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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

A Season to Grow Deeper
By Pastor Mark Renn
Since our last newsletter, I am
thrilled to report that about half
of our active membership has
taken the challenge to read
the entire Bible in 90 days!
This is such an exciting time
for us as a church. The fact
that our program staff and
50 others have made reading
the Bible a priority over the
coming semester should be a great
encouragement to us.
As a body of believers, we are only as strong as
our commitment and obedience to God’s Word.
We can be bound together for any number of reasons, but if
the Word of God isn’t at the center, than we are just another
social club. I am eager to see what God has in store for us as
a church as such a great number of us
are exposed to His Word for this
extended period.
Scripture reminds us that God’s
Word does not go out and
come back void, but
instead effects change and
transformation wherever it
is heard and read. I believe
that the Bible is alive and
speaks to us if only our hearts
and minds are open to what
God might be saying.

reflect together on what God is teaching us individually. The church in general is being attacked on all
sides by a culture that sees truth as relative.
There are threats coming from the ideology of
the postmodern culture, and there are threats
from within the church as many would
rather see the church conform to the
culture than transformed by the Word
of God. In light of these many concerns,
I am honored to be a part of a committed
group that has signed up to let God speak to
our hearts over these next 90 days.
I will cherish the opportunity to further
build relationships with our members during
this period as we enjoy fellowship over meals
and share our hearts through prayer. The beauty of
this challenge is that we gather not to read books about
Scripture or to follow a curriculum, but rather to assemble with one purpose—to expose ourselves to the life
changing message of Scripture. I
know that God is going to
touch hearts and embolden
His people through this
intensive time spent in His Word.
May our fellowship be strengthened as we rally around God’s
Word, knowing that as we are
open to God’s unchanging
truth, we will have a clearer
understanding of who we are
called to be and how we are called
to serve.
In Christ Alone,

As a church, we will be strengthened
in discipleship and as a community as we
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Nurture
Melodie Garner, Elder
Shepherds
meeting
There will be a Shepherd’s
Meeting on Thursday, September 8, at 7:00 pm. ALL
shepherds need to attend.

Nursery volunteer
needed
The Nursery is in immediate
need of a volunteer who can
work on Tuesday evenings,
6:00-7:30 pm, for 2nd
Quarter.

Our Childcare Policy
requires that there be two
individuals in the Nursery at
all times for the safety of
both our children and the
workers.
We will have one Nursery
staff member there, but neither of our other two workers can work this evening/
time.
Please consider whether
this may be a way for you
to serve our Lord. If you are

interested, contact Melodie
Garner (645-1696 or
mkan26@hotmail.com).

Email Prayer Chain
The email chain for prayer
concerns seems to be going
over well. If anyone would like
to add his or her email address
to the Prayer Chain, email
to Melodie Garner (mkane@
voase.org or mkan26@
hotmail.com), and I will set
it up.

I hope to have many people
sign up, so that we can do
this on a rotating basis.

Condolences
To Ava Gore and
family
On the death of their
husband and father, Les
Gore, in New Jersey on
July 9.

To Jan Sollie
On the death of Jan’s
mother, Eleanor Robbins, in
Mobile on July 10.
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Jeny Williams, Elder
Rally Day lunch

Join our Providence flock for
lunch on Sunday, September
11. After a brief (about 15 minutes) introduction to fall Sunday school classes, we will
group for lunch. Mark your
calendars, and create one of
your favorite dishes to share

Game Night

Beth Moore

Join us for Game Night at
Providence on Saturday,
October 1, at 7:00 pm. Save
the date and enjoy “playing”
with your favorite people.

Lifeway allows computer
registration at www.lifeway.com/Event/WomensConference-Living-ProofLive-Pensacola-FL, or see
Jeny Williams for other
methods.

Ladies interested in
the Friday–Saturday,
December 2–3, Beth Moore
trip to Pensacola . . . be sure

BayBears outing
By Debbie McLendon, Elder
at Large
Dan Kaczrowski, Mobile's
pinch-hitter deluxe, homered to highlight a 5-run
rally as the BayBears
clinched the series
on Saturday, August
13, with an 11-3
victory over the
Mississippi
Braves at
Hank
Aaron
Stadium.
Mississippi starter
Aaron Shafer (1-2) had a
3-1 lead before the BayBears
broke through with 5 runs in
the sixth. Mississippi set a
season high by committing
5 errors, 3 by third baseman
Donell Linares in the sixth
inning.

to make your reservations
now if you haven’t already
done so.

