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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

Pastor’s message

Standing in the need of prayer
I think this all started as I
was preparing the sermon
for Father’s Day. I was
researching the different
times in Scripture that Jesus
used the term “Father” and
realized that when his disciples asked him to show them
how to pray, he began by
saying, “Our Father” . . . .
not “my Father.”
I hadn’t really noticed that
before. Jesus could easily
have said, “My Father . . .
who art in heaven” . . . but,
instead, he included all of
us, forever and ever, to call
on “our Father . . . in
heaven.”
What a gift . . . to know
from the very beginning

that God considers us his children . . . and prayer is the way
to have a conversation with
our Dad.

If I could, I would put us all
on a bus, and we’d go on a
spiritual retreat. We’d sing,
and study and have some
fun . . . and learn a little bit
But all too often, we’re not cer- more about each other and
tain Dad is listening. His uni- about God.
verse is so large, there are so
many people and so many
And we’d come home with
problems . . . why would he
our suitcases full of dirty
listen to little ol’ me, standing clothes, glad to be back in
in the need of prayer?
our own beds . . . but filled
with stories of campfires and
So I thought perhaps this sum- s’mores . . . and a new
mer we might tackle that issue understanding of how much
because spiritual health comes God loves each and everyfrom having a great relationone of us. We’d be prepared
ship with our Father in
to face a new year of school
Heaven . . . and that just and filled
isn’t going to happen
if we aren’t speaking to each
other.

with the Spirit for a fall calendar full of ministries here
. . . in your home . . . in your
neighborhood . . . and
beyond.
But we can’t get on that bus
. . . we all have responsibilities that keep us from running away to the campground. Soooo . . . we’re
bringing the campground
here. Don’t be surprised if
you see a tent or two in the
sanctuary . . . s’mores at coffee hour . . . and me in my
jeans. And I invite you to do
the same. . . . Let’s have a little fun —after all, summer
will be over before we know
it —and break tradition
for a few weeks.
Sometimes, it’s in breaking the normal routine
(See “Prayer” on
page 2)
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(“Prayer,” from page 1)
that we let God find us, that
we take the time to listen . . .
to stop talking long enough
for God to get a word in. I
think it’s safe to say we have
all asked the question about
prayer . . . “Is anyone out
there listening? And if you
are . . . why aren’t you
answering my prayer?”

nights. It needs to be the wailing wall of my disappointments and fears. . . . I need it to
be the spring of refreshment
when my soul feels dry and
thirsty.
I need prayer to understand
my privileges as a follower of
Jesus Christ . . . and I need
prayer to allow me to sort out

Does prayer make
any difference? It is a
question I
ask myself
often, especially when
God’s presence seems
far away,
and I wonder
if prayer is
simply “a
pious form of
talking to
myself.” I have
wondered if I am simply repeating what God
must surely already know.

Why pray? “To restore the
truth of the universe, to gain
a glimpse of the world . . .
and of me . . . through the
eyes of God.”
So . . . I’m asking you to go
on this retreat with me. This
summer we are studying
and experiencing the aspects
of prayer. We’re staying
right here in our own
sanctuary, and
worship looks a
bit different
. . . but it’s
summer . . .
and a good
time to
change
things up a
bit with the
hope we’ll
remember
and use what
we’ve learned.

Prayer has to become more than a
shopping list of requests to present to God.
It needs to be a realignment of everything
I experience during my days and nights.
It needs to be the wailing wall of my
disappointments and fears. . . . I need it to
be the spring of refreshment when my
soul feels dry and thirsty.

life. I need prayer to express
the joys of love found through
my husband, family, and
friendships. And I need prayer
Prayer has to become more
to express the awe I feel when
than a shopping list of
the sun sets in brilliant colors
requests to present to
God. It needs to be a realign- . . . painting a picture only God
ment of everything I experi- could create.
ence during my days and
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I won’t leave you
on your own . . . we’ll
do this together. And hopefully . . . on the other side . . .
we’ll emerge more fully
understanding the mystery’s of prayer.

Quotes are from Phillip
Yancey’s Prayer, Does it Make
Any Difference?

Evangelical
MISSIONS
Joan Rommes, Elder
Veterans Needs Assessment

McKemie Place Safe Haven

Feeding the Gulf Coast (formerly called Bay Area Food
Bank) has requested that all
food bank agencies reach
out to the following people.
Veterans and their families
are being sought for participation in the Southwest Alabama Veterans Needs
Assessment.

Providence is hosting the
women of McKemie Place
on Saturday and Sunday,
August 27 and 28.

