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There’s a difference between 
compassion and justice. Com-
passion is standing by a river 
and, seeing people drowning, 
thrashing around, dying, and 
we start pulling them out, and 
then one person pops their head 
up and says, “I’m gonna go 
upstream and see who keeps 
throwing people in the river.” 
That’s justice. Justice is hard. 
Somebody’s got to go upstream 
and get to the source of the 
problem.—David Crowder

This quote gets right at the 
heart of why the disciples of 
Christ are called to be both 
compassionate and justice-
oriented. The justice of God 
is rooted in the Hebrew 
word for righteousness, 
meaning that whenever we 
pursue “justice causes,” they 
should be connected to a real 
concern to see God’s name 
glorified. 

As we take an honest assess-
ment of the world around 
us, we would admit that at 
times it seems like there are 
more culprits throwing peo-
ple in the river than compas-
sionate servants working to 
pull people out. This is why 

Compassionate servants

 

(See “Servants” on page 2)

this Home and others like it 
around the country. When 
we think about the pan-
demic violence, poverty, 
and lack of education among 
today’s younger generation, 
a place like the PHFC is set-
ting orphaned children up 
with the best foundation for 
a productive future—the 
foundation that is given is 
first built upon Christ, then 
upon a healthy supportive 
environment where educa-
tion is a real priority. This is 
what it means to get at the 
root of the causes of so much 

being a missional church is 
so important. We are called 
to be a body of believers, a 
community of faith that sees 
itself as being in existence 
for the sake of others for the 
glory of God. Every effort 
that we make to speak 
words of peace and act on 
behalf of those in dire need 
is an act of solidarity with 
the person of Christ. We are 
called to be compassionate, 
justice-oriented followers of 
Jesus in a world that is cry-
ing out in the midst of its 
brokenness.

This March our church will 
be taking a short weekend 
mission trip to the Presbyte-
rian Home for Children 
(PHFC) in Talladega, AL. 
Planned by our Evangelical 
Missions Team, this short-
term mission experience will 
take us out of our comfort 
zones and into a place that is 
doing great work in God’s 
name. 

The staff and leaders at the 
PHFC have been working 
for years to raise orphaned 
children to be Christ-
centered laborers with a 

bright future. More than just 
a place to live, the PHFC pro-
vides students with top-notch 
educational opportunities that 
allow children to see college as 
part of their future. 

Our trip will accomplish many 
purposes. First and foremost, 
we will be going to help sup-
port the PHFC by providing 
volunteer labor and upkeep 
for their facility. This helps 
them to use donated funds 
directly on the children and 
not on building maintenance. 

Second, we will be learning 
about the work that is done at 
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pain and need in our state. The 
leaders and teachers at the 
PHFC are doing more than just 
plucking kids out of the river, 
so to speak; they are starting at 
the beginning to keep them 
out of the water in the first 
place.

Finally, our church will be 
enjoying a multi-generational 
mission and fellowship oppor-
tunity that we haven’t experi-
enced in recent years. We want 
everyone from our youngest 
members to our oldest to 

consider joining us on this 
trip. The work will vary 
based on age and ability, but 
there will be some way for 
everyone to contribute. 

We will work, laugh, eat, 
worship and pray together 
over the course of two 
nights, building bridges and 
relationships in the process. 
This will be a starting point 
for more trips of this nature 
in the coming months and 
years. Make sure you are a 
part of it from the very 
beginning. 

You can sign up for the trip 
(March 1–3) by speaking 
with Laura Anderson and 
filling out the appropriate 
forms. There are also further 
details in this newsletter. We 
want to make this the first of 
many great trips where the 
people of Providence rally 
together to be compassion-
ate, justice-oriented follow-
ers of Christ.

To God be the Glory.

