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Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing;
in everything give thanks; 
for this is God’s will for you in 

Christ Jesus.
—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

As the coolness of fall gives 
way to the season of Advent, 
we find ourselves as Chris-
tians in the midst of the cele-
bration of Thanksgiving. 
While Thanksgiving 
remains a national and in 
many ways a cultural holi-
day, there is much to this 
day of feasting and fellow-
ship that connects us to our 
Reformed theology. 

Culturally and historically, 
Thanksgiving has meant dif-
ferent things to different 
people. As individual fami-
lies, we have our own tradi-
tions and ways of celebrat-
ing this holiday of grand 
proportions. For many, 
Thanksgiving has come to 
be associated with eating 
more than we should and 
then lamenting our glutton-
ous ways as we fall asleep 
watching a football game. 
We replace the celebration 
of God’s provision with a 

A time to give thanks around the table

 

(See “A time” on 
page 2)

together as a church family 
to rejoice and give thanks for 
the blessings in our lives. 

We will do this on the Sun-
day before Thanksgiving, 
November 18, at 6:00 pm. 
Instead of a sit-down wor-
ship service like we have 
done in the past, we will be 
gathering together for a 
churchwide Thanksgiving 
potluck dinner. The church 
will provide 

spectacle of over-indul-
gence, extravagance, and 
abundance. 

While I do not encourage 
wasteful or luxurious con-
sumption, I want to suggest 
that there is something sig-
nificant about this aspect of 
our holiday tradition. To sit 
before a table full of all of 
our favorite foods and to 
have no fear of running out 
of anything is a beautiful 
image. 

The Kingdom of God is lik-
ened to such a banquet, 
where our Lord provides 
everything in complete 
abundance. To partake 
of this type of ban-
quet with thank-
fulness and grati-
tude is to 
honor a 

God that thoughtfully and lov-
ingly prepares for us every 
good and perfect thing. When 
we acknowledge God as the 
giver of all good things, we 
remind ourselves that every-
thing is a gift and should be 
received with reverence.

As a community of faith, our 
past celebrations of thanks-
giving have included times of 
reflection and sharing of the 
ways in which we have been 
blessed by God. This year, we 
will continue in that meaning-
ful tradition by coming 
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(“A time,” from page 1)

the turkeys as the main dish 
and ask that you would 
bring your favorite sides or 
desserts. We will have a 
sign-up sheet in the weeks 
prior to the event. We will 
eat and pray together, share 
with each other the things 
for which we are thankful, 
and even sing a few songs 
around the table.

In addition to all of the tan-
gible gifts we have received 
from God, we take time fol-
lowing the meal to celebrate 
the Eucharist. Also known 
as the Lord’s Supper or 
Communion, the celebration 
of Eucharist is first and fore-
most a time of giving thanks. 

The word “Eucharist” comes 
from the Greek words “eu,” 
meaning good, and the verb 
“charisteo,” meaning to give 
abundantly. These words 
and concepts are often trans-
lated as “giving thanks” and 
has many layers. In reciting 
the words of institution, 
Paul reminds us in 1 Corin-
thians 11:24 that before dis-
tributing the bread and 
wine, Christ gave thanks to 
God. This recognition of the 
providence of God is exhib-
ited in many ways through-
out Jesus’ life. 

For Christians, the table 
serves as a visible reminder 
of God’s abundant grace and 
provision. Christ’s selfless 
giving of His body and blood 
on our behalf is the greatest 
gift we can receive, so our 
celebration of the Eucharist 
is a way of showing our 
thanks for the grace we have 
been offered. As we come 
together around the table of 
our Lord, we are reminded 
that though we celebrate it 
locally, we also celebrate 
with our brothers and sisters 
in Christ around the world. 

in us a hunger and thirst 
for the taste of God’s 
goodness. But the supper 
sends us away to be the 
body of Christ to our 
neighbor, to be for our 
neighbor what we have 
received in the supper.

This year, join us as we 
gather together for a mean-
ingful time of fellowship, 
thanksgiving, and reflection 
on the past year. We serve a 
God who has abundantly 
blessed us with a rich diver-
sity of gifts. I hope that this 
meal will become a new tra-
dition that allows you to 
give thanks with your 
church family on a holiday 
usually reserved for our bio-
logical families.

