
rovidence Press
P r o v i d e n c e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h

“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

October 2012

Volume 23 Number 10

It is very common in most 
churches for stewardship 
season to exist indepen-
dently of the rest of the 
preaching schedule. Pastors 
pick passages that talk about 
money, giving sacrificially, 
devoting our whole self to 
Christ, etc. This being my 
fifth attempt at preaching a 
good stewardship series, I 
looked back and realized 
how each year I tried to do 
something significantly 
unique. 

In 2008, I was just beginning 
my first season of ministry 
here at Providence. We cele-
brated my ordination in 
November, so excitement 
and financial support 
weren’t terribly difficult to 
muster. Over the next year, 
the Session began a season of 
discernment as we consid-
ered what it meant to be a 
church with a missional 
focus. 

In 2009, coming off of an 
experience at a small church 
conference, where I took 

Walking with Jesus and the disciples through 
stewardship season

 

(See “Walking” on page 2)

prism and the spectrum of 
colors) provided a visual 
reminder that what we 
invest in God’s Kingdom 
produces a diverse, beauti-
ful, and surprised array of 
results. 

Last year, as our church was 
in the process of working 
through the “Bible in 90 
Days,” our stewardship ser-
mons paired well with what 
we were reading in Novem-
ber. When you really think 
about it, most of the content 
of Scripture is at least some-
what related to the degree 
that we devote ourselves 
and dedicate ourselves to 
the service of the Lord. As 
such, it usually isn’t hard to 
connect any passage of 
Scripture to stewardship.

This year, we are going to 
stay close to the lectionary 
passages for the Sundays of 
October 14 through Novem-
ber 11. It just so happens that 
each of the Gospel passages 
comes from one of three 

heart in the fact that our 
church was moving in the 
right direction, I used the 
stewardship series to cast a 
vision for embracing a mis-
sional model. By getting the 
church excited about and 
committed to a servant-
leadership model, I didn’t 
preach about “money,” 
knowing that money always 
follows vision. If the people 
believe in a shared vision for 
a bright future, raising the 
money to support the vision 
is rarely a problem. 

In 2010, the creative side of me 
took over, and we journeyed 
through stewardship season 
using Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of 
the Moon in conversation with 
texts from the book of Ecclesi-
astes. If you weren’t here for 
that, I promise that the connec-
tions were eye-opening and 
that the lyrics and Scripture 
complemented each other 
nicely. We discussed “Time,” 
“Money,” our gifts, and 
“everything under the sun” as 
needing to be dedicated to 
God’s glory. Even the iconic 
cover art for the album (the 
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chapters in the Gospel of 
Mark and are very applica-
ble to a stewardship theme. 
In the three short chapters of 
Mark 10-12, Jesus teaches on 
and responds to many of the 
important questions con-
cerning stewardship. He dis-
cusses talents, devotion, 
giving our all to God, taxes, 
power dynamics, authority, 
fruitfulness, and what hope 
the rich have in entering the 
Kingdom of God. I will be 
digging deeply into these 
texts for the five weeks of 
stewardship season and 
would like to challenge you 
to spend some time in these 
three chapters in your quiet 
times. 

I will be asking each member 
to submit via email or on 
paper a comment expressing 

encourage you to do the 
same. Even if you have a 
firm grasp on your financial 
plan, I assure you that there 
will be something new to 
learn through this series. We 
hope that between the ser-
mon series on Sunday morn-
ing, special Minutes for 
Mission and testimonials, 
and the MEGA Wednesday 
course you will be able to 

make your Estimate of 
Giving from an 

even more 
informed and 
Scripture cen-
tered position 

this year. 

Join us as we discover what 
it means to live sacrificially 
on behalf of Christ and His 
Kingdom.

what one of these sections 
means to you in relation to 
your own understanding of 
tithing to the Church. We will 
be including some of your 
comments on slides prior to 
the worship service during the 
season.

On October 10 we will be 
launching our second class 
cycle for our MEGA Wednes-
day Discipleship Night. 
Our main offering 
will be a video 
series by Crown 
Financial Minis-
tries that will 
help our members 
deepen their under-
standing of personal finances, 
stewardship, and their obliga-
tion to the Kingdom of God. 