Presbyterian Home for Children—Yesterday

Reprinted from the Presbyterian Home for Children’s website at http:/
/www.phfc.org/?page_id=62. This photo was taken around 1908

Following the Civil War, members of the 
Presbyterian Church in Alabama, recognizing 
the large number of widows and orphans in 
Alabama, decided to open a children’s home 
to provide these children with food and shel-
ter, an education, and a foundation of faith in 
God. 

After several years of struggling to raise the 
money needed to open the doors, the Home 
accepted its first children in 1868. 
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’We re hitting the road
and heading to Talladega

’We re hitting the road
and heading to Talladega

Laura Anderson, Evangelical Missions ElderLaura Anderson, Evangelical Missions Elder

Join us on our mission trip 
to the Presbyterian Home 
for Children in Talladega, 
AL, on Friday–Sunday, 
March 1-3. 

We will be leaving the 
church on Friday, March 1, 
at 4:00 pm and returning 
on Sunday, March 3, in the 
late afternoon. We will be 

staying in a cottage on the 
grounds of the Home. 

Saturday will be a workday, 
and we will be worshiping 
together on Sunday.

Reserve your spot on the trip 
by filling out a permission 
form and turning in your 
deposit by Sunday, 

February 17. The cost is $30 for 
individuals, $25 for the second 
family member, and $20 each 
for all other family members.

To find out ways that you can 
help during our stay there, 
review the Mentor Volunteer 
Program (MVP) information 
on the following pages of this 
newsletter.

Look for additional informa-
tion in your February wor-
ship bulletins. 

Reprinted from the Presbyte-
rian Home for Children’s web-
site at http://www.phfc.org/

The Presbyterian Home for 
Children, located in Tal-
ladega, AL, has provided 
services to children in need 
since 1868. Originally 
founded as an orphanage, 
today it provides a wider 
range of services for children 
and their families.

Residential care is provided 
for up to 40 children, who 
live on the 88-acre campus 
near downtown Talladega. 
Many are referred by the 
State of Alabama through 
the Department of Human 
Resources (DHR). Others are 
privately placed by families 
who recognize the need for 
outside help with a child’s 
behavioral or educational 
needs.

Hope Academy, the Home’s 
SACS-accredited on-campus 
school, meets the educa-
tional needs of both resi-
dents and day students from 
the community who are 
attracted by the small class 
size and personalized atten-
tion of the school.

Family Bridges, an outreach 
program of the Presbyterian 
Home, focuses on helping 
families work through diffi-
cult times and stay together 
safely. It offers services cen-
tered on the family and 
designed to resolve specific 
difficulties by building on 
each family’s unique 
strengths. Family Bridges
is located in the Clay/
Chalkville area near 
Birmingham.

The Presbyterian Home for 
Children is a registered 
501(c) 3 non-profit serving 

children and families 
regardless of race, color, 
creed, gender, national ori-
gin or disability. The minis-
try is governed by a Board of 
Trustees, elected in part by 

The Presbyterian Home for Children—Today

North Alabama Presby-
tery, the Presbytery of 
Sheppards and Lapsley, 
and South Alabama Pres-
bytery of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA).
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It’s an exciting time in the 
life of our church. A new 
community service is about 
to begin. It is our time to 
reach out and share our joy 
in Christ with our neighbors 
in need.

The entrées are prepared. 
The meal team leaders are in 
place. The clean-up captain 
is ready to wash dishes, but 
something is missing . . .

We need help setting up for 
the meals, serving the meals, 
greeting our visitors, clean-
ing up, and praying for 
those who are in need. 

If you do not work during 
the day, please search your 
heart about donating 4 hours 
of your time one Tuesday a 
month to make this ministry 
a success. If you will be at 
work during meal service, 
please help by signing up for 
and donating items listed in 
the Narthex or by setting up 
tables and chairs in the 
Narthex. 

We can make this a beacon 
of light in our community, 
serve others, and share our 
love through this ministry, 
but we can’t do it without 
you.

