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As a seminary student, I 
read these words and was 
inspired to serve the church 
as a pastor that demon-
strated faithfulness, risk-
taking, and courage in the 
face of both 
challenge and 
opportunity. In 
a day and age 
when many 
churches are rack-
ing their brains 
trying to figure out how to 
keep the doors open and the 
lights on, I am thankful to be 
a part of what is happening 
at Providence Presbyterian 

Money follows vision
Church. We are a church 
that takes risks, that operates 
with courage, and that is 
looking to a bright and vital 
future in the mission field of 
West Mobile. 

As a pastor, I 
hope to convey to the mem-
bers of and visitors to Provi-
dence Presbyterian Church 
that we are a church on the 

(See “Pastor” on page 2)

By Pastor Mark Renn

“In most aspects of ministry my 
desire would be to go back and live 
the second time with more cour-
age than I had the first time. The 
first chapter of Joshua is a favorite 
for me because in it God is repeat-
edly telling Joshua to have cour-
age. The theme is that we cannot 
take the promised land unless our 
faith gives us the courage to go for 
it. As I look back over the 
‘almosts’ of my ministry, I wish 
above all else that I had had more 
confidence, more courage.”
—John Galloway Jr., Ministry 
Loves Company

move. We are always looking 
for new ways to grow and 
serve our community, and 
we have been taking advan-
tage of those new ways. Our 
opportunities for disciple-

ship, service, and mission are 
as diverse as the people who 
call this church “home.” As a 
church that is constantly 
looking for ways to make a 
greater impact for Christ in 
our community, we are a 
church that says “Why not?” 
when faced with exciting 
new opportunities to touch 
another’s life with the tangi-
ble message of the Gospel. 

Most pastors dread Steward-
ship season because it has 
typically become a time 
when the pastor has to 
hound the members to meet 
the expectations for giving 
set forth by the Session. Most 
pastors despise the season 

Do you sing in the shower, 
sing in the rain, sing along 
with the radio, sing some-
one’s praises, whistle while 
you work, whistle “Dixie,” 
dance a jig, act, panto-
mime, recite, narrate, tell 
jokes, tell stories, tell tall 
takes, rock around the 
clock, twirl a baton, jug-
gle, play the kazoo, play 
the piano, play the 
flute, play the violin, do 

card tricks, or maybe 
even pull a rabbit out of 
a hat? 

Do you have a special 
talent, hobby, or craft 
to display, such as 
baking, needle-
craft, hand-
crafts, 
collect-
ing, build-
ing, writing, 

drawing, painting, or 
taxidermy?

Whatever your talent, please 
consider sharing it at the 
annual Stewardship Talent 
Show on Saturday, Novem-
ber 14. The more people 
who participate, the more 
fun we’ll all have.

Signup sheets are in the 
Narthex.

Annual Stewardship Talent Show
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of a church’s life.” —John 
Galloway, Jr.

The question is . . . do you 
feel the excitement growing? 
Do you get the sense that 
Providence Presbyterian 
Church is making a name for 
itself in our community? Do 
you realize that visitors are 
getting a sense that we are a 
church actively demonstrat-
ing the Great Commission 
and the Great Command-
ments? Do you see into the 
near future when two new 
apartment complexes will 
open within a half-mile of 
our church, one right across 
the street? As our commu-
nity grows, so expands our 
call to reach out and be the 
church that we are called to 
be in West Mobile. 

“A church does not come alive 
until its leadership completely 
rethinks the vision/money 
relationship. . . . The congrega-
tion rallies together and gives 
generously to the vision, [not 
just a budget . . . and] money 
will indeed follow vision if we 
only give vision a chance.” 
—John Galloway, Jr.

I have a bright and vital hope 
for the future of our church, 
and I am excited about being 
able to work with a great Ses-
sion that has already begun 
to lead the way for this excit-
ing season of growth and 
renewal in the life of Provi-
dence Presbyterian Church. 
Together, we have a lot of 
unique ideas that will help 
us reach new people with the 
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because it seems like begging, 
feels desperate and reeks of 
something worship shouldn’t 
be about: money and the bot-
tom line. Most pastors preach 
the same message on Steward-
ship every year, getting largely 
the same results. I don’t think 
like “most pastors.”

I love Stewardship season be-
cause it is a time when we can 
be reminded about how well 
we are doing. It is a time when 
we can share in the blessings 
that God has given us individ-
ually for the betterment of our 
community of faith. 

After much deliberation last 
year, the Session took a bold 
step in faith to develop and 
accept a 2009 budget that was 
above the projected giving 
based on the previous year’s 
giving. Do you know that as of 
this month, we are well ahead 
of our higher projected giving, 
both for members and visitors? 
Do you know that if this giving 
continues we will have 
exceeded our pledges and 
operating budget for 2009? Do 
you know that the Session has 
not only worked to provide 
exciting new programs and 
ministries this year but has also 
been such responsible stew-
ards that expenses are still well 
under budget? Do you know 
that the momentum we have 
picked up in 2009 sets us up to 
take significant leaps of faith in 
2010? Providence Presbyterian 
Church has been so faithful in 
giving its time and resources 
this year, that I am confident 
that our proposed budget for 
2010 will be met and include 
some exciting new elements.

“When we say that money follows 
vision, we are talking about a 
vision that is rooted in spiritual 
renewal and mission, which dares 
to take risks to see that mission is 
a serious player at the center 

(“Pastor,” from page 1) Gospel. We have a vision 
and a dream for this church 
that we will hold firmly to 
the things that are important 
to us while opening our arms 
to embrace new ways of liv-
ing out the Gospel, worship-
ping, and loving our 
neighbors. 

We have a vision, the will-
ingness to take risks, and the 
energy to go the distance. 
But we have nothing if we 
walk into this future alone. 
We need you, the members 
and visitors at Providence 
Presbyterian Church, to 
share with us in this vision. 
We need you to commit to 
supporting a vision that 
might include new invest-
ments, additional personnel, 
and improvements to our 
church grounds. The time is 
ripe for a leap of faith. Let’s 
not base our giving on last 
year’s expectations and bud-
get, but anticipate a year 
when our church steps out 
in faith and allows our 
money to follow this hopeful 
vision into the future. 

Be strong and courageous,

“Let’s start thinking about 
where we are going instead of 
where we have been. Let’s 
unlock our thinking . . . The 
future beckons us.” —John 
Galloway, Jr.
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Women’s Study

Monday nights, 7:00-8:30 pm, 
the ladies of Providence will 
continue to study the gifts of the
Spirit. These sessions require no 
prior study work and are not 
connectional. So COME ON . . . even if you’ve missed some 
sessions, we’d love to have you attend.

