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Let me tell you a story.

It was 1956, and my parents 

had just returned from visit-

ing Red Bird Mission. My 

cousin Virginia was a 

teacher at the mission school 

. . . and when the man who 

was the Agricultural Mis-

sionary was shot . . . the mis-

sion went looking for a new 

person to fill that position.

Virginia knew Mom and Dad 

were restless . . . that God 

was calling them into more 

than what they were already 

doing in their local church 

and community. So she 

invited them to come down 

and visit . . . and pray . . . and 

consider answering the call 

to Red Bird. 

At the time, Mom and Dad 

were pretty successful in 

their farming business. They 

had recently renovated the 

old farm house into some-

thing close to a showcase 

home . . . and life was pretty 

good for them. But when 

God is tapping on your 

shoulder, it’s hard to be sat-

isfied with anything other 

than finding the answer to 

whatever He may be calling 

you to. 

I can remember lying on the 

floor of our living room, 

watching Howdy Doody on 

television, when the letter 

arrived telling them they 

had been hired. When could 

they move? How soon could 

they begin to work with the 

people of the mountains, 

helping them learn better 

ways to handle their live-

stock and gardens, better 

ways to feed their families? 

So they quickly made the 

decision to put their farming 

equipment and most of their 

belongings in an auction. 

The milk cows, the tractors 

and combine . . . everything 

that couldn’t make the move 

to Red Bird was sold. The 

house was leased to a 

cousin . . . the farm land 

leased to another cousin 

. . . and still another cousin 

helped make the move eas-

ier by offering his truck as a 

moving van. 

Now, you need to know that 

Dad raised sugar beets. That 

an important piece of this 

The little preacher’s making moonshine

Pastor’s message

If then there is any 

encouragement in 

Christ, any consolation 

from love, any sharing 

in the Spirit, any 

compassion and 

sympathy, make my 

joy complete: be of the 

same mind, having the 

same love, being in full 

accord and of one 

mind. Do nothing from 

selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility 

regard others as better 

than yourselves. Let 

each of you look not to 

your own interests, but 

to the interests of 

others. Let the same 

mind be in you that 

was in Christ Jesus. 

—Philippians 2:1-5

(See “Moonshine” on page 2)
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story . . . because when the 

farmers took their beets to 

the sugar processing plant, 

the plant would give them 

sacks of refined sugar as a 

thank you for using their 

company . . . and that year 

Dad had received six 100-

pound bags of sugar. The 

other important fact in this 

story is that the cousin who 

offered to help with the 

move grew hybrid seed 

corn. The side of his truck 

had an ear of corn painted 

on it . . . along with the name 

. . . “Montei Seed Corn.”

So the day arrived for our 

family to move, the truck 

was loaded, and my Mom 

and Dad, sister Betty, 

brother Larry, and I got into 

our car . . . and we headed 

out on this great adventure. 

Early the next morning, 

we pulled into Pineville, 

Kentucky, and began to 

wind our way back into the 

mountains to Red Bird 

Mission. That meant climb-

ing mountains on very bad 

roads . . . and the use of 

several trucks, pulling the 

larger one carrying our 

belongings . . . and, finally, 

unloading the big truck and 

making the final descent 

with everything in the back 

of jeeps, pick-up trucks, and 

a wagon. Anyone who 

hadn’t known we were com-

ing by the end of that day 

knew we had arrived . . . and 

knew, down to our last suit-

case, everything we owned. 

Including six 100-pound 

bags of sugar and a big truck 

with the picture of an ear of 

corn painted on it. 

Normally, in any other set-

ting, that sugar and corn 

wouldn’t have meant much 

. . . but to the people of 

southeastern Kentucky, it 

indicated only one thing . . . 

this new little preacher was 

coming to their corner of the 

world to make corn liquor. 

In all the time we lived there, 

not once did we see anyone 

from the state, county, or 

sheriff’s department. No 

revenuers came our way . . . 

and most of the mountain 

folk kept to themselves . . . 

never leaving the area. 

When they did get into Haz-

ard, Harlen, or Pineville, if 

they wanted to purchase 

sugar, they had to sign for it 

. . . because the authorities 

knew sugar was an impor-

tant ingredient in making 

moonshine. 

I think you can imagine the 

mixed message given by the 

end of our first day in the 

mountains. The little 

preacher from out yonder 

had found himself in need 

of doing a whole lot of 

explaining. This was cer-

tainly not the note he and 

Mom wanted to start their 

ministry on.

And it didn’t help that he 

carried a gallon of clear coal 

oil for the lantern at his first 

Sunday night service at the 

Bear Creek school house. 

The news had gotten out . . . 

this little preacher was 

making white lightning . . . 

and even bringing it to 

“services”! 

This story is a great example 

of how we can so easily get 

the wrong message . . . mis-

understand the real intent of 

people around us . . . and 

jump to conclusions when 

we believe we are looking at 

the facts in a situation. Mak-

ing moonshine was the last 

thing my parents had in 

mind . . . and yet their 

actions told the people they 

were coming to work with a 

completely different story. 

Only time would change their 

opinions and move my Dad 

from being a “little preacher” 

to a fully respected “big 

preacher.” Time . . . and a 

whole lot of ministry.

Time and a whole lot of minis-

try were what Paul is doing in 

his missionary journeys and in 

his letters back to those 

churches. My parents moved 

into a culture they knew noth-

ing about . . . and they made 

mistakes. But a commitment to 

their calling didn’t allow them 

to give up and go home. They 

worked at clarifying the mes-

sage beyond the misunder-

standings . . . and so did the 

Apostle Paul as he went out on 

his missionary journeys.

I’ve appreciated working with 

the writing of Paul Dettermen 

from the Fellowship Commu-

nity as he reflects on how easy 

it is for people to move away 

from one another through mis-

understanding and division. 