Produced by The Community Foundation of South
Alabama,
the assessment will
identify
and prioritize local
needs and
develop a comprehensive
strategy to address them.
“The needs assessment is the
first phase of a four-year
Veterans Initiative designed
to help us find a way to
make the lives of the brave
men and women who
served our country a little
easier,” said Rebecca Byrne,
President and CEO.
“We are confident this
assessment will help
us properly
address

the many, varied needs
of our growing veteran
population.”
Veterans of all ages and
branches of service are
asked to sign up to take a
comprehensive survey.
Family members of
veterans are also encouraged to participate.
“The results of the study will
be shared
with the
community, but
they will
also
enable us
to determine the strategy
and investment necessary to
make a difference in the lives
of our local veterans and
their families,” said Byrne.
For more information about
the assessment, or to register
for the survey, visit
www.communityfoundationsa.org/veterans or call
(251) 438-5591.

We will need volunteers to
assist with breakfast, lunch,
hosting, and cleanup.
Contact Joan Rommes at

(251) 653-4308 if you can join
us in this important Providence mission.

Evangelical Missions Calendar
Backpack Program
Every Thursday, 5:45 pm;
food delivered to O’Rourke
Elementary on Fridays
(returns August 18)
Before the start of the
school year (August);
school supplies/backpacks for O’Rourke
Elementary students

Blood Drive
Sunday, September 18,
8:30 am–12:30 pm

Soda Can Tab Collection
Every day; collection box
in the kitchen

Closely Crafted
Every Thursday, 6:00 pm
(returns August 18)

Family Promise at
Redeemer Episcopal
Sunday–Sunday,
October 16–23
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Food Pantry
Third Friday of every
month, 9:30–11:00 am

McKemie Place Hosting
Saturday–Sunday,
August 27-28
Sunday, December 25

Offerings
Peacemaking Offering—
September
Presbyterian Home for
Children Offering—
November
Christmas Joy Offering—
December
Christmas Angel Gifts—
December

Ronald McDonald House
Dinners
Monday, October 17

Evangelical
MISSIONS
Joan Rommes, Elder
Backpack Food Program starts deliveries again on August 19
Mobile County Public Schools
start again on Wednesday,
August 10, and Providence’s
Backpack Food Program starts
its deliveries again on Friday,
August 19.
The mission of the Backpack
Food Program is to meet the
needs of chronically hungry
children in our community by
providing them with nutritious and easy–to –prepare
foods to take home on weekends when other resources are
not available.

Editor’s Note: The following is
excerpted from “Backpack
Blessings,” published in the
August 2013 issue of Providence Press. It was written by
Evangelical Missions CoElders Dorinda Hilbun and
Joan Rommes.
Have you ever
thought of the
children who
are not
blessed

like us and are not eating at
all because their parents
may not have enough
money to buy food? Maybe
they have to pay for medicine, and food comes at the
bottom of their priority list.
Maybe the children are on
the street and get fed only at
school during the week.
Maybe it’s the end of
the month
and . . .

When a child is hungry, he
or she is not able to function
as well at school, resulting in
lower grades, reading difficulties, and other problems.
The only way to help this
child is to provide meals
over the weekend.
To better explain the importance of this ministry, here
are a few statistics:
In Missouri, there was
an 85% decrease in
school nurse visits after
the first year of backpack distribution.

Providence sponsors 15 of
these children at O’Rourke
Elementary School each year.

According to Feeding
America, hungry children are more likely to
suffer from weaker
immune
systems. Inadequate
nutrition affects physical and cognitive development and can
result in behavioral
difficulties.

Items needed are single-serve
juices and entrees with easyopen tops, such as soups,
beans and weenies, tuna fish,
Spaghetti O's, fruit, peanut
butter, and macaroni and
cheese.
Money donations are
always accepted as are
prayers for these children. For more information, contact Joan Rommes
at (251) 653-4308 or
buttonsjpr@bellsouth.net

In parts of Alabama,
children who
received backpacks
for weekend meals
showed a 45%
increase in reading
ability and a 38%
increase in math skills
after one school year.
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Lasagna Party
By Aggie Roebuck,
Fellowship Elder
We had a fun time making
lasagna for the Presbytery
meeting. You would think it
would take all day to make
10 family-size lasagnas, but
it took us only 2 hours! We
cooked 10 pounds of beef,
chopped 5 pounds of
onions, chopped 10 packs of
pepperoni, and the rest was
layering.
If you are cooking for a
crowd, try Monarch US
Foods at 1500 West Inter-

state 65 Service Road South
(between Cottage Hill Road
and Government Boulevard).
Their beef has very little fat in
it, and they carry frozen precooked lasagna pasta in sheets.
So no broken pasta! We just
laid it on each layer.

oven door. So we cooked it
on Sunday and sampled it
after the Session meeting.
And it was good! (Editor’s
note: I agree!)