New Presbyterian news web site

For those of you interested in Presbyterian news . . . local or 
international . . . there is a new FREE website which will 
keep you informed. It is titled PNNews.org, and one would 
just access and follow the easy website instructions. 

If you choose to JOIN, your email address will be sent 
timely updates. Mission and communication take priority 
over announcements of anniversaries or localized celebra-
tions. PNNews.org exists because of the mutual trust and 
financial support among synods. 

Our synod of Living Waters will be well represented. Check 
it out and enjoy.

Alabama Presbyterian Campus Ministry

Alabama Presbyterian Campus Ministry (APCMB) is made of 
of representatives from several presbyteries. There is an excit-
ing campus ministry happening at Spring Hill Presbyterian 
church to nourish our college students. In fact, Spring Hill has 
a paid employee who is very excited about making this a GO, 
and I encourage you to pray for its success. 

The focus of APCMB is a Church-based model for Christian 
ministry and requires a real commitment for a local church, its 
leadership and its members to make Campus ministry a pri-
ority. It is already moving ahead and if you have an interest in 
learning more, PLEASE see one of the flyers at church and 
financially support this organization as desired.

Hanging of the Greens

The Hanging of the Greens—
decorating our church for Christmas—
will be on Saturday, November 28 . . . 
details to follow. There will be a craft 
project announced soon for making a Christmas 
decoration for your home or whomever.

Angel tradition

It is a tradition at Providence for all new families to hang 
an angel (with the family name and date) on the Christmas 
tree. Reminiscing about these angels is a very special part of 
decorating the tree each year as we remember those families 
no longer with us and think about what was going on in our 
own families the year we brought our own family’s angel.

If you’re new to Providence, please bring an 
angel ornament to hang on the Christmas tree. 

But you needn’t be a member—
visitors are welcome to share an
angel, too.

Noteworthy November Noteworthy November Noteworthy November Noteworthy November 
newsnewsnewsnews
By Jeny Williams, 

Fellowship elder
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By Mary Mastrangelo and Pam 
Garner, Worship Elders

The Worship Team is making a 
few alterations in both modes 
of serving Communion. 

In view of the current flu con-
cerns, hand sanitizer is being 
provided during Communion 
by intinction. This is coupled 
with ushers releasing each row, 
one-by-one, to avoid “people-
congestion” in the center aisle. 
Please remain seated until an 
usher indicates that you should 
stand and move into the center 
aisle. As you pass the usher, 
he/she will provide the sani-
tizer. We are using a foam type 
that distributes over the hands 
very quickly.

On the third Sunday when 
Communion is served, the 

elders are not being asked to 
position themselves at the 
left center, left wall, etc., as 
they used to. Several elders 
have already been  intro-
duced to this, and all elders 
will be asked to serve at 
some time during the year.

The main changes are as 
follows: 

1. Proceed to the front 
row of seats during the 
Doxology. 

2. When Pastor Mark asks 
the elders to come for-
ward, two stand to the 
left of the baptismal font 
and two to the right, fac-
ing the congregation. 

3. When it is time to serve, 
the two “outer” elders go 
toward the walls and 

wait at the ends of the 
first rows where people 
are seated. The two 
“inner” elders serve the 
choir and musicians.

When this is completed, 
they come to the center 
aisle, and all the rest of 
the congregation is 
served as usual.

These are small changes that 
we expect to help us observe 
the Lord’s Supper meaning-
fully and smoothly. 

Please contact Mary 
Mastrangelo if there are 
questions that need answers. 

In God’s will.

Worship Team
TALK

By Liz Gross, Discipleship Elder

The following people are scheduled to teach Sunday School during November. If you’d like to share in the fun and teach a 
class, contact Liz Gross. 

Date Preschool Grades K-2 Grades 3–5 Jr./Sr. High
November 1 Linda Payne Stephanie Renn Sharon Smith Liz Gross
November 8 Linda Payne Ann Kathy Veland-Taylor Ken Gadomski
November 15 Linda Payne Stephanie Renn Liz Gross Donnie Garner
November 22 Linda Payne Ann Sharon Smith Nedra Bloom
November 29 No Sunday School

Sunday School teachers

C h r i s t i a n
E d u c a t i o n
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Beyond the 
Worship Wars: 
Building Vital and 
Faithful Worship
By Pastor Mark Renn

Thomas Long’s approach to 
presenting the vital charac-
teristics of churches with 
healthy and faithful worship 
practices provides a 
straightforward, though not 
simplistic, means of address-
ing the core issues. Each sec-
tion of the book addresses 
the varying vital compo-
nents of worship and pre-
sents the conflicting per-
spectives in an illuminating 
and thought-provoking 
way. 

As I read the book, there 
were many instances where 
I was encouraged that we 
were on the right path and 
several times where I was 
challenged and pushed to a 
new understanding. 

Though the title of the book 
catches the attention of the 
reader, it can also be seen as 
inflammatory or presump-
tuous. I wish that the phrase 
in the title were reversed, 
reading—“Building Vital 
and Faithful Worship 
Beyond the Worship 
Wars”—but that doesn’t 
sound like much of a page-
turner. The selection of this 
book for our upcoming Pas-
tor’s Study in no way pre-
supposes that we are in the 
midst of, coming out of, or 
entering any type of “wor-
ship war.” In many ways, I 
feel that Providence Presby-
terian Church started out at 
its inception as a community 
of faith committed to being 
all things to all people. Our 
“blended” worship style 
remains consistent with 
many of the recommenda-
tions given in this book. 

I hope that any and all 
who are committed to 
understanding worship at 

Providence Presbyterian 
Church as honoring to God 
and meaningful to members 
and visitors alike will join us 
in the discussion of this 
book. If you have an opinion 
on worship, and we all do, 
this is a great venue for 
study, reflection, and discus-
sion of this very important 
component of our life 
together. I think that you’ll 
be surprised how many 
components of our regular 
practice on Sunday morn-
ing, and your interpretation 
of them, will benefit from 
this study. 

If you’ve never participated 
in the Pastor’s Study before, 
now is a great time to give it 
a try! We will meet only 
twice—November 3 and 17. 
Each meeting will take place 
at 6:00 pm at Panera Bread 
and will cover roughly 50 
pages. Please join us and talk 
to Pastor Mark about getting 
a copy of the book prior to 
the first meeting. 

