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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

Pastor’s message

Let’s claim that confidence
I thank my God every time I
remember you, 4 constantly
praying with joy in every one of
my prayers for all of you,
because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until
now. I am confident of this, that
the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus
Christ.—Philippians
1:3–6

During the years I worked as
the director of Women’s
Ministries in the Reformed
Church, I traveled a great
deal to women’s conferences
and events. Often I would be
asked to bring greetings or
speak, and I would always
go to this scripture.
What I love about these
verses is that in them, we
meet Paul. We know by

reading his words
to his friends in the
church in
Philippi that he
cares for them and
believes in their
future. His words to
the ancient church
continue to ring true

to this church today. God
loves you . . . deeply . . . and
believes in your future.

Hong Kong and other places
around the world today. We
are connected to others immediately through new technolToday, we can say with con- ogy, allowing people to share
fidence that the future will
information and new ideas in
look different than what we ways we never imagined.
expected 25 years ago. The
world has changed dramati- And change has driven
cally in many ways, and the business also. Even the timechurch as we knew it has
honored businesses of Texaco,
been losing ground. It’s a
Sears Roebuck, and
whole new world out there, Goodyear . . . household
and what worked in the
names we all have known for
1990s may no longer be
years . . . were dropped from
relevant.
the Dow Jones index and
replaced with technology
Let’s look at a few examples: companies like Microsoft,
how many of you had a cell Intel, and Hewlett-Packard.
phone during the 1990s?
The fabric of how we live has
Could you have imagined
dramatically changed.
then what your phone can
do for you now? The old
We’re at the beginning of
comic book hero Dick Tracy something new . . . call it a
had a wristwatch that he
start-up culture if you want . . .
spoke into . . . remember
others call it “postmodern.”
that? So there were some
What’s important is to not run
creative imaginations back
from the changes but embrace
then, but for the most part,
them in the name of Christ.
we had no idea where technology would take us.
Now, you may resist this
thinking, and that’s OK . . .
Imagine changing a govern- we’ll call you a “hold-out” to
ment through social media! this view. There are also other
That’s what is happening in (See “Confidence” on page 2)
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(“Confidence,” from page 1)

He believes “a movement
away from the world to God
descriptive names for those
is followed by a movement
who resist. There are the
back to the world as we love
“keep-outs,” those are the peowhat God loves and do what
ple who hunker in the bunker;
Jesus did.”
the “move-outs,” who relocate
and hide in nostalgic yearning
It’s in this double listening—
for the status quo; and then
first to God and then to the
there are the “close-outs,” who
world—that the Holy Spirit
simply toss in the towel and
can creatively use us. We lisadmit defeat.
ten to the world with a
newspaper in one hand and
As Leonard Sweet suggests,
we lean into God with the
we need to be in the “reachother. In other words, we
out” strategy that responds
need to know what’s going
creatively to the new world. In
on in the world . . . in light of
his book Postmodern Pilgrims,
the Bible. Success in the
Sweet attempts to show the
future for the church won’t
church “how to camp in the
be measured by the size of
future in the light of the past.”
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the building or budget. It
will be measured by its creativity and imagination,
gifts given to God’s church
so that we can “reach out” to
the people and community
right here on Schillinger
Road.
Paul clearly loves the people
he’s writing to . . . and we
love him for saying it so
well. And he also has great
confidence that God will
complete what He has
started in them. Let’s claim
that confidence for ourselves
as we continue to challenge
our imaginations and creativity to reach out to our
neighbors.
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Joan Rommes, Elder
Providence’s Christmas gift mission
Fill the children with kindness, wisdom,
and love. Then shall they learn to live in
peace. Blessed is the Lord, Teacher of
Peace.—From a Jewish Liturgy
Last year was such a success and
blessing, not only for families in
need, but also for the Providence
congregation. Experiencing the
delight of the children and their
families as they received Christmas gifts and last year exemplified the true Spirit of Christmas.

with information about each
family and their Christmas wishes.
Church members may partner with
each other (or a group/organization)
to sponsor one of the families, or a
family may select to provide
individually.
Please consider helping one of
these local families during this
season of giving.
Contact Joan Rommes
at (653-4308 or
buttonsjpr@bellsouth.
net) for additional
information.

Once again the Evangelical
Mission Team has decided
to have the Christmas Angel
Tree to provide Christmas
gifts for seven needy
families identified
through the Food
Ministry and Social
Services.

Merry Christmas!

There will soon
be a small
Christmas
tree in the
back of the
Sanctuary
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Joan Rommes, Elder
Now more than ever . . . the Presbyterian Home for Children needs our support
homeless Alabama children
since 1868 and is struggling
to continue this mission.