Many thanks to Al and
Sue Drinovsky, Sharon
Crenshaw, Kathy Taylor,
Our oven will hold only 4 lasa- Sharon Smith, and Pastor
gna pans at one time, so after
Mary Montei Clark. Special
the first 4 cooked, we decided thanks to Jeny Williams for
to freeze the rest since everysharing her recipe and to
thing was cooked in them.
Mary Mastrangelo for taking
me to Costco.
Of course, things happen, and
one of the aluminum pans
Please don’t forget, howfolded and landed on the clean ever, we still need your help
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on Friday evening, August
19, and Saturday, August 20,
for the Presbytery meeting.
We will host and serve
between 75 and 100 people.
If you have not already
signed up to help, you
can call or text me at
(251) 767-9738 or
(251) 665-4900 or email me at
awroebuck@comcast.net.
Thanks ahead of time for
your help.

Below (L-R): Al Drinovsky,
Sharon Crenshaw

Left (L-R): Al Drinovsky, Sharon Crenshaw • Below (L-R): Kathy
Taylor, Pastor Mary Montei Clark

Below (L-R): Sharon Smith, Sue Drinovsky, Al Drinovsky, Sharon
Crenshaw • Photos by Aggie Roebuck
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graduates
Joshua Andrews and Kelsey Fredelake
By Nedra Bloom
Providence’s two newest
high school graduates are
starting on their paths
toward very different
careers.
Joshua Andrews, who
just graduated from Davidson High School, is headed
to the Naval Academy
Preparatory School in
Newport, RI—the first step
toward the Naval Academy
in Annapolis and a career as
a Navy or Marine officer.
Yes, he says, he is following
in the footsteps of his older
brother John Curtis, now a
Marine 1st Lieutenant stationed in Pensacola.
Kelsey Fredelake, who
just graduated from the
Alabama School of Math
and Science, is headed to
the University of Alabama
at Birmingham—the first
step toward a career as a
teacher of English as a second language.
At Davidson, Josh played
baseball and was a member
of Key Club and the
National Honor Society,
and he was active in Boy
Scouts until recently.
At ASMS, Kelsey was active
in peer tutoring and, while a
junior, helped organize the

school party for that year’s
senior girls. She also worked
on a project to supply prosthetic hands.
Both Josh and Kelsey have
been at Providence since
they were babies. Josh
remembers years’ worth of
Vacation Bible School and
yard sales. Kelsey has good
memories of the different
pastors who have served the
church and the many people
who taught different programs and classes.
Pinetreat is a fond memory,
too.
And they remember the
other kids who have been
part of their Providence age
group—Ian and Savannah
Kriner; Amy Westerberg,
who’s just a year older; and
Dean Gross—whom both
liked even though he wasn’t
part of Providence for a long
time.
Both expect to miss family—
and Kelsey will miss the
family dog, Brandi, too—
but both are looking
forward to this new stage.
“Meeting new people and
seeing a different part of
the world” is intriguing
for Josh while Kelsey
looks forward to “new
(See “Graduates” on page 8)
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(“Graduates,” from page 7)
opportunities and new
experiences.”
As they move ahead,
both have given some
thought to the kind of
church they might like
to find in their new lives.
Josh looks for something
“close knit, like family.”
Kelsey hopes to find a
church that’s “small and
welcoming.”

Photos by Ken Gadomski
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By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
In July the troop kayaked the
Coosa River in Wetumka, AL.
The boys had fun and some
spent a lot of time in the water
trying to figure out how to stay
on top of the kayak as opposed
to below it!
A few scouts attended a second summer camp in North
Georgia. While we were fighting the heat and mosquitoes,
they were enjoying the mid 70s
in the evenings, nights, and
early morning. They also
rafted on a white water river.

have received training for
their new position. They will
complete their training in
March of 2017 with two
weekend campouts for
adults. This will be intensive
training that will help the
new scoutmasters learn their
job and how to work effectively with the scouts.
As you can see, your troop is
active and having fun. We
thank you for the support
you provide and for the use
of the church facilities.

August will be a month of service projects to help an elementary school. The scouts
will be edging flower beds and
pulling grass to make the
property look nice for the
beginning of the school year.
In addition, the troop will
camp at Flint River Water Park
in Wiggins, MS.
The water park has numerous
water slides, a lake for canoeing/kayaking, and fishing.
The adults will cook for the
scouts on this campout to give
them a break from cooking
and washing dishes.
The troop will start its annual
popcorn sales in mid August.
Many of the scouts use this
fund raiser to help cover the
cost of troop activities. You
will have an opportunity to
buy some of this awesome
popcorn.
Over the last 4 months, five
new assistant scoutmasters
• page 10 •
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Providence
t-shirts
We are ordering
Providence
t-shirts. There
are three colors
to choose from
—Denim, chili, and moss.
Cost is $15 for
most sizes, $17
for 2X, and $18
for 3X (based
on a minimum
order of 50 t-shirts).
If you would
like to purchase
one or more
t-shirts, sign
up on the order
sheet on the bulletin board
in the hallway.
We would like to have these
available by the Presbytery
meeting on August 19/20.
If you have any questions,
contact Roxanne Smith.