“Long calls us all into the 
presence of God, reminding 
us why we come to worship 
in the first place.”
--Craig Dykstra, Vice 
President for Religion, 
Lilly Endowment, Inc.

“Pastors and congregations 
alike will profit greatly from 
a book so clearly written, so 
well thought through, so 
faithfully conceived.”
--William H. Willimon, 
Professor of Christian 
Ministry, Duke University

Focus on ministry and mission

NEWS 
from
the
pews

Philadelphia Story
Don Bloom will be performing the 
role of Uncle Willie in Philadelphia Story 
at the Joe Jefferson Playhouse on South 
Carlen Street. 

Performance dates are October 30 and 
31, and November 1, 6, 7, and 8.

Funny Girl
Stephen Fitzpatrick is performing two 
parts, each of which include dancing, in 

Funny Girl at Chickasaw Civic 
Theatre. 

Performance dates are November 13, 
14, 15, 20, 21, and 22.

Other Providence members in the play 
include Nedra Bloom and Linda 
Payne, both of whom are in the chorus.

Ken Gadomski is the scenic artist.
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Collection Day is 
Sunday, November 15
Operation Christmas Child 
began in the United States in 
1993 with 28,000 shoebox 
gifts. Since that time, this 
kids-helping-kids project has 
collected more than 69 mil-
lion shoebox gifts and hand-
delivered them to needy 
children in 145 countries. 

Providence has been part of 
that effort almost from the 
beginning. Last year we 
sent 60 shoeboxes as part 
of this ministry to young 
children in places such as 
the war-torn Republic of 
Georgia and areas in China 
devastated by a massive 
earthquake. 

And we will be on the front 
lines this year, too, as caring 
individuals, families, 
schools, churches, civic 
clubs and other organiza-
tions in thousands of cities in 
all 50 states and 11 addi-
tional countries will fill 
some 8 million shoeboxes 
with personal gifts, school 
supplies, candy, necessity 
items, family photos, and 
notes of encouragement. 

More than 500,000 volun-
teers worldwide, including 
some 100,000 volunteers in 
the United States, will join 
forces to prepare the boxes 
for transport to distant 
lands.

Samaritan’s Purse—Frank-
lin Graham’s relief and mis-
sion organization and parent 

to Operation Christmas 
Child—and its national part-
ners hope to hand-deliver 
the shoebox gifts to 8 million 
children in more than 100 
countries.

It may seem that Christmas 
is far off—but these boxes 
have some traveling to do. 
Our Collection Sunday will 
be November 15. You’ll be 
hearing lots more before 
then, but put it on your cal-
endar now. And if you have 
kids, please consider how to 
involve them in the shop-
ping and packing or your 
shoe box.

To read more about Opera-
tion Christmas Child and 
Samaritan’s Purse, go to 
www.samaritanspurse.org/
index.php/OCC/, which 
includes videos featuring 
veggie tales and singer Mat-
thew West.

How do you prepare 
a shoebox?
It couldn’t be easier! Just fol-
low this simple procedure.

1 Find an empty shoebox, 
and wrap the bottom and 
lid separately.

2 Decide whether your gift 
will be for a boy or girl 
and the child’s age cate-
gory: 2–4, 5–9, or 10–14. 
Then attach a label indi-
cating your choices on the 
outside of the shoebox lid.

If you have children or 
teenagers, let them help 
with the shopping for a 

recipient near their own age, 
or give them a budget and 
turn them loose.

3 Fill your shoe box with a 
variety of gifts. Suggestions 
are listed on page 6. You are 
encouraged to enclose a note 
to the child and a photo of 
yourself or your family. If 
you include your name and 
address, the child who 
receives the box may write 
you back.

4 Enclose $7.00 (checks pay-
able to Samaritan’s Purse are 
recommended) in an enve-
lope and place it on top of the 
items in your shoe box. (This 
money is used to help cover 
the cost of processing, trans-
portation, and the 
production of Gospel litera-
ture.) Place the envelope so it 
is clearly visible on top of the 
gift items. If you’re filling 
more than one shoe box, you 
may make one combined 
donation in a single envelope 
and place it inside any one of 
your boxes. Place a rubber 
band around your shoebox 
and lid.

5 Bring the shoe box(es) to 
Providence by Sunday, 
November 15.

For many of these children in 
poverty-stricken or war-torn 
countries, this is the first gift of 
any sort they have ever 
received. What an opportunity 
to share God’s love in a con-
crete way!

Suggested gifts
Toys—Small cars, balls, 
dolls, stuffed animals, 

kazoos, harmonicas, 
yoyos, small Etch-A-
Sketch, toys that light up 
or make noise (with extra 
batteries), Slinky, etc.

School supplies—Pens, 
pencils and sharpener, 
crayons or markers, 
stamps and ink pad sets, 
coloring books, chalk, 
writing pads or paper, 
solar calculators, etc.

Hygiene items—Tooth-
brush, toothpaste, soap, 
comb, washcloth.

Other—Hard candy, 
lollipops, mints, gum, sun-
glasses, flashlights with 
extra batteries, ball caps, 
socks, t-shirts, toy jewelry, 
hair clips, watches, small 
picture books.

Please DO NOT include 
the following:

Used items

Toy guns, knives, or other 
war-related items

Chocolate or perishable 
food items

Liquids of any kind 
(lotion, shampoo, bub-
bles, etc.)

Medicines of any kind 
(vitamins, cough drops, 
etc.)

Breakable items 
(china dolls, 
snow globes, 
etc.)

It’s beginning to look 
like a Shoebox Christmas
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Wanted: Leaves and pumpkins!
By Pastor Mark R. Renn

As the weather cools and the leaves begin to fall 
from the trees, the home gardener receives a 
mixed blessing. On the one hand, raking leaves is 
a chore, but on the other hand, fallen leaves pro-
duce great compost that will be fully processed 
by the time to plant in the spring. Now that our 
community garden is complete, we need to begin 
collecting organic materials to make compost. 
Two of the best and most widely available fall 
compost materials are leaves and pumpkins. 

Most people decorate their front porches with 
pumpkins for Halloween and Thanksgiving and 

2. Stop by local Starbuck’s Coffee stores and ask for the 
FREE “Grounds for Your Garden.” They will give you 
a bag of used coffee grounds that make a great addi-
tion to compost. Consider talking to other restaurants 
and companies that throw away large amounts of 
organic materials (such as supermarkets and sand-
wich shops).