The Presbyterian Home for
Children needs our support
now more than ever.
Through this ministry, Alabama Presbyterians have
borne testimony to the fact
that we heard Jesus when he
said, “Inasmuch as you have
done it unto the least of
these, you have done it unto
me.”
Today, a weak economy,
dwindling State and Federal
funds, and other outside factors have lead to the closing
of similar programs all over make a difference in the life
the country while the need is of a child.
growing. The time is now to

Through Sunday, November 16, donations will be
accepted to help the Home.
Your gifts make it possible
for these children to feel
the warm healing of nurturing love and be reminded
that they are indeed God’s
children.

The Presbyterian Home for
Children has provided care to
orphaned, neglected, and

A collection container will
be in the Narthex. For more
information contact Joan
Rommes (653-4308 or
buttonsjpr@bellsouth.net).

Thank you, Providence, from the Bay Area Food Bank
On behalf of the board and
staff of Bay Area Food Bank,
thank you for supporting us
for the last few weeks in the
Fight Hunger Spark Change
campaign. We know you are
very busy, and it means a lot
to us that you took the time
out of your day to vote.

impoverished and rural
counties.

and tips for shopping on a
tight budget.

It will also allow us to start
Cooking Matters workshops. These workshops
help clients who are foodinsecure gain exposure to
fresh foods, nutritional recipes, tips on reading labels,

This will help immensely for
the 1 in 6 people along the
Central Gulf Coast who don’t
know where their next meal
will come from. Again, thank
you for your support and
votes!

By being one of the top 50
food banks with the most
votes, we secured a $60,000
grant! This grant will allow
us to provide 335,000
pounds of food to our most
• page 4 •

The Bay Area Food Bank is
made up of the Main Branch,
located in Theodore, AL; the
Panhandle Branch, located in
Milton, FL; and the Mississippi
Office, located in Gulfport, MS.
Together these 3 branches distribute over 16 million pounds
of food annually to the 24county service area through the
Food Bank’s many programs,
including Child Nutrition,
Community Garden, Mobile
Pantry, and Disaster Relief.
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This is the day the Lord has
made. Let us rejoice and be
glad in it!!
What a perfect day for chili
November 1 turned out to
be—cold and windy with a
temperature around 38° at
8:00 am during the setup.
We transformed the side
yard into a class act for
serving chili, cupcakes,
cookies, drinks and—with
the weather change—coffee
and hot chocolate. The
picnic tables were perfect
between the two rows for
the 14 chilis. Providence’s
Praise Band played as the
clown (Donnie Garner)
mingled with the crowd.
The kids and I got our face
painted while others colored
at the children’s table.

llowship

Elder

And the winners
were . . .
 First Place—Smart
Choice Chili
(Stephanie Powell/
Trustmark National
Bank)
 Second Place (Tie)—
Bell’s Best Chili (Shelli
Bell/Roberts Brothers)
and Dutch Oven Chili
(Boy Scout Troop 292)
 Third Place (Tie)—West
of the Mississippi Chili
(Jerry Williams), Finnegans’ Chili (Hurd and
Irene Finnegan), and
Tex-Mex Chili (Leslie
Hayes Rey/Providence
Presbyterian Church)
 People’s Choice—Chickasaw Chili (Chickasaw
Civic Theatre)

Of course, we
were all winners.
We were there for the community, and we raised
$748.35 for McKemie Place.
(Chili and donations brought
in $556.00 while we made
$193.35 on drinks, cupcakes,
and cookies.) Providence
Farms also raised $23.00 for
our hunger ministries.

doctor
friends from Greater Mobile
Urgent Care, next door.
Another big thank you to the
Providence family and
friends that made this event
possible.

Big thank you’s
A big thank you to the
judges—Howard Rudolph,
Bob English, and one of our
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Below left (L): Pastor Mary
Montei Clark, Aggie Roebuck •
Below left: Aiden Messer
ponders whose chili is best