The BayBears added 4 runs
in the seventh thanks to 2
Braves errors and RBI hits by
A.J. Pollock, Ryan Wheeler,
and Taylor Harbin.
The huge win by
Mobile over the
Mississippi
Braves may be
attributed to
one of the first
pitches,
Providence’s
Pastor
Mark Renn, who
almost got the ball
to the plate.

Pastor Mark Renn and
Matthew Renn head out to the
field • Photo by Stephanie Renn
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We have an excited and
exciting group of Providence ladies going on this
adventure.

Betty Blakeman retires
By Nedra Bloom
It wasn’t exactly an idle word
that started Betty Blakeman’s
nearly 10-year career as administrative assistant at Providence Presbyterian Church.
But it was the next best thing.
Just a few months after she and
her late husband, Don, joined
Providence, she asked then
pastor Roy Schneider if there
was anything she could do for
the church.
Turns out there was a little
task . . .
Betty signed on as a volunteer
to help in the office, from
which former secretary Dot
Lynch had retired recently.
Four months later, Betty was
hired on a formal basis. And
she’s done the job ever since
until retiring herself in July.
Betty and Don first lived in
Mobile some 40 years ago,
when he took at job with
Mobile Mental Health. Over
the years, they lived here from
time to time and in many other
parts of the country, but when
they decided to come back to
Mobile in 2001—their fourth
time living here—it was to be a
permanent home.
Their daughter, Michelle
Nall, and her husband wanted
to come back here, so Betty
retired from her job as secretary to a CPA in Oakland, FL,
near Orlando, and the whole
family moved back.
They had been active at Oakland Presbyterian Church,
Betty said, and began visiting
churches soon after arriving in
Mobile.

“Providence was the last one
we visited,” she said. They
joined the church in March
2002.
Just a couple months later,
during the women’s gathering that May, she mentioned
to Pastor Roy that if there
were anything she could
help with, just let her know.
She began volunteering in
the office almost immediately. She laughs that the
Session took four months
before offering her the job.
She recognizes that they

were concerned about
confidentiality—a skill
she mastered working for
lawyers and CPAs—but still
finds it amusing that she
was doing the job every day
for four months while they
worried about it.

g{tÇ~á

For nearly a decade, she
has managed the church
office—keeping the official
membership and contribution records, organizing and
printing the bulletin, handling requests from elders

My thanks to all who
gathered after the worship
service for the recognition
of my time as the administrative assistant at Providence and my retirement.
It has been my pleasure
to work with all of you, and
because of that, it was
a hard decision to finally
decide I needed to retire.
Again, thank you. I will be
around.

(See “Betty” on page 5)

Betty Blakeman
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(“Betty,” from page 4)
and pastors, answering the
phone and handling the
mail, opening the building
for repair people, and keeping the minute books and
calendars.
But she retired again at the
first of July. Ever since
Don died a little more than
a year ago, she had been
considering a move to a new
apartment. This summer an
apartment opened up in an
AHEPA complex. It was just
what she wanted—no need
to leave the building to go to
a dumpster or mailbox—but
it had an income limit, and
her Providence salary put
her over the top.
She’s never spent much time
being afraid, Betty said, but
now she’s happy to live in a

more secure apartment
complex.
But wait! Isn’t she still in the
office?
Though Betty retired in July,
she has reverted to her volunteer status—working the
same half-time schedule as
before her retirement. But
she’s relieved that the Session is working hard to find
a replacement.
It’ll be nice to get back to her
knitting and cross stitch and
reading and sports. She confesses that she loves watching sports on TV, especially
baseball.
Oh, and her family, too.
“Other than my daughter,”
Betty says, “my three greatest joys are my three greatgrandbabies.”

A little known fact about Betty
Blakeman
Betty once played Mayberry’s Aunt Bea in a TV
commercial. The local station was plugging its
decision to bring The Andy Griffith Show reruns
back to the airwaves and selected the front porch
of the law firm where Betty worked as the ideal
setting. Others in the commercial were at least
semi-pro, but
they picked
Betty as the
perfect Aunt
Bea.
Now, while
we don’t have
an actual
photo from
that commercial, here’s
what Betty
may have
looked like as
Aunt Bea.