3. If you don’t have a place to compost yard trimmings 
such as grass, leaves, and clippings at your house, 
consider bringing them to the compost pile at the 
church.

Together, we can reduce our impact locally and globally 
while creating a resource that can be converted into deli-
cious fruits and vegetables. If you have questions con-
cerning what to add or how to maintain a compost pile, 
please talk to Pastor Mark. 

Composting is one of the best and most efficient ways to 
recycle! 

then just throw them away when they start to rot. This year 
we invite you to bring your old pumpkins to the church and 
throw them in the compost pile. Put them in one of the bins 
and then cover them with partially composted material 
from the other bin. You can also bring in bags of raked 
leaves, grass clippings, twigs, and any other yard waste to 
add to the piles.

Rather than conceiving of organic waste as something to get 
rid of, gardeners and organic farmers have been cherishing 
this material as a widely available (and FREE!) means for 
improving the soil and the health of their produce. Com-
posting makes a statement that we are good and responsi-
ble stewards of all of the things God has given to us. These 
bins are designed to process all of the organic waste associ-
ated with the garden as well as organic kitchen and yard 
waste generated at the church. Properly maintained, these 
bins will produce only a lovely, faint earthy aroma. This 
finished compost will then be added to the garden plots, 
improving the health and vitality of the growing medium. 

So here’s what you can do!

1. Collect your kitchen waste in a container (a bucket with 
small holes drilled in the lid works well) and bring it to 
add to the compost pile. 

Fruit and vegetable peels/rinds, tea bags, coffee 
grounds, eggshells, shredded paper, cardboard, 
and similar materials are great stuff to compost. 

Simply add to the working pile by digging a small hole 
in the surface and covering whatever you add!

Avoid composting meat scraps, fatty food wastes, milk 
products, and bones—these materials are very attractive 
to pests. 
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By Michelle Nall

On Saturday, October 24, 
Stephanie Renn, Laura 
Fletcher, Sharon Crenshaw, 
Myrna and Leah Andrews, 
Lori Seman and her friend, 
Amanda Toris, and I spent 
the beautiful, chilly morning 
walking in the 5-mile Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Walk through the 
streets of Downtown Mobile 
with 7992 new friends. 

It was a delightful walk as 
local cheerleaders, families 
sitting on their pink-
adorned front porches, and 
many survivors, unable to 
make the walk, cheered us 
along the way. 

Thank you to the numerous 
groups, especially the Boy 
Scouts, who handed us 
water and pink lemonade at 
the mile markers! Also we’d 
like to thank Myrna’s mom 
for wonderful cheering as 

well as the Diet Cokes she so 
generously handed to us 
over her fence! 

The American Cancer Soci-
ety has confirmed that Satur-
day’s walk had 8000 
registered walkers! It has 
also reported that Baldwin/
Mobile County raised over 
$150,000 online; however, 
that doesn’t include the 
checks and money donated 
on the day of the event! 

As Team Providence Presby-
terian Church, we raised 
over $800, so we would like 
to send out a very special 
heartfelt thanks to our fami-
lies, friends, and church 
family for all your support!! 

Thanks to God for a wonder-
ful day! It was inspiring and 
empowering, and I hope 
more of you will join us next 
year! 

God Bless!

MAKING STRIDES 
AGAINST BREAST CANCER

Above (L-R): Lori Seman, Stephanie Renn, Michelle Nall, Sharon 
Crenshaw, Laura Fletcher, Leah Andrews, Myrna Andrews • Below 
(L-R): Lori Seman, Stephanie Renn, Michelle Nall, Sharon 
Crenshaw, Laura Fletcher, Myrna Andrews, Leah Andrews

Above (L–R): Amanda Toris, Stephanie Renn, Leah Andrews, 
Michelle Nall, Myrna Andrews, Lori Seman, Laura Fletcher, 
Sharon Crenshaw • Right (L–R): Stephanie Renn, Laura Fletcher, 
Leah Andrews, Myrna Andrews, Michelle Nall, Sharon 
Crenshaw • Photos by Ken Gadomski and Amanda Toris
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Who’s THAT in the 
background?

Editor’s note: This is the fourth 
in a series of articles about those 
dedicated people who quietly 
work behind the scenes at 
Providence, performing tasks 
that many of us don’t even 
know need to be done.

Jerry Williams and 
friends
By Nedra Bloom

“I’ve always enjoyed taking 
something and having it 
look better today than it did 
yesterday,” said Jerry 
Williams. “If I can do that, I 
feel good about being a 
steward—whether it’s my 
yard or someplace else.”

The someplace else these 
days is the strip between the 
Providence parking lot and 
that of the medical complex 
next door. 

Following a master plan for 
the church grounds, devel-
oped by Don Purvis and the 
Buildings and Grounds 
Team, Jerry and a team of 
able assistants have been 
placing decorative rocks, 
planting trees and shrubs, 
and building a walkway 
between the parking lots.

Jerry divided the strip 
project into twelve seg-
ments, and it’s his goal to 
accomplish one a month. He 
has four done now and fig-
ures he’s pretty much on 
schedule.

Working very early on sum-
mer mornings to avoid the 
worst heat, Jerry and John 
Curtis Andrews did the ini-
tial layout and placed the 
rocks.

Next, University of South 
Alabama golf coach Ben 
Hannan (you’ve seen him in 
church with his wife, Jill, 
and kids Sam, Meg, and 
Max) and two golfers, Jack 
Hiluta and Christian 
Blanchette, helped build the 
walkway. Hopefully, Jerry 
said, the walkway will dis-
courage those crossing from 
one parking lot to the other 
from blazing their own 
trails.

Now the first two trees have 
been planted—Japanese 
maples that will be dedi-
cated to the memory of Jerry 
Esneul’s mother Miriam and 
former member Leslie 
Wright. David Woodson 
also donated several large 
plants.

The goal for the landscaping 
on the strip is “to be inviting 
and to glorify God,” Jerry 
says. “We’re trying to be 
good neighbors to our 
friends across the way.” 

Jerry and Jeny Williams 
joined the church late in the 
trailer days. They’ve lived in 
Mobile since 1980. Jerry 
retired three years ago from 

the faculty of the University of 
South Alabama, where he 
taught psychology.

Ordained an elder in 1968, he 
has served a term on the Prov-
idence Session and continues 
to work with mission pro-
grams—this year trying to add 
an opportunity for our mem-
bers to have hands-on involve-
ment in mission as well as 
giving of their funds.