He writes: 

“You and I, other congrega-

tions, and denominations 

Virginia Ellen Montei Zoller, a 

teacher at the Red Bird Mission, 

who told Pastor Mary’s parents of 

the opening at the mission for a 

new Agricultural Missionary

(See “Moonshine” on page 3)

(“Moonshine,” from page 1)
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Jesus.” The church’s one 

mind is not making up its 

own mind, but having the 

mind of Christ.

Each of us has a story of a 

different culture . . . we 

come from different places, 

and we live separate lives. 

Each of us understands our 

faith . . . lives that faith . . . 

and stretches that faith in 

our own way and in our 

own understanding. 

From Thessalonica 

through Galatia 

and Corinth to 

Rome and beyond, the 

first-century churches 

had to be called to resist the 

real and present danger of 

disunity in faith and life 

between 

believers 

. . . they had to 

resist arguments 

within congregations . . . 

and disagreements among 

churches . . . for the sake of 

sharing the gospel. Within the 

household of God, the Body of 

Christ, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit, relationships 

are permanent; disagreements, 

misunderstandings, and divi-

sions are meant to be over-

come. 

However, 

resisting the 

danger of disunity 

did not mean casual 

acceptance of each and every 

opinion . . . that would be a 

fool’s paradise. Instead, Paul 

calls all of us to unity of the 

Spirit, to live our lives through 

the lens of the life, teaching, 

and example that was Christ 

and to the peace that passes all 

understanding from God 

our Father. 

We are all at different places 

in our spiritual walk, but no 

one is making moonshine . . . 

and no one is free from wres-

tling with deep questions 

about our faith and 

this culture. 

It is sobering to recog-

nize that the call to 

unity within the Chris-

tian communities is a 

prominent New Testa-

ment theme. Paul 

urges, pleads, and 

appeals for unity in 

faith and life. Why? 

For the same rea-

sons we need to be 

of one mind 

today . . . 

so that we 

can bear 

faithful 

witness to 

the truth of the 

gospel in a lost and 

broken world so 

hungry for spiritual 

answers.

We may . . . no, we will 

. . . disagree on any 

number of issues 

important to the 

Church. But the spiri-

tually hungry, those 

living outside the 

love of Jesus, need 

to see us wrestle 

and debate our dif-

ferences . . . and all the 

while care and love and 

support each other in ways 

you’ll find only within the 

people of God. 

And we do that pretty well 

at Providence Presbyterian 

Church! 

are called to grow together 

in the grace of Jesus, in the 

love of God our father, 

and in the communion of 

the Holy Spirit. In Christ, 

we are all called to a 

dynamic faith of shared 

belief, trust, and loyalty. 

“We Believe,” begins the 

Creed, for what makes 

Christian faith Christian is 

a shared belief in the gos-

pel . . . trust in Christ’s real 

presence . . . and loyalty to 

God’s new Way in the 

world. But what are we to 

do when belief is not 

shared by all, trust in 

Christ’s presence is uncer-

tain, and loyalty to God’s 

new Way is tentative?” 

As we examine the early 

church, we see that the 

church’s faith has never 

been uniform. An appropri-

ate, enriching diversity of 

spiritual gifts, theological 

insights, ecclesiastical 

forms, and missional 

calling have always 

been present in the 

church . . . even 

from the begin-

ning. That’s 

why Paul 

says to us, 

“If there 

is any 

encourage-

ment in Christ, any con-

solation from God’s love, 

any communion in the 

Spirit . . . be of the same 

mind, having the same 

love, being in full accord 

and of one mind.” 

What does it mean to 

have the same mind? 

Is it comprehensive 

doctrinal agreement, 

identical ecclesiastical 

forms, or matching Mis-

sional priorities? “Let the 

same mind be in you,” says 

Paul, “that was in Christ 

(“Moonshine,” from page 1)
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useful for congregations 

across the country and 

across denominations of the 

Christian faith. 

It includes a chapter on each 

practice plus a chapter on 

excellence and fruitfulness. 

The five practices include 

Radical Hospitality, Pas-

sionate Worship, Intentional 

Faith Development, Risk-

taking Mission and Service, 

and Extravagant Generosity.

An overview of the 

five practices

This overview is reprinted 

from fivepractices.org/.

Radical Hospitality

The Congregational Practice 

of Radical Hospitality

Congregations that practice 

Radical Hospitality demon-

strate an active desire to 

invite, welcome, receive, 

and care for those who are 

strangers, so that they find a 

spiritual home and discover 

for themselves the unending 

Robert Schnase’s Five Practices 

of Fruitful Congregations has 

Providence members and visi-

tors FIRED UP on Wednesday 

evenings. 

“FIRED UP,” Providence’s 

Wednesday evening dinner 

and discipleship class, is 

an acronym that stands for 

“Fellowship-Inspired Readings 

Evangelized to Direct Usual 

People.”

We begin with a home-cooked 

meal at 5:15 pm, followed by a 

study of a book called Five 

Practices of Fruitful Congrega-

tions by Robert Schnase. 

About Five 

Practices for Fruitful 

Congregations

Five Practices of Fruitful Congre-

gations was written by Robert 

Schnase, bishop of the Mis-

souri Area of the United Meth-

odist Church. Though he first 

wrote it to describe the five 

core practices of congrega-

tional life for his Missouri con-

gregations, the book is proving 

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations FIRES UP Wednesday evenings

richness of life in Christ. 

Radical describes that which 

is drastically different from 

ordinary practices, outside 

the normal, that which 

exceeds expectations and 

goes the second mile.