Previous page: Betty Blakeman • Top (L-R): Michelle Nall, Betty
Blakeman • Bottom: Love offering and cards • Photos by Laura
Anderson
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Laura Anderson, Elder
September collection poem—Inspired by the cold and flu season
Sung to the tune of “A Few of
My Favorite Things”
Children with colds and red
runny noses,

Running profusely like
leaky garden hoses.
Providence members—
those great volunteers—
Will donate tissues, so do
not fear.
Contamination from freeblowing sneezes.
Students wiping noses on
their sleeve-es.
Tissues are handy—
in abundant supply—
Thanks to Providence’s
members nearby

Who’ve collected those
boxes, nicely decorated,
Delivered them to O’Rourke—
The teachers are elated.
The children are
thankful— their
parents are, too,
And they would like to
say an advanced
thanks to you!

Fill a Backpack campaign
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Fill a Backpack
campaign. We delivered 15 backpacks for children in need
to our partners at O’Rourke Elementary School.

O’Rourke collections
Month

Item to be collected

September

Facial tissue

November

Hand sanitizer

January

Copy paper

March

#2 lead pencils

May

Dry erase markers

June/July

Special activity—Fill a backpack
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Interfaith Build Days for Providence: September 10, October 8, and November 12
Join us for the Interfaith
Habitat Build in the Hillsdale community. We will be
working on the second Saturday in September, October, and November. A free
lunch for all volunteers will
be provided at Sonlight
Cafe.

Volunteers 16 and older will
be working on the house.
This will be a great way for
our high school students to
earn credit towards next
summer’s youth trip. We
will be on site all day. Volunteers may choose to work the

entire day or for half of the
day. Be sure to bring your
work gloves. Volunteers will
need to fill out the waiver that
will be available on site. For
your convenience a copy of the
safety policy is provided
below, and the waiver is on the
next page.

Safety First!
Work Site Safety Procedures
SAFETY IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

1 Report any condition that looks unsafe,
10 Make sure that ground fault circuit interincluding unsafe tools to your crew leader.
rupter (GFCI) is in place before plugging
in electrical power cords. All electrical
2 Be certain that you understand your
cords must be in good condition.
assignment and know how to operate the
necessary tools.
11 Do not use broken or malfunctioning
tools, especially those with electrical
3 Wear a hard hat at all times on the conproblems.
struction site.
12 Do not place boards between 2 ladders
4 Wear ear plugs in high noise areas.
as work platforms; use only a ladder or a
5 Wear safety glasses or other eye protecwork platform that is properly locked into
tion when nailing or operating power tools
place.
or other equipment.
13 Do not use aluminum ladders around
6 Make sure blade guards are in place when
electrical power lines.
operating power saws.
14 Report any/all injuries to HFHMC repre7 Use a dust mask when working in dusty
sentative immediately –EVEN MINOR
atmospheres.
INJURIES.
8 Wear gloves when handling wood or metal 15 If you have any safety equipment, PPE,
products.
you may bring it, but it must be OSHA
approved.
9 Avoid stepping on electrical power cords,
especially in wet locations.
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY IN MOBILE COUNTY, INC.
P.O. Box 16422
MOBILE, AL 36616

WAIVER OF LIABILITY
Please read carefully.
WAIVER OF LIABILITY – to be read and signed by all persons intending to do volunteer work with Habitat for Humanity
in Mobile County, Inc. (hereinafter “Habitat”) A parent or legal guardian must sign for volunteers under 18 years of age*.
I understand that working on or around a Habitat construction site, office, or project will expose me, or my dependents,
to various risks of injury, illness or property damage. I understand and assume any and all such risk. I agree that neither
I, nor my dependent, will endeavor to hold Habitat, its agents, directors, employees, or volunteers liable for any injury,
illness or property damage that I, or my dependent, may suffer. To the contrary, I agree to indemnify Habitat against any
loss or damage it may suffer as a result of injury or damage befalling me, or any of my dependents, resulting from our
activities at a Habitat site.
I also understand that Habitat work sites, including volunteers, may be photographed and/or videotaped for media and
web site use. I consent to the use of photographs or videotapes depicting me, or my dependents, being used to promote
Habitat.
Please Print