Jerry is also a liturgist, is 
active in the Men’s Group 
and Mobility, regularly 
teaches Sunday School, built 
the lambreth at the end of 
the Prayer Path, and often 
fills the pulpit when the pas-
tor is out of town. 

Who’s THAT in the 
background?*

* beautifying “the strip”?
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Book reviews by Ken Shaw

Total Health and 
Restoration: A 180-Day 
Journey
By Terry Dorian
Not only is the body 
of Christ the same as 
the non-Christian 
world in the matter 
of relationships, 
such as divorce, but 
it is equal in the mat-
ter of poor health. 
The subtitle of this 
book, “A 180-Day 
Journey,” suggests a 
revitalized body, mind, and spirit in 
six months. Dorian is an experienced 
health researcher who emphasizes 
nutrition, exercise, and a deeper faith 
for wholeness.

The first part of her work deals with 
her testimony and how she became 
interested in health by the death of her 
husband and her own health problems. 
The second section treats the hold the 
medical-pharmaceutical industry has 
on the health of America, causing the 
present crisis. Part three, “How we 
Heal,” discusses various illnesses and 
how nutrition can heal them. The last 
part is divided into six sections with an 
activity for each day.

Medical school provides little to no 
nutritional training. Should seminar-
ies? Like any lifestyle, it is a matter of 
pay now or pay later. The “now” 
means making the effort to avoid 
health problems later. A must-read for 
anyone with health issues.

Moments with Angels
By Robert Strand
It is always of interest to be in conver-
sation when the subject of angels is dis-
cussed. Everyone has some angel 
experience to share. Pastor Strand has 
been collecting stories of angels for 
thirty years and shares some in this 
work. His stories include; angels 
defending a missionary school from 
Mau Mau terrorists, an appearance of 
an angel to a fearful girl to announce 
her recovery, an angel showing the 
bright future to a frightened girl prior 
to her infant’s delivery, angels protect-
ing a family from tragedy on an icy 
mountain road, an angel warning a 
mother to stop, thus avoiding an acci-
dent, an angel that delivers needed 
cash, the delivery of groceries that 
must have been delivered by an angel, 
and an angel that rescued children 
from a train.

The story that 
meant some-
thing to me 
was of a girl 
who fell out 
of a bus back 
door and felt 
large hands 
putting her 

back in her seat. Three times I have 
fallen, breaking bones, and so wished I 
had also felt those hands. I, too, have 
stories of mysterious helpers in times 
of need that I attributed to angels. One 
question raised by the stories of angelic 
help in time of need is why they were 
not present to avert the crisis, making 
their later help unneeded. We may not 
be aware of angels shielding us from 
harm.

This book does strengthen our belief 
and reliance on angels as we reach out 

From the Guttermost to 
the Uttermost
By Deborah Jones
Review by Margaret Henderson

This book is a won-
derful testimony to 
the transforma-
tive power of the 
Holy Spirt work-
ing in an individ-
ual’s life. In her 
natural, real 
voice, Deborah 
writes openly 
about her past alcohol-
ism and abuse (both to her and by 
her) and how her life was changed in 
small and large ways by faith in Jesus 
and the help of the church. 

She does not hide or excuse her past 
mistakes, but neither does she try to 
magnify what are clearly horrible 
experiences. Instead, she magnifies 
her Lord and Savior and continu-
ously praises His work in her life. 
She was called the “Director of Hap-
piness” and “The Sunshine Lady.” 

Deborah has been featured several 
times in the local Mobile Press-
Register, participates weekly in the 
WKSG Friday morning show, and 
has spoken to large and small groups 
of her experiences and transforma-
tion. In person, she is joyous, spirit-
filled, and truly full of praise and 
“sunshine.” 

The book is both interesting and 
inspiring, teaching us that anyone 
and any circumstance can be 
changed with the power of God . . . 
but also that the church and our indi-
vidual acts of faith are instrumental 
in this change.(See “Library” on page 11)
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departmentalized. Guys focus on one 
thing at a time and think in boxes. It is 
not uncommon, according to the 
authors, for nothing to be in their 
thinking boxes. They tend to uncover 
and resolve issues. They like competi-
tion to demonstrate their prowess and 
be recognized as the winners. 

Girls have spaghetti brains in that they 
can keep everything connected in their 
thinking at once. Girls can do multi-
tasks easier. From our school days, we 
witnessed that girls outdistance guys 
academically until the teen years, and 
they are more vocal. Eastman discusses 
the nature and nurture causes for this 
difference. He writes a lot on several 
aspects of guy- girl relationships.

This book gives a great appreciation 
for the differences of the sexes. It 
would be a beneficial gift for any teen 
you know.

Battlefield of the Mind for 
Teens: Winning the Battle 
in Your Mind
By Joyce Meyer
In writing about the 
battle in the mind, 
Meyer strikes a uni-
versal chord. Our 
enemy seems to espe-
cially like to toss 
unbiblical notions at 
us when we are in 
prayer. Here the need 
for discipline is neces-
sary to keep focused. Meyer quotes 
Proverbs 23:7 that tells us, “For as a 
person thinks in his heart, so is he.” 

As our thoughts are our future, she 
attempts to renew the reader’s mind to 
line up with God’s plan for our lives. 
Satan can tempt through deception, 
but our choice to obey God’s word 
determines our spiritual growth. This 
choice is our weapon in the mind war.

Meyer discusses mental states to avoid, 
including confusion, doubt, unbelief, 
worry, judgment, and passivity. She 
also examines excuses used to avoid 

(“Library,” from page 10) The Prayer of Jabez
By Bruce Wilkinson

Probably most 
Christians read I 
Chronicles 4 and 
don’t slow down as 
we skim through the 
descendents of 
Judah. In the list, 
Jabez is mentioned 
before the list of 
begats continues. 

His prayer (verse 9) reads, “Oh, that 
You would bless me indeed and 
enlarge my territory, that Your hand 
would be with me, and that You keep 
me from evil that I may not cause 
pain.” 

Wilkerson reminds the reader that in 
James 4:4 it says we have not because 
we ask not. It is God’s nature to bless, 
but asking is the condition. He con-
tends that asking for a larger territory 
is a request for greater opportunity to 
minister. These require a dependence 
on God to complete. God granted 
Jabez’s request as He will ours.

With greater blessing we have 
increased confidence to ask for more as 
our fruit becomes abundant. The 
author’s suggestion of posting and 
repeating Jabez’s prayer sounds like 
good advice.