In all things give thanks,

I heard a pastor once talk 
about his interaction with a 
pastor from another country. 
The American pastor, in an 
effort to show solidarity, men-
tioned how their church had 
just celebrated World Com-
munion Sunday. The other 
pastor had a strange look on 
his face at this comment and 
replied, “Doesn’t every cele-
bration of communion include 
recognition of the rest of the 
world?” 

As we come together around 
the Lord’s table, we rightly 
offer thanks for the blessings 
in our midst, and we also offer 
prayers for those around the 
world. The liturgical theolo-
gian Gordon Lathrop writes in 
Central Things:

The words of Scripture and 
preaching lead us to speak-
ing words in prayer on 
behalf of our neighbor and 
the world. They also awaken 

Did you know . . .
� . . . that there are many ways and times you can 

help with this year’s special Advent experience, 
Hometown Nazareth?
See the article on page 3

� . . . that you can help O’Rourke Elementary, our 
Partner in Education, get through cold and flu 
season this year by donating hand sanitizer?
See the article on page 4

� . . . that Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes 
are due Sunday, November 11?
See the article on page 4

� . . . that the dolls knitted by members of Closely 
Crafted have not one but two purposes?
See the articles on pages 6–9

� . . . that you can help Boy Scout Troop 292 with 
a special nationwide project this month?
See the article on page 10

� . . . that you have two great sources for Christ-
mas gifts from Providence Farms and a number 
of other vendors during December?
See the posters on page 18
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Ladies and Gentleman, pro-
ceed quickly to Gate 7th 
Heaven for a trip through 
time and space to the home-
land of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Experience in a 
new way the quiet birth that 
rocked the world, and visit 
the home of the little boy 
who would become its king.

We will have a special inter-
active experience called 
“Hometown Nazareth” the 
first three weeks of Decem-
ber. This activity comes from 
Group, the company from 
which we have gotten our 
VBS programs for several 
years now. We will actually 
participate in life as the Holy 
Family would have lived it. 

This program will fill the 
place of MEGA those three 
weeks, but we encourage 
everyone to draw near to the 
manger together for a very 

special time 

of fellowship and inspiration, 
whether or not you have been 
part of MEGA before. 

There will be four sessions: 

� Wednesday, December 5, 
5:15-7:00 pm (includes 
supper together)

� Wednesday, December 12, 
5:15-7:00 pm (includes sup-
per together)

� Saturday night, December 
15, as part of the Providence 
Christmas Extravaganza

� Wednesday, December 19, 
5:15-7:00 pm (includes sup-
per together)

You may take part in any ses-
sion(s) that you can—you need 
not be able to come to all in 
order to participate. We will be 
encouraging visitors as well as 
members to join in the Satur-
day night session.

We will move through the dif-
ferent activities each week in a 
mixed-age group or “tribe.” In 
each session, each tribe will 

� Visit Mary’s House to 
gain insight into her 
experience

� Visit a craft shop in the 
Marketplace to work on a 
project (a different project 
each session, some suit-
able for gift giving)

� Learn about and sample 
food from the Jewish cul-
ture of the time. The tribes 
will take turns, rotating 
through each phase. 

Each session will end 
with the tribes gath-
ering together 
to celebrate 
with carols.

The church will be trans-
formed into Nazareth, and 
all helpers will be costumed. 
We will also have costume 
pieces for anyone to wear 
who wants to fully partici-
pate in the experience. 

Setup will be both Friday 
night, November 30, and as 
part of our “Hanging of the 
Greens” on Saturday 
December 1, and anyone 
willing to help is enthusiasti-
cally encouraged to come 
out.

Take an Advent journey to the Holy Land

(See “Advent” on 
page 4)
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Cold and flu 
season has 
arrived again. 

Let’s help 
O’Rourke 

Elementary School, our 
Partner in Education, this 
month by donating hand 
sanitizer. 

Please drop off your 
donation in the collection 
bucket in the Narthex.