Stephanie and I will be partak-
ing in this class, and we 
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Reprinted from http://www.
pcusa.org/media/uploads/
specialofferings/pdfs/violent_
world.pdf

The Peacemaking Offering 
will be taken at Providence 

during worship service on 
Sunday, October 7.

When the United States was 
attacked on September 11, 
2001, many Americans felt 
the best way to ensure the 

nation’s security was to 
respond with a military 
counterattack. Within 
weeks war began with 
Afghanistan. 

Other Americans, among 
them families of 9/11 vic-
tims, felt responding to vio-
lence with violence was 
counterproductive and would 
incite more terrorism instead 
of making a safer world. One 
such group traveled to 
Afghanistan to forge personal 
connections with Afghans and 
to offer condolences to those 
who had lost family members 
in the bombing strikes. 

Now, 10 years later, what does 
peacemaking mean in a post-
9/11 world? 

Discernment on peacemaking 
differs from the usual 
approach where a study com-
mittee releases a report and 
people in worshiping commu-
nities react or respond to it. 
Instead, this peacemaking dis-
cernment invites the entire 
church to engage in individual 
and group processes of dis-
cerning peace. Presbyterians 
are encouraged to “seek clarity 
as to God’s call to the church to 
embrace nonviolence as its 
fundamental response to the 
challenges of violence, terror, 
and war; and to identify, 
explore, and nurture new 

Peacemaking Offering

approaches to active peace-
making and nonviolence.” 
The findings from this peace 
discernment process will be 
presented to the 221st Gen-
eral Assembly (2014). Per-
haps Presbyterians can 
hasten the day when 
humankind no longer con-
siders violence an acceptable 
means of resolving conflict. 

Your congregation keeps 
25% of Peacemaking Offer-
ing receipts for peacemaking 
efforts in your community. 
Another 25% is kept by mid 
councils for their peacemak-
ing efforts. The remaining 
50% allows the Presbyterian 
Peacemaking Program to 
facilitate conversations on 
peace. 

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Laura Anderson, Elder

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Laura Anderson, Elder
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Cold and flu season has arrived again. 
Let’s help O’Rourke Elementary School, 
our Partner in Education, this month by 
donating hand sanitizer. 

Please drop off your donation in the 
collection bucket in the Narthex

O’Rourke Elementary School—Our Partner in Education

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Laura Anderson, Elder

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Laura Anderson, Elder

(“Backpack,” from page 6)

Halftime

Halftime, the supplemen-
tal service for those 39+, 
originally scheduled for 
October 21, has been post-
poned until January.

Watch this news-
letter and the 
Sunday bul-
letin for 
further 
details.

5—4—3—2—1! The count-
down to Operation Christ-
mas Child has begun.               

Bring your shoe boxes filled 
with things like toys, books, 
personal care items, and 
hard candy, to the Narthex 
no later than Sunday, 
November 11, so they can be 
taken to a local distribution 
center. 

For more information on 
how to pack a shoe box, 
ideas about what to put in 
them, and tags to attach to 
the filled shoe boxes, refer to 
the next page of this news-
letter.

National Collection Week—November 12-19

Youth Yard Sale—October 27

The youth will be holding 
their annual 
fall yard sale 
on Saturday, 
October 27, 
8:00 am–12:00 noon.

Please bring 
your yard sale 
donations to the 
church at one of 
the following times:

� Friday, 
October 26, 
4:00–8:00 pm

� Saturday, 
October 27, 
7:00–8:00 am

Thank you for your support 
of this youth project. Pro-
ceeds go toward future 
youth activities.
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Knitworks
African Comfort Dolls—Saturday, October 13

Just a reminder about ways you can help make this mission event a great 

success. Please sign up in the Narthex!

� Donate door prizes

� Roll balls of yarn—Roll the yarn that was provided into balls no larger 

than 3" in diameter, and place the rolled balls in a Ziploc-style bag. 

Rolled yarn should be returned no later than Sunday, October 7.

