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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

Pastor’s message

Remember Rule Number Six
During the last several
weeks, I’ve heard the statement “Mary, remember Rule
Number Six” both coming
from my husband, Stuart,
and repeated in my own
head. This “rule” comes
from a book written by
Rosamund and Benjamin
Zander, The Art of Possibility.
Rule Number Six reminds us
to not take ourselves too
seriously—something that’s
rather important to remember these days.
During the week of July 20,
Stuart and I participated in
our second week of Interim
Training—”The Art of Transitional Ministry”—at the
Zephyr Point Conference
Center at Lake Tahoe. We
were required to read three
books, and while all the
books were great to read, the
Zanders’ book captured my
imagination.
As I looked back on the last
year and look forward to
coming events in the life of
Providence Presbyterian
Church, keeping some perspective will be very impor-

tant. For me, it can become
very easy to take all the
questions and concerns and
accept responsibility for our
congregation.
For each of us, it’s easy to
forget we’re not alone in our
endeavors; we have each
other and the greater Church
to help us understand and
move forward in ministry.
But most of all, we have the
Spirit of God moving
within us and through
us.
I can worry and fret
and spend a restless night trying
to figure out
what and how
something
should be
handled or
resolved, but
it’s remembering God’s
presence that
sends me back
to Rule Number Six. When I
stop taking
myself so seriously
and lighten up, God

has the opportunity to
step in and provide His
inspiration.
We also need to have a little
fun together. By the time
you read this, we will have
gone to a Bay Bears game
together, the Choir will have
sung the National Anthem,
and we

will have cheered for our team
and each other. We’ll worship
with The Grove again on
August 31—that’s Labor Day
weekend—a perfect time to
have a carry-in dinner after
church. If the weather is good,
we’ll open the doors to the
patio and set up tables outside.
Someone needs to bring a
watermelon, and let’s remember the fried chicken!
Yes, the coming months
and years have important questions to be
answered, but the good
news is that we’ll have
those conversations together,
prayerfully inviting God into
our midst and trusting Him for
the answers.
The Zanders write,
“When we follow
Rule Number Six
and lighten up,
we are instantly
transported into
a remarkable
universe. This
new universe is

(See “No. 6” on page 2)
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(“No. 6,” from page 1)
cooperative in nature, and
pulls for the realization of
all our cooperative
desires. For the most part
it lies a bit above our
heads. Angels can fly
there because, as you may
have heard, they take
themselves lightly. But
now, with the help of a
single rule, so can we.”

I’d like to emend their final
sentence in the paragraph
above to read “But now,
with the help of a single rule,
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Joan Rommes, Elder
O’Rourke Elementary School—Backpack Mission
In the photograph below, O’Rourke Elementary School Principal Cheryl Chapman poses with backpacks filled with
school supplies by Providence members and friends. On the
first day of school, August 7, these were given to students
whose families could not afford to buy them themselves.
Thanks to everyone who donated to this mission.

Providence will continue its backpack mission again this
fall, providing a number of O’Rourke students with a
week’s worth of nutritious food each Friday. If you would
like to help, contact Evangelical Missions Elder Joan
Rommes.
Photo by Laura Anderson
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Joan Rommes, Elder
By Laura Anderson
Thank you, Jerry Williams, Larry Simmons, Sharon
Crenshaw, Kathy Taylor, Bob Ellis, and Barry South for your
contributions to the food ministries of Providence Presbyterian Church. The garden and orchard are looking amazing!
If you were unable to help before, the summer rain showers
guarantee there are always plenty more new weeds to pull.
Your help is always greatly appreciated.

Above: Kathy Taylor. Photos by Laura Anderson.
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Our new discipleship class, FIRED UP, begins in September. Watch the Sunday
bulletin and the September issue of Providence Press for more information.
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Vacation Bible School with The Grove—July 7-10
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By Manny Russo, Scoutmaster
During July, the troop focused on
“Disability Awareness.” We had
individuals talk with us who had
disabilities of blindness, deafness,
Cerebral Palsy, amputation, and
quadriplegia. The scouts learned
about various disabilities and the
human spirit of not giving up. They
also learned not to judge people just
because they may look, speak, or act
differently.
In August, we will camp and enjoy
the hot and humid weather. Scouting
is about the outdoor program even
when the outdoors is hot, wet, or cold!
Popcorn sales will kick off in August
with two Saturdays for Show ‘N’
Sales at Lowes and WalMart and the
remainder of the fall with door-todoor sales. We will provide info on
how you can help support the troop
by buying delicious and overpriced
popcorn!
In late August and September, many
scouts will assume positions of leadership in the troop. These leadership
positions help the scouts learn how
to work with others and how difficult it can be when they are in charge
of an activity. Leadership is a core
value in scouting.
In mid-September, the troop will
travel to Wetumpka and camp at
Fort Toulouse. We will enjoy a Civil
War Reenactment and then canoe the
Coosa River for about 8 miles. This
will be a fun trip and once again help
boys learn about water safety and
how to maneuver a canoe.
Thanks again for supporting Troop
292. We are overrun by young boys
wanting to join the troop.
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Session Activities
Ken Gadomski, Clerk of Session
 Approved a motion to
approve the minutes of
the May 31, 2014, Stated
Session Meeting and the
June 6 and June 12, 2014,
Session eMeetings.
 Approved a motion to
extend Pastor Mary
Montei Clark’s Interim
Pastor Covenant for a
period of one year.
 Agreed to suggest that
the Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC) extend
its summer break (currently through August 5)
until after the next Presbytery meeting (August
22-23).
 Received the Pastor’s
report.
 Were informed that
Pastor Mary Montei
Clark is scheduled to
complete the second half
of her Interim training on
July 20-25.
 Approved Pastor Mary
Montei Clark’s vacation
request for July 15-18 and
29.
 Reviewed the church
calendar.
 Received the May Treasurer’s Report.
 Tabled discussion of a
new church sign until the
July meeting.
 Discussed the possibility
of purchasing one or
more roadside signs to be
placed at nearby intersections to direct people to