Hand sanitizer for 
O’Rourke 
Elementary School

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Laura Anderson, Elder

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Laura Anderson, Elder

(“Backpack,” from page 6)

5—4—3—2—1! The count-
down to Operation Christ-
mas Child has begun. 

Bring your shoe boxes filled 
with things like toys, books, 
personal care items, and 
hard candy, to the Narthex 
no later than Sunday, 
November 11, so they can be 
taken to a local distribution 
center. 

For more information on 
how to pack a shoe box, 
ideas about what to put in 
them, and tags to attach to 
the filled shoe boxes, refer to 
the next page of this news-
letter.

Frequently asked 
questions

Excerpted from www.samaritans
purse.org/index.php/OCC/FAQ

Q Do I have to use a shoe box?

A No, you may also use a 
similarly sized plastic stor-
age container with a 
removable lid or other sim-
ilarly sized box.

Q Can I wrap my shoe box?

A Yes, but remember to wrap 
the lid separately.

Q What does the $7 requested 
donation cover?

A A donation of $7 or more 
helps cover project 
expenses like shipping the 

Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes are due Sunday, November 11

Please come and join us for 
this one-of-a-kind Advent 
experience. It will be a great 
trip! 

P.S BYOD (Bring Your Own 
Donkey)

Items needed 
Note: Please make sure your 
name is attached somewhere 
to any item you lend us.

� 4 canopies or tents to rep-
resent homes and shops

� Old carpets, blankets, etc., 
for the floors of the tents 
where visitors to these 
sites will sit

� Plants, pillows, jugs, 
etc.—Period and place 
decorations to help bring 
our rooms to life

� A few earthenware or old 
looking platters or plates

Personnel needed
� One or more girls/

women to play Mary and 
tell the story for that ses-
sion. If you’d like to do 

more than one session, that 
would be wonderful!

� One or more girls/women 
to play Eunice, Mary’s 
neighbor. This is a humor-
ous part, small enough that 
one person could easily play 
the character in all four 
stories.

� Men to play the Rabbi, who 
will talk/lead discussion 
5-10 minutes on a different 
cultural element for each 
session--history, religion, 
geography, family life, etc. 
Once we decide on your 
topic(s), you may do your 

own research, or I'll pro-
vide information.

� One shopkeeper for each 
session to lead that day’s 
craft, including one per-
son comfortable with 
helping participants drill 
and assemble wood 
pieces.

� Helpers willing to aid 
with crafts or assist in 
Dorinda’s kitchen as 
many sessions as 
available.

� Decorators to help during 
Friday night and Saturday 
setup.

(“Advent, from page 3)

boxes. If you donate 
more than one shoe box, 
you may write one check 
for them all and place it 
in any one of your boxes.

Q What is Operation Christ-
mas Child’s mission?

A The mission of Operation 
Christmas Child is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
in a tangible way to 
needy children around 
the world and to share 
the Good News of Jesus 
Christ.
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Knitworks
By Sharon Crenshaw

On Saturday, October 13, 
Closely Crafted held its very 
first “knit-a-thon.” The pur-
pose was to knit or crochet 
as many “comfort dolls” as 
we could. 

The dolls are used as pack-
ing materials for HIV drugs 
and supplies that are des-
tined for Africa. They actu-
ally serve two purposes: the 
first is to keep the medical 
supplies safe from breakage, 
and the second is to be given 
to the children who have 
AIDS or are HIV positive. 

In some cases, these dolls are 
the only gifts that these chil-
dren will receive, and they 
are most often buried with 
the dolls. I cannot think of a 
more compelling reason to 
join this program. 

We were honored to have 
three wonderful speakers 

come and share their mis-
sionary stories with us. 
Michelle Kurtz was a mis-
sionary in Croatia and also a 
member of the Peacemaking 
Team there. She shared sto-
ries of hardship and also joy. 
She asked that we pray for 
all missionaries and their 
families. 

Our other speakers were 
Barabiraho Etienne and 
Anna Githingi. Some of you 
may have met this wonder-
ful couple at the Food 
& Craft Market at Provi-
dence. Both shared their sto-
ries of coming to America 
and also their faith journeys. 