VÉÇwÉÄxÇvxá
To Dale, Cecilia,
and Joey Estes
On the death of Dale’s
mother, Helen Estes,
on June 19, 2016

W

Volunteers–AUGUST 2016

orshIP

MARY MASTRANGELO, Elder
Date

Liturgist

Aug 7

Graham Hayes

Aug 14

Barry South

Aug 21

Don Bloom

Aug 28

Communion
Intinction
Nedra Bloom
Aggie Roebuck

Laura Anderson
Graham Hayes
Barry South
Jerry Williams

Don Bloom

Ushers

PowerPoint

/

Sound Nursery

Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Patty Scott
Joan Rommes

Bill Berry
Myrna Andrews
Sharon Crenshaw

Ann Bosarge
Aggie Roebuck
Mary Mastrangelo
Jude Mosley

Curtis Andrews
Joan Rommes
Dodi Berry

Bob Ellis
Donna Ellis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor

Blake Stanley
Sue Drinovsky
Sharon Crenshaw

Jude Mosley
Mary Mastrangelo
Kathy Taylor
Debbie McLendon
Les Taylor
Myrna Andrews
Buddy Scott

The caller of the month (Sue Drinovsky) will contact each server. If you cannot serve on your scheduled day,
please let the caller know. You can also contact Worship Elder Mary Mastrangelo at (251) 602-1993 or
(251) 786-0039.

g{tÇ~ lÉâ
July 8, 2016
To the Pastor and Members of Providence Presbyterian Church,
Thank you for your ongoing prayers for
our family in Durham, NC, and for our
sister, Naomi Turner, and our brotherin-law, Warren Turner, in Mobile.
Due to the health crisis we all have, we
are unable to travel, and we thank you
for your love and kind deeds.
God bless everyone of you.
Our love,

July 27, 2016
Dear Providence Presbyterian Church
Members:
Firstly, I want to thank you all for allowing my
scout troop to spend the night at your church as
we were driving from our summer camp location in North Carolina back home. Being that
far away from Houston, we had to make the
trip in two days. Secondly, I want specially to
thank you for believing in us as “a Scout is
Trustworthy” and leaving us alone in your
church that night. Everybody did quite well
sleeping on the floor. Scouts are tough! If your
troop ever goes to Philmont and you are going
through Houston, let us know and we will help
in any way we can.
You have a beautiful church, and we left it
intact. Thanks again for your warm hospitality!

Constance Sartor Walker; James Sartor;
Jr.; Carolyn Sartor Brewer; Frederick
Sartor; Frank Walker
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Yours in scouting, Jim Mueller, Assistant
Scoutmaster, “The Old Guy,” Troop 652

August 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

Thursday

3

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

Sharon Smith

14
8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Grove
Ricky Bolton

9
7:00 pm
Choir

Amy Fletcher
Messer
Emmett
Proudfoot

First Day of
School
(MCPSS)

15
Curtis Andrews
Les Taylor

10

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

11

16

17
7:00 pm
Choir

18
5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry

23

24

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

7:00 pm
Choir

Mina Bolton

Linda
Proudfoot

19
9:00–11:30 am
Food Pantry
11:30 am
Evangelical
Missions Team
meeting

20
8:00 am-1:15 pm
Presbytery
meeting

5:00-9:00 pm
Presbytery
meeting

25

26

5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry

27
7:00 am-4:00 pm
McKemie Place
Safe Haven

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

28
7:00 am-4:00 pm
McKemie Place Safe
Haven

13
Pam Fredelake
Leon Paige

Katrina
Westerberg

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

22

6

12

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

21

5
10:30 am
Worship Team
Meeting

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Wedding Shower for Myra
Roebuck & Nick Bookins
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Grove
Donald South

Saturday

4
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

8

7
8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Grove

Friday

29
5:30 pm
Girl Scouts

30
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

31
7:00 pm
Choir

Lucky Esneul

8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship (Ordination/
Installation of New Elders)
10:45 am
Sunday School
10:45 am
Session Meeting
11:00 am
The Grove

1
5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting
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2
10:30 am
Worship Team
Meeting

3
Barry South

hen

Serving food for Faith By Works at Bethlahem [sic] Baptist Church in
Grand Bay, AL • (L-R) Debbie Simmons, Jessi Gadomski, Linda Crossley,
Gene Crossley, Mary Mastrangelo • June 1, 2010 • Photo by Ken
Gadomski
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