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Volunteer Name
Address
City/State Zip

____________________________________________
Phone

_____________________________________________
Birth Date

____________________________________________
Volunteer Signature

_____________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature (required for volunteers
under the age of 18 years)

____________________________________________
Email

____________________________________________
Group Affiliation (if any)

____________________________________________
Today’s Date
*Under 18 years of age: Individuals under the age of 14 yrs. are not allowed on a Habitat work site. Individuals between
the ages of 14 and 16 yrs. may do limited work on the work site, and must be accompanied by an adult. They may paint
or landscape but should not be on site when construction is underway. Those volunteers age 16 and 17 yrs. may do
general construction but may not do excavation, demolition, operate power tools or work at heights above 6 ft. or do
roofing. They may do general carpentry.
NOTE: This form must be completed and turned in to Habitat for Humanity prior to working on the site.
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Nativity Costumes
needed

attire for adult wisemen (and wisewomen),
shepherds, and angels. We also need some
elementary-aged shepherd costumes.

As I write this, I am feeling
a little bit like a department
store because I am already
getting ready for the Christmas season.
Last year’s Live Nativity
saw a lot of additions,
and this year’s will be even
better. If you are a seamstress or a tailor, we need
additional costumes for this
event. We are in need of

IHN/Family Promise update
Contributed by Joan
Rommes, IHN/Family
Promise Team
The families are scheduled
to stay at Redeemer Lutheran the week of September
18–24. Contact Diana Shaw
(Dshaw58@aol.com or
639-1547).

A message from
Teressa Ramsey
Host Coordinators,
Good Afternoon! I realize
that you all had a busy summer and hopefully things
will settle down a bit now
that school is starting. Our
office has just experienced
our busiest summer yet with
over 900 calls coming in July
and over 700 in June with no
signs of things slowing down

yet in August. India reviewed
over 50 telephone assessments
in July and over 30 in June—so,
we do not expect our IHN to
slow down anytime soon.
Here’s a bit of news I wanted
to share:

Remember Latarsha from
2008? She stopped by the
Day Center last week to say
hello. Her family is doing
great and remain appreciative for the wonderful care
they received while in our
IHN. Latarsha is now working to get her church
involved with our IHN!

Thank you to everyone that
supplied our families with
items for school! All of the chil- In the past two weeks, Famdren received their necessary
ily Promise has provided
supplies.
deposits (housing, utility
and water) for ten families;
Congratulations to Jackie and funded daycare for seven
Shelby who moved into hous- children; provided before
ing yesterday! Dorethea (and
and after school care for
Miracle and Cornelius) and
three children; and provided
Jada (and Elijah) moved into
transportation (bus passes,
housing recently, as well!
fuel, and FP van) for eleven
Thanks to you all, Family
families. THANK YOU—
Promise helped these families you make these wonderful
with deposits, cleaning supservices possible!
plies and furniture.
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Please help me fill up my fall
calendar: Invite me to speak
at your church or to the volunteers within your church.
Also, if your congregation
has not had a volunteer training recently, I would love to
come and “re-energize”
them!
Mark your calenders for our
next two fundraisers: Serving You! for the month of
September and Cardboard
City—Saturday, October 29.
Information for both of these
fundraisers can be found on
our website: www.
familypromisemobile.org
Have a wonderful weekend,
Teressa Ramsey
Executive Director
Family Promise of Coastal
Alabama

Evangelical
MISSIONS














Laura Anderson, Elder
Can’t volunteer
but want to
help?
Are you looking for
ways to support the
ministry at Sonlight
Cafe but are not able to
volunteer because of your
work schedule?
Three items are needed: quart-sized
resealable plastic bags, aluminum foil, and
plastic wrap.
There will be a designated collection bucket in the Narthex.