We will have another “Knit-
Works” project in the Spring 
of 2013. If you cannot knit or 
crotchet, but you can use a 
sewing needle, please plan 
to join us. Your skills are 
needed to stuff and stitch the 
backs of the dolls. 

You will be blessed, I 
PROMISE! All you have to 
do is to imagine the 
tiny, smiling faces of the 
children who will 
receive them.

We would also like 
to thank Barbara 
Fitzpatrick for finding 
and bringing this amaz-
ing work of love to us. 
For more information, 
contact one of the 
Closely Crafted mem-
bers here at Providence. 
(See Barbara’s story on 
page 8.)
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Knitworks
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By Barbara Fitzpatrick

As a former Ohioan, I often 
read the Akron Beacon Journal 
online. Last March I read an 
article there about a group of 
women at St. Timothy’s 
Episcopal Church in Massil-
lon, OH, who knit dolls for 
African orphans. They send 
the finished dolls to British 
Columbia, to a non-profit 
humanitarian group called 
ICROSS Canada—ICROSS 
being the acronym for Inter-
national Community for the 
Relief of Starvation and Suf-
fering. The article explained 
how the dolls are used:

The little dolls were 
designed to be used as 
packing material for 
medical supplies 
shipped to areas of Africa 
where the AIDS virus is 
widespread. The dolls 
are substituted for pea-
nuts or bubble wrap to 
provide cushioning for 
vaccines, medicine, treat-
ments and medical 
supplies and instruments 
donated by pharmacies 
and hospitals to ICROSS 
. . . Canada, which gath-
ers and ships medical 
supplies to the poorest 
parts of the world.

Once the supplies are 
unloaded, the dolls are 
given to children, many 
of whom have been 
orphaned or themselves 
carry HIV/AIDS. The 

dolls are often the only 
toy the children, who live 
in poverty, have ever 
owned. Many of the chil-
dren are buried with the 
dolls.1

I found the dolls project 
immensely compelling. The 
dolls first serve the practical 
purpose of cushioning badly 
needed donated medicines. 
They then bring a little joy 
into the lives of orphaned 
children. I told my Provi-
dence Presbyterian friends 
about the dolls and felt 
called to knit them. We 
found the patterns online, 
we had plenty of yarn, and 
we had the dream of the 
impoverished, suffering 
children in our hearts. 

As I worked at my first 
couple of dolls, I made a dis-
covery. The simple act of 

making the dolls brings 
joy to the knitter or cro-
cheter. I felt “right” about 
this work. I felt that God 
was compelling me to do 

this, that I wanted to do this, 
and that all parts of the 
project fit together in a sim-
ple and worthy plan. 

The knitting itself is fun. I 
consider myself a novice at 
the craft—I can knit simple 
scarves but don’t yet have 
the patience for learning the 
intricacies of stitches beyond 
knitting and purling. How-
ever, the dolls are mainly 
stockinette (knit and purl). 
They can be made in a mat-
ter of hours. Working on 
them never gets boring 
because each is a unique cre-
ation, dreamt up in the mind 
of the knitter as she sorts 
through her cache of yarns.

Knitworks
Compelled to Knit

(See “Compelled” on page 9)
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I’ve been making my dolls 
on number 1 needles. My 
first doll, the smallest one in 
the pictures, followed the 
pattern instructions care-
fully. It turned out much 
smaller than I expected. I 
began adjusting the pattern, 
casting on extra stitches and 
also making the dolls longer. 
I also tried using different 
sized needles. Each knitter 
can alter the pattern as she 
wishes. 

I returned to number 1 nee-
dles, and soon my fingertips 

were sore from pushing the 
points of the needles as I 
stitched. But even the pain 
was good—the soreness 
mixed in with the pleasure 
of creating the dolls helped 
me feel that I was sacrificing 
more than just a little time in 
this work. Work in a good 
cause, work that brings per-
sonal satisfaction as well as 
the happy knowledge that 
one is truly helping others—
I thought, what could be bet-
ter for a novice knitter like 
me? In a project like this, I 
feel I am truly doing God’s 
work.

