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Our church has done some-
thing amazing. We have 
proven that average church 
members are more inter-
ested in making a commit-
ment to something difficult 
and worth doing than just 
another easy spoonful of 
Christian Education as we 
have come to know it. 

This fall over 25 people ful-
filled their commitment to 

read the entire Bible in only 
90 days. In the process, a 
new appreciation for God's 
Word has welled up in our 
midst. As Reformed Chris-
tians, we are supposed to 
take very seriously the con-
cept of “Centrality of the 
Word.” In fact, if you look 
closely at the order for wor-
ship in the Sunday bulletin, 
you’ll notice how each sec-
tion of the liturgy is an 
action concerning the Word 
of God. In worship, we 

gather around the Word, 
hear the Word read and pro-
claimed, respond to the 
Word through our giving of 
tithes and the celebration of 
the sacraments and, ulti-
mately, are called to bear 
forth the Word in our lives 
following the benediction. 

To say that we are called to 
be a people of the Word is an 
understatement. The Word 
of God is to be the heart of 
our congregation and the 

source of power and insight in 
each of our individual lives.

As we concluded our Bible in 
90 Days series, I noted a sense 
of disappointment among 
many of the participants. For 
any of us who have had mixed 
feelings of joy and lament 
upon turning the last page of a 
great book, we can understand 
their state of mind. When we 
read that last farewell from the 
Apostle John in his conclusion 

The Word in the center

 

(See “Word” on page 2)

christmas 
Extravaganza
By Laura Anderson, Evangelical Missions Elder

Where can you hear a cantata celebrating the 
season, see a puppet show, participate in a Live 
Nativity, and have a delicious meal? Providence 
Presbyterian Church on Saturday, December 17, 
beginning at 5:30 with the cantata Behold 
Emmanuel, Love is With Us!
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As I shared the thoughts that 
God had put on my heart, 
there was an enhanced 
understanding in the con-
gregation for those who had 
also wrestled with the same 
passages that week. In 
choosing the passages on 
which I preach, I typically 
use the Revised Common 
Lectionary, which is an ecu-
menical method for arrang-
ing the content of the Bible 
into readings that cover a 
three-year period. This 
resource is available online 
in digital form at gamc.
pcusa.org/devotion/
revised-common-lectionary. 
If you would like a guide for 
continued Bible study, I 
would suggest that you 
begin reading the daily read-
ings on that website. In addi-
tion to having a solid guide 
for working through the 
Bible in a thematic way, you 
will also be reading texts 
connected to the liturgical 
seasons and the sermons I 
preach on Sunday morning. 

If you are feeling a void in 
life after being told what and 
how much of the Bible to 
read each day, this might be 
a nice transition for you. 
Either way, I hope that our 
journey through the Bible 
has opened your eyes to the 

to the book of Revelation, we 
rightly say, “I wish there 
was more.” We anticipate 
the first coming of Christ in 
Advent, and we look for-
ward to His second coming 
in our lives, but when we’ve 
read the whole Bible, there is 
a temptation to be disap-
pointed because there’s 
nothing else new to read. 
Right? Wrong.

Scripture tells us that the 
Word of God is living and 
active, that it never goes out 
and comes back empty. 
God’s Word is ever steady, 
yet always changing. Many 
of us have had the unique 
experience of reading a text 
and having it speak to us. 
Maybe the same passage has 
spoken to us in different 
ways at various periods in 
our lives. The fact that we 
personify God’s Word (it 
speaks to us; it knew just what 
I needed to hear) is a sign 
that we believe in its myste-
rious and life-giving power. 
The Word of God always has 
the ability to surprise and 
astound us, especially once 
we’ve already read it 
through in its entirety. 

To those who have com-
pleted their journey through 
the Bible, I hope you will not 
hesitate to find a place to dig 
in even deeper. The themes 
and truths that you discov-
ered over the last 90 days 
will only enrich your future 
time in God's Word. Jerry 
Williams made the comment 
that the weekly sermons 
were more engaging 
because he had been living 
with those texts during the 
week prior. Walking 
together through the texts 
that I preached on each Sun-
day over the last 14 weeks 
made our sermon time even 
more of a community event. 

(“Word,” from page 1)

beauty, diversity, and mystery 
of God’s Word, and that rather 
than being satisfied at the end 
of the journey, your hunger for 
God’s truth has merely been 
revealed.