Sonlight Cafe meal rotation

Sonlight Cafe has served
over 314 meals
at Hillsdale
Presbyterian
Church.
Team

Team 1
• Mary Mastrangelo
• Dorinda Hilbun
• Marlene Taylor
• Linda Payne

Team 2
• Redeemer Lutheran
• Assistance from
Providence*

Team 3
• Jessi Gadomski
• Sharon Crenshaw
• Laura Anderson

Team 4
• Linda Crossley
• Jeny Williams
• Mark Renn

September

September 6

September 13*

September 20

September 27

October

October 4

October 11

October 18

October 25

November

November 1

November 8

November 15

November 22

December

December 6

December 13

December 20

December 27

January

January 3

January 10

January 17

January 24

February

February 7

February 14

February 21

February 28

March

March 6

March 13

March 20

March 27

April

April 3

April 10

April 17

April 24

2012

2011

Month

May

May 1

May 8

May 15

May 22

June

June 5

June 12

June 19

June 26

Team 5
• Hillsdale

November 29

January 31

5/29/12

The following people will be assisting as their schedules allow: Kathy Taylor, Debbie Simmons, Larry Simmons, and Julia Bozant.
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A few notes about
announcements
Some of you may have noticed
that the Worship Team has
changed the way we handle
announcements on Sunday
mornings.

that you need to make
could be written up and
given to the liturgist, so
that her/she can include
it in the opening remarks.
This would greatly save
time and keep things
moving very smoothly.
2 If you would
like to make
the announcement yourself,
please
sit in
the
front
row
at the
beginning of the
service, so
the liturgist
knows that you would
like to make an
announcement. If the

Lori Seman, Elder

liturgist does not see anypeople might participate
one sitting in the front
in the event or activity
row, he/she will move
because they will get the
along to the praise songs
clear details.
under the assumption
Please also remember to list
that there are no addithe details of the announcetional announcements.
ment in the bulletin by
3 Please use the microemailing it to the church
phone that is set up on
office (office@providencethe floor rather than
pc.org) by Wednesday
climbing the stairs to the morning, so that you can
pulpit. This will save
just provide the basics in
time and will also be
your verbal announcement
helpful for those who
and refer individuals to
cannot as easily make it
the bulletin for additional
up the stairs.
information.
4 Please have your
announcement written
out, or at least have notes
for yourself. If you have
your announcement
thought out and prepared ahead of time, the
information will come
across clearly, and more

August worship volunteers
The changes we have
made are in an effort to move By Lori Seman, Worship Elder
things along on Sunday morning, so that we can begin worDate
Liturgist
Communion
ship in a timely manner. This
September 4
Laura Anderson
Intinction
is especially important to visiJeny Williams
Jenny Williams
tors, who may be distracted if
the church service begins with
a string of church members
September 11
Pam Fredelake
standing up to give long and
unorganized announcements.
If you have an announcement
that you would like to make on
Sunday morning, here are
some things that the Worship
Team would like you to keep
in mind:

September 18

Nedra Bloom

September 25

Don Bloom

1 Please carefully consider
whether the announcement
• page 11 •

Laura Anderson
Curtis Andrews
Bill Berry
Don Bloom

Thank you for helping to
keep the Sunday morning
worship time smoothly
flowing and focused on
worshiping our Lord.

Ushers
Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Mary Mastrangelo
Joan Rommes
Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
TBA
Debbie Purvis
Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor
Betty Blakeman
Al Drinovsky
Michelle Nall
TBA

By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
August was a great month
full of fun activities and service projects. About 18
scouts were involved in volunteer work during the latter part of July and August
at the Bay Area Food Bank,
at the Goodwill Easter Seal
recycling project at Baker
High School, and at the
Olympic Boxing Trials at the
Civic Center. These scouts
logged about 90 hours in service to the community.

The August Campout at the
4-H Center in Columbiana
was a lot of fun. Each scout
had the opportunity to tube
and knee board on Lay Lake.
The swimming pool was
available, and the scouts
spent a lot of time enjoying
water games.

The September campout will
be a canoe trip down the Coosa
River in Wetumka, AL, just a
few minutes from Montgomery. The troop will canoe and
kayak down the river and
camp at Fort Toulouse.

The troop's chaplains, Tyler
and Duane, continue to do a
In addition to all the fun,
good job with our travel
many scouts worked hard on prayers and Sunday church
Second and First Class Rank service. The twelfth point of
Requirements. Some of these the Scout Law states that a
included water rescue meth- “Scout is Reverent.”
ods, first aid, knot tying, and
the use of a stove versus a
The scout Oath states, “To do
ground fire for cooking.
my duty to God and Country.”
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The troop will participate in
“Mobile Bay Remembers,”
which is a September 11
remembrance of those who
lost their lives and those
who gave their lives trying
to help others. The Flag
retirement Ceremony will
take place at the Mobile
Museum at 11:00 am and
will be repeated at noon.
Our scouts are looking forward to being a part of this
tenth anniversary of the
Trade Center tragedy.
Thanks for your support of
the troop.