� Set up—Move chairs in the Sanctuary, set up tables, put materials for 

the event on tables (Friday, October 12, 10:00-11:30 am)

� Register participants

� Provide muffins, fruit, etc. as snack items for the morning of the 

event—Please deliver items on Thursday, October 11, 6:00-7:00 pm; 

Friday, October 12, 10:00-11:30 am; or Saturday, October 13, 7:30-

8:15 am

� Make coffee, put out coffee and snack items, and 

monitor the snack table

� Set up for and clean up after the noon meal

� Break down—Clear tables, reset the Sanctuary, store 

materials (Saturday, October 13, 3:30 pm)

The sign-up sheet is located in the Narthex. Contact Laura 

Anderson (clydeandlaura@gmail.com or 454-6093) if you 

need additional information. Debbie McClendon (or [228] 

474-2430) will be coordinating the morning snacks. 
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From October 10 until 
November 28, MEGA 
Wednesday will feature two 
new classes from 6:00 to 
7:00 pm each week. 

The first class is “Managing 
our Finances God’s Way,” 
co-produced by Crown 
Financial Ministries and 
Rick Warren’s Purpose-
Driven Ministries. This DVD 
and small group study will 
be integrated into this fall’s 
Stewardship Season. The 
second option is a DVD and 
small group study from 
author/pastor Max Lucado 
called “Fearless.”

We will continue our Prayer 
Team session during the 
class hour. Anyone is wel-
come at any time to come 
and pray for the church, 
world, or personal issues.  
And the Kid Zone will con-
tinue to provide love and a 
safe space for pre-school and 
elementary-aged children

We also welcome anyone 
who would like to offer ser-
vice to the church by doing 
cleanup during the 6:00-
7:00 pm hour. 

Managing our Finances 

God’s Way

Did you know there are over 
2,350 verses in the Bible 
about money? Did you 
know that nearly half of 

Jesus’ parables are about 
possessions?

The Bible is packed with wise 
counsel about your financial 
life. In fact, Jesus had more to 
say about money than about 
heaven and hell combined.

Co-developed 
by Crown Finan-
cial Ministries 
and Purpose-
Driven Minis-
tries, this seven-
week, video-
based, small 
group study pro-
vides an oppor-
tunity for studying biblical 
financial management in a 
mall group setting.

Each DVD includes seven 20-
minute video lessons on the 
subject of biblical financial 
management. The following 
lesson topics are included:

� “The Big Picture” by Rick 
Warren

� “Dedicate It All to God” by 
Chip Ingram

� “Plan Your Spending” by 
Ron Blue

� “Giving as an Act of Wor-
ship” by Chip Ingram

� “Saving and Investing” by 
Ron Blue

� “God’s Solution to Debt” by 
Howard Dayton

� “Enjoy What God Has 
Given You” by Chuck 
Bentley

One study guide workbook 
is recommended for each 
participant if used in a small 
group.

Fearless

They’re talk-
ing layoffs at 
work, slow-
downs in the 
economy, 
flare-ups in 
the Middle 
East, turn-
overs at 

headquarters, downturns in 
the housing market, up-
swings in global warming, 
breakouts of Al Qaeda cells. 
Some demented dictator is 
collecting nuclear warheads 
like others collect fine wines. 
A strain of Asian flu is 
boarding flights out of 
China. The plague of our 
day, terrorism, begins with 
the word terror. News pro-
grams disgorge enough 
hand-wringing information 
to warrant an advisory. 

“The average child today . . . 
has the same level of anxiety 
as the average psychiatric 
patient in the 1950s.” Fear, it 
seems, has taken a hundred-
year lease on the building 
next door and set up shop. 
Oversized and rude, 

unwilling to share the heart 
with happiness. Happiness 
complies. Do you ever see 
the two together? Can one be 
happy and afraid at the same 
time? Clear thinking and 
afraid? Confident and 
afraid? Merciful and afraid? 
No. Fear is the big bully in 
the high school hallway: 
brash, loud, and unproduc-
tive. For all the noise fear 
makes and room it takes, 
fear does little good.

Finding freedom from your 
fears is easier than you 
think. Let Max Lucado help 
you or your small group 
explore and find a spiritual 
solution to the growing min-
efield of fear. What if faith, 
not fear, was your default 
reaction to threats? In these 
six DVD sessions, Fearless 
addresses some of your big-
gest fears and shows you 
how the solution may be eas-
ier than you think.