Centered on the Word,

“The world of the Bible, too, is a great world. I have 
wandered through it all, but I have never made it all 
my own. But some friendly hills and valleys in it are 
mine by right of experience. Some chapters have 
made me homesick; some have braced me like a bugle 
call; and some always enlarge me within by a sense 
of unutterable fellowship with a great quiet Power 
that pervades all things and fills me. Such passages 
make up for each of us [our] Bible with the Bible, and 
the extent and variety of these claims [we have] 
staked out in it measure how much of the great Book 
has really entered into the substance of [our] life.” 
—Walter Rauschenbusch, Dare We Be Christians? 
(1914)
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will be available at the start 
of the walk. 

Although live characters 
will be present only on 
December 17, the scenes 
provide great memory 
cues for the Christmas 
story. We pray that child-
ren (and adults) are able 
to enrich their understand-
ing and deepen their appre-
ciation of the birth of our 
Savior by taking the walk.

By Jerry Williams

Since mid-November, we 
have been developing a 
Nativity Walk on the front 
lawn of the church. Every-
one is encouraged to visit 
the Nativity Walk sometime 
during the Christmas season 
and also to participate in the 
live Nativity on Saturday, 
December 17.

Last year the scene was 
expanded to include the 

wise men and flocks for the 
shepherds. This year Herod’s 
throne; a host of angels; and 
depictions of Rome, Nazareth, 
and the Inn at Bethlehem have 
been added. Each year we 
hope to improve the quality 
and extent of the walk, making 
it an important feature of 
our Christmas season and a 
powerful witness to our 
community.

A script taken from scripture, 
describing the various scenes, 

Live
Live Nativity

And behold, 
you will 

conceive in 
your womb and 
bear a son, and 
you shall call 

his name Jesus. 
—Luke 1:31

Candy Cane 
Christmas
! What: Donate what you 

can shopping day

! When: Saturday, 
December 10, 9:00 am–
12:00 noon

! Where: Ransom Café

Ransom Cafe’s Candy Cane 
Christmas features a conti-
nental breakfast and a 
Christmas shopping event, 
where you can shop and 
donate what you can at the 
same time.

In the Christmas Store there 
will be toys, clothes, and 
other items. Each person will 

be given a number (first-come, 
first-served) and also a set 
point total. When his/her 
number is called, he/she will 
have a set amount of time to 
shop. Each item will have a 
point total assigned to it, and 
shoppers can spend their 
points on anything 
they want. 

This is not 
meant to sup-
ply all needs for 
Christmas, just sup-
plement them. 
There will be 
a donation 
box to 
donate 
what shop-
pers can.

They also need Volunteers 
to help with set up on Satur-
day 12/10 to help with check 
in, serving food, and with 
the toy distribution.

For more information, 
email 

info@ransomcafe.com. If 
you would like to donate 
to this cause, email 
donate@ransomcafe.com.

Fab 500
The management of Ransom 
Cafe believes that God has a 
larger vision for the estab-
lishment and that God will 
send them 500 partners who 
can make this vision come 
true by donating $10-$20 per 
month for the next year. 

Perhaps you are one of those 
500 partners God has in 
mind for Ransom Cafe. For 
more information, contact 
Matt (751-0044 or info@
ransomcafe.com).

Events Needs
7485 Airport Boulevard •  Mobile, AL  • www.ransomcafe.com
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By Nedra Bloom

Jim McCranie’s wife, 
Martha, loved to play the 
piano. Even though she was 
never a top-notch performer, 
she just loved to play. 

“She was a journeyman, 
enthusiastic and competent,” 
Jim said of his late wife. “She 
played all her life.”

In honor of her love for the 
piano, Jim bought Martha an 
ebony grand piano for their 
wedding anniversary. And she 
enjoyed it tremendously, Jim 
said. But not long afterward, 
she became ill, and a few years 
later, she died.

“The piano just sat there” in 
the couple’s Statesboro, GA, 
home, Jim said. “I kept it 
dusted. I tried to play it, but I 
just had no talent.” 

So the piano had just been sit-
ting idle.

Jim met Martha at church, in his 
adult Sunday school class. And 
years later, he met someone 
else in the same circumstances. 
Barbara Fox, a former member 
of Providence, also a widow, 
had moved to Statesboro to be 
near her daughter. Over the 
ensuing four or five years, the 
two have become close.