The Personal Practice of 

Radical Hospitality

Radical Hospitality in our 

personal walk with Christ 

begins with an extraordinary 

receptivity to the grace of 

God. In distinctive and 

personal ways, we invite 

God into our hearts and 

make space for God in our 

lives. We say Yes to God and 

open ourselves to the 

spiritual life. We accept 

God’s love and acceptance of 

us. We receive God’s love 

and offer it to others.

Passionate Worship

The Congregational Practice 

of Passionate Worship

Worship describes those 

times we gather deliberately 

seeking to encounter God in 

Christ. God uses worship to 

transform lives, heal 

wounded souls, renew 

hope, shape decisions, 

provoke change, inspire 

compassion, and bind 

people to one another. The 

word passionate expresses 

an intense desire, an ardent 

spirit, strong feelings, and 

the sense of heightened 

importance.

Congregations who practice 

Passionate Worship offer 

their utmost and highest; 

they expect worship to be 

(See “Fruitful” on page 5)



• page 5 •

advantageous circum-

stances to learn and grow in 

our following of Christ. We 

cooperate with the Holy 

Spirit in our own spiritual 

maturation. We learn in 

community.

know, exposing us to people, 

situations, and needs that we 

would never ordinarily 

encounter apart from our 

deliberate intention to serve 

Christ. Congregations who 

practice Risk-taking Mission 

and Service offer endless 

opportunities for people to 

make a difference in lives of 

others through service 

projects, volunteer opportu-

nities, and mission initiatives.

The Personal Practice of 

Risk-Taking Mission and 

Service

The personal practice of 

Risk-Taking Mission and 

Service involves offering 

ourselves in purposeful ser-

vice to others in need, mak-

ing a positive difference 

even at significant personal 

cost and inconvenience to 

our own lives. We offer our-

selves, our gifts and abilities 

and passions, to God so God 

can use us to transform the 

world by relieving suffering. 

We serve.

Extravagant 

Generosity

The Practice of 

Extravagant 

Generosity

Generosity 

describes the 

Christian’s 

unselfish will-

ingness to give in 

order to make a 

positive difference 

for the purposes of 

Christ. Congrega-

tions that practice 

Extravagant Gen-

erosity provide 

ministries that address our 

spiritual need to give in 

ways that exceed all expecta-

tions and extend to unex-

pected measures. Fruitful 

congregations thrive 

because of extraordi-

nary sharing, willing 

sacrifice, and joyous 

giving out of love for 

God and neighbor.

The Personal Practice 

of Extravagant 

Generosity

Through the practice of 

Extravagant Generosity, we 

offer our material resources 

in a manner that supports 

the causes that transform life 

and relieve suffering and 

that enlarges the soul and 

sustains the spirit. God uses 

our giving to reconfigure 

our interior lives and form 

us anew. We give back.

the most important hour of the 

week.

The Personal Practice of 

Passionate Worship

Through the personal 

practice of Passionate 

Worship, we learn to 

love God in return. 

Followers of Christ 

develop patterns of listen-

ing to God, allowing 

God to shape our 

hearts and minds 

through prayer, 

personal devo-

tion, and commu-

nity worship. We 

love God.

Intentional Faith 

Development

The Congregational Practice 

of Intentional Faith 

Development

Intentional Faith Development 

refers to all the ministries that 

help us grow in faith outside of 

weekly 

worship, such as bible studies, 

Sunday School classes, sup-

port groups, and prayer teams. 

Congregations who practice 

Intentional Faith Development 

offer opportunities for people 

to learn in community for 

people at all stages of faith. 

They offer ministries that help 

people grow in grace and in 

the knowledge and love of 

God. Intentional refers to 

deliberate effort, purposeful 

action, and high priority.

The Personal Practice of 

Intentional Faith Development

Through the personal practice 

of Intentional Faith Develop-

ment, we do the soul work that 

connects us to others, 

immerses us in God’s Word, 

and positions us to grow in 

grace and mature in Christ. 

We place ourselves in the most 

(“Fruitful,” from page 4)

Risk-Taking Mission & 

Service

The Congregational Practice 

of Risk-Taking Mission and 

Service

Mission and Service refers to 

the projects, efforts, and work 

people do to make a positive 

difference in the lives of oth-

ers for the purposes of Christ, 

whether or not they will ever 

become part of the commu-

nity of faith. Risk-taking 

pushes us out of our comfort 

zone, stretching us beyond 

service to people we already 
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E v a n g e l i c a l
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Joan Rommes, Elder

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Joan Rommes, Elder

Thanks to an anonymous 

donor for a generous dona-

tion to the Food Pantry. The 

following note, along with a 

check, was delivered to 

Evangelical Missions Elder 

Joan Rommes last month.

Enclosed is my first six-

month tithe to the Food 

Pantry—January-June. I 

would very much appre-

ciate being kept anony-

mous except for those 

Loving not with words or tongue but with actions and in truth

with a “need to know” 

(i.e., Pastor Mary, the 

bookkeeper, etc.).

Please tell your parishio-

ners that this tithe comes 

with love and gratitude 

for the assistance they 

give to those less fortu-

nate, I am honored to be a 

small part of you letting 

the Lord use you as his 

vessel to help those in 

need.

Thanks to Joan and Nate Rommes for their donation of 

a refrigerator to the Food Pantry. 

It has been placed in the kitchen, immediately inside 

door from the hallway.

The refrigerator will come in especially handy when 

the Evangelical Missions team returns from trips to 

the Bay Area Food Bank.

Anonymous donor gives tithe to the Food Pantry

Members donate refrigerator to the Food Pantry



• page 7 •

By Manny Russo, 

Scoutmaster

January was a fun month for 

the troop. During the Martin 

Luther King, weekend the 

troop traveled to north Ala-

bama to snow ski. We 

arrived at DeSoto State Park 

around midnight and the 

temperature was 25 degrees. 