Top left (L-R): Emmett Proudfoot, Bob Ellis, Barry South • Top
right (clockwise from right): Laura Fletcher, Jimmy Roebuck,
Steve Crenshaw, Donnie Garner, Adria Mosley, Makki Mosley,
Jessi Gadomski (partially hidden) • Above left (L-R): Graham
Hayes, Jo Hayes • Above right: Judges • Below: Christine South,
Frank Rey • Right (L-R): Bob Ellis, Donna Ellis
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Top left: First-place winner
Stephanie Powell (R); Top
right (clockwise from top
left): Second-place winners
Jerry Williams and Shelli
Bell, one of Shelli’s helpers,
Steve Crenshaw, Les Taylor,
Jimmy Roebuck • Left and
right: Third-place winners
Boy Scout Troop 292 •
Bottom left (L-R) Third-place
winner Leslie Hayes Rey
(Providence Presbyterian)
with Sharon Smith • Bottom
right (L-R): Al Drinovsky,
third-place winners Hurd
and Irene Finnegan, Amy
Fletcher Messer
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Top left (L-R): People’s
Choice Award winners
Steve Alsip, Angie
Wilkie, Chris Cox,
Diana Cox (Chickasaw
Civic Theatre) • Top
right (L-R): Alton
Landry, E. A. Keeble,
Chris Cox (cast of
Chickasaw Civic
Theatre’s Driving Miss
Daisy) • Above left
(L-R) Sharon Crenshaw,
Pam Garner, Skip
Garner • Above center:
Stuart Clark (Cottage
Hill Presbyterian) •
Above right (L-R):
Cindy Raby, Joey Raby
(Grace Presbyterian) •
Left: Joshua Andrews
(Davidson High School
Baseball) • Right: Pastor
Mary Montei Clark (R)
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Top left (L-R): Amy Fletcher Messer, Aiden Messer • Top center (L-R): Pam Fredelake, Jeny
Williams • Top right (L-R): Donnie Garner, Laura Fletcher • Left: Donnie Garner • Above
(L-R): Sue Forsyth, Jeny Williams, Les Taylor • Below left (L-R): Suzie Layton (Grace
Presbyterian Church), Adria Mosley • Below (L-R): Aggie Roebuck, Suzie Layton • Photos
by Laura Anderson and Steve Alsip
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Saturday • October 11 • 7:00–11:00 am

Thanks to Barry South for washing the mildew from the sanctuary
wall and ceiling • Bob Ellis, Ken Gadomski, and Emmett Proudfoot
helped prepare the area and “spot” Barry • Photos by Ken Gadomski
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Sweet olive planted in memory of Tom Fletcher
At its September meeting, the Session voted to plant a tree
or bush on the church property in memory of long-time
member and elder Tom Fletcher, who died August 15.
Laura Fletcher selected a sweet olive, which the men of
the church planted on October 11.

Top left (clockwise from front): Emmett Proudfoot, Bob Ellis, Barry
South • Top right and bottom left: Barry South • Photos by Ken
Gadomski
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By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster

arrow, and tried their skill at
slingshots.

October was a very busy
month with popcorn sales
and the shooting sports
campout. Those scouts who
participated in the shooting
campout had fun and
learned about firearm safety
and the sport of target shooting. They fired 22 caliber
rifles, shot skeet, fired black
powder rifles, shot bow and

November will be another
awesome month of camping
at Camp Tiak, where the
boys will be on the “ropes”
course. This activity will be
fun and challenging. The
scouts will climb to heights
of 30 feet and must jump
from a platform with their
safety harness catching
them.

They will also repel and
carry out activities at heights
of 20-30 feet while standing
on a 1'x1' platform. These
activities move scouts out of
their comfort zone and help
them gain confidence and
fight their fears.
A scout recently told the
scoutmaster that he was no
longer afraid to speak up or
speak in front of others
because of his scouting
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experience. Another scout conveyed his appreciation for the
Sunday service on the
campouts.
It is great to hear these comments. You, the members of
Providence Presbyterian
Church, can be proud of the
difference you make as the
chartering organization for the
troop. Thanks!
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Session Activities
Ken Gadomski, Clerk of Session
August 20, 2014,
Session eMeeting
 Approved a motion to
allow Bettina Kelson to
use the church to teach
group sewing classes for
children ages 8-13.

September 21,
2014, Stated
Session Meeting
 Approved a motion to
approve the minutes of
the July 13, 2014, Congregational Meeting and the
August 17, 2014, Stated
Session Meeting.
 Received the Presbytery
of Alabama’s “Fair Share
Askings for 2015” letter
and passed it on to the
Stewardship Elder for
consideration when compiling Providence’s 2015
budget.
 Discussed personnel
matters.
 Were informed by Pastor
Mary Montei Clark that
the Providence Town
Hall Meeting Team—
Pastor Mary, Lucky
Esneul, Pam Fredelake,
and Jerry Williams—will
review the list of topics
generated by the congregation at the September
14 Town Hall Meeting
with Presbytery of South
Alabama Executive Presbyter Samford Turner on
September 24.
 Were informed by Pastor
Mary Montei Clark that