The Closely Crafted group 
at Providence knit and 
crocheted dolls during 
April and May. In June we 
gathered them together, 
and I drove up to Ohio to 
visit family, taking the 
dolls with me. I delivered 
them in a basket to St. Tim-
othy’s church in Massil-
lon. From there, they were 
mailed to ICROSS Canada 
in British Columbia, to 
begin their overseas jour-
ney of safekeeping medi-
cines and bringing smiles 
to faces of orphaned 
children. 

The need continues for the 
little dolls. And God contin-
ues to call and compel us to 
make them. We hope others 
will join us in this cause.

1Jenkins, Collette M. 
“Massillon church members 
knit dolls for orphans in 
Africa.” Akron Beacon Journal 
Online, 21 March 2012. 
http://www.ohio.com/life-
style/massillon-church-
members-knit-dolls-for-
orphans-in-africa-1.279921.

Knitworks
(“Compelled,” from page 8)

Our first contribution of dolls, June 2012
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By Manny Russo, 
Scoutmaster

What an awesome month of 
October! It started out with 
27 new boy leaders. These 
scouts were elected by their 
fellow scouts or appointed 
by the senior scouts to lead 
the troop for the next six 
months. They will plan pro-
grams, direct the Tuesday 
night meetings, and plan 
activities for campouts. One 
important focus in scouting 
is to help young boys 
become responsible leaders. 

The District that Troop 292 is 
in had a “Shooting Sports 
Camporee” this month. The 
three-day Camporee took 
place at Maubila Scout Res-
ervation in Jackson, AL. The 
boys were able to fire .22 and 
black powder rifles, bow/
arrows, paint ball guns, BB 
guns, and sling shots, shoot 
skeet, and throw toma-
hawks. They had a great 
time. They also learned 
about firearm safety, rules 
and regulations regarding 

firearms, and how to enjoy 
sport shooting. 

November will be exciting 
with a campout at Little River 
state park in Atmore, AL. The 
scouts will canoe, fish, hike, 

work on GPS/Compass 
skills, and much more. 

As you can see, the scouting 
program that you support 
helps young boys learn 
many life skills that will help 

them become a better adult, 
husband, father, and citizen. 

Thanks for your support of 
the troop. 

“Scouting for Food” begins in November. This is a 
nationwide food drive with all the food collected 
given to the Bay Area Food Bank. The troop is 
asking that all members of the church bring in 10 
cans of food during the first and second weeks of 
November, and we will take it to the Food Bank. 

Helping others is one point of the Scout Law. It is 
also what our God has asked us to do, and a 
Scout is reverent and obedient to God.
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Images from the Fall Food & Craft Market—
September 27

Top left: Sharon Crenshaw • Top right: Sewn wares • Bottom left: Mary Jo Wilborn of Henrietta’s Dairy • Bottom right: Jim Pickard 
of FairHope Coffee Co. • Photos by Al Drinovsky
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Top left: Plants • Top right: Pastor Mark Renn with his Blessed [are the] Beekeepers wares • Middle left: Burundian art and goodies• 
Middle right (L-R): Laura Anderson, Sue Drinovsky, Ken Gadomski •Bottom left (L-R): Scott Dunigan, Laura Lyon, and Eli Lyon with 
homemade liquid laundry soap • Bottom right: Art activity for kids
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September 9, 2012, 
Stated Session 
Meeting
� Approved a motion to 

approve the minutes of 
the August 19, 2012, 
Stated Session Meeting.

� Received two thank-you 
notes from The Women 
of St. Timothy’s Episco-
pal Church in Massillon, 
OH, for the African com-
fort dolls handcrafted by 
Closely Crafted and 
donated to ICROSS-
Canada through St. 
Timothy’s. (See page 6.)

� Discussed the need for 
staff evaluations.

� Were informed that Pas-
tor Mark has talked with 
Bob Stauffacher at Hills-
dale Presbyterian 
regarding ending our 
leadership component at 
Hillsdale Farms and the 
Sonlight Café. Our last 
day serving lunch will be 
Tuesday, September 11. 
Everyone at Hillsdale is 
happy with the present 
plan, and they are both 
thankful and grateful to 
Providence for our work 
at Sonlight Café and 
Hillsdale Gardens, for 
the kitchen upgrade, and 
for painting the church 
building. Going forward, 
a group of refugees from 
the Hillsdale area will be 
working the garden. 