Needless to say, no one 

wasted time setting up their 

tents as they wanted to get 

into their sleeping bags as 

soon as possible. Saturday 

was a full day of skiing. We 

also traveled to Little River 

Canyon and hiked a few 

trails to see numerous 

waterfalls. 

The troop will be purchasing 

and making Indian cos-

tumes to be used with vari-

ous ceremonies and special 

events. While we may pur-

chase some of the clothing, 

it still has to be decorated 

using beads and other 

materials. The scouts will 

learn about Indian cos-

tumes. The regalia will also 

be used when recruiting 

boys at various schools. 

The troop has started a band. 

We have 22 boys who play 

instruments, and they have 

been practicing during Janu-

ary. The band will perform at 

meetings, ceremonies, and 

other events. The boys are 

enjoying this and look forward 

to the Tuesday night practices.

In February, the troop will 

travel to the Talladega 

National Forest for more cold 

weather camping and hiking. 

The cold weather activities 

teach scouts how to layer their 

clothing to stay warm and how 

to just have fun when the 

weather conditions are not 

perfect. The bottom line is that 

the boys are not at home, sit-

ting on the couch and playing 

video games. These campouts 

help scouts gain confidence 

and do things they might not 

ordinarily do. 

Scout Sunday is February 6. 

The troop will be part of the 

service at Providence Pres-

byterian Church. The pur-

pose of Scout Sunday is to 

celebrate the founding of 

Boy Scouts in the United 

States, which took place on 

February 8, 1910. In addi-

tion, Scout Sunday is a time 

to hear about the good deeds 

that the boys do to improve 

their community. We look 

forward to being a part of 

the worship service. 

Thank you to each member 

of Providence for support-

ing the troop and allowing 

us to meet in God’s House. 

There is no better place for a 

young boy to be!
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By Eddress Thomas Braggs, 

Troop Leader

Greetings to all from Girl 

Scout Troop 8200. I know it 

has been a long time since I 

have given an update of 

what I have been doing with 

my girls. For this 2014-2015 

school year, I currently have 

12 bright and bubbly little 

girls, all packed with their 

own sass and personality. 

Our bulletin board is now 

up in the hallway and filled 

with information. 

Here are just a few of the 

things that we are doing 

right now. 

� Until Easter, my troop is 

participating in collect-

ing tab tops for the 

Ronald McDonald house. 

There will be a tab house 

in the foyer area by the 

kitchen if you would like 

to place any tabs in it. 

� Also from now until 

March 8, one of the best 

seasons of all time is 

among us—GIRL 

SCOUT COOKIE 

SEASON. 

There will be an order 

form on our bulletin 

board if anyone would 

like to make an order. My 

contact information is 

also available on the form 

for any questions. 

This is our second year as a 

troop, and we are still trying 

to get our feet wet with any 

community service activities 

that are available to us. If 

there is anything that you 

believe that would be of 

some interest to me and the 

troop, please contact me. I’m 

available by email at 

gssatroop8200@gmail.com, 

or come by and see us every 

other Monday evening here 

at the church from 5:30-7:00! 

We always welcome any 

guest!! 

We appreciate you all for 

your hospitality to me and 

my troop.

Adapted from http://www.

girlscouts.org/program/gs_

cookies/meet_the_cookies.asp 

and http://www.girlscouts.org/

program/gs_cookies/history.asp

Girl Scout Cookies are an icon 

of American culture. For 

nearly 100 years, Girl Scouts, 

with the enthusiastic support 

of their families, have helped 

ensure the success of the 

annual sale. From its earliest 

beginnings to its current popu-

larity, selling Girl Scout Cook-

ies has helped girls have fun, 

develop valuable life skills, 

and make their communities a 

better place.

And did you know that Girl 

Scout Cookies are SO much 

more than just delicious treats? 

Every time you buy a box, you 

help girls learn five essential 

skills—goal setting, decision 

making, money management, 

people skills, and business eth-

ics—all while helping them 

better themselves and their 

communities. How cool is 

that? They learn, earn, and 

have tons of fun

Early Years

Girl Scout Cookies had their 

earliest beginnings in the 

kitchens and ovens of our 

girl members, with moms 

volunteering as technical 

advisers. The sale of cookies 

as a way to finance troop 

activities began as early as 

1917, five years after Juliette 

Gordon Low started Girl 

Scouting in the United 

States, when the Mistletoe 

Troop in Muskogee, OK, 

baked cookies and sold them 

in its high school cafeteria as 

a service project.

In July 1922, The American 

Girl magazine, published by 

Girl Scout national head-

quarters, featured an article 

by Florence E. Neil, a local 

director in Chicago, Illinois. 

Miss Neil provided a cookie 

recipe that had been given to 

the council’s 2,000 Girl 

Scouts. She estimated the 

approximate cost of ingredi-

ents for 6-7 dozen cookies to 

be 26-36¢. The cookies, she 

suggested, could be sold by 

troops for 25¢ or 30¢ per 

dozen.

In the 1920s and 1930s, Girl 

Scouts in different parts of 

the country continued to 

bake their own simple sugar 

cookies with their mothers. 

These cookies were packaged 

Troop 8200 update

(See “Cookies” on page 10)

A short history of Girl Scout Cookies
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package cookies. By 1948, a 

total of 29 bakers were 

licensed to bake Girl Scout 

Cookies.

1950s

In 1951, Girl Scout Cookies 

came in three varieties: Pea-

nut Butter Sandwich, Short-

bread, and Chocolate Mints 

(now known as Thin Mints). 

With the advent of the sub-

urbs, Girl Scout Cookies 

began being sold by girls 

at tables in shopping 

malls. 

Five years later, 

flavors had 

evolved. Girl 

Scouts sold four 

basic types of 

cookies: a 

vanilla-based 

filled cookie, a 

chocolate-based 

filled one, short-

bread, and a choco-

late mint. Some bakers 

also offered another 

optional flavor.

