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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

What do you expect?
Advent is truly a season of
great expectations. God
expects much from those
who claim to be followers of
Christ, and Advent is a perfect time to refine away the
impurities in our lives.
The main question that
Advent asks of us is this: Are
you ready to be transformed? Jesus transformed
the world and the way that
we connect with God
through His arrival on
Christmas morning. At the
incarnation, we experience a
God that is no longer far
from us, but who has
become God-with-us.
With the Christ-child so
near, we must ask ourselves
if our lives and our hearts
have room for Him to dwell.
God expects nothing less
than complete transformation in our lives when we
invite the Savior in. We have
to decide whether we will
allow Christ to transform us,
or whether we will expect
Him to fit nicely within
whatever we have made of
our lives.

This year will mark a special
time of new hope and expectation in the life of our
church. As I mentioned several weeks ago in worship,
on Sunday, December 16, we
will begin a new chapter of
shared ministry with
another great missional
church in our community.
The Grove United Methodist
Church will begin sharing
our church building and
having their weekly worship
service in our sanctuary.
If you weren’t
present for

the sermon
when this idea was
presented, I want to
let you know that
we are not combining churches;

rather, we are offering the use
of our building to another
community of faith to do ministry. (Please see the write-up
on the page 3 to review the
details of this new partnership.)
I would like to ask that in this
season of Advent we would
prepare our hearts and ask
God to fill us with a rich spirit
of hospitality and love as we
welcome this group to our
campus. Be praying that
God will

do amazing
things through
this new partnership as we
learn and grow
together in the

same space. There will be a
lot of opportunities to overlap on fellowship and mission projects, which should
enhance the life of both of
our churches.
We have had an exciting and
faith-inspiring year. Our
church rallied and
responded to a season of
financial struggle, and we
have come to a place where
we are meeting our financial
requirements. We launched
a new Wednesday night
ministry that is filling this
church with the warmth of
true discipleship on
Wednesday nights. Advent
will be filled with special
events and times of worship
(See “What?” on page 2)
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rather the time to seek out new
places to invest yourself in real
ministry.
I hope that you will be open to
how God is leading you in this
Advent season. It is a time
when we are reminded of our
great expectations for God and
also reminded about what He

requires of us. May your
Advent and Christmas season continue to surprise you
as we await the mystery of
the God who comes near.
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By Laura Anderson, Evangelical Missions Elder
Where can you hear beautiful music celebrating the season,
have a delicious meal, be part of an interactive Nazareth
experience, and enjoy a Live Nativity tour?
Providence Presbyterian Church on Saturday, December 15,
beginning at 5:00 pm.

Choir Cantata

5:00-5:30 pm

This month’s contributors:

Dinner

5:30-6:00 pm

 Laura Anderson  Dorinda
Hilbun  Linda Payne  Mark
Renn  Manny Russo  Jerry
Williams 

Onward from Nazareth Rotations
 1st Rotation

6:00-6:15 pm

 2nd Rotation

6:20-6:35 pm

 3rd Rotation

6:40-6:55 pm

Live Nativity Tour

7:00-8:30 pm
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Providence
Presbyterian Church
&
The Grove United
Methodist Church
Shared Worship Space—
The Details
Rental contract
The rental contract is a monthby-month contract for 1 year
(to be reevaluated in October
of 2013) for $1000 per month
($12,000 per year).

Worship times
Both churches will adjust their
worship times by 15 minutes:



Providence Presbyterian
Church—9:15 am
The Grove United
Methodist Church—
10:45 or 11:00 am

Building access
The Grove will have access to
the building for events scheduled two weeks in advance,
according to availability. Providence will provide a key, any
codes needed, and a process
for reserving space.

Media and sound
equipment
The Grove will provide most
of its own media and sound
equipment; this equipment
can be shared by Providence. The Grove will have
access to the projectors and
the sound booth. The Grove
will have a place to store any
equipment that Providence
does not wish to allow to
remain set up in the worship
space.

Signage
The Grove will be able to
post and maintain shared
signage on the street and in
the facility.

Shared ministry
and leadership
meetings
The Grove and Providence
will have quarterly reports
concerning space usage,

needed changes, problems,
and victories. The Grove and
Providence will have shared
ministry and strategy meetings quarterly.

and Providence will be able
to have an even larger
impact on our community
through shared outreach
events and ministries.

Work days

Our churches will intentionally overlap on fellowship
and mission opportunities
so as to improve our relationships and provide
unique new ministry
options for each church.

The Grove will fully participate in Providence’s regularly scheduled work days.

What does The
Grove add to
Providence?
The Grove believes that it
will add energy through its
young and vibrant faith
community. They will provide the opportunity for
shared ministry in areas like
children and youth. The
Grove’s monthly rent will
help offset Providence’s
mortgage.
There will be built-in shared
pastoral support to the Providence family. The Grove

Providence
Presbyterian
Church
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Finally, a partnership
between Providence and
and The Grove will provide
a unique witness of love and
partnership to the community and in so doing will create opportunities for
marketing and publicity.