Providence; agreed to
ask Administrative
Assistant Amy Fletcher
Messer to research sign
availability and county
sign requirements.
 Were reminded of the
July newsletter deadline.
 Were informed that
Discipleship Elder Barry
South and Pastor Mary
Montei Clark plan to
meet with Jenny Chapman at the Presbytery
office to discuss the available discipleship
resources.
 Were informed that
Discipleship Elder
Barry South is researching a new discipleship
series to succeed MEGA
Wednesday.
 Were informed that Discipleship Elder Barry
South and Pastor Mary
Montei Clark will collaborate on a Sunday School
class that focuses on the
morning’s sermon.
 Were informed by Evangelical Missions Elder
Joan Rommes that, due to
budget constraints and
the overwhelming number of people using the
Food Pantry, the Evangelical Missions Team is
looking into limiting
Food Pantry patrons by
local zip codes or by
opening the Food Pantry
only once a month.

 Were informed that
Evangelical Missions
Elder Joan Rommes
plans to schedule a meeting to discuss new Food
Pantry guidelines.
 Were reminded by Evangelical Missions Elder
Joan Rommes of the
weekly donations to the
Food Pantry of fresh produce by the Westside
Tailgate Farmers Market
vendors.
 Agreed that the New
Visitor Bread Ministry
should be under Nurture
rather than Evangelical
Missions.
 Were reminded by Evangelical Missions Elder
Joan Rommes that the
Presbyterian Home for
Children is selling
Christmas cards; Communication Elder Ken
Gadomski will rerun an
advertisement in the next
newsletter.
 Were reminded by
Fellowship Elder
Aggie Roebuck that a
Providence night at the
BayBears has been scheduled for Wednesday,
August 6 and that the
Choir will sing the
National Anthem.
 Agreed to commit to purchasing 50 tickets for
$250 and selling them at
$10 apiece; this will allow
us to invite non-members, such as Anne Place
residents, who might not
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otherwise be able to
afford tickets.
 Discussed the responsibility of each elder
ministry area to the BayBears event.
 Were informed that Worship Elder Don Bloom
and Pastor Mary Montei
Clark are reviewing/
revising the Director of
Music Ministry job
description.
 Were reminded that
Pastor Mary Montei
Clark will baptize Maureen and Miriam Weitzel,
twin daughters of Nick
and Ashley (Garner)
Weitzel, at the Methodist
Church of Dauphin
Island on Saturday,
August 2; agreed that
Elder Joan Rommes will
be the official Session
representative.
 Were informed that the
next meeting of the Presbytery of South Alabama
will be on August 22-23
at Evergreen Presbyterian Church in Dothan,
AL and that Providence
is responsible for sending
two ruling elder commissioners to this meeting.
 Approved a motion
to have Elder Ken
Gadomski and Elder
Joan Rommes represent
Providence at the
August 22-23 Presbytery
meeting; were informed
See “Session” on page 12