It’s Popcorn Time Again!
The Boy Scouts of America sell
popcorn each fall to raise
money to support the scouting
program on the national and local
level as well as each individual
troop and
scout. Some brochures,
showing the types of
popcorn, are available.
If you would like to purchase popcorn to support the
Boy Scouts, please email
Manny Russo (manny292@
comcast.net). Thanks!
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Session Activities
Steve Crenshaw, Clerk of Session
July 17 Stated
Session Meeting

 Were informed that Pas-  Discussed Nursery
tor Mark had withdrawn
issues.
from the scheduled edu Were informed by the
cational conference in
Contributed by Steve
Nurture Elder that the
Minnesota due to accessicrenshaw, Clerk of Session
Church Rolls were due
bility to the actual conferfor review. The Nurture
ence and travel costs but
 Approved a motion to
Elder will request assisthat he was investigating
approve the minutes of the
tance and advice in
the possibility of virtual
June 4 stated Session
preparing the review
attendance via Internet
meeting.
from previous Nurture
steaming video.
elder Betty Montjoy.
 Approved a motion to
approve the minutes of the  Discussed the proposed
 Were informed by the
Form of Government
July 3 congregational meetNurture Elder that an
Changes in regard to the
ing.
email Prayer Chain had
requirement to establish
been established to share
 Discussed a proposal for
a Church Operations
congregational prayer
additional coverage from
Manual.
concerns.
the church’s insurance

Approved
a
motion
to
company; referred the pro Were informed by the
adopt the 2009-2011 Book
posal to the Administrative
Nurture Elder that the
of Order as the ProviTeam for review and
Shepherd Teams were
dence Presbyterian
recommendation.
being re-established and
(PCUSA) Operations
would convene soon.
 Agreed that Al Drinovsky
Manual.
and Linda Payne would
 Approved a request from
represent Providence at the  Reviewed the church
the Nurture Elder that an
calendar.
August 19-20 Presbytery
appeal for donations of
meeting.
 Approved the TreaNursery supplies (needs
surer’s
Report.
include a CD player, dia Reviewed and discussed
pers, wipes, etc.) be made
letters from other Presby Were informed by the
similar to what has
tery of South Alabama
Youth Elder that the
occurred for donations at
churches regarding
youth Summer Camp
O’Rourke Elementary.
denominational changes.
trip would begin with a
lock-in and that it was
 Were informed by the
 Reviewed and declined a
necessary to rent a van
Nurture Elder that
request to participate at
for the trip due to
Donnie Garner has
this time in a congregation
mechanical failure of the
agreed to relocate an
wide “U.S. Congregational
Cottage Hill Presbyterian
electrical receptacle for
Life Survey” from General
Church van.
the CD player’s use.
Assembly Mission Council
Research Services.
 Were informed by the
 Were informed by the
 Received the Pastor’s
Report.
 Thanked Elder Laura
Anderson for her leadership in formulating the
“Elder Area of Responsibility” template spreadsheet.

Youth Elder that the balance of the year’s youth
schedule in combined
ministry with Overlook
Presbyterian Church was
being formulated.

Worship Team has been
reviewing the usher’s
responsibility listing and
are currently making
revisions as necessary to
update the listing.
 Received an update from
the Nurture Elder on the
June liturgists meeting.
 Were informed by the
Clerk of Session of
Providence Administrative Assistant Betty
Blakeman’s intention to
retire and discussed
ways to honor her service
to Providence.
 Agreed that the Administrative Team would
work closely with Pastor
Mark to review and
revise the current
Administrative Assistant job description.
 Approved a recommendation to hire David
Burtt as the Director of
Music Ministries
 Were informed by the
Clerk of Session that staff
performance evaluations
would be performed in
the early Fall in anticipation of the coming
budget year.