1960s

During the 1960s, when 

Baby Boomers expanded 

Girl Scout membership, 

cookie sales increased signif-

icantly. Fourteen licensed 

bakers were mixing batter 

for thousands upon thou-

sands of Girl Scout Cookies 

annually. And those bakers 

began wrapping Girl Scout 

Cookie boxes in printed alu-

minum foil or cellophane to 

protect the cookies and pre-

serve their freshness.

By 1966, a number of variet-

ies were available. Among 

the best sellers were Choco-

late Mint (now known as 

Thin Mints), Shortbread, 

and Peanut Butter Sandwich 

cookies.

1970s

In 1978, the number of bak-

ers was streamlined to four 

to ensure lower prices and 

uniform quality, packaging, 

and distribution. For the first 

time in history, all cookie 

boxes—regardless of the 

baker—featured the same 

designs and depicted scenes 

of Girl Scouts in action, 

including hiking and canoe-

ing. And in 1979, the brand-

new, Saul Bass–created Girl 

Scout logo appeared on 

cookie boxes, which became 

more creative and began 

promoting the benefits of 

Girl Scouting. 

Cookies for sale during the 

1970s included Thin Mints, 

Peanut Butter Sandwich/

Do-si-dos, and Shortbread/

Trefoils cookies, plus four 

additional choices.

1980s

In 1982, four bakers still pro-

duced a maximum of seven 

varieties of cookies—three 

mandatory (Thin Mint, 

Peanut Butter Sandwich/

Do-si-dos, and Shortbread/

Trefoils) and four optional. 

Cookie boxes depicted 

scenes of Girl Scouts in 

action.

1984 brought a new twist: 

some of the licensed bakers 

produced gift samplings of 

cookies in special decorative 

tins.

1990s

In the early 1990s, two 

licensed bakers supplied 

local Girl Scout councils 

with cookies for girls 

to sell, and by 1998, 

this number had 

grown again to 

three. Eight 

cookie varieties 

were available, 

including low-

fat and sugar-

free selections 

that never sold 

well enough to 

continue pro-

ducing.

GSUSA also introduced 

official age-appropriate 

awards for Girl Scout 

Brownies, Juniors, Cadettes, 

and Seniors, including the 

Cookie Activity Pin, which 

was awarded for participat-

ing in cookie activities.

2000s

Early in the 21st century, 

every Girl Scout cookie had 

a mission. New cookie box 

designs, introduced in fall of 

2000, were bold and bright, 

capturing the spirit of Girl 

Scouting. Two licensed bak-

ers produced a maximum of 

8 varieties, including 3 that 

were mandatory ones (Thin 

Mints, Peanut Butter Sand-

wich/Do-si-dos, and Short-

bread/Trefoils). All cookies 

were kosher. And, much to 

the excitement of our young-

est Girl Scouts, Daisies 

started selling cookies!

in wax paper bags, sealed with 

a sticker, and sold door to door 

for 25-35¢ cents per dozen.

1930s

In 1933, Girl Scouts of Greater 

Philadelphia Council baked 

cookies and sold them in the 

city's gas and electric company 

windows. Just 23¢ per box of 

44 cookies or 6 boxes for $1.24! 

Girls developed their market-

ing and business skills and 

raised funds for their local Girl 

Scout council. A year later, 

Greater Philadelphia took 

cookie sales to the next level, 

becoming the first council to 

sell commercially baked cook-

ies.

In 1935, the Girl Scout Federa-

tion of Greater New York 

raised money through the sale 

of commercial cookies. Buying 

its own die in the shape of a 

trefoil, the group used the 

words “Girl Scout Cookies” on 

the box. In 1936, the national 

Girl Scout organization began 

the process to license the first 

commercial baker to produce 

cookies that would be sold 

nationwide by girls in Girl 

Scout councils.

Enthusiasm for Girl Scout 

Cookies spread nationwide. 

By 1937, more than 125 Girl 

Scout councils reported hold-

ing cookie sales.

1940s

Girl Scout Cookies were sold 

by local councils around the 

country until World War II, 

when sugar, flour, and butter 

shortages led Girl Scouts to 

begin selling calendars to raise 

money for activities. 

After the war, cookie sales 

resumed, with the national 

organization licensing 

local bakers to produce and 

(“Cookies,” from page 9)
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Setting up—December 6, 2014 • Left (L-R): Ken Gadomski, Bob 

Ellis • Above: Bob Ellis • Below left: Curtis Andrews • Below: 

Aggie Roebuck cutting out angels • Photos by Ken Gadomski and 

Curtis Andrews
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Top left (L-R): Curtis Andrews, Bob Ellis • Top right (L-R): Pastor Mary Montei Clark, Curtis Andrews • Above left (L-R): Kathy 

Taylor, Pastor Mary Montei Clark • Above right (L-R): Pastor Mary Montei Clark, Jerry Williams, Bob Ellis, Curtis Andrews
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Top left: Mary Mastrangelo • Top right (L-R): Jerry Williams, Barry South • Above left (L-R): Barry South, Jerry Williams • Above 

right (L-R): Curtis Andrews, Barry South, Jerry Williams
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The Journey—December 14, 2014 • Above (L-R): Stuart Clark, Buddy 

Low, Les Taylor • Right (L-R): Ken Gadomski, Barry South, Jude Mosley 

• Below left (L-R): Ryan O’Dell, Samantha O’Dell • Bottom right: 

Marlene Taylor, Earnestine Bates, Adria Mosley • Photos by Jessi 

Gadomski
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Above left (L-R): Linda Payne, Samantha O’Dell, Adria Mosley, Ryan O’Dell 

• Right: Jerry Williams • Below (L-R): Buddy Low, Stuart Clark, Les Taylor • 

Below right: Adria Mosley
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Church Workday—January 31, 2015

(“Session,” from page 6)

L i v e NativityBuilding & GroundsBuilding & Grounds

Emmett Proudfoot, ElderEmmett Proudfoot, Elder

Thanks to everyone who 

came out to help clean up 

the church inside and out-

side on January 31:

� Pastor Mary Montei 

Clark

� Bob Ellis

� Ken Gadomski

� Mary Mastrangelo

� Emmett Proudfoot

� Joan Rommes

� Nate Rommes

� Sharon Smith

� Barry South

� Jeny Williams

� Jerry Williams

Left: Sharon Smith • Top: Emmett Proudfoot • Above: Nate 

Rommes • Photos by Ken Gadomski

Are we there yet?