� Approved a motion to 
put $600-$700 toward 

replacing the tires on the 
van and to have the 
youth paint the van using 
since they use it. Boy 
Scout Troop 292 has been 
a good steward of the 
van and will help get it 
up to code. They plan to 
fix the windshield in 
order to stop the mois-
ture problem, to fix the 
horn, and to replace and 
clean the upholstery 
(seats, doors, and 
ceiling).

� Approved a motion to 
split the cost of two tables 
at the Semmes 3rd 
Annual Holiday Extrava-
ganza on December 1 
with Pastor Mark in 
order to sell our wares; 
Al Drinovsky seconded; 
approved unanimously.

� Approved a motion to 
umbrella Youth under 
Discipleship for the 
remainder of the year 
(since Youth Elder Lori 
Seman has moved to Vir-
ginia) and that Elder 
Linda Payne serve as 
Youth liaison.

� Agreed that Providence’s 
Christmas Extravaganza 
will be on Saturday, 
December 15; it will focus 
on worship, fellowship, 
and discipleship, and 
will feature the Live 
Nativity and the Christ-
mas Cantata. Setup will 
be on Friday night, 
November 30, and Satur-
day, December 1.

� Were informed that Stew-
ardship Elder Al 
Drinovsky has started 
working on refinancing the 
church’s mortgage.

� Approved a motion that we 
authorize Al Drinovsky to 
research mortgage refi-
nancing options, beginning 
with applying $80,000 to 
the principal, and that he 
present his recommenda-
tion(s) to the Session for a 
final vote.

� Agreed that Stewardship 
Elder Al Drinovsky will 
inform the congregation 
about the completion of the 
tower lease during a 
Minute for Mission on Sun-
day, September 1.

� Reviewed the church 
calendar.

� Were informed by 
Stewardship Elder Al 
Drinovsky that Steward-
ship Minutes for Mission 
are scheduled for October 7 
through November 11 and 
that Stewardship Sunday is 
scheduled for November 
11.

� Were informed that Session 
members should start plan-
ning for the 2013 budget.

� Were informed that Pastor 
Mark will begin a New 
Member Class October 21.

� Were informed that Build-
ing and Grounds Elder 
Tom Fletcher has plowed 
the garden plots, and Pas-
tor Mark has planted them.

� Were informed that the 
Men’s Group has 
weeded and cleaned up 
the flower beds on the 
east side of the church.

� Were informed that 
Stephanie Renn will lead 
a group to update the 
Nursery décor.

� Were informed that 
Communications Elder 
Ken Gadomski has 
updated the church web-
site with HalfTime and 
Fall Food & Craft Market 
pages and that he has 
been updating the 
crawler regularly with 
information about 
upcoming events.

� Were informed by Disci-
pleship Elder Linda 
Payne that 52 attended 
the first night of MEGA, 
with 32 enrolled in the 
two classes. New classes 
begin on October 10.

� Approved a motion that 
we reinstitute our quar-
terly Presbyterian 
offerings: The next two 
are Peacemaking (Octo-
ber 7) and Christmas Joy 
(December 23). The other 
two are One Great Hour 
of Sharing and Pentecost.

� Were informed that 
Evangelical Missions 
Elder Laura Anderson 
has ordered Operation 
Christmas Child materi-
als for the annual shoe 
box collection.

Session Activities
Ken Gadomski, Clerk of Session

(See “Session” on page 16)
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� Noted the contribution of 
a new (to us) conference 
table from Elder Debbie 
McLendon’s employer, 
Ingalls Shipbuilding.

� Were informed by Nur-
ture Elder Melodie 
Garner that the Sunday 
Morning Prayer Group is 
now a small but faithful 
core group. Some mem-
bers moved to the MEGA 
Wednesday Prayer 
Group.

� Were informed by 
Nurture Elder Melodie 
Garner that the Nursery 
Worker rotation is work-
ing well.

� Agreed that the high 
chair should be kept in 
the kitchen, not in the 
Nursery.

� Were informed that Nur-
ture Elder Melodie 
Garner will get together 
with Pastor Mark to dis-
cuss the church rolls.