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Laura Anderson, Elder

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Laura Anderson, Elder

Westside Market Kitchen

Dinner at Ronald McDonald House

By Sharon Crenshaw

On Monday, January 28, 
a dedicated group of volun-
teers prepared and served 
our first dinner for the resi-
dents of Ronald McDonald 
House on Springhill 
Avenue. 

We enjoyed a wonderful 
time of fellowship and fun 
while creating a fantastic 
dinner. We met people from 
all walks of life who are 
experiencing the worst pos-
sible circumstances with 
their loved ones. 

If you think this would be 
something that you would 
like to be a part of, please 
prayerfully consider joining 
us as we support these fami-
lies in need. 

The Ronald McDonald 
House was a very special 
place for Jimmy Estes as he 
was receiving his therapy in 
Texas. This mission is an 
outgrowth of our continued 
love for Jimmy. You may 
contact Sharon Crenshaw or 
Laura Anderson for more 
information. 

The response to serving a 

meal to the family’s at 

Ronald McDonald House 

was amazing. I have been 

told by at least 3 of the 

volunteers that we need to 

do it again. There will be a 

meeting on Monday, 

February 18, at 6:00 pm 

to plan for future events. 

—Laura Anderson

Family Promise

By Joan Rommes, Family 

Promise Team

Providence will assist 
Episcopal Church of the 
Redeemer on Hitt Road in 
housing homeless families 
during the following weeks 
this year:

� February 24–March 3, 
2013

� June 9–15, 2013

� September 22–28, 2013

� January 5–12, 2014



• page 8 •

11 Add the chopped garlic 
to the skillet and cook for 
one minute. 

12 Put the greens in the skil-
let along with the 
tomatoes and cook for 
one minute. 

13 Put it all in a large bowl.

14 Stir in the beans, half the 
grated cheese, 1 Tbl olive 
oil, and the rosemary. 

15 Season with salt and pep-
per to taste. 

16 Pour into casserole dish.

17 If the mixture is too dry, 
add water or chicken 
broth to moisten. 

18 Cover the top with bread 
crumbs and the rest of 
the grated cheese.

19 Cover the casserole 
with foil and bake for 30 
minutes. 

20 Take off the foil and bake 
for 10 more minutes until 
golden and crusty. 

Serve hot.

Contributed by Dorinda 

Macaluso Hilbun

Ingredients

� 1-2 lbs greens (any kind)

� 5 cloves garlic (1 crushed 
and 4 chopped)

� ¼ cup olive oil

� 2 medium onions, 
chopped

� ½ cup sun-dried tomatoes

� 3 cups cooked white 
beans (your preference)

� 8–10 slices thick bacon, 
cut in small pieces

� 1 cup Parmigiano-
Reggiano cheese, grated

� 2-3 Tbl rosemary, finely 
chopped

� ½ cup medium-coarse 
bread crumbs

� Salt and pepper

Preparation

1 Cut the greens into bite-
size pieces. 

2 Put the greens in a pot 
and cover them with 
salted water.

3 Boil the greens for 30 
minutes or until tender. 

4 Drain the greens.

5 Preheat the oven 
to 475º. 

6 Rub the inside of a cas-
serole dish with the 
crushed garlic.

7 Toss the garlic away and 
set the dish aside.

8 Heat a large skillet and 
add the bacon. 

9 Cook the bacon until 
almost crisp. 

10 Add the onion to the 
skillet and cook for 
8 minutes on medium-
low heat. 

Laura Anderson, ElderLaura Anderson, Elder

Recipe of the 

Month

Recipe of the 

Month
Greens and beans casserole
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MEGA Wednesday Advent “Onward from Nazareth” and Live Nativity

Above: “Rabbi” Don Bloom • Below (L-R) Mary Mastrangelo, 
Buddy Low, and Jo Hayes try date and goat cheese snacks