Especially for 
Teens
Guys are Waffles, Girls 
are Spaghetti
By Chad Eastman and Bill + 
Pam Farrel
Naturally, anyone’s first response to 
the title is to question 
about what the 
author means by waf-
fles and spaghetti. 

He explains that guys 
have brains that are 
like sections of a waf-
fle, where they keeps 
aspects of their lives 

for messages and help from God. A good 
book to share with children.

How to Hear God’s Voice: 
An Interactive Learning 
Experience
By Mark and Patti Virkler
Founders of the Communication with 
God Ministries, the authors subtitled this 
book “An Interactive Learning Experi-
ence” as there are questions for the 
reader to write in the answers.

The Virklers suggest four elements to 
hearing from God. 

1. Calm your spirit in a quiet place

2. Focus on interacting with Jesus

3. Attend to whatever comes to mind

4. Record your impressions to refer to 
later and share with a mentor to 
determine if the message is from 
God.

They expand on 
these notions in ten 
chapters and in 
appendices lettered 
from A to L. They 
believe that left-
brained people 
have an easier time 
in developing the 
listening skills as 

the right-brained have to get around 
their tendency to screen input through 
logical thinking. The appendices take up 
a number of subjects, including a discus-
sion of dreams and visions.

The authors spent months researching 
the question of hearing from God, and 
their results are impressive. They admit 
the skill does take some time to develop. 
We realize that God does not conform to 
formula allowing us to manipulate His 
decisions. This work is worth the 
reader’s time as the authors’ results are 
something we all want.

(See “Library” on page 12)
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November 1993—Ken 
Gadomski published his 
first issue as editor of the 
Providence Press, taking over 
from previous editor Larry 
Williams.

November 20, 1994—
Joanne and Graham Hayes 
joined Providence.

November 18, 1995—Joel 
LaForty, grandson of Provi-
dence member Teri LaForty, 
was baptized. He was born 
October 3, 1988.

November 1995—The 
Building Committee held an 
open house, displaying 
plans for the new church 
building.

November 1996—A capital 
grant of $20,000 for heating 
and air conditioning in our 
new church building was 
received from the Presbyte-
rian General Assembly.

November 1997—Provi-
dence members and friends 
were treated to a catered 
stewardship dinner.

November 20, 1998—The 
first combined Stewardship 
Dinner and Talent Show was 
held. Jo Ann Cross made 
spaghetti, and the youth 
waited tables. Marion and 
Gene Noce made 80 loaves 
of bread and gave one to 
everyone attending the 
event.

November 1999—Provi-
dence’s Tenth Anniversary 
Committee was elected. 

responsible decision-mak-
ing. She gives eight sugges-
tions to enable a believer to 
think like Jesus. The first is 
“Think positive thoughts.” 
This admonition alone 
would free us of self-pity. 
With these in mind, the 
enemy will certainly retreat.

Although many of the chal-
lenges facing teens are 
addressed, this work can be 
of value to all Christians. 
Change begins with aware-
ness, and this book brings to 
light many mindsets that 
need to be examined. 

(“Library,” from page 11)

Editor’s Note: Although Provi-
dence wasn’t officially char-
tered until Pentecost 1990, its 
first worship service was held 
20 years ago this month. In 
honor of Providence’s twentieth 
birthday, here’s a look back 
through the Novembers in our 
history.

November 5, 1989—The first 
worship service was held at 
2411 Schillinger Road South 
(across the street from 
present-day Providence) in a 
former fish market. Today, 
the site is the right side of the 
El Giro Mexican restaurant. 
Chairs and hymnals had 
been donated by other 
Mobile-area Presbyterian 
churches, and the banners 
were on loan from the Pres-
bytery. The flowers were 
given in honor of our first 
worship service by Spring 
Hill Presbyterian Church. 
Our first minister was Brant 
Baker.

November 8, 1990—
Providence member Ethel 
Ewing (mother of another 
Providence member, Doris 
Morgan) died.

November 17, 1990—A 
workday was held to clear 
off the new church property 
at 2320 Schillinger Road 
South.

November 11, 1993—
Tarldon Connor McCleery, 
son of Winston and Provi-
dence member Diane 
McCleery, was baptized. He 
was born on July 27, 1993.

Members were Laura 
Anderson, Patrick Benefield 
(youth representative), Gene 
Crossley, Lucky Esneul, 
Ken Gadomski, Joanne 
Hayes, and Larry Montjoy.

November 3, 1999—
Madisen Avery Minke, 
daughter of Providence 
members Fred and 
LaDonna Minke, was born.

November 11, 2000—Ross 
Dickens (and Kermit the 
Frog) emceed the annual 
Talent Show.

November 2001—The Shep-
herding ministry began 
under the direction of Nur-
ture Elder Karen McVay.

November 2002—Joan 
Rommes received the 
Health Professional Award 
from the Alabama Senior 
Citizens Hall of Fame.

November 2003—The Payne 
Nurture Group provided 
dinner for the Hispanic Min-
istry at First Presbyterian 
Church in Foley.

November 27, 2004—Mithril 
held its first concert at Prov-
idence, following the Hang-
ing of the Greens.

November 26, 2005—Mithril 
held its second concert at 
Providence, following the 
Hanging of the Greens.

November 11, 2006—A Chili 
Cookoff was held in con-
junction with the annual 
Talent Show.

This month in the history 
of Providence
This month in the history 
of Providence

November 3, 2007—The 
Kingdom Growth Team 
sponsored a Fall Festival.

November 18, 2007—Build-
ing on the success of last 
year’s Chili Cookoff, a Chili 
Cookoff and Dessert Bakeoff 
was held in conjunction with 
the annual Talent Show.

November 23, 2008—Lay 
Leader Mark Renn was 
ordained, becoming Pastor 
Mark Renn.

November 23, 2008–
Matthew Renn, son of 
Pastor Mark and Stephanie 
Renn, was baptized. 
Matthew was born on 
May 8, 2008.

November 23, 2008—Maria 
Gomez and Stephanie Renn 
joined Providence.
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likely to become obsolete 
and that, rather than pay 
rent each year, they would 
offer one lump sum pay-
ment equal to 10 years’ rent 
and then not pay any more. 

Agreed to continue the 
same year-to-year pay-
ment rather than changing 
to a lump sum.

Approved a motion to 
increase the pay for 
ordained pulpit supply 
from $100 to $125 plus 
expenses. 