Topics include the following:

� “Why Are We Afraid?”

� “Fear of Not Mattering”

� “Fear of Disappointing 
God”

� “Fear of Life's Final 
Moments”

� “Fear of Global Calamity”

� “Fear of God Getting Out 
of My Box”

.

New MEGA Wednesday term begins October 10 with two new classes
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By Manny Russo, 

Scoutmaster

September was a typical 
summer month for the 
troop—full of mosquitoes, 
heat, chiggers, and sun burn! 
The fishing campout was a 
lot of fun, but it was HOT! 
The scouts caught a lot of 
fish and enjoyed swimming 
in the lake. 

October will be more fun as 
it will be cooler, and the 
troop will be involved in a 
shooting sports Camporee. 
The boys will fire black pow-
der rifles, shoot skeet, fire 22 
rifles, shoot BB guns, shoot 
bow/arrows, use slingshots, 
fire paint ball guns, and 
throw tomahawks. This 
should prove to be a lot of 
fun. 

The month ended with a 
Court of Honor, which is a 
ceremony carried out twice a 
year. The Court of Honor 
recognized all scouts who 
earned merit badges, 
advanced in rank, and 
served in a position of 
responsibility. Scouts who 
will serve in a position the 
next six months were also 
sworn in. There were 170 in 
attendance. The Court of 
Honor is special because the 
recognition is carried out in 
front of parents, adult lead-
ers, and fellow scouts. 

Dakotah and Colton had 
their Eagle Court of Honor, 
which is a ceremony to rec-
ognize a scout that reached 
the rank of Eagle. These two 
scouts carried out an Eagle 

project at the Environmental 
Studies Center. They built 
housing for birds of prey, feed-
ing shelters for birds, and 
perches. They have achieved a 
rank that only three scouts out 
of a hundred reach.

During the past six months, 

the troop has provided 576 
hours of service to the com-
munity. Scouts have volun-
teered to help at the Food 
Bank, help their church, 
provide food for the home-
less, carry out projects for 
various schools, and much 
more. The scouting program 

is a program of “helping 
others.”

Thank you to Providence 
Presbyterian Church for 
being our Chartering Orga-
nization and for providing a 
place for us to meet. 
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August 19 Stated 
Session Meeting

� Approved a motion to 
approve the minutes of 
the July 8 Stated Session 
and August 7 Electronic 
Session Meetings 

� Discussed the Hillsdale 
Presbyterian Church/
Sonlight Café ministry.

� Were informed that the 
new MEGA Wednesdays 
offering is looking very 
exciting; kickoff is sched-
uled for August 22.

� Were informed by Pastor 
Mark that the new Fall 
Food and Craft Market 
will be held at Providence 
on August 30, September 
27, October 25, and 
December 6.

� Were informed that we 
have received the tower 
lease money and dis-
cussed how much to apply 
to the mortgage principal. 

� Thanked Stewardship 
Elder Al Drinovsky for his 
hard work over the past 
two years to secure the 
tower lease.

� Received the Treasurer’s 
report.

� Reviewed the church 
calendar.

� Were informed that the 
Stewardship Team is 
working on the fall Stew-
ardship campaign.

� Were informed that a 
Crown Financial study 
will be offered at MEGA 

Wednesday during Stew-
ardship Season.

� Were informed that Build-
ings & Grounds Elder 
Tom Fletcher has cleaned 
the mold in the sanctuary, 
replaced an outside flood 
light and a number of flu-
orescent bulbs in the 
hallways, and installed a 
new line to the ice maker 
in the refrigerator. He also 
plans to till a number of 
garden plots this week.

� Were informed that the 
Boy Scouts have been tak-
ing great care of the 
church van. 

� Discussed possible uses 
for the shower houses, 
including removing the 
showers and using the 
buildings for storage. 

� Were thanked for their 
cleanup efforts through-
out the church.

� Were informed that we 
will be getting a new con-
ference table, donated by 
Debbie McLendon’s 
employer, Ingalls 
Shipbuilding.

� Were informed that Com-
munications Elder Ken 
Gadomski added a Knit-
Works page to the church 
website, has updated sev-
eral email aliases, and is 
working on brochures for 
a visitors packet.