Above (L-R): “Eunice” Nedra Bloom and “Mary” Sarah Dunham • 
Below (L-R) Kathy Taylor and Dorinda Hilbun
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Above left (clockwise 
from left): Jeremy 
Messer, Guest, Jeny 
Williams, Jessi 
Gadomski, Laura 
Anderson, Laura 
Fletcher, Amy Messer, 
Guest • Above (L-R) 
Jude Mosley, Laura 
Anderson, Matthew 
Renn, Austin 
Drinovsky • Far left: 
“Mary” Lucky Esneul 
• Left (L-R): Nedra 
Bloom, Austin 
Drinovsky, Jude 
Mosley, Matthew 
Renn

Above left: Jerry Esneul • Above middle (L-R): Laura Fletcher and 
Amy Messer • Above: “King Herod” Jerry Williams • Photos by 
Jessi Gadomski and Ken Gadomski
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December 10, 
2012, Stated 
Session Meeting

� Approved a motion to 
accept the minutes of the 
November 11, 2012, 
Stated Session Meeting,

� Received a request from 
the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency that each mem-
ber donate at least $3 to 
each of the four main 
Special Offerings

� Tabled a motion that—
with the understanding 
that Providence Presby-
terian Church will 
neither purchase nor 
own any firearms or 
ammunition—we accept 
a monetary grant of 
$2,500 from the Alabama 
Chapter of the National 
Rifle Association on 
behalf of, and immedi-
ately forward it to, Boy 
Scout Troop 292 for the 
purpose of purchasing 
firearms and ammuni-
tion to be used at 
shooting events held to 
teach the safe, responsi-
ble, and intelligent 
handling, use, and care of 
firearms.

� Discussed personnel 
matters. 

� Agreed to convert the 
Administration Team to 
a “preventive mainte-
nance team” that meets 
monthly.

� Were informed that The 
Grove’s first service at 

Providence will be on 
December 23. 

� Approved a motion that 
Providence and The 
Grove hold a combined 
Christmas Eve service.

� Were informed that 
Providence’s new food 
ministry will be called 
the Westside Market 
Kitchen.

� Were informed that 
Pastor Mark and The 
Grove Pastor Todd 
McGehee are planning 
a combined youth minis-
try, beginning in January 
2013. It will include 
Wednesday night Bible 
study (during MEGA 
Wednesday) and a Sun-
day night component 
much like the original 
plan for Mobility.

� Received that Treasurer’s 
Report.

� Reviewed the church 
calendar.

� Were informed by Build-
ings & Grounds Elder 
Tom Fletcher that a bulb 
has been ordered for one 
of the projectors in the 
sanctuary and that some 
outside lights and one 
urinal in the men’s room 
have been fixed.

� Were informed that 
Pastor Mark has installed 
some new wall signs in 
the hallway.

� Were informed by Com-
munications Elder Ken 
Gadomski that the 

church website has been 
updated with information 
about The Extravaganza 
and that The Extravaganza 
is also being publicized on 
al.com and goforth.org.

� Were informed by Disci-
pleship Elder Linda Payne 
that response to MEGA 
Wednesday Advent 
(Onward from Nazareth) 
has been enthusiastic and 
that the youth have been 
taking part in all of the 
activities.

� Were informed by Disci-
pleship Elder Linda Payne 
that the first spring session 
of MEGA Wednesday will 
begin January 9 and that 
Pastor Mark and Jerry 
Williams will be teaching 
classes.

� Were informed by Evangel-
ical Missions Elder Laura 
Anderson that a mission 
trip to the Presbyterian 
Home for Children in Tal-
ladega, AL, is being 
planned.

� Were informed by Fellow-
ship Elder Debbie 
McLendon that around 60 
people attended the 
Thanksgiving potluck/
worship on November 18. 

� Made Souper Bowl plans 
for Sunday, February 3.

� Discussed the church mem-
bership rolls.

� Were informed by Stew-
ardship Elder Al 
Drinovsky that he and 
Bookkeeper Jo Hayes will 

begin drafting a 2013 
budget.

� Approved a motion to 
give the staff Christmas 
bonuses.

� Discussed worship 
matters.