By Emmett Proudfoot

In short the answer to this sub-

ject is NO!! We have been 

blessed many times over the 

years and have managed to 

keep our doors open. 

When we talked about getting 

an electronic sign, some said 

that's gaudy. Well, if what 

we've been doing for 20 years is 

conservative or traditional, 

maybe we should try gaudy. 

Someone told me years ago 

there’s a big difference between 

20 years experience and 1 year 

of experience 20 times over. 

I’d like to remind all, but espe-

cially the old-timers, that we 

were told in the very beginning 

that we needed 100 members to 

get a charter. Well, we were 

granted a waiver and chartered 

with approximately 70 mem-

bers. We have had a few hard 

times, so in a way we have been 

on waivers for 20 years. 

I hope we can concentrate on 

getting through difficult times 

and not go from waivers to life 

support!!
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Top left: Barry South 

• Top right: Bob Ellis 

• Above (L-R): Joan 

Rommes, Mary 

Mastrangelo • Above 

right (L-R): Nate 

Rommes, Mary 

Mastrangelo, Bob 

Ellis • Right: Jerry 

Williams • Far right: 

Sharon Smith
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On April 12, 1861, the Con-

federate cannons roared as 

the attack on Fort Sumter in 

Charleston Harbor began—

and with it began the Civil 

War. 

On April 19, 1861, the block-

ade of all southern ports 

began—including the Port 

of Mobile. 

When Dr. Burgett came to 

Mobile to serve this church, 

it was big news, and the 

newspaper carried the story 

which told of his birth in 

Ohio and the previous 

church he served in Mans-

field, Ohio. He spoke with a 

decidedly Northern accent, 

By the time of his first anni-

versary as pastor here, the 

word on the street was that 

he was a Yankee spy. That 

may bring a smile to our lips, 

but in that day, in this city, it 

was no laughing matter. The 

Session of this church took it 

SO SERIOUSLY that they 

bought this pepperbox pistol 

for Dr. Burgett and 

demanded that he carry it 

upon his person at all times 

for self-defense. 

To his credit, Dr. Burgett 

NEVER carried it upon his 

person— never used it—

indeed, I do not think it has 

ever been fired. 

Dr. Burgett retired from this 

church in April of 1900. That 

is right—you have already 

done the math—he was the 

pastor of this church for 40 

years! He preached a sermon 

on his last Sunday. Trust me 

—it was NOT a 20-minute 

sermon. 

In his sermon, he talked 

about all that had happened 

over those 40 years. It should 

be a must-read for all 

seminary graduates and for 

any leaders in this denomina-

tion or perhaps any denomina-

tion. 

Before his “HONEYMOON 

YEAR” was even completed, 

the whole world changed for 

Dr. Burgett and for this 

church, and for this commu-

nity, as well as for this state 

and for the whole South. 

Mobile was a city under 

siege—always expecting an 

invasion by Federal troops. 

The unrelenting blockade 

caused devastation to the 

economy of the city. Wealthy 

people found themselves to be 

more and more impoverished 

as the War dragged on. This 

included the generous givers 

in this congregation. By the 

end of the War, in April of 

1865, if you still had any Con-

federate dollar bills or bonds, 

you could use them to start a 

fire, wallpaper the outhouse, 

or perhaps otherwise put them 

to use in the outhouse. 

The economy of the South as a 

whole and of Mobile in 

particular was shattered. And 

if that was not enough, when 

the Federal troops finally did 

take the City of Mobile, they 

collected all firearms, ammuni-

tion, even cannons and gun 

powder, from the defenses of 

the city—and stored them in a 

huge warehouse. On May 25, 

1865, there was an explosion—

here is a contemporary account 

of what came to be known as 

the Magazine Explosion. 

The magazine or depot was a 

warehouse on Beauregard 

Street, where the troops had 

stacked some 200 tons of shells 

and powder. Some time in the 

afternoon of May 25, a cloud of 

black smoke rose into the air, 

and the ground began to rum-

ble. Flames shot up into the 

sky, and bursting shells were 

(“Gun,” from page 19)

(See “Gun” on page 21)Old postcard depicting Government Street Presbyterian Church

Historic marker at Government Street Presbyterian Church
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heard throughout the city. In 

the nearby Mobile River, 

two ships sank, and a man 

standing on a wharf was 

blown into the river. Several 

houses collapsed from the 

concussion. 

The resulting fire burned all 

of north Mobile. At least 300 

people were killed. 

Then came Reconstruction 

from 1865 to 1877. This was a 

time of great change in the 

South—a whole economy 

had to be changed—along 

with a political system. 

While there was much that 

absolutely needed to be 

changed—into this chaos 

came some people who were 

driven purely by the oppor-

tunity to get rich. This was a 

dark time in the South. The 

terms “Carpetbaggers” and 

“Scallywags” come to mind. 

During the years 1865 to 

1900 there were even more 

severe economic downturns. 