the Rev. Stuart Clark
would be conducting the
wedding of Providence
visitors Samantha
Portenga and Ryan
O’Dell at Gulf Shores on
Saturday, October 11.
 Were informed that Pastor Mary Montei Clark
will be scheduling a New
Members Class, beginning in November.
 Reviewed the church
calendar.
 Reviewed the August
Treasurer’s Report.
 Affirmed Laura
Fletcher’s request that
monetary memorials sent
to Providence for Tom
Fletcher should be put
toward the music fund.
 Discussed how to gather
input for the 2015
budget.
 Received Building and
Grounds Elder Emmett
Proudfoot’s written
report.
 Were informed that
Stewardship Elder
Christine South plans
to review Providence’s
insurance policy and
deductible.
 Agreed to schedule an
all-church, inside/outside workday for
Saturday, October 11;
members of The Grove
will also be invited.
 Were informed that
Building and Grounds

Elder Emmett Proudfoot
will ask Jeremy Hunt to
bush hog the woods
again this fall to keep
down the undergrowth.
 Approved a motion to
pursue purchase of a
new, less-expensive,
vinyl sign (to be shared
with The Grove), in lieu
of the more expensive
sign discussed earlier
this year, to replace the
deteriorating sign currently in front of the
church.
 Discussed the need for
better housekeeping by
everyone using the
church throughout the
week.
 Noted that the speakers
in the Narthex, Discipletown, and the Nursery
need to be rewired.
 Received Communication Elder Ken
Gadomski’s written
report.
 Were reminded by Communication Elder Ken
Gadomski of the October
newsletter deadline.
 Were reminded by Communication Elder Ken
Gadomski about the
great job Administrative
Assistant Amy Fletcher
Messer does on the worship bulletin each week.
 Received Discipleship
Elder Barry South’s written report.
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 Were informed by Discipleship Elder Barry
South that the Wednesday night discipleship
program FIRED UP is
going well.
 Were informed by Discipleship Elder Barry
South that the new adult
Sunday School class is
also going well.
 Were informed by Discipleship Elder Barry
South that Linda Payne
has purchased princess/
prince materials for the
new 3-5-year-old Sunday
School class she is
teaching.
 Were informed by Discipleship Elder Barry
South that Linda Payne
has requested assistance
teaching the Discipletown class since she is
also doing the 3-5-yearold Sunday School class.
 Received Evangelical
Missions Elder Joan
Rommes’ written report.
 Were reminded by Evangelical Missions Elder
Joan Rommes that Providence will host the
McKemie Place Safe
Haven on SaturdaySunday, September
27-28; Spring Hill Presbyterian has agreed to
furnish all of the meals
on Saturday; Providence
will do breakfast and The
Grove will do lunch on
Sunday.
(See “Session” on page 17)

news
from
 Saturday, November 1
– Providence Chili
Cookoff—ALL invited
 Sunday, November 2
– 11:00 am—Service
– Backpack ministry—
Oatmeal, grits, cereal
bars collection
– Operation Christmas
Child shoebox
collection
– 3:45 pm—FPU early
class/graduation
– 5:00 pm—Annual
bonfire—ALL invited
 Thursday, November 6
– 11:00 am—Backpack
Ministry—Pack/
distribute
(“Session,” from page 16)
 Were informed by Evangelical Missions Elder
Joan Rommes that Pastor
Mary has been discussing the possibility of
Providence doing an
Angel Tree this Christmas for Anne Place
residents with Anne
Place Property Manager
Tammy Stalcup.
 Discussed the logistics
of the West Mobile
(WeMo) Chili Cookoff,
scheduled for Saturday,
November 1.

the

grove

By Nancy Bowen

 Sunday, November 9
– 11:00 am—Service
– Backpack ministry—
Mac and cheese
collection
– Operation Christmas
Child shoebox
collection

– Last Day-Operation
Christmas Child shoe
box collection
– 12:30 pm—Green House
volunteer luncheon
– 5:15 pm—Youth

– 5:15 pm—Youth
 Wednesday, November 12
– McKemie Place—
Serve our ladies dinner
 Thursday, November 13
– 11:00 am—Backpack
Ministry—Pack/
distribute
 Sunday, November 16
– 11:00 am—Service

– Backpack ministry—
Canned tuna/chicken
collection

 Thursday, November 20
– 11:00 am—Backpack
Ministry—Pack/
distribute
 Sunday, November 23
– 11:00 am—Service
– Backpack ministry—
1 lb bag of dried beans
collection

