emphasizes the 

need for exercise as well as a 

good diet. Spiritually, the 

stress is on waiting on God 

for His direction. Emotional 

healing is believed to come 

from time spent in the read-

ing of the Bible. For the men-

tal dimension Lewis listens 

to inspirational tapes during 

dead times.

The group helped Lewis 

put God in the “first place” 

in her life. She soon became 

the national director. Funda-

mental for the group are a 

number of commitments 

that include Bible reading, 

prayer, and verse 

memorization.

The appeal is obviously for 

women with weight con-

cerns. A men’s group needs 

to be activity-centered to 

meet a need, such as helping 

women’s car problems or 

making toys for kids. The 

book does inspire making 

positive change decisions.

Claiming a 

Frontier: Ministry 

and Older People

By Robert W. McClellan

Aging is one of these topics 

that we will think about 

tomorrow as most of the 

words associated with it are 

negative. Gerontology, or the 

science of aging, has received 

much study since the pub-

lishing of this book in 1977. 

Then, as now, our youth cul-

ture has increasingly moved 

in the direction of ignoring 

the older citizens even to the 

extent of considering legisla-

tion eliminating those con-

sidered unproductive. 

The author emphasizes the 

importance of the church to 

provide help in the areas of 

education, exercise, a will to 

live, resiliency to face losses, 

creative expression, a sense 

of community, and 

increased spiritual fervor. 

McClellan does not provide 

a specific program, however, 

as the needs vary with indi-

viduals, but he does have 

suggestions once the needs 

are identified. There is an 

extensive index of resources 

to meet these needs.

Programs that would bring 

old and young people 

together would be mutually 

profitable as the wisdom of 

the old would be shared with 

the idealism of the young.

Annie

Chickasaw Civic Theater will 

present the musical Annie on 

September 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 

and 26.

Cast

Cast members include the 

following:

� Don Bloom—Drake (the 

butler)

� Nedra Bloom—Mrs. Pugh 

(the cook)

� Lori Seman—Bonnie 

Boylan

Crew

Crew members include the 

following:

� Don Bloom—Set 

construction

� Ken Gadomski—Scenic 

artist

� Lori Seman—Set 

construction

Board of Directors

Members of the Chickasaw 

Civic Theater Board of Direc-

tors include the following:

� Nedra Bloom—Currently 

serving her fifth term; also 

served as President for 

three years

� Ken Gadomski—Elected 

to his first term in July

(“Library,” from page 10)

Traveling Mercies

By Anne Lamott

The promo-

tions on the 

back jacket 

talk of the 

writer’s 

humor. 

However, 

this com-

ment must 

have been 

made without reading the 

book or by someone who 

thinks a book about faith is 

funny if four-letter words 

are used. 

Lamott writes of her wealthy 

but pagan upbringing, 

which provided a good edu-

cation without a moral com-

pass. She is candid about her 

search for truth and the 

ways she coped with the 

consequences of wrong 

choices, including the birth 

of a son. Her developing 

faith reveals the struggles 

believers have to seek God 

while dealing with baggage 

from the past.

Though well-written, the 

book can in no way be con-

sidered ennobling or 

encouraging. The work does 

foster the desire to present to 

similar individuals the com-

fort that only God can give.

Not every book is a winner.

News from 

Chickasaw Civic 

Theater

“THE MORE THAT YOU READ, THE 

MORE THINGS YOU WILL KNOW. 

THE MORE YOU LEARN, THE 

MORE PLACES YOU’LL GO.”

— DR. SEUSS, I CAN READ WITH MY

EYES SHUT!
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Scoutmaster update

By Manny Russo, 

Scoutmaster

July was an awesome month 

for the troop. Twelve scouts 

and adults spent 16 days at 

Philmont Scout Ranch in 

Cimarron, NM. These guys 

hiked about 80 miles through 

the mountains of New Mexico. 

They did this with a 40-45 

pound backpack. 

The highlight of this trip was to 

reach the top of Mt. Phillips, 

which is about 12,000 feet. As 

you have heard before, scout-

ing is an “Outdoor Program,” 

meaning that outdoor skills and 

leadership skills are acquired 

through activities in the out-

doors. A tough trek, beautiful 

scenery, and amazing wildlife 

were enjoyed by all. This trek 

was very challenging—both 

physically and mentally.