There were 6 recessions plus 

3 panics that resulted in 

depressions of various 

lengths. Nine events in 40 

years—one every 4 years. 

These were nationwide eco-

nomic disruptions—and 

every one of these was far 

worse in the South than it 

was in the rest of the nation. 

Just for comparison purposes:

� The Great Depression of 

1929-1933 saw a falloff in 

business activity of 25%.

� The recent Great Recession 

of 2007-2009 saw a falloff in 

business activity of 10%. 

The panic and long depression 

of 1873-1879 saw a falloff of 

almost 34%. The panic of 1893 

saw a falloff of over 37%. It 

was followed by another panic 

in 1896 with a falloff of busi-

ness activity of over 25%. Of all 

of these 9 economic disasters 

between 1860 and 1900, only 

one saw a falloff in business 

activity of less than 15%. It was 

40 years of an economic roller 

coaster with again far more 

severity in the South. 

Along with economic storms 

were the real storms—hurri-

canes. In 1852 (before Dr. Bur-

gett arrived), the original tall 

steeple of this church was 

blown down by a hurricane. 

There are no records of major 

hurricanes after that, but you 

know Mobile did not go 

through the 40 years between 

1860 and 1900 without a hur-

ricane or two or more. There 

were major hurricanes in 

1906, 1916, and 1926. From 

2014 back 40 years to 1974, 

we have had 6 major hurri-

canes—4 of which were Cat-

egory 3 storms. So we know 

that hurricanes added to the 

misery of God’s people dur-

ing those 40 years. 

I have mentioned yellow 

fever epidemics. We do not 

know much about yellow 

fever in our day. If you want 

to understand what yellow 

fever was like throughout 

the 19th century in Mobile 

think EBOLA—ebola with-

out any understanding of 

what caused it or how to 

combat it. 

Early symptoms of yellow 

fever were headaches, fever, 

and muscle pain. As the dis-

ease progressed, however, 

the patient experienced jaun-

dice, thirst, and a dark black 

vomit caused by internal 

hemorrhaging. Ultimately, 

the disease could lead to 

(“Gun,” from page 20)

(See “Gun” on page 22)

1838 engraving showing Government Street Presbyterian Church’s 

steeple before it was destroyed by a hurricane in 1852

Magazine explosion on Beauregard Street
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kidney failure, delirium, sei-

zures, coma, and often death. 

It was thought to be an infec-

tious disease caused by contact 

with a person sick with yellow 

fever. It was not until Dr. Will-

iam Gorgas (from Alabama), 

working as Chief Medical 

Officer for the Panama Canal 

Project in 1906 proposed that 

the disease was carried by 

mosquitoes that under his 

leadership in the Canal Zone 

yellow fever was conquered. 

Yellow fever was the reason in 

1836 Mobile created another 

cemetery. The Old Church 

Street Cemetery was filled with 

previous victims of yellow 

fever—and Magnolia Ceme-

tery was built. During the 40 

years Dr. Burgett served this 

Church, there were 5 epidemics 

of yellow fever. Hundreds of 

people died in each one of 

these, some of which were 

more devastating than others. 

Some of the housing patterns 

involving the wealthier citi-

zens of this area were deter-

mined by where yellow fever 

was less likely to be a problem. 

While the people did not know 

that mosquitoes were the carri-

ers, they knew that in the 

upland area of Spring Hill, the 

chances were much less that a 

person would become infected 

(less standing water than in the 

rest of the city, which was built 

upon a river flood plain filled 

with standing water). Also, the 

area across the Bay in Fairhope 

and Point Clear was relatively 

yellow fever clear. Every since 

this was realized, these two 

areas have been the places the 

wealthy could escape to and 

try to avoid yellow fever—they 

are where the wealthiest folk 

still live. 

When an epidemic hit, those 

who had the wherewithal left 

the city for the aforemen-

tioned locales or further 

away yet. Oftentimes, wor-

ship services were canceled 

at this church (and most 

churches) for the duration of 

the epidemic — which 

sometimes lasted two to four 

months. This happened 

because they thought it was 

spread by contact with 

infected people. 

There began in this city a 

group of folks who called 

themselves The Can't Get 

Away Club. Many members 

of this congregation belonged 

to this group. Thomas Gue-

snard, the builder of the Gue-

snard House, which stands 

on the corner of Jackson and 

Conti Streets and is owned 

now by this church, was one 

of the founders of this com-

passionate group of caregiv-

ers. They stayed and minis-

tered to the victims of yellow 

fever—at great risk to them-

selves—because the mosqui-

toes were equal opportunity 

spreaders of the disease. 

I hear many people talk 

about being the Church in 

these days— how difficult it 

is to be the Church of Jesus 

Christ. I hear this from pas-

tors and elders and church 

members. 

It is human nature to think 

that we live in either the best 

of times or the worst of 

times. 

The Gun in the Library is a 

reminder to us that being the 

Church of Jesus Christ is 

never easy. It never has 

been. Tell me of a time in the 

last 2,000 years when it has 

been easy to be the Church. 

It certainly was not easy to 

be this church from 1860 to 

1900. It was not easy before 

that—and it has not been 

easy after that either. 

You might be tempted to 

think that surely after this 

magnificent sanctuary was 

built—it must have been a 

good time in the life of this 

church. Within a year of its 

completion, the great 

depression of 1837 began, 

started by President Andrew 

Jackson. It caused the finan-

cial ruin of many people—

including the great benefac-

tor of this church, Henry 

Hitchcock, who financially 

made possible the building 

of this sanctuary. Two years 

later, a yellow fever epi-

demic took him away along 

with many other members 

of this congregation and so 

many other citizens of this 

community. 