Were informed that the 
Choir Christmas presenta-
tion will be Sunday, 
December 20, with chil-
dren and youth participat-
ing in the choir program 
rather than having two 
separate programs on two 
separate Sundays. 

Approved a request for 
use of the church on May 
21 and 22, 2010, for Ashley 
Fredelake’s wedding.

Were informed that Elder 
of the Month responsibili-
ties for closing up on Sun-
days include locking the 
sanctuary and kitchen 
doors only and not setting 
the alarm unless that elder 
is the last person leaving 
the building.

Were informed by the 
Youth Elder that the youth 
retreat to kick off Mobility 
was very successful.

Were informed that the 
Clerk of Session and 
Pastor Mark were working 
together on staff 
evaluations.

Were informed by the Dis-
cipleship elder that a team 
of teachers is in place for 
Sunday School and that 

they were disappointed 
that there were no ele-
mentary-age children 
for the classes.

Were informed by the 
Stewardship elder that 
the stewardship season 
kicked off today, Sep-
tember 13, with Jerry 
Williams’ class on spiri-
tual gifts, which was 
very well attended.

Were informed that the 
Evangelism elder is 
assembling a team for 
the upcoming Acts 16:5 
Initiative meeting in 
Spanish Fort.

Were informed that the 
Evangelism and Fellow-
ship elders are working 
on a new strategy for 
follow-up welcome to 
new visitors.

Received a request that 
carpets in the Sunday 
School rooms be 
cleaned.

Were informed that the 
Buildings and Grounds 
elders are working on 
obtaining mulch for the 
grounds.

Were informed that the 
Buildings and Grounds 
elders are talking with a 
company that makes 
signs which might be 
suitable for the various 
Eagle Scout projects 
around the church

Were informed that 
Eagle Scout candidate 
Josh Nottenkamper is 
still working on the com-
munity garden project 
but that he has been 
stalled by weather and 
difficulties in obtaining 
donated supplies.

September 13 
Stated Session 
Meeting
Contributed by Gene 
Crossley, Clerk of Session

Approved a motion to 
approve the minutes of 
the August 9 meeting.

Approved a motion that 
the elder of the month be 
responsible for the 
monthly Session 
devotional. 

Were urged by Pastor 
Mark to encourage those 
in the congregation to 
read the newsletter to 
help keep in the commu-
nication loop.

Were informed by Pastor 
Mark about the upcom-
ing Pastor’s Study of the 
book Under the Overpass, 
held in conjunction with 
the Cardboard City 
fundraiser for the Inter-
faith Hospitality Net-
work. Pastor Mark urged 
everyone interested in 
Cardboard City to par-
ticipate in the study to 
enrich the process. 

Were informed that 
Habitat for Humanity. 
Groups from Provi-
dence can participate in 
a build on September 18 
and/or 26.

Were informed that Pas-
tor Mark is planning a 
new member class, 
beginning this fall, since 
two visitors are inter-
ested in joining.

Received Pastor Mark’s 
recommendation to 
consider hiring someone 
to supervise the audio/

visual elements of 
worship and referred 
the matter to the 
Administration Team.

Approved Pastor 
Mark’s vacation request 
for November 20–27.

Received Pastor Mark’s 
recommendation that 
the congregation either 
develop a lay-led service 
on Thanksgiving Eve or 
participate in a service 
project, such as serving 
at a soup kitchen, in 
honor of the holiday. 

Reviewed the church 
calendar.

Were informed that 
Betty Montjoy will be 
the first representative 
at the next Presbytery 
meeting; a second elder 
will be selected later via 
email discussion.

Approved a motion to 
loan tables and chairs to 
Jeny Williams for an 
event at her home fol-
lowing the church lun-
cheon on Sunday, 
October 25.

Received the Treasurer’s 
report.

Received 2010 budget 
request forms from the 
Stewardship elder; were 
urged by Pastor Mark to 
be bold in their requests 
and let their vision for 
the future of Providence 
lead the budget process.

Were informed that the 
Stewardship elder had 
been in contact with the 
company that leases land 
for the cell phone tower 
at the back of the church 
property. The company 
said that such towers are 

Session activities
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By Manny Russo, 
Scoutmaster

Your troop has had loads of 
fun over the last several 
weeks. Beginning on Octo-
ber 1, the new scout leader-
ship began their 6-month 
term of leading the troop. 
Their first assignment was 
to plan the October cam-
pout at which we had 11 
Cub Scouts and 
their parents 
camping with 
us. Cub Scouts 
can camp two nights 
only with the Boy 
Scouts. The purpose of 
the joint campout is to 
expose the Cub Scouts to 
Boy Scouting. This gives 
them an idea of what they 
have to look forward to 
when they join a troop. 
Fourth and fifth graders are 
called Webelos in Cub 
Scouting and can become 
Boy Scouts when they are 
10½ years old or earn their 
Arrow of Light Award. This 
award is the highest award 
for Cub Scouts. They cannot 
earn this award once they 
become a Boy Scout. 

The joint campout took place 
at Chickasabogue Park in Sara-
land. We had 55 scouts, adult 
leaders, Webelos, and their 
parents with us. The boy lead-
ers in Troop 292 planned a day 
of activities. These activities 
included setting up their tents 
and campsite, placing them in 

a 292 patrol, and familiariz-
ing them with the day’s 
activities. Following this 

orientation, the 
troop divided into 
4 groups, and the 

Webelos were 
placed 3 to a group. 
They started with first 

aid and a stretcher relay 
race, compass reading, bear 
bag hanging (placing food and 
other smellables into a bag and 
hanging it high in a tree to pre-
vent bears and other varmints 
from getting into it), “A” 
Frame walking, knot tying, 
tarp raising, and tug-of-war. A 
campfire ceremony was also 
planned for the evening. It 
began with a flag retirement 
ceremony in which several 
worn and tattered flags were 
retired over a ceremonial fire. 
This was a very impressive 
ceremony, and once again was 
led by boy leaders. Skits and 

just sitting around the camp-
fire were enjoyed by all. On 
Sunday morning the troop 
had a church service, which 
focused on honesty, kind-
ness, being courteous, being 
obedient, being of clean 
mind and body (well, the 
body cleanliness was in 
question!), and being rever-
ent. A scout developed and 
led this church service. 