From pauper to pastor
while it was filling with
people for service. Only 3
people out of the 10,000 people said hello to him. He
asked people for change to
buy food . . . NO ONE in the
church gave him change. He
A note from the author: My
went into the sanctuary to sit
name is P-Dub. No, I am not
down in the front of the
the Christian Rapper who also church and was asked by the
goes by that name. I am the
ushers if he would please sit
author of “From Pauper to Pas- in the back. He greeted peotor” the story of Pastor
ple only to be greeted back
Jeremiah Steepek that went
with stares and dirty looks,
viral on Facebook on July 22nd with people looking down
[2013].
on him and judging him. As
he sat in the back of the
to eat, I was thirsty and you
I wrote the story to express how church, he listened to the
gave me something to drink, I
I was feeling after visiting some church announcements and
was a stranger and you invited
churches in my hometown of
such.
me in, I needed clothes and
San Jose, California. Many
you clothed me, I was sick and
times I went to these big
When all that was done, the
you looked after me, I was in
churches broken hearted, feelelders went up and were
prison and you came to visit
ing lonely, depressed and
excited to introduce the new
me.’
searching for God.
pastor of the church to the
congregation.
“Then the righteous will
Sadly, every time I would walk
answer him, ‘Lord, when did
out of the church, I felt worse
“We would like to introduce
we see you hungry and feed
then when I walked in. No one to you Pastor Jeremiah
you, or thirsty and give you
greeted me. I would smile at
Steepek.”
something to drink? When did
people and they would look
we see you a stranger and
down or away. I would try to
The congregation looked
invite you in, or needing
approach people but felt out of around, clapping with joy
clothes and clothe you? When
place. I just ended up sitting in and anticipation . . . The
did we see you sick or in
the very back of the church just homeless man sitting in the
prison and go to visit you?’
hoping someone would reach
back stood up . . . and started
out, but no one ever did. Every- walking down the aisle . . .
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I
one seemed to have their own
the clapping stopped with
tell you, whatever you did for
cliques and I wasn’t part of
ALL eyes on him . . . he
one of the least of these broththem. I finally gave up and
walked up the altar, took the
ers and sisters of mine, you did
started to just fellowship with
microphone from the elders
for me.’ “
God on my own.
(who were in on this) and
paused for a moment, then
After he recited this, he looked
Pastor Jeremiah Steepek,
he recited . . .
towards the congregation and
transformed himself into a
told them all what he had
homeless person and went
“Then the King will say to
experienced that morning.
to the 10,000 member church those on his right, ‘Come,
Many began to cry and many
that he was to be introduced you who are blessed by my
heads were bowed in shame
as the head pastor at that
Father; take your inherit. . . he then said . . . Today I see
morning.
ance, the kingdom prepared
a gathering of people . . . not
for you since the creation of
the church of Jesus Christ. The
He walked around his soon the world. For I was hungry
world has enough people, but
to be church for 30 minutes and you gave me something
This is a fictional story. It is
reprinted from http://selahone.wordpress.com/2013/07/
30/fictional-object-lesson-goesviral-2-million-hits-in-thefirst-hour/.
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not enough disciples . . .
when will YOU decide to
become disciples? He then
dismissed service until next
week . . .
Being a Christian is more
than something you claim to
be. It’s something you live
by and share with others.
(“Session,” from page 11)
that Elders Barry and
Christine South and
Linda Payne also plan to
attend the meeting.
 Agreed to hold an informal meeting after service
on Sunday, August 17
(the Sunday before the
Presbytery meeting), to
discuss any concerns of
Providence members and
to hold another informal
meeting on Sunday,
August 24 (the Sunday
after the Presbytery
meeting), to inform
members of what happened at the Presbytery
meeting.

August 2014
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

“When they sprout leaves, you can see for your-

2

selves and know that summer is near.”—Luke 21:30
3

4

9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Administration
Team Mee ting

5
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

6
7:05 pm
BayBe ars Ga me

7
7:00–8:30 pm
AA meeting

8
10:00–11:00 am
Food Pa ntry
11:00 am
Wo rship Te am
me eting

11:00 am
The Gro ve

9
Amy Fletcher
Messer
Emmett
Proudfoot

11:00 am
Evangelica l
Missions Team
me eting
Sharon Smith

10

11

9:15 am
Worship
11:00 am
The Gro ve
Katrina
Westerberg

12
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

13
5:30 pm
McKemie Pla ce
(The Grove)

14
7:00–8:30 pm
AA meeting

15

16

Curtis Andrews
Les Taylo r

Ricky Bolton

7:00 pm
Choir
Pam Fredelake
Leo n Paige

17
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Informal prePre sbyte ry
Mee ting
informatio nal
mee ting

18
Megan Berry

19
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

20
7:00 pm
Choir

21

22

7:00–8:30 pm
AA meeting

10:00–11:00 am
Food Pa ntry

Donald South

August 22-23
Presby terian
Me eting

23
Mina Bolton

11:00 am
Session Mee ting
11:00 am
The Gro ve

24
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Informal postPre sbyte ry
Mee ting
informatio nal
mee ting

25
=

26
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

27
7:00 pm
Choir

28
7:00–8:30 pm
AA meeting

29

30

5

6

Lucky Esneul

11:00 am
The Gro ve
Linda Proudfoot

31
Time TBD
Co mbined
Worship with
The Gro ve
Time TBD
Potluck Lunch
with The Grov e

1
Labor Day
Church Office
Close d

2
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

3
7:00 pm
Choir

4
7:00–8:30 pm
AA meeting
Ba rry South
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As part of the 2007 Summer Sunday School rotation, Evelyn Watkins’
class explored the Beatitudes with puppets. Top (L–R): Amy Westerberg,
Shane Finnegan; Bottom (L–R) Ian Kriner, Kelsey Fredelake, Savannah
Kriner, Joshua Andrews. Photo by Evelyn Watkins (August 12, 2007)

emember hen

P

rovidence Presbyterian Church
2320 Schillinger Road South
Mobile, AL 36695

www.providence-pc.org