So when Barbara recently came 
home to Mobile—partly to see 
her family, partly to introduce 
Jim, partly to show off the ring 
he’d presented her as a token 
of their relationship— it was 
only natural they would attend 
church together at Providence.

“I walked into the church, and 
it was a strange thing,” said 
Jim. “It wasn’t like Charlton 
Heston preaching a sermon, 
but something said ‘this is the 
place for the piano.’”

He asked Laura Fletcher, 
who is Barbara’s niece, 
whether the church could 
use a grand piano, and 
Laura was delighted at the 
prospect. 

She and husband Tom trav-
eled to Statesboro about a 
week later, so she could play 
for Jim, letting him once 
again hear his home filled 
with music. And then they 
began arrangements for 
bringing the piano to 
Mobile.

Big and beautiful as it is, 
however, a grand piano is 
delicate. So Laura teamed 
up with Ken Gadomski to 

Jim McCranie (center) at the piano with daughter Jill (left) and Laura Fletcher (right)

Providence blessed by gift of grand piano

create a piano-moving 
map. The congregation 
responded generously, and 
as each handful of dollars 
came in, we watched the 
piano move (figuratively 
speaking) ever closer to 
Providence. When the piano 
fund was full up, the actual 
piano was moved by actual 
piano movers.

It arrived in early Novem-
ber, and the following Sun-
day, Jim, his daughter Jill, 
several friends, and Barbara 
all came over to Mobile for 
the weekend to see the piano 
dedicated during worship 
and hear it played.

It’s good to know, he told 
the congregation, that the 
piano is now being used to 
make a joyful noise to the 
Lord. 

Photos next page • Top left: Jim 
McCranie with (L-R) Pastor 
Mark Renn, Cheri Kriner, 
CJ Kriner, and Leah Andrews 
in the background • Top right 
(L-R): Barbara Fox, Jim 
McCranie • Middle left (clock-
wise from front: Matthew 
Renn, Laura Fletcher, Jim 
McCranie, Cheri Kriner, 
CJ Kriner • Photos by Laura 
Anderson
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By Laura Anderson

Every year when we put up 
the tree at Providence, I am 
reminded of Christ’s ministry 
when I see the Christmons 
lovingly stitched by Marion 
Noce and Sharon Crenshaw. 
I began to wonder about the 
history of these decorations 
and did an Internet search. 

I learned that in 1957, Frances 
Kipps Spencer created the dec-
orations for Ascension Luthe-
ran Church in Danville, VA. 
She called these decorations 
“Christmons,” which stands 
for “Christ’s monograms.” 
Each decoration “proclaims 
the name, the life, and the sav-
ing acts of Jesus Christ.” 

A traditional Christmon Tree 
is an evergreen tree accented 
with white lights. Christ-
mons displayed on the tree 
remind us that through 
Christ, the light of the world, 
we have can have eternal life. 
(For additional information 
go to www.chrismon.org/
site/chrismon.htm)

Growing up I loved to see the 
Christmas tree decorated with the 
Christmons

Growing up I loved to see the 
Christmas tree decorated with the 
Christmons

For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is 

given: and the 
government shall be 

upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be 
called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace.
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Session Activities
Steve Crenshaw, Clerk of Session

September 11 
Stated Session 
Meeting
! Approved a motion to 

purchase the Cottage Hill 
Presbyterian van for 
$2,000 with an additional 
$1,000 allocated for 
repairs, painting, and 
signage. 

! Followed up on the elec-
tronic calendar template 
being developed for the 
purpose of elder review 
and revision prior to 
Session meetings.

! Reviewed the church 
calendar.

! Were given 2012 budget 
“wish lists” by Steward-
ship Elder Al Drinovsky 
with the request to have 
them completed by the 
next Session meeting.

! Were informed by Youth 
liaison Melodie Garner 
that a combined Youth 
Command Team meeting 
is scheduled to discuss 
the youth program and 
to plan activities. 

! Were informed that Nur-
ture Elder Melodie Gar-
ner has been in contact 
with the Administration 
Team regarding the pos-
sibility of hiring two new 
Nursery workers. 

! Were updated on the 
Church rolls by Nurture 
Elder Melodie Garner.

! Were informed by 
Nurture Elder Melodie 
Garner that she had met 

with the shepherds and 
that the Shepherding 
Program name would be 
changed to the Prayer 
and Care Team.