� Received an Elder Nomi-
nating Committee 
update from Committee 
Chair Laura Anderson.

� Approved a motion that 
The Grove Pastor Todd 
McGehee be allowed to 
use the office opposite 
the Nursery for as long as 
our partnership for 
shared worship space is 
in effect.

December 17, 2012 
eMeeting

� Withdrew the tabled 
motion to accept a mone-
tary grant of $2,500 from 
the Alabama Chapter of 
the National Rifle Associ-
ation on behalf of Boy 
Scout Troop 292 

December 19, 2012, 
eMeeting

� Approved a motion to 
present Pastor Mark with 
a Christmas bonus.

December 31, 2012 
eMeeting

� Approved a motion to 
designate a specified part 
of Pastor Mark’s 2013 sal-
ary package as his 
housing allowance for 
IRS purposes.

Session Activities
Ken Gadomski, Clerk of Session
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By Manny Russo, 

Scoutmaster

December and January were 
fun months in the life of 
YOUR troop. The troop 
Christmas Party was 
enjoyed by all with good 
food and funny gifts from 
“Dirty Santa.” Fifty-five 
scouts were present for this 
fun evening.

The week after Christmas, 
30 scouts attended Winter 
Camp at Maubila Scout 
Reservation in Jackson, AL. 
They earned merit badges, 
such as Citizenship in the 
Community, Computer, 
Disability Awareness, Per-
sonal Management (how to 
handle money!), and many 
others. The weather was 
good, but we did have some 
heavy rain, and one night of 
19º temperature. These two 
weather conditions revealed 
which scouts were “pre-

pared!” Several scouts had to 
take their sleeping bags and 
clothing into town to dry 
them. They will set their tent 
correctly next time. 

In January, the troop camped 
at Shepard State Park in 
Gautier, MS. The scouts had 
fun playing disc golf, learning 
new skills, and enjoying some 
good scout cooking. The troop 
also participated in a fund-
raiser at the Senior Bowl, 
where we made and sold cot-
ton candy. The money raised 
will be used for scouting 
programs. 

February will test the scout’s 
outdoor skills with a survival 
campout. The scouts will 
spend the weekend with bare 
necessities—no lanterns, no 
stoves, and no other amenities. 
They will cook food over an 
open fire and make do with 
limited supplies. In addition, 
they will have to use a map 

and compass to find matches 
and other items they need to 
survive. This should be fun.

All of these campouts and 
other fun activities are 
designed to help scouts 
become leaders, learn to 
work together, and learn to 
use their outdoor skills to be 
comfortable. The program is 
working well, and our 

scouts are benefitting from 
these activities.

Over the next 4 months, 
5 scouts should begin their 
Eagle Project. We should 
have 5-7 Eagle Scouts this 
year. Thanks to Providence 
Presbyterian Church for 
providing support and a 
facility to meet. 
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WorshIP
DON BLOOM, Elder

January worship volunteers

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers

February 3 Don Bloom Intinction Bill Berry

Don Purvis Buck Bolton

Graham Hayes Mary Mastrangelo

Joan Rommes

February 10 Jerry Williams Ann Bosarge

Aggie Roebuck

Jerry Williams

Buddy Low

February 17 Dorinda Hilbun Debbie Purvis

Don Purvis

Marlene Taylor

Les Taylor

February 24 Pam Fredelake Tom Fletcher

Al Drinovsky

Debbie McLendon

Myrna Andrews

This text was originally pub-
lished in The Ladies Home Jour-
nal in 1917. Roosevelt was a 
member of the Dutch 
Reformed Church, 
but his mother was 
a Presbyterian, 
and his parents 
often attended 
Presbyterian 
churches in 
New York City 
and Oyster Bay. 
His first wife, Alice 
Lee Roosevelt, was a 
Unitarian, and his second wife, 
Edit Kermit Carow Roosevelt, 
was a devout Episcopalian.