� Were informed by Disci-
pleship Elder Linda 
Payne that 15 people have 
already signed up for Jeny 
Williams’ Beth Moore 

study and 5 for Pastor 
Mark’s book study at 
MEGA Wednesday.

� Were informed by Disciple-
ship Elder Linda Payne that 
we are having a more regu-
lar group of children 
attending DiscipleTown.

� Were informed by Evangeli-
cal Missions Elder Laura 
Anderson that KnitWorks is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
October 13, that the mem-
bers of Closely Knit will 
staff the event, that the $10 
registration fee will cover 
the speaker and the cost of 
mailing the dolls to ICROSS 
in Canada, that the goal is to 
get 40-50 registrants who 
will make 1-4 dolls each, 
that lunch will be served, 
and that Fellowship Elder 
Debbie McLendon is 
responsible for morning 
snacks.

� Discussed the new Halftime 
program for 39+-year-olds; 
this is a supplemental, not 
an alternative, service.

� Were informed by Fellow-
ship Elder Debbie 
McLendon that the new fel-
lowship bulletin board is up 
in the back hallway and 
ready for people to post pic-
tures of themselves fellow-
shipping in different places. 

� Were reminded that the 
next all-church fellowship 
event is attending 1776 at 
Joe Jefferson Playhouse on 
September 8.

� Were informed that Fellow-
ship Elder Debbie 

McLendon and Curtis 
Andrews are working on 
plans for a softball 
tournament. 

� Were informed by Fellow-
ship Elder Debbie 
McLendon that Supper 
Club is on hold for now.

� Were informed by Nur-
ture Elder Melodie Garner 
that the Care and Prayer 
Team met earlier in the 
month and that a large 
number of people 
attended. 

� Were informed by Nur-
ture Elder Melodie Garner 
that the Sunday pre-
service prayer meeting 
has a good core group.

� Were informed by Nur-
ture Elder Melodie Garner 
that a hospital visitation 
plan is being developed.

� Were updated by Pastor 
Mark and Elder Ken 
Gadomski on the events 
of the Presbytery Meeting 
at Spring Hill Presbyte-
rian on August 17-18.

Session Activities
Ken Gadomski, Clerk of Session

Condolences

To Jeny and Jerry 
Williams

� On the death 
of Jeny’s 
brother, 
Mike 
Morris.
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October 2012
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
6:01 pm

2nd Quarter

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

3
5:15 pm

MEGA 
Wednesday

5:15 pm

Mobility

7:15 pm

Choir

4
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

5
Church office 
closed

6

7
9:30 am

Worship—
Communion

11:00 am

Sunday  School

11:00 am

Session meting

8
Columbus Day  
observed

9
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

10
5:15 pm

MEGA 
Wednesday 
(New classes 
begin)

5:15 pm

Mobility

7:15 pm

Choir

11
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

12
Church office 
closed

13
8:00 am

Men’s Group

8:30 am

KnitWorks

14
9:30 am

Worship

11:00 am

Sunday  School

15 16
6:01 pm

2nd Quarter

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

17
5:15 pm

MEGA 
Wednesday

5:15 pm

Mobility

7:15 pm

Choir

Betty Blakeman
Michelle  Nall

18
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

19
Church office 
closed

20

21
9:30 am

Worship—
Communion

11:00 am

Sunday  School

22
John Massey

23
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

24
5:15 pm

MEGA 
Wednesday

5:15 pm

Mobility

7:15 pm

Choir

25
5:00–7:00 pm

Fall Food and 
Craft Market at 
Prov idence

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

26
4:00–8:00 pm

Youth Yard Sale 
setup

Church office 
closed

27
7:00 am

Youth Yard Sale 
setup

8:00 am-
12:00 noon

Youth Yard Sale 

7:00 pm

Singer/
Songwrite r Night

28
11:00 am

Worship

11:00 am

Sunday  School

29 30
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

31
5:15 pm

MEGA 
Wednesday

5:15 pm

Mobility

7:15 pm

Choir

Halloween

1
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

2
Church office 
closed

Barbara 
Fitzpatrick
Stephen 
Fitzpatrick
Marlene Tay lor

3
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