! Discussed the purpose 
and logistics of the 
Prayer and Care Team.

! Received an update on 
the fundraising activities 
for transportation of the 
donated grand piano 
from Statesboro, GA, to 
Mobile.

! Approved a recommen-
dation by the Adminis-
tration Team to give 
Pastor Mark a 3% raise 
for 2012.

! Were informed of the 
Administration Team’s 
recommendation that 
Chris Ellis assume the 
collateral duties of 
Church Administrative 
Assistant, effective Sep-
tember 12. He will be 
under a standard 90-day 
evaluation and review 
period with reviews at 45 
and 90 days. The results 
of these evaluations will 
determine if he is offered 
this part-time (15 hours/
week) position on a per-
manent basis. 

! Were informed that 
Director of Music 
Ministries David Burtt 
will leave at the end of 
November to join the 
Marines. 

! Were informed that 
Nurture Elder Melodie 
Garner will send her rec-
ommended changes to 

the current Nursery 
Worker job description to 
Clerk of Session Steve 
Crenshaw.

! Received an update from 
Discipleship Elder Linda 
Payne regarding the list 
of individuals required 
to be covered under the 
Child Protection and Sex-
ual Misconduct Policy.

! Received an update by 
Pastor Mark on the Bible 
in 90 Days program.

! Were informed by 
Fellowship Elder Jeny 
Williams that 25-30 peo-
ple attended the potluck 
lunch on September 11.

! Were informed by Fel-
lowship Elder Jeny 
Williams that a game 
night is scheduled for 
October 1.

! Were informed by Build-
ing and Grounds Elder 
Tom Fletcher that all of 
the Narthex ceilings 
treated with Kilz have 
been painted and that the 
Nursery carpet has been 
cleaned.

! Were informed by Build-
ing and Grounds Elder 
Tom Fletcher that he is 
planning to work with 
Jerry Williams to trim the 
hedges.

! Were informed by Build-
ing and Grounds Elder 
Tom Fletcher that he will 
be tilling the Community 
Garden in preparation 
for fall planting.

! Were informed by Evangel-
ical Missions Elder Laura 
Anderson that Operation 
Christmas Child kicks off 
on October 9 and that shoe-
box collection is the week 
of November 14–21.

! Were informed by 
Evangelical Missions Elder 
Laura Anderson that the 
Community Fall Festival is 
scheduled for November 5.

! Discussed outward vs 
inward mission focus. 

! Were informed by Pastor 
Mark that 5 or 6 people 
helped prepare the meals at 
Hillsdale Presbyterian 
church for the Habitat for 
Humanity workers and 
that 2 members worked on 
the Habitat house.

! Were informed by 
Stewardship Elder Al 
Drinovsky that all of the 
signatures have been col-
lected for the cell tower 
transaction and that the 
company must complete 
due diligence before cut-
ting the check (which may 
take up to four months). 

! Discussed the elder Min-
utes for Mission scheduled 
for stewardship season

! Were informed by Elder at 
Large Debbie McLendon 
that she can get a donation 
of eight dry-erase boards 
for the classrooms if a letter 
of request is provided on 
church letterhead.

(See “Session” on page 10)
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By Manny Russo, 
Scoutmaster

November was a great 
month of camping. The 
troop attended the Blue 
Angels Homecoming Air 
Show in Pensacola and 
camped at Big Lagoon State 
Park. All the scouts enjoyed 
the many planes that flew 
and those that were on dis-
play for the scouts to climb 
in and on. 

While the troop was at the 
air show, the Philmont Crew 
traveled to Talladega 
National Forest for a practice 
trek. The Crew departed 
Mobile on Thursday and 

trekked on Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday before return-
ing home. The purpose of 
this trek was to prepare the 
scouts for the Philmont trip 
next summer. 

The scouts learned to sani-
tize ground water for drink-
ing and cooking, use their 
backpacking equipment 
and, most importantly, work 
together as a team. The crew 
of 12 will work closely for 
the 12 days that they are on 
the trail in the mountains of 
New Mexico. 

Scouting for Food was an 
important event for the 
troop. Each scout was asked 

to go to 15 of their neighbors to 
collect food for those in need. 
The “Scouting for Food” ser-
vice project is a National Boy 
Scout Service Project. While 
the project helps many in 
need, the act of serving others 
is of importance. All scouts 
who brought in their bags of 
food were recognized. 