The meals that the scouts 
prepared were unbelievable. 
The Panther Patrol grilled 
New York Strip steaks and 
baked potatoes, the Bison 
Patrol cooked homemade 
chicken and dumplings, the 
Owl Patrol cooked home-
made chili, the Cobra Patrol 
grilled chicken breast with 
corn and veggies for sides, 
and the Roadrunner Patrol 
cooked homemade beef 
stew. Is this awesome or 
what!

On October 24, the troop 
participated in the Breast 
Cancer Walk in downtown 
Mobile. The troop also com-
mitted $250 to this cause. 
Each scout tried to raise $1 
from 5 neighbors, so the 
troop could reach this goal. 
The walk began at 8:00 am. 

On October 31 and Novem-
ber 1, three scouts and one 
adult participated in Wilder-
ness First Aid. This is a 16-
hour course that is very 
intense. This level of first aid 
is required for our crew of 12 
that will go to Philmont 
Scout Ranch in New Mexico 
during June of 2010. 

Four scouts have begun or 
are about to begin their 
Eagle Project. The Eagle 
Project is the culmination of 

Boy Scout Troop 292 Scoutmaster Update
many years of hard work to 
become an Eagle Scout. Josh 
should complete his Eagle 
Project at the church within 
the next 4 weeks. Kalen 
worked on his project at 
Corpus Christi School on 
October 17. He is cleaning 
up around an AC unit, 
removing shrubbery, install-
ing a fence around the unit, 
and laying forms to pour 
concrete for a 150-foot side-
walk beside the soccer field. 
Chris R and Alec P should 
start their Eagle Project in 
November, and several 
other scouts are expected to 
begin theirs in 2 months. As 
you can see, Troop 292 has a 
lot of fine young men who 
have become leaders and are 
on their way to becoming 
Eagle Scouts. 

November will be a fun 
month of camping. The 
troop will travel to Milton, 
Florida, and camp at Camp 
Paquette. They will focus 
their activities on acquiring 
outdoor skills, taking a 5-
mile hike while using a com-
pass and map, and helping 
younger scouts with basic 
scout skills, such as identify-
ing plants and animals, 
learning to hike safely, basic 
first aid, and much more. 
The 12 scouts and adults 
who will be going to Phil-
mont Scout Ranch in 2010 
will leave the troop and 
backpack about 17 miles 
over the two days. These 
scouts will learn how to use 
light-weight stoves for cook-
ing their meals, learn how to 
purify water for drinking 
and cooking, and learn how 
to work together as a team. 
After all, these 12 scouts and 
adults will be together for 
(See “Scouts” on page 15)Visiting Cub Scouts
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12 straight days, hiking in the 
mountains of New Mexico. 

Your troop continues to be 
very active and is learning the 
core values of scouting. Some 
of these values include honor, 
responsibility, leadership, and 
service to others. 

Thanks for your support of the 
troop. 

(“Scouts,” from page 14)

Top left and right: Flag retirement ceremony

Middle left: “A” frame walking

Above: Knot typing

Above: Tarp raising

Below: Whittling time away
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Worship service volunteers schedule
By Mary Mastrangelo, Worship Elder

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers
November 1 Jerry Williams Intinction Joan Rommes

Stephanie Renn Buck Bolton
Curtis Andrews Bill Berry

TBA

November 8 Linda Payne Jerry Williams
Gene Crossley
Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck

November 15 Liz Gross Jerry Williams Mary Mastrangelo
Bill Berry Don Purvis
Don Bloom Marlene Taylor
Buck Bolton Les Taylor

November 22 Pam Fredelake Betty Blakeman
Al Drinovsky
Michelle Nall
TBA

November 29 John Curtis 
Andrews

Healing and Wholeness Sharon Smith
Jerry Williams Larry Montjoy

TBA
TBA

Condolences

To Al and Sue 
Drinovsky

On the death of Al’s 
brother, Bob, in Jamaica 
on October 18.

To Julia and 
Michael Bozant 

On the death of Sandy 
Kiker-Bozant in Mobile 
on October 3.

Routinely grateful 

When a national day of thanksgiving was 
established on the fourth Thursday in 
November, it was not because that was a 
particularly thankful day. It was intention-
ally chosen precisely because of its arbi-
trariness to remind us to say “thanks” on a 
daily basis for the bounties God has heaped 
upon our lives. 

For Christians, every Sunday is a Thanks-
giving feast day. Every Sunday at worship, 
we give thanks for the greatest event ever 
to hit planet Earth, the greatest “opening” 
in human history—the open tomb, testify-
ing to Jesus’ resurrection. Every Sunday is 
Thanksgiving Sunday. Every Sunday din-
ner is Thanksgiving dinner.
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November 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

11:00 am
Sunday School

5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

Turn clocks 
back 1 hour

2
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible 
Study

Barbara 
Fitzpatrick

Stephen 
Fitzpatrick

Marlene Taylor

3
6:00 pm
Pastor’s Study at 
Panera Bread

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts 
Troop #292

4
5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

7:00 pm
Choir

5
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Sharon 
Crenshaw

6
Church office 
closed

7
5:30 pm
the Well

8
9:30 am
Worship

11:00 am
Sunday School

12:10 pm
Session

5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

9
6:30 pm
Worship Team

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible 
Study

Myra Roebuck

10
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts 
Troop #292

Election Day

11
5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

7:00 pm
Choir

Linda Crossley
Vada May Taylor

12
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Renee Knowles

13
Church office 
closed

14
9:00 am
Men’s Group

15
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

11:00 am
Sunday School

12:10 pm
Session meeting

5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

Shoeboxes due

16
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible 
Study

17
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts 
Troop #292

6:00 pm
Pastor’s Study at 
Panera Bread

18
5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

7:00 pm
Choir

19
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Gene Crossley

20
Church office 
closed

21
10:00 am
Women’s Group

Buddy Low

22
9:30 am
Worship

11:00 am
Sunday School

5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

23
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible 
Study

William Berry

24
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts 
Troop #292

Carlos Gomez, 
Jr.

25
7:00 pm
Choir

26
Thanksgiving

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Church office 
closed
Jessi Gadomski

27
Church office 
closed

28
9:00 am
Men’s Group

TBD
Hanging of the 
Greens

29
1st Sunday in 
Advent

9:30 am
Worship—
Wholeness

11:00 am
Sunday School

5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

30
Josh Mosley
Evelyn Watkins

1
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts 
Troop #292

2
5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

7:00 pm
Choir

Benny Harden

3
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

4
TBD
Youth prepare 
College Care 
packages

Church office 
closed

5
5:30 pm
the Well
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