 It is worthy to note that we 

had bears around our camp-

site, which kept us a little 

“wired” on one night! 

The July campout took place 

at the Alabama 4-H center 

located in Columbiana on 

Lay Lake. The scouts 

enjoyed swimming in the 

pool, water skiing, tubing, 

and knee boarding, playing 

putt-putt golf, and touring 

the science center. A bonus 

to this trip was that we 

stayed in air conditioned 

cottages! This is a big treat 

and a rarity in scouting. 

The Spanish Trail District 

(the district that your troop 

is in) had a “cook off” at 

Christ United Methodist 

Church. While our scouts 

did not win First Place, they 

took Second Place, and two 

patrols tied for Third Place. 

Congratulations to Jacob W, 

who took Second Place with 

his Dutch oven pizza. It was 

awesome! This activity 

enables the scouts to demon-

strate the cooking skills they 

have learned through 

monthly campouts.

On August 3, the troop will 

participate in the Mississippi 

Coastal Emergency Pre-

paredness Exercise in Ocean 

Springs, Gautier, and Pasca-

goula. Our scouts will be vic-

tims of injuries and chemical 

poisoning. They will be eval-

uated, treated, and trans-

ported to various hospitals 

for more comprehensive 

care. This type of activity 

helps the scouts understand 

the importance of being pre-

pared for catastrophic disas-

ter/injuries and will help 

them to be prepared to be a 

part of their communities 

emergency preparedness. 

The August campout will 

involve a canoe trip on the 

Perdido River in Pensacola. 

This canoe trip will help 

scouts learn the skills neces-

sary for canoeing, and it will 

also be a lot of fun. 

As you can see, the troop 

continues to be very active in 

hopes that young boys will 

grow into responsible young 

men. Thanks for your sup-

port of Troop 292.
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Session Activities

May 15 Stated 

Session meeting

� Distributed examination 

questions to the nomi-

nees for the Elder Class 

of 2013.

� Shared each nominee’s 

brief account of his/her 

faith journey. 

� Received a letter of 

thanks from the Red 

Cross for $382 (the pro-

ceeds from the Haiti 

Relief t-shirts youth 

fundraiser); were 

informed that more 

shirts are available and 

that additional funds 

might still be sent to the 

Red Cross. 

� Received a letter of 

appreciation from 

Penelope House for 

$125 (the proceeds 

from the Souper Bowl 

youth fundraiser). 

� Approved the minutes 

of the April 11 stated 

meeting. 

� Received the Pastor’s 

report.

� Were reminded that 

Pastor Mark would be 

chaperoning the youth 

mission trip and leading 

the Presbytery youth 

camp. 

� Discussed plans for fill-

ing the pulpit on June 

13, 20, and 27, and July 4. 

� Approved a motion to 

approve vacation time 

for Pastor Mark (July 18-

24 and August 18- 

September 1.

� Were informed that 

Providence’s work with 

Faith by Works (Grand 

Bay) in May was a suc-

cess. Providence’s par-

ticipation in this 

ministry will continue, 

and the schedule will be 

flexible. 

� Were informed that 15 

people are involved 

with Providence’s com-

munity garden, many as 

a direct result of the 

newspaper story. 

� Were informed that 

Providence will show a 

series of movies again 

this summer. Pastor 

Mark will present a list 

and dates by the next 

stated meeting of the 

session. 

� Tabled the monthly 

calendar check.

� Were informed that the 

sailing outing, cancelled 

because of rain, would 

be rescheduled. 

� Tabled the monthly 

review of the Trea-

surer’s Report.

� Were informed by 

Pastor Mark that Kevin 

Fredelake had resigned 

from the Session.

� Agreed that the Session 

would operate with 11 

members for the next 

year with the assump-

tion that it would return 

to 12 members begin-

ning in June 2011. 