The troop also provided a ser-
vice project for Providence 
Presbyterian Church by clean-
ing up the debris around the 
garbage cans, playground 
area, and beside/behind the 
church. We are appreciative to 
Providence for their support of 
the troop, and giving back to 
them is important. 

December will also be very 
busy. The troop boy leader-
ship will be involved in a 
“leadership” campout. The 
purpose of this campout is to 
help scouts acquire leader-
ship skills, improve commu-
nication, and learn to work 
together as a team. Critical 
skills for leaders! The Troop 
Christmas Party will be 
December 20 at the church. 
Many scouts will also attend 
Winter Camp. 

You can see that the troop 
continues to be involved 
in helping others and in 
putting on a great outdoor 
program. 

Blue Angels Homecoming Air Show
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Talladega National Forest 
camping trip
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repair recommendations 
and a repair budget. He 
has also agreed to per-
form the repairs at a 
reduced rate should the 
Session decide to proceed 
with the recommenda-
tions. Elder Debbie 
McLendon agreed to 
investigate the insurance 
requirements and rates in 
order to assist the Admin-
istration Team in obtain-
ing adequate coverage.

! Discussed personnel 
issues.

! Agreed to include a line 
item in the 2012 budget 
for Nursery supplies.

! Were updated by Pastor 
Mark on the Bible in 90 
Days program.

! Approved a motion to 
schedule vacation for 
Pastor Mark November 
18–26 and December 26–
January 3.

! Reviewed the church 
calendar.

! Were reminded by 
Stewardship Elder Al 
Drinovsky to return the 
budget worksheets as 
soon as possible.

! Were informed by Youth 
liaison Melodie Garner 
that a youth yard sale is 
scheduled in conjunction 
with the Community Fall 
Festival.

! Were informed by Youth 
liaison Melodie Garner 
that the combined Youth 
Command Team met 
recently to discuss/
establish short- and long-
term goals. 

! Were informed that 
Nurture Elder Melodie 
Garner will review the 
current Nursery Worker 
Policies and Procedures 
and make necessary 
recommendations and 

revisions for review by 
the Administration Team 
and the Session.

! Were presented by 
Nurture Elder Melodie 
Garner with a list of 
member statuses for 
review; agreed to table 
the proposed roll 
changes until more con-
tact and feedback from 
the listed members 
occurs. 

! Approved a recommen-
dation from the Worship 
Team to hire Sergio 
Rangel to lead music 
worship for Second 
Quarter. 

! Approved a recommen-
dation from the Worship 
Team to move Sunday 
morning worship on 
Christmas from 9:30 am 
to 11:00 am.

! Were informed by 
Clerk of Session Steve 
Crenshaw that the Music 
Search Committee has 
reconvened due to David 
Burtt’s scheduled resig-
nation to join the Marines 
and that the Committee 
will be seeking both a 
Director of Music Minis-
tries and an accompanist.

! Were informed by 
Discipleship Elder Linda 
Payne that she is compil-
ing a list of individuals 
required to be covered by 
the Child Protection and 
Sexual Misconduct Policy 
and that she will schedule 
a viewing of the video for 
these individuals.

! Were informed by Disci-
pleship Elder Linda 
Payne that she is prepar-
ing a grant application to 
Catapult for children’s 
arts and activities.

! Were informed by Disci-
pleship Elder Linda 
Payne that Confirmation 

classes will begin in Janu-
ary 2012.

! Were informed by Fellow-
ship Elder Jeny Williams 
that a fellowship tailgating 
activity is scheduled for the 
USA football game at 
Ladd-Peoples Stadium on 
October 29. 

! Were informed by Fellow-
ship Elder Jeny Williams 
that a potluck lunch will 
follow the Hanging of the 
Greens on November 27.

! Were informed by Building 
and Grounds Elder Tom 
Fletcher that a Disciple-
town painting program is 
being planned.

! Were informed by Building 
and Grounds Elder Tom 
Fletcher that all of the 
funds required to transport 
the donated grand piano 
from Statesboro, GA, to 
Mobile have been obtained 
and that the transporter is 
being contacted for deliv-
ery in November.

! Were informed by Building 
and Grounds Elder Tom 
Fletcher that he is currently 
researching costs and plans 
to have the Narthex carpet 
cleaned prior to Christmas.