Time to catch the caravan for our Advent journey to the Holy Land!
Join us, beginning Wednesday night, December 5, for 4
sessions of our Advent Journey, “Onward from Nazareth.”
Three sessions of our program will fill the place of
MEGA for December, but
we encourage everyone to
draw near to the manger
together for a very special
time of fellowship and inspiration, whether or not you
have been part of MEGA
before. We will also have a
session the night of Saturday, December 15, along
with our Choir program and
Live Nativity.
This is a journey for all our
variety of families, including

individuals joining with
their church family.
Each session will be different, with its own story
(Mary’s home), craft (the
marketplace), and cultural
tour (the Rabbi’s synagogue
school, including Dorinda’s
kitchen), concluding with
caroling.
Many of our members are
collaborating in bringing
you this Advent journey.
However, we can still use
more help, so if you’d like to
volunteer for one or more
sessions, please let me know.
If you have any questions,
call or email me
(660-8565; lpayne@
southalabama.edu).

MEGA Wednesday 2013 begins January 9
Following a short break
for Christmas and New
Years, MEGA Wednesday
will resume on January 9
with all your favorite
features—food, fellowship,
and spiritual growth
opportunities.
We will continue to enjoy
dinner together as a church
family from 5:15-6:00 pm.
Then from 6:00-7:00 pm we
will offer classes, a prayer
group, and the chance to

interest as well as we look
together at the Presbyterian
Book of Confessions. (Watch for
more on this class in the January issue of Providence Press).

serve
through dinner cleanup.
Our two class offerings will
come from Pastor Mark
Renn and Dr. Jerry

Williams.
(Please see Jerry’s article on
page 5 on the great class he
will be bringing us on the
source of sin.) Of course, our
pastor’s class will be full of
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Have a happy and blessed
Christmas and New Year,
and then come back ready
to wrangle some lifeenhancing ideas!

Sin comes to MEGA Wednesdays in January
By Jerry Williams

Christians in their struggles
with sin as it has me.

In January, the good Lord
willing, I will have the privilege of leading a MEGA
Wednesday group at Providence Presbyterian Church.

1 Wednesday, January 9
I have developed four oneBiblical Accountability for
hour presentations. The first
the Basic Concept
night, I will present the basic
2 Wednesday, January 16
concept and establish a BibliMy Personal Struggles
cal basis for its importance in
understanding sin. The sec- 3 Wednesday, January 23
ond night I will discuss how
Overcoming the Problem
the concept plays a major
4 Wednesday, January 30
role in my personal struggle
Addressing Major Social
with sin. The third night I
Issues
will discuss overcoming the
problem. The final night I
will show how the concept
plays a huge role in major
social issues in our lives.

For many years, I have read,
listened, prayed, and meditated, trying to understand
the sources of sin within me.
For the last few years, one
concept has become central
to my understanding of
sources of my personal sin.
I have discussed the idea
with a few friends, but I
have never made a formal
presentation of the topic.
January will be my first
attempt to formally communicate the concept.

In brief, this is the schedule:

Each Wednesday at 5:15 pm,
we will gather for food and
fellowship, and the study
will be from 6:00 to 7:00 pm.
I greatly value the input of
friends and fellow Christians. I hope many of you
will be able to attend and
give me valuable feedback
on the topic. Especially since
this is my first formal presentation, I want
feedback on the
good, the bad, the
right, and the
wrong, and how
I can improve
the presentation.
For those who cannot make
it on Wednesday nights, I
will be presenting the same
information during Sunday
school each week in
January, starting
January 6.

My personal faith walk
has been helped by my
understanding of the
topic. If I am correct in
what I believe, the
topic is very important
because it affects everyone all of the time. The central idea affects pastors and
laypeople, high school graduates and PhDs, working
women and men, young and
old, rich and
poor.

I am excited about
the concept and
the potential for
aiding Christians. I
hope many will join me
in considering the topic
and strengthening our
Christian journey.

I deeply believe
that understanding the concept will help other
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(“Backpack,” from page 6)

Evangelical
MISSIONS














Laura Anderson, Elder
Providence food ministry—Remix
By Jerry Williams,
Evangelical Missions Team
The focus of the Providence
Presbyterian food ministry
will be changing in 2013.
The Hillsdale congregation
has taken over responsibility
for the Tuesday lunch at
their church.
Therefore, we are going to
try to serve needy people in
our area by serving lunch
every Tuesday at our own
church.
The lunch will be served in
the Narthex from 11:00 am
to 1:00 pm every Tuesday,
starting February 5.