� Adopted the document 

How Long Church Records 

Should Be Kept. The 

following items and 

times are covered:

– Accident and injuries 

records (Workers 

Compensation claims 

records)—6 years 

after settled 

– Accounts payable 

records (claims and 

disbursements 

records, expenses, 

accounting, paid 

invoices, finance, 

purchasing)—7 years 

– Accounts receivable 

(Membership contri-

butions, offering 

records)—7 years 

– Administrative 

reports (Session meet-

ings, congregational 

meetings, committee/

team meetings)—

Permanent    

– Annual fiscal reports 

(Closing of the books 

records, general led-

gers, income state-

ments, balance sheets, 

cash flow state-

ments)—Permanent 

– Architectural draw-

ings, blueprints, 

maps, construction 

records—Permanent 

– Audit reports—

Permanent 

– Bank deposit books—

7 years 

– Bank deposit slips 

and bank reconcilia-

tion—3 years

– Bank statements—7 

years 

– Benefits policies and 

procedures, records—

Permanent 

– Bequest and estate 

papers (wills, gift agree-

ments, bequests)—

Permanent 

– Budget records (annual 

budget)—Permanent 

– Bulletins (Sunday wor-

ship and special church 

occasion bulletins) —

Permanent 

– Bylaws—Permanent 

– Cancelled checks (rou-

tine cashed checks)—

7 years 

– Cancelled checks 

(important items)—

Permanent

– Capital stock and bond 

records—Permanent 

– Certificates of deposit—

3 years 

– Contracts (repairs, 

maintenance, lease 

agreements, loans)—

Active + 7 years 

– Correspondence (legal 

and other important 

matters)—Permanent 

– Correspondence 

(routine) – 1 year

– Deeds (deeds, convey-

ances, covenants, 

easements, bills of 

sale, mortgages)—

Permanent 

– Directories—

Permanent 

(See “Session” on page 15)
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– Employment eligibility 

verification forms —

Active + 1 year

– Employment policies 

and procedure 

records—Permanent 

– Fixed asset purchases —

Permanent 

– Grievance Records—

Active + 3 years 

– Housing allowance 

forms—7 years 

– Insurance policies (poli-

cies and claims)—Per-

manent 

– Internal memos—3 

years 

– Inventories of property 

and equipment—Per-

manent, reviewed, and 

updated 

– Invoices—7 years 

(except for major 

construction)

– Membership records 

(membership register, 

baptisms, marriages, 

transfers, deaths)—

Permanent 

– Newsletters (church, 

teen, women’s, and 

other groups)—

Permanent 

– Pay authorization 

Records – 5 years

– Personnel records/

files—Active + 7 years

– Photographs, slides, 

audio and video tapes, 

DVDs—5 years

– Pledge cards—1 year 

– Policies and procedures 

—Permanent 

– Property appraisals—7 

years 

– Property files (deeds, 

title papers, repair his-

tory, permits, lease 

agreements)—

Permanent 

– Purchase orders—

7 years

– Real estate surveys 

(surveys, plot plans, 

and related corre-

spondence)—

Permanent 

– Rejected applications 

(Rejected or incom-

plete employment 

applications)—2 

years 

– Search records 

(PNC)—Active + 7 

years 

– Search records (all 

others)—5 years 

– Shipping and freight 

records – 3 years 

– Staff meeting records 

– permanent 

– Tax exempt certifi-

cates (certificates 

and Form 990)—

Permanent 

– Tax returns and other 

IRS documents (941, 

940, A2, W2, W3…)—

7 Years

– Tax withholding 

authorization 

records—Active + 7 

years 

– Time sheets—7 years 

– Travel records—

5 years 

� Approved a recom-

mendation from the 

Nursery Search Com-

mittee to employ 

Amber Nelson and 

Kristen Taylor, subject 

to the police back-

ground check, on an 

as-needed basis to fill 

our childcare provider 

needs at a pay rate of 

$10.00 per hour.

�

Were informed by 

Pastor Mark that our 

recent visitors include 

the Rev. Billy Martin 

and his wife Joanne. The 

Rev. Martin might be 

willing to fill our pulpit 

occasionally. 

� Were informed that the 

Outreach Team would 

meet with the Worship 

Team soon.    

May 23 congrega-

tional meeting

� Were informed by 

Pastor Mark that the 

Session would proceed 

for the next year with 

10 elders. 

� Approved a motion to 

elect Laura Anderson, 

Linda Payne, and Lori 

Seman to the Session, 

Class of 2013. 

June 6 Called 

Session meeting

� Approved a motion that, 

in view of the question/

answer time at the 

retreat and successful 

completion of the test 

covering the Book of 

Order, Linda Payne and 

Lori Seman be ordained 

as elders and that Laura 

Anderson, Linda Payne, 

and Lori Seman be 

installed on Session dur-

ing worship on June 6. 