 Decided that the Nurture
Elder would assist the
Administrative Team in
Nurture Elder that the
revising the current
Nursery crib needs to be
Nursery Worker job
replaced as soon as possidescription.
ble due to age and
 Approved a motion to
design.
issue a small monetary
 Were informed by the
(See “Session” on page 15)
Worship Elder that the
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(“Session,” from page 14)
gift to Laura Fletcher
for her service and
dedication as accompanist and interim Choir
Director.
 Were informed by Pastor
Mark that the Church
staff will begin attending
stated weekly meetings
to discuss issues/ideas,
seek direction through
prayer and interaction,
and facilitate/improve
planning.
 Discussed the Child Protection and Sexual
Misconduct Policy.

 Were informed by the Discipleship Elder that there
would be an evening program of adult study
starting in the fall.
 Were informed by the Discipleship Elder that the
Academy for Equipping
the Saints would begin
again in September 2011.
 Were informed by the Fellowship Elder that the
Fellowship Team would
meet soon to review, discuss and schedule
upcoming events.

assist in improving the
air circulation.
 Were informed by the
Building and Grounds
Elder that he and Donnie
Garner would be cleaning the carpet in the
Nursery.
 Were informed by the
Building and Grounds
Elder that a program of
touch-up painting and
interior cleaning would
occur prior to the start of
the Sunday School
season.

 Were requested by the Dis-  Were informed by the
cipleship Elder to suggest
Building and Grounds
and/or plan fellowship
Elder that he would till
 Were updated by the Disevents or opportunities and
the garden plots and
cipleship Elder on the
were informed that the Felcompost the beds to
recently completed VBS
lowship Team would assist
prepare for Fall gardens
program, attendance,
in advertisement.
to be planted at the
and outreach impact.
end of August. Emmett
 Were informed by the
 Were informed by the
Proudfoot has agreed
Building and Grounds
Discipleship Elder of varto till the Hillsdale
Elder that the freezer from
ious opportunities for
plots for Fall planting
Hillsdale had been relopre-school/child outpreparation.
cated to Providence.
reach, including
 Were informed that the
programs similar to Cir-  Were informed by the
kitchen has recently been
cle Time in cooperation
Building and Grounds
cleaned and organized.
with the multi-family
Elder that he had purhousing developments
chased and placed a forced-  Were informed by the
near Providence.
air fan in the choir loft,
Evangelical Missions
aimed at the ceiling to
Elder that the Church of
the Redeemer has offered
meal preparation assistance at Sonlight Cafe on
the second Tuesday of
each month.

Missions Elder that leftover food from the
Sonlight Cafe be delivered to home-bound
Church members; she
will seek delivery system
volunteers.
 Were informed that the
Nurture Elder suggest
meal delivery with the
Shepherds as a possible
Nurture opportunity.
 Were informed by the
Evangelical Missions
Elder that a trip to the
Presbyterian Children’s
Home is being planned
for late September.
 Were informed that the
Evangelical Missions
Elder is exploring the
possibility of facilitating
the attendance of representatives on the Presbytery mission trip to Mexico in January 2012
 Were informed that the
Evangelical Missions
Elder the partnership
with O’Rourke Elementary School (providing
supplies, teacher treats
and volunteers) would
be continued but that the
Providence Nursery’s
needs would be incorporated into the donation
program.
 Discussed the cell tower
site lease.

 Were informed by the
Evangelical Missions
 Approved a motion to
Elder that Overlook Preshave American Tower
byterian is still investiCorporation send all relgating a possible
ative contract documents
increased participation in
with easement and preSonlight Cafe.
paid lease options for
attorney review and
 Were informed by the
recommendation.
Evangelical Missions
Elder that the Sonlight
 Were informed that the
Cafe’s success will be
Clerk of Session would
evaluated based on accucontact Attorney Lynn
mulated data after one
Perry to request a quote
year of operation.
for his review and recommendation of the
 Received a suggestion
contracts and proposal.
from the Evangelical
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Grandpa’s hands
By Anonymous. Contributed
by Marion Noce
Grandpa, some ninety plus
years old, sat feebly on the
patio bench. He didn’t
move, just sat with his head
down, staring at his hands.
When I sat down beside him,
he didn’t acknowledge my
presence, and the longer I sat
I wondered if he was okay.

though wrinkled, shriveled
and weak have been the
tools I have used all my life
to reach out and grab and
embrace life.
“They braced and caught my
fall when as a toddler

and spouse and walked my
daughter down the aisle.
“Yet, they were strong and
sure when I dug my buddy
out of a foxhole and lifted a
plow off of my best friend’s
foot. They have

“These hands are the mark of
where I’ve been and the ruggedness of my life. But more
importantly, it will be these
hands that God will reach out
and take when He leads me
home. And with my hands He
will lift me to His side, and
there I will use these hands to
touch the face of Christ.”