Calling all cooks for a Cook-a-thon

residents of the Ronald
McDonald House on Springhill Avenue. Our responsibility will be the last
Monday of each month. We
will need to prepare food,
serve, and clean up.

By Dorinda Hilbun,
Evangelical Missions Team

We need your talents to provide meals for the Feeding
Ministry. On Saturday,
January 12, beginning at
9:00 am, all those who can
Most of you are familiar
cook—and all those who want
with the services of Ronald
to learn—can meet at ProviMcDonald House Charities. dence to make meals to be
In our church, the Estes fam- used each Tuesday, starting
ily was very meaningfully
February 5, to feed area folks
served by the group during and also to provide an evening
Jimmy’s treatments.
meal at the Ronald McDonald
House on Monday, January
The Ronald McDonald
28.
House in Mobile has 35
bedrooms, and we may
It would be fine if you would
have as many as 60 people
rather cook at home and bring
to serve. Our first meal will the meals to church that mornbe on Monday, January 28. ing. We will provide some of
the ingredients (such as beans

In addition, we will prepare
a meal once a month for the

and other canned vegetables, pasta, rice, and some
meats) as well as freezer containers for your meals, and
we hope that you can cook
enough for 20 people.
There will be a sign-up sheet
available starting December
30. The following list
includes entrees you may
choose to cook:









Spaghetti and meat
sauce
Chicken and sausage
jambalaya
Beans with meat (any
type of beans, such as
red, pinto, limas, white)
Beef stew
Chicken and rice stew
Meatloaf (2–4)
Turkey or chicken
tetrazzini (made with
noodles)

If you have any questions,
call Dorinda Hilbun
(662-3302).
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By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
The troop had fun at the
November Campout. We
camped at Little River State
Park in Atmore. The boys
fished, took a 3.5 mile night
hike, and swam in the lake.
It was coooold! The lake had
a 100 foot wide by 200 foot
concrete spillway. The boys
slid down it until most did
not have a backside to their
swim suit!
December will be fun with a
Christmas Party on December 18. The scouts will trade
gifts and enjoy a variety of
snacks. Winter Camp will be
December 27-30 in Jackson,
Alabama. Scouts will take
many merit badges, such as
Citizenship in the Community, Disability Awareness,
Computers, Chemistry, Personal Management (money

management), and much
more. Winter camp is fun with
a lot of good eats!
The troop completed the
recharter for 2013. This means
that all scouts and adults
signed up for the 2013 year.
The troop set a record for the
most scouts signed up for the
year at a total of 61! The troop
started off at 11 scouts in 1992
and is now the largest troop in
Mobile. And the best!!!
The troop will start off the new
year with a snow skiing trip to
north Alabama. We have done
this before, and it is a favorite.
We have a great 2013 calendar
planned and will have those
activities in the January newsletter.
Thanks for your support of the
troop.
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Session Activities
Ken Gadomski, Clerk of Session
October 7, 2012,
Stated Session
Meeting















Approved a motion to
accept the minutes of the
September 9, 2012,
Stated Session Meeting.



Were read a thank-you
note from O’Rourke Ele- 
mentary School principal Cheryl Chapman by

Evangelical Missions
Elder Laura Anderson.

Discussed staff evaluations.
Thanked Administrative Team liaison Al
Drinovsky for all of his
work organizing the
staff evaluations.
Were given a report on
the September 27 Fall
Food & Craft Market by
Pastor Mark.
Agreed to sell Providence Farms merchandise at Semmes 3rd
Annual Holiday Extravaganza on December 1,
sharing the rental price
of two tables with Pastor
Mark’s Blessed [are the]
Beekeepers.
The Session agreed to
schedule this year’s
Thanksgiving service on
Sunday night, November 18; it will be a combined potluck dinner
and worship service.
Were informed by Pastor Mark that members
of the New Member

Class will meet with the 
Session at the November
11 Session meeting and
be presented to the congregation at the November 18 worship service.

Were informed by Discipleship Elder Linda Payne
that there were still spaces
available in the next
MEGA Wednesday
sessions.

Accepted two requests

for the use of the sanctuary for music recitals.

Were informed by Evangelical Missions Elder
Laura Anderson that there
were still spaces available
at KnitWorks.

Reviewed the church
calendar.


Reviewed the Treasurer’s Report.
Approved a motion we
apply $80,000 from the
Tower lease funds to the
principal on the church
mortgage and then refinance the mortgage
with BanCorp South for
a period of 20 years and
7 months at 4% interest.



Were informed that Nurture Elder Melodie Garner
will be scheduling another 
Prayer and Care Team
meeting in the near future.

Discussed the church
van.



Were informed by
Building and Grounds
Elder Tom Fletcher that
the garden beds are
being weeded and put in
order.



Discussed replacing the
patio light fixtures.



Discussed the membership rolls.