(“Session,” from page 14)

� August 19, 2007—A 

potluck luncheon was 

held.

� August 10, 2008—Toby 

Mueller conducted her 

final worship service as 

Interim Pastor.

� August 17, 2008—

Providence met the 

Renns and held a 

potluck luncheon.

� August 2008—Betty 

Montjoy taught the 

adult Sunday School 

class. Her topic was 

“Psalms: Prayers of the 

Heart.”

� August 2008—The 

women of the church 

met to study Bad Girls of 

the Bible, led by Jeny 

Williams and Betty 

Montjoy.

� August 1, 2009—A 

youth fundraiser yard 

sale was held.

� August 1 and 15, 2009—

Work days were held for 

Josh Nottenkamper’s 

Eagle Scout community 

garden project.

� August 22, 2009—Drs. 

Laura Moore and 

Thomas Rowell, both 

staff members at the 

University of South 

Alabama, conducted a 

clinic for the Choir.

(“History,” from page 9)
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Worship service volunteers schedule

By Mary Mastrangelo, Worship Elder

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers

August 1, 2010 Liz Gross Intinction Bill Berry

Nedra Bloom Buck Bolton

Gene Crossley Mary Mastrangelo

Joan Rommes

August 8, 2010 Nedra Bloom Gene Crossley

Tom Fletcher

Aggie Roebuck

Jerry Williams

August 15, 2010 Pam Fredelake Al Drinovsky Debbie Purvis

Jerry Esneul Don Purvis

Valerie Harden Marlene Taylor

Liz Gross Les Taylor

August 21, 2010 Don Bloom Betty Blakeman

Al Drinovsky

Michelle Nall

TBA

August 29, 2010 Jerry Williams Healing & Wholeness Larry Montjoy

Betty Montjoy Sharon Smith

TBA

TBA

From church bulletins 

throughout the US:

� Just bring yourself as an 

appetizer.

� Sermon: “The Grace for 

Growling”

� The plane represents the 

money Sunday School 

students contribute to 

LAMP (the Lutheran 

Assassination of Mis-

sionaries and Pilots).

� The church picnic is right 

around the coroner!

� Join us after service this 

evening for finger snakes 

in the fellowship hall.
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August 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:30 am

Worship—

Communion

Lori Seman

2
6:00 pm

Youth Director 

Team meeting at 

Overlook 

Presbyterian

6:30 pm

Worship Team 

meeting

7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

3
6:00 pm

Pastor’s Study 

Goes to the 

Movies—Whale 

Rider

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

4
7:00 pm

Choir

5
7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

6
Church office 

closed

7
9:00 am

Men’s Group

5:30 am

the Well

8
9:30 am

Worship

12:10 pm

Session

Courtney 

Duncan

Sharon Smith

9
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

Amy Fletcher 

Messer

10
6:00 pm

Pastor’s Study 

Goes to the 

Movies—Hotel 

Rwanda

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

Katrina 

Westerberg

11
7:00 pm

Choir

12
7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

13
Church office 

closed

Pam Fredelake

Leon Paige

14
Ricky Bolton

15
9:30 am

Worship—

Communion

Curtis Andrews

Les Taylor

16
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

17
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

18
7:00 pm

Choir

August 18-

September 1

Pastor Mark on 

vacation

Megan Berry 

Knowles

19
6:00 pm

Closely Knit 

meeting

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

20
Church office 

closed

Presbytery 

meeting at Swift 

Presbyterian 

Church

Valerie Harden

21
9:00 am

Men’s Group

Presbytery 

meeting at Swift 

Presbyterian 

Church

22
9:30 am

Worship—

Communion

23
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

Mina Bolton

24
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

25
7:00 pm

Choir

26
7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

27
Church office 

closed

28

29
9:30 am

Worship—

Healing & 

Wholeness

Lucky Esneul

30
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

31
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

Gloria Payne

1
7:00 pm

Choir

2
7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

3
Church office 

closed

4
9:00 am

Men’s Group
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Young at heart

The young-at-heart joined the Rev. Dr. Billy Martin for Children’s Time on Sunday, July 4. (Clockwise from front): Sharon Smith, Steve 

Crenshaw, Graham Hayes, Michelle Nall, Pastor Billy Martin, Myra Roebuck, Les Taylor, Barbara Fitzpatrick. Photo by Laura 

Anderson.