Finally, not really wanted to
disturb him, but wanting to
check on him at the same
time, I asked him if he was
okay.
He raised his head and
looked at me and smiled.
“Yes, I’m fine. Thank you for
asking,” he said in a clear
strong voice.
“I didn't mean to disturb
you, Grandpa, but you were
just sitting here staring at
your hands, and I wanted to
make sure you were OK,” I
explained to him.
“Have you ever looked at
your hands,” he asked. “I
mean really looked at your
hands?”
I slowly opened my hands
and stared down at them. I
turned them over, palms up
and then palms down. No, I
guess I had never really
looked at my hands as I tried
to figure out the point he
was making.
Grandpa smiled and related
this story:
“Stop and think for a
moment about the hands
you have, how they have
served you well throughout
your years. These hands,

washed and cleansed the rest
of my body. They have been
sticky and wet, bent and broken, dried and raw. And to
this day when not much of
anything else of me works real
well, these hands hold me up,
lay me down, and again continue to fold in prayer.

I crashed
upon the
floor. They put
food in my mouth
and clothes on my back.
When I was a child, my
mother taught me to fold
them in prayer. They tied
my shoes and pulled on my
boots.
“They dried the tears of my
children and caressed the
love of my life. They held my
rifle and wiped my tears
when I went off to war.
“They have been dirty,
scraped and raw, swollen
and bent. They were uneasy
and clumsy when I tried to
hold my newborn son.
“Decorated with my wedding band, they showed the
world that I was married
and loved someone special.
They wrote the letters home
and trembled and shook
when I buried my parents

I will never look at my hands
the same again. But I will
remember my Grandpa's
hands, always. God reached
out and took my Grandpa's
hands and led him home.
held children, consoled
neighbors, and shook in fists
of anger when I didn’t
understand.
“They have covered my face,
combed my hair, and

When my hands are hurt or
sore or when I stroke the face
of my children and wife, I
think of Grandpa. I know he is
stroked and caressed and held
by the hands of God now.

Box tops for education
Are you looking for a really easy way
to support O’Rourke Elementary
School?
Clip Box Tops for
Education coupons
from the items you
use everyday at
home, and put
them in the collection container in
the Narthex.
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September 2011
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
6:00 pm
Closely Crafte d

2
Church office
clo sed

3
9:00 am
Men’s Group

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

4
9:30 am
Worship—
Co mmunion

5
6:00 pm
Bible in 90 Days
La bor Da y

11:00 am
Sunday
Schoo l—Child
Pro tection v ideo

6
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

7

8

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Crafte d

7:00 pm
Choir

7:00 pm
Shepherds
meeting

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

9

10

16

17

Church office
clo sed

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting
Sue Drino vsky

12

11
9:30 am
Worship

6:00 pm
Bible in 90 Days

11:00 am
Fall Sunda y
Schoo l intro

10:30 am
Circle Time @
The Castle

11:15 am
Luncheon

13
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Women

14

15

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Crafte d

Church office
clo sed

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Betty Montjoy

9:00 am
Men’s Group

Amy Westerberg

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

12:10 pm
Session

18
9:30 am
Worship—
Co mmunion
11:00 am
Sunday School

19
6:00 pm
Bible in 90 Days

20
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

21

6:00 pm
Closely Crafte d

7:00 pm
Choir

6:00 pm
Ev angelical
Missions Team

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

25
9:30 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School
Melo di Hacke r

26
6:00 pm
Bible in 90 Days
September
26–28
Catapult
Conference at
Christ United
Methodist
Mary
Mastrange lo

22

5:30 pm
Mobility

23

24

Church office
clo sed

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

27
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Marksmen

28

29

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Crafte d

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Buck Bolton
Justine Paige

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Myrna Andre ws
Jack Crenshaw
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30
Church office
clo sed

1
9:00 am
Men’s Group
7:00 pm
Game Night

P
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