Were informed that the
Men’s Group is trimming the trees around
the church.



Approved a motion to
mail a letter, drafted by
Pastor Mark Renn
and edited by Elders
Melodie Garner and
Ken Gadomski, to inactive
members.



Complimented Elder
Laura Anderson and
Sharon Crenshaw on
the curtains they put
up in the doorway to
the two utility areas in
the sanctuary.





Were informed by Fellowship Elder that turnout for
the group outing to 1776 at
the Joe Jefferson Play
house on, September 8,
was good and the play
was “awesome.”





meeting for the near
future to review procedures and discuss
Advent.

Were informed by Nurture Elder Melodie Garner
that members have been
taking advantage of the
two Prayer Groups
offered—one on Sunday
and on MEGA
Wednesday.

Were informed that Worship Elder Don Bloom will
schedule a Worship Team
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Were informed by Stewardship Elder Al
Drinovsky that Minutes
for Mission have been
scheduled throughout
Stewardship Season,
beginning on October 2
and that Stewardship
Sunday is scheduled for
November 11.
Were reminded to turn
in their elder-area wish
lists, so Stewardship
Elder Al Drinovsky can
start drafting the 2013
budget.
Received a suggestion
that a copy of all music
licenses be put on file in
the Church Office.
Requested Elders Laura
Anderson and Linda
Payne to be on the Elder
Nominating Committee
for the Session Class of
2016.

November 4, 2012,
Congregational
Meeting


Were informed by Elder
Laura Anderson, Elder
Nominating Committee
Chair, that the purpose
of the committee was to
nominate members for
the Providence Session
Class of 2016 and that
she and Elder Linda

(See “Session” on page 10)

Tree trimming
During October and
November, the men of the
church trimmed the trees
on the front lawn to improve
the visibility of the church
and to let more light into the
sanctuary.

Condolences
To Myrna and Curtis
Andrews and family
 On the death of
Myrna’s uncle,
Melvin Powe, on
November 16.

(L-R) Curtis Andrews, Donnie
Garner, Buddy Low; also
assisting were Ken Gadomski
and Jerry Williams • Photo by
Jerry Williams

(“Session,” from page 9)
Payne were the Session
representatives on the
Committee.


Were also informed that
members Jerry Esneul,
Laura Fletcher, and
Buddy Low have agreed
to represent the congregation on the committee.



Were asked if there were
any additional nominations from the floor.



Approved a motion that
nominations be closed.



Approved a motion that
the Elder Nominating
Committee slate of
Laura Anderson, Jerry
Esneul, Laura Fletcher,
Buddy Low, and Linda
Payne be approved.

W

orshIP
DON BLOOM, Elder

December worship volunteers
Date
December 2

Liturgist
Nedra Bloom

Communion

December 9

Pam Fredelake

Ann Bosarge
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
Buddy Low

December 16

Don Bloom

Debbie Purvis
Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor

December 23

Jerry Williams

Tom Fletcher
Al Drinovsky
Debbie McLendon
Myrna Andrews

December 30

Bethany
Andrews

Healing & Wholeness
Mary Mastrangelo
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Ushers
Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Mary Mastrangelo
Joan Rommes

Sharon Smith
Marlene Taylor
TBD
TBD

December 2012
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

“She will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he
will save his people from their
sins.” —Matthew 1:21-23
2

3

4

9:30 am
Worship

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter

11:00 am
Sunday School

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

5
5:15 pm
MEGA
Wednesday—
Onward from
Nazareth

9

10
Mark Renn

11
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

11:30 am
Session meeting

7
Church office
closed
Jud Lambard

12

13
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

14
Church office
closed

16

17

9:15 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

18
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

19
5:15 pm
MEGA
Wednesday—
Onward from
Nazareth

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

11:00 am
The Grove

20
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

15
5:00 pm
Christmas
Extravaganza
(See the detailed
schedule on
page 2)

7:00 pm
Choir

Jerry Williams

8
Mattie Dean

Bill Berry

5:15 pm
MEGA
Wednesday—
Onward from
Nazareth

11:00 am
Sunday School

9:00 am
Hanging of the
Greens/Advent
setup

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

9:30 am
Worship

6
5:00-7:00 pm
Fall Food & Craft
Market

1
9:00 am-3:00 pm
Semmes 3rd
Annual
Extravaganza
(holiday market)

21

22

28

29

4

5

Church office
closed

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

23
9:15 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

24
6:00 pm
Christmas Eve
service
Christmas Eve

25
Christmas

26
7:00 pm
Choir

Church Office
closed

27
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

Church office
closed

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

11:00 am
The Grove

30
9:15 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Grove

31

1

New Year’s Eve

New Year’s Day

Dot Harcey

Church Office
closed

2
5:15 pm
MEGA
Wednesday
7:00 pm
Choir
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3
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Church office
closed
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