1 In the actual world, a 
churchless community—
a community where men 
have abandoned and 
scoffed at or ignored 
their religious needs—is 
a community on the 
rapid downgrade.

2 Church work and church 
attendance mean the cul-
tivation of the habit of 
feeling some responsibil-
ity for others and the 
sense of braced moral 
strength which prevents 
a relaxation of one’s own 
moral fiber.

3 There are enough holi-
days for most of us which 
can quite properly be 
devoted to pure holiday 
making. Sundays differ 
from other holidays—in 
the fact that there are 
fifty-two of them every 
year. . . . On Sundays go 
to church.

4 Yes, I know all the 
excuses. I know that one 
can worship the Creator 
in a grove of trees, or by a 
running brook, or in a 

Teddy Roosevelt’s 10 reasons for going to church
man’s own house as well 
as in church. But I also 
know as a matter of cold 

fact that the average 
man does not 
thus worship 
or thus ded-
icate 
himself. If 
he strays 
away from 
church he 
does not 

spend his 
time in good 

works or lofty medita-
tion. He looks over the 
colored supplement of 
the newspaper.

5 He may not hear a good 
sermon at church. But 

unless he is very unfortu-
nate he will hear a sermon 
by a good man who, with 
his good wife, is engaged 
all of the week long in a 
series of wearing, hum-
drum and important tasks 
for making hard lives a lit-
tle easier.

6 He will listen to and take 
part in reading some beau-
tiful passages from the 
Bible. And if he’s not famil-
iar with the Bible, he has 
suffered a loss.

7 He will probably take part 
in singing some good 
hymns.

8 He will meet and nod to, or 
speak to, good, quiet 

neighbors. . . . He will 
come away feeling a little 
more charitably toward 
all the world, even 
toward those excessively 
foolish young men who 
regard churchgoing as 
rather a soft performance.

9 I advocate a man's join-
ing in church works for 
the sake of showing his 
faith by his works.

10 The man who does not in 
some way . . . connect 
himself with some active, 
working church misses 
many opportunities for 
helping his neighbors, 
and therefore, inciden-
tally, for helping himself.



• page 15 •

February 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Church office 
closed

Jude Mosley

2
Dodi Berry

3
9:15 am

Worship—
Communion

10:45 am

Souper Bowl 
lunch

11:00 am

Administration 
Team meeting

11:00 am

The Grove

5:15 pm

Mobility

4 5
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

6
5:15 pm

MEGA 
Wednesday

7:00 pm

Choir

7
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

8
Church office 
closed

9
8:00 am

Men’s Group

10
9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Sunday  School

11:00 am

Session meeting

11:00 am

The Grove

5:15 pm

Mobility

Mary Ann 
Benefield

11 12
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

Mardi Gras

13
6:00 pm

Ash Wednesday  
serv ice

7:00 pm

Choir

Ash Wednesday

14
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

Valentine’s Day

15
Church office 
closed

16

17
9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Sunday  School

11:00 am

The Grove

6:00 pm

Choir

5:15 pm

Mobility

18
6:00 pm

Ronald 
McDonald 
Dinner Team 
meeting

19
11:00 am–
1:00 pm

Westside Marke t 
Kitchen

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

Ken Gadomski

20
5:15 pm

MEGA 
Wednesday

7:00 pm

Choir

21
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

Leslie  
Weste rberg

22
Church office 
closed

23
7:00–10:00 pm

Singer/
Songwrite r 
Showcase

Debbie Purvis

24
9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Sunday  School

11:00 am

The Grove

5:15 pm

Mobility

25
TBD

Dinner at Ronald 
McDonald 
House

26
11:00 am–
1:00 pm

Westside Marke t 
Kitchen

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

Melodie Garner

27
5:15 pm

MEGA 
Wednesday

7:00 pm

Choir

28
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

Gene Noce

1
4:00 pm–
Sunday evening

Mission trip to 
the Presbyterian 
Home fo r 
Children

Church office 
closed

2
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