! Were informed by Evangel-
ical Missions Elder Laura 
Anderson that Operation 
Christmas Child kicks off 
on October 9.

! Were informed by Evangel-
ical Missions Elder Laura 
Anderson that plans for the 
Community Fall Festival, 
scheduled for November 5, 
are progressing smoothly.

! Were encouraged by 
Evangelical Missions Elder 
Laura Anderson to solicit 
items for the Silent Auc-
tion, which helps fund 
various ministries at 
Providence. 

October 9 Stated 
Session Meeting
! Approved a motion to 

approve the minutes of 
the September 11 Stated 
Session Meeting.

! Were informed by Boy 
Scout Troop 292 liaison 
Curtis Andrews of the 
troop’s Twentieth Anni-
versary celebration, 
which includes a catered 
dinner, to be held at 
Creekwood Church on 
January 28, 2012.

! Approved a recommen-
dation from Boy Scout 
Troop 292 liaison Curtis 
Andrews to schedule 
Scout Sunday at Provi-
dence on January 29, 
2012.

! Approved a motion to 
support Boy Scout Troop 
292’s Needy Scout Pro-
gram (which helps those 
scouts who cannot afford 
the cost to attend the two 
annual camping events) 
by holding a fundraiser 
at Zaxby’s.

! Suggested that Pastor 
Mark and Director of 
Youth Ministries Chris 
Ellis brainstorm addi-
tional ways to support 
the troop.

! Received a thank you 
card from Laura Fletcher 
for the check sent to her 
recently as a thank you 
for assisting with the 
accompanist’s duties.

! Were informed that the 
title for the van being 
obtained from Cottage 
Hill Presbyterian would 
be available in approxi-
mately two weeks. 
Chris Ellis’ father has 
agreed to perform a 
mechanical inspection of 
the van and to make 

(“Session,” from page 7)

(See “Session” on page 11)
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! Were requested by Evan-
gelical Missions Elder 
Laura Anderson to com-
bine the Outreach and 
Missions budgets for the 
2012 calendar year and to 
include Evangelical Mis-
sions as a single line item 
in the budget.

! Were informed by Evan-
gelical Missions Elder 
Laura Anderson that the 
next Habitat for Human-
ity Build is scheduled for 
November 12.

! Were informed by 
Stewardship Elder Al 
Drinovsky that the cell 
tower documents have 
been executed and are 
currently in review.

! Scheduled stewardship 
season Elder Minutes for 
Mission.

! Were informed by Elder 
at Large Debbie McLen-
don that 19 dry erase 
boards have been 
donated and delivered 
for use in the classrooms. 

(“Session,” from page 10)

WorshIP

Lori Seman, Elder

December worship volunteers
Date Liturgist Communion Ushers

December 4 Laura Anderson Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Mary Mastrangelo
Joan Rommes

December 12 Nedra Bloom Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
Debbie McLendon

December 18 Pam Fredelake Debbie Purvis
Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor

December 24 Intinction
Tom Fletcher
Pam Fredelake

December 25 Don Bloom Betty Blakeman
Al Drinovsky
Michelle Nall
TBA

Team 1
• Mary Mastrangelo
• Dorinda Hilbun
• Marlene Taylor
• Linda Payne

Team 2
• Redeemer Lutheran

Team 3
• Jessi Gadomski
• Sharon Crenshaw
• Laura Anderson

Team 4
• Linda Crossley
• Jeny Williams
• Jerry Williams

Team 5
• Hillsdale
• Pastor Mark Renn

2011 December 12/6 12/13 12/20 12/27

2012 January 1/3 1/10 1/17 1/24 1/31

February 2/7 2/14 2/21 2/28

March 3/6 3/13 3/20 3/27/

April 4/3 4/10 4/17 4/27

May 5/1 5/8 5/15 5/22 5/29

June 6/5 6/12 6/19 6/16

 The following people will be assisting as their schedules allow: Kathy Taylor, Debbie Simmons, Larry Simmons, and Julia Bozant.