Whenever you are tempted 

to say—about your own life 

or about the life of your 

church—it is so difficult, I 

want you to remember the 

Gun in the Library—not so 

much for the gun itself, but 

for what it symbolizes—it 

bears testimony to the 

incredible providence and 

grace of God. God is faithful 

and out of the most impossi-

ble circumstances, God is 

able to bring about some-

thing wonderful—and good. 

Difficult times come and go 

—while by the grace of God 

faithful and strong people 

and churches last. 

Thanks be to God! 

A contemporary view of the interior of Government Street Presbyterian Church

(“Gun,” from page 21)
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WorshIP

MARY MASTRANGELO, Elder

February worship volunteers

Contributed by Mary Mastrangelo

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers Nursery

Feb 1 Pam Fredelake Intinction Bill Berry Myrna Andrews

Buck Bolton Buck Bolton

Jerry Esneul Joan Rommes

Amy Westerberg

Feb 8 Pam Fredelake Ann Bosarge Amy Westerberg

Aggie Roebuck

Buddy Low

Mary Mastrangelo

Feb 15 Graham Hayes Steve Crenshaw Marlene Taylor Sue Drinovsky

Ken Gadomski Les Taylor

Pam Garner Bob Ellis

Mary Mastrangelo TBA

Feb 22 Graham Hayes Al Drinovsky Kathy Taylor

Debbie McLendon

Myrna Andrews

TBA

serving as additional 

adults in the room.

� Were informed by Stew-

ardship Elder Christine 

South that Stewardship 

Sunday is scheduled for 

November 23.

� Received Worship Elder 

Mary Mastrangelo’s 

monthly report.

� Were informed by 

Worship Elder Mary 

Mastrangelo that she, 

Pastor Mary Montei 

Clark, and Administra-

tive Assistant Amy 

Fletcher Messer would 

be scheduling people to 

light the Advent candles.

� Were informed that the 

tables at the back of the 

Sanctuary have been 

pushed up against the 

chairs to allow place for 

the ushers to walk.

� Were informed that the 

Worship Team has 

agreed to use only purple 

grape juice, rather than 

both grape juice and 

wine, when Communion 

is served by intinction.

� Discussed each elder’s 

responsibilities for the 

Journey to Bethlehem, 

scheduled for Sunday, 

December 14, 6:00-

8:00 pm, with a rain date 

of Sunday, December 21.

� Were encouraged to sign 

up to share Memory 

Moments as part of the 25th 

Anniversary celebration.

November 25, 2014, 

Session eMeeting

� Approved a motion to 

approve Pastor Mary 

Montei Clark’s vacation 

request for January 4 and 

January 6-9, 2015.

December 24, 2014, 

Session eMeeting

� Approved a motion to des-

ignate part of Pastor Mary 

Montei Clark’s 2015 salary 

as housing expenses.

Rommes’s written 

report.

� Were informed by Evan-

gelical Missions Elder 

Joan Rommes that she 

has found 4 families from 

Anne Place plus 3 addi-

tional families for a total 

of 7 families (children 

and primary caregivers 

only) for this year’s 

Angel Tree.

� Agreed by common con-

sent to the following rec-

ommendations from the 

Evangelical Missions 

Team: 1) To impose zip 

code restrictions (except 

for emergencies) on Food 

Panty patrons, 2) To 

request an ID from Food 

Pantry patrons, and 3) To 

reschedule the Food Pan-

try to only the third Fri-

day of the month rather 

than the second and 

fourth Fridays. 

� Were informed by Evan-

gelical Missions Elder 

Joan Rommes that Provi-

dence served 44 families 

over Thanksgiving; we 

received 20 complete 

meals from the Food 

Bank, supplemented 

these with 4 additional 

complete meals, and 

provided elementary 

school backpacks.

� Were thanked by Fellow-

ship Elder Aggie 

Roebuck for their 

involvement with the 

WeMo Chili Cookoff. 

� Thanked Elder Aggie for 

leading the WeMo Chili 

Cookoff and for all of her 

hard work on this event.

� Were informed by Disci-

pleship Elder Barry 

South that the Nursery 

workers will begin help-

ing with Discipletown by 

(“Session,” from page 23)
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February 2015

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:30 am

Congreg Meeting

10:45 am

Sunday  School

11:00 am

The Grove

5:15 pm

Financial Peace U 

(The Grove)

2
5:30 pm

Girl Scouts

Dodie  Berry

3
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

4
5:15 pm

FIRED UP

7:00 pm

Choir

5
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

6
10:30 am

Worship Team 

meeting

7
8:00 am

All-Church 

Workday at 

Laura Fletcher’s 

House

8
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Sunday  School

11:00 am

The Grove

5:15 pm

Financial Peace U 

(The Grove)

9 10
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

Mary Ann 

Benefield

11
5:15 pm

FIRED UP

5:30 pm

McKemie  Place 

(The Grove)

7:00 pm

Choir

12
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

13 14

15
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Sunday  School

10:45 am

Session meeting

11:00 am

The Grove

5:15 pm

Financial Peace U 

(The Grove)

16
5:30 pm

Girl Scouts

Presidents Day

17
Mardi Gras

18
6:00 pm

Ash Wednesday  

serv ice

7:00 pm

Choir

19
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

Ken Gadomski

20
10:00–11:00 am

Food Pantry

11:00 am

Evangelica l 

Missions Team 

meeting

21
10:00 am-

5:00 pm

Bettina Kelson 

sewing class

Leslie 

Weste rberg

22
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Town Hall 

Mee ting

11:00 am

The Grove

5:15 pm

Financial Peace U 

(The Grove)

23 24
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

25
5:15 pm

FIRED UP

7:00 pm

Choir

26
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

27
TBD

Presby tery 

Meeting (First 

Presby terian 

Church, Gulf 

Shores)

28
TBD

Presbytery 

Meeting (First 

Presbyterian 

Church, Gulf 

Shores)
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