� Approved a motion that 
Pastor Mark be granted 
6 days of vacation during 
the period September 
17-24.

� Agreed that Elder Melo-
die Garner will finish out 
Elder Lori Seman’s Elder 
of the Month responsibil-
ities for September.

Condolences
To Nedra and Don 
Bloom

� On the death of 
Nedra’s brother, Jim 
Wright, on October 
10.

To Jimmie, Aggie, 
and Myra Roebuck

� On the death of 
Jimmie’s mother, Dot 
Self, on October 18.

� Were informed by Evan-
gelical Missions Elder 
Laura Anderson that we 
will not sponsor a Com-
munity Fall Festival this 
year. We have been inter-
acting with the commu-
nity during the summer 
and fall Markets. In 
addition, we will hold 
the Live Nativity in 
December.

� Were informed by Pastor 
Mark that he was sur-
prised by the larger 
number of vendors who 
took part in the August 
Fall Food & Craft Market, 
especially considering 
that it was held immedi-
ately following 
Hurricane Isaac. Even 
more vendors plan to be 
at the September Market.

� Were informed that 
Evangelical Missions 
Elder Laura Anderson 
that HalfTime plans are 
in progress.

� Were informed that 
Evangelical Missions 
Elder Laura Anderson 
had contacted First Bap-
tist Church of Pascagoula 
to see if they need any 
help after Hurricane 
Isaac, but she has not 
heard back from them.

� Were informed that Pas-
tor Mark plans to see if 
Ransom Café could use 
any assistance.

� Received a suggestion 
that we contact 15 Place 
to see if they could use 
any assistance.

� Were informed that 
approximately 20 
members and friends of 
Providence attended the 
performance of 1776 at 
the Joe Jefferson Play-
house the previous night.

WorshIP
DON BLOOM, Elder

November worship volunteers
Date Liturgist Communion Ushers

November 4 Jerry Williams Intinction Bill Berry
Kathy Taylor Buck Bolton
Leslie Westerberg Mary Mastrangelo

Joan Rommes

November 11 Tom Fletcher Ann Bosarge
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
Buddy Low

November 18 Laura Anderson Jerry Williams Debbie Purvis
Jeny Williams Don Purvis
Laura Anderson Marlene Taylor
Curtis Andrews Les Taylor

November 25 Dorinda Hilbun Tom Fletcher
Al Drinovsky
Debbie McLendon
Myrna Andrews

(“Session,” from page 15)

Operation Christmas Child 
shoe boxes are due 

Sunday, November 11
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November 2012
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

2
Church office 
closed

Barbara 
Fitzpatrick

Stephen 
Fitzpatrick

Marlene Taylor

3

4
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

11:00 am
Sunday School

5
Sharon 
Crenshaw

6
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

7
5:15 pm
MEGA 
Wednesday

5:15 pm
Mobility

7:15 pm
Choir

8
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

9
Church office 
closed

Myra Roebuck

10
Adria Mosley

11
9:30 am
Worship—
Stewardship 
Sunday

11:00 am
Sunday School

11:00 am
Session meting

Shoe boxes due
Linda Crossley

12
Renee Knowles

13
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

14
5:15 pm
MEGA 
Wednesday

5:15 pm
Mobility

7:15 pm
Choir

15
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

16
Church office 
closed

17
8:00 am
Men’s Group

18
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

11:00 am
Sunday School

6:00 pm
Thanksgiving 
service

19
Gene Crossley

20
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

21
Buddy Low

22
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Thanksgiving

23
Church office 
closed

24

25
11:00 am
Worship

11:00 am
Sunday School

26
Jessi Gadomski
Amanda Neal

27
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

28
5:15 pm
MEGA 
Wednesday

5:15 pm
Mobility

7:15 pm
Choir

29
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

30
6:00 pm
Advent setup

Church office 
closed

Josh Mosley

1
9:00 am-3:00 pm
Semmes 3rd 
Annual 
Extravaganza 
(holiday market)

TBD
Hanging of the 
Greens/Advent 
setup

They will celebrate your abundant 
goodness and joyfully sing of your

righteousness.
—Psalm 145:7
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