Sonlight Cafe rotation
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Community Fall Festival and Youth Yard Sale

Community Fall Festival and 
Youth Yard Sale • November 
5 • Top left: Ooga, the Clown 
(Donnie Garner) and Friends 
• Top right (L-R): Ooga, the 
Clown (Donnie Garner) and 
McGruff, the Crime Dog 
(Brian Kane) • Middle left 
(L-R): Larry Montjoy, 
William Montjoy, Leah 
Andrews • Middle right: 
Yard sale shoppers • Bottom 
left: Melodie Garner and 
guests • Bottom right: Cake 
Walk winner
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Left: Silent 
Auction bidders • 
Right (L-R): 
Adria Mosley, 
Brian Kane • 
Middle left: Cake 
Walkers • Middle 
right: Jumpers • 
Bottom left and 
right: Guests 
enjoying the 
inflatable slide • 
Photos by Laura 
Anderson and 
Melodie Garner
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Nurture
Melodie Garner, ElderMelodie Garner, Elder

Nurture
Nursery news/
changes
Thanks to all who have made 
generous donations of baby 
wipes and Clorox wipes as 
well as to Pam Garner for our 
new CD player!

We are making a few changes 
in our policy for the Nursery. 
If you bring children, please 
do not bring food into the 
Nursery as we are not going to 
allow any food products. Chil-
dren can bring a cup, but 
please fill it only with water. 

We are trying to accommo-
date ALL children, even 
those who may have food 
allergies, and we want to 
ensure a safe environment 
for all. 

Thanks for your coopera-
tion! If you have any ques-
tions, please ask a Nursery 
staff member, Elder 
Melodie Garner, or Pastor 
Mark Renn.

Bible in 90 Days

Sunday, December 4
! Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 

85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 
3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8

Sunday, December 11
! Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; 

Psalm 126:1-6; 1 Thes-
salonians 5:16-24 or 
Luke 1:46b-55; John 
1:6-8, 19-28

Sunday, December 18
! 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; 

Luke 1:47-55 or Psalm 
89:1-4, 19-26; Romans 
16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

The Bible in 90 Days program finished on Monday, November 28 • Front row (L-R): Buddy Low, Mattie Dean, Kathy Taylor, Debbie 
Purvis, Bill Berry, Mary Mastrangelo, Nancy Creekmore, Laura Fletcher, Sharon Crenshaw, Jeny Williams, Dorinda Hilbun, Sue 
Drinovsky, Melodie Garner, Billy Martin, Jo Ann Martin • Back row (L-R): Pastor Mark Renn, Ann Bosarge, Dodi Berry, Ken Gadom-
ski, Jessi Gadomski, Donnie Garner, Don Purvis, Emmett Proudfoot, Jerry Williams, Graham Hayes • Photo by Brian Kane

December lectionary

Christmas Sunday, 
December 25
At Dawn 

! Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 
97:1-12; Titus 3:4-7; 
Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20 

Christmas Day

! Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 
98:1-9; Hebrews 1:1-4 
(5-12); John 1:1-14
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December 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

2
Church office 
closed
Benny Harden

3
9:00 am
Live Nativity 
costume 
creation/
preparation

4
9:30 am
Worship

11:00 am
Sunday School

11:00 am
Worship Team 
meeting

5:30 pm
Mobility @ 
Overlook

5 6
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

Bill Berry

7
5:30 pm
Mobility

6:30 pm
Choir

Jud Lambard

8
5:30 pm
Live Nativity 
Meeting

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Mattie Dean

9
Church office 
closed
Jerry Williams

10
Pastor Mark 
Renn

11
9:30 am
Worship

11:00 am
Sunday School

5:30 pm
Mobility @ 
Overlook

12 13
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Women

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

14
5:30 pm
Mobility

6:30 pm
Choir

15
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

16
Church office 
closed

17
5:30–8:00 pm
Cantata and Live 
Nativity

18
9:30 am
Worship

11:00 am
Sunday School

12:10 pm
Session

5:30 pm
Mobility @ 
Overlook

19
Lizzy Benefield

20
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

21
5:30 pm
Mobility

6:30 pm
Choir

22
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

23
Church office 
closed

24
6:00 pm
Christmas Eve 
Service

Christmas Eve

25
11:00 am
Worship

Christmas

26 27
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Marksmen

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

28
5:30 pm
Mobility

6:30 pm
Choir

Dot Harcey

29
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

30
Church office 
closed

31
New Year’s Eve

“She will bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” 
—Matthew 1:21-23 
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Christmas Extravaganza

Saturday, December 17, 
5:30–8:00 pm

Cantata, puppetry, 
Live Nativity, & food

Saturday, December 17, 
5:30–8:00 pm

Cantata, puppetry, 
Live Nativity, & food

Christmas Extravaganza