 Tuesday, November 25
– 11:00 am—Backpack
Ministry—Pack/
distribute
 Sunday, November 30
– 11:00 am—Service
– Backpack ministry—
Canned fruit collection
– 5:15 pm—Youth

– 5:15 pm—Youth

 Were informed that Nur-  Agreed to invite Interim
Worship Team Leader
ture Elder Sharon Smith
Mary Mastrangelo to
has scheduled a breakfast
attend Session meetings as
meeting for the shepa non-voting member
herds on Saturday,
while Worship Elder Don
October 4, and that she
Bloom is in Phoenix
has replaced two
this fall.
shepherds who can
no longer serve.
 Were informed by
Elder Ken
 Received
Gadomski, a
Stewardship
member of
Elder Chris
the 25th AnniSouth’s written report.
versary Committee,
that the Committee
 Were reminded that
plans a six-month
the annual stewardanniversary celebraship campaign is
tion, kicked off by the
scheduled for
WeMo Chili Cookoff
November.
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on Saturday, November
1. Providence’s first worship service on
November 5, 1989, will
be commemorated during worship on the
following day with special music and messages
from former pastors and
interim pastors. Other
activities are scheduled
for the following months,
culminating in a special
worship celebration on
Pentecost, May 24, 2015,
commemorating Providence’s official
chartering on Pentecost,
June 3, 1990.

Thoughts on thanks
 “Gratitude can transform
common days into
Thanksgiving, turn routine jobs into joy, and
change ordinary opportunities into blessings.”
—William Arthur Ward
 “The roots of all goodness lie in the soil of
appreciation for goodness.”—Dalai Lama
 “Be thankful for what
you have; you’ll end up
having more. If you concentrate on what you
don’t have, you will
never, ever have
enough.”—Oprah
Winfrey
 “When I started counting
my blessings, my whole
life turned around.”
—Willie Nelson
 “Appreciation can change
a day, even change a life.
Your willingness to put it
into words is all that is
necessary.”—Margaret
Cousins

 “If a fellow isn’t thankful
for what he’s got, he isn’t
likely to be thankful for
what he’s going to get.”
—Frank W. Clark

 “If you are really thankful, what do you do? You
share.”—W. Clement
Stone

 “Look at everything as
though you were seeing it
for the first or the last time,
then your time on earth
will be filled with glory.”
—Betty Smith

 “Make it a habit to tell
 “When you give and carry
people thank you. To
 “There are only two ways
out acts of kindness, it’s as
express your appreciato live your life. One is as
though something inside
tion sincerely and
though nothing is a mirayour body responds and
without the expectation
cle. The other is as though
says, ‘Yes, this is how I
of anything in return.
everything is a miracle.”
ought to feel.’”—Rabbi
Truly appreciate those
—Albert Einstein
Harold Kushner
around you, and you’ll
soon find many others
 “The thankful receiver
around you. Truly apprebears a plentiful harciate life, and you’ll find
vest.”—William Blake

W

orshIP
DON BLOOM, Elder

November worship volunteers
Contributed by Mary Mastrangelo
Date
2

Liturgist
Jerry Williams

Condolences
To Buddy and Dee
Low

that you have more of
it.”—Ralph Marston

Communion

Ushers

Intinction

Bill Berry

Linda Payne
Aggie Roebuck

Buck Bolton
Joan Rommes

Nursery
Myrna Andrews

Amy Westerberg
9

Jerry Williams

Ann Bosarge
Aggie Roebuck

 On the death of
Buddy’s sister-in-law.

Amy Westerberg

Buddy Low
Mary Mastrangelo
16

23

Barry South

Ken Gadomski

Marlene Taylor

Pam Garner
Emmett Proudfoot

Les Taylor
Bob Ellis

Pam Fredelake

TBA

Barry South

Al Drinovsky
Debbie McLendon

Sue Drinovsky

Kathy Taylor

Myrna Andrews
TBA
30

Bethany Andrews

TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
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TBA

November 2014
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

11:00 am1:30 pm
1st Annual
We Mo Chili
Cookoff

8:20 am
Morning Pra yer
9:15 am
Worship—25th
Annive rsary Kicko ff
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Gro ve
Barbara Fitzpatrick
Marlene Tay lor

2

8:20 am
Morning Pra yer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Gro ve
Josh Mosley

4

5:15-7:00 pm
FIRED UP

5

6

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

7

11:00 am
Wo rship Te am
mee ting

8

11:00 am
New members
class

7:00 pm
Choir

9

8:20 am
Morning Pra yer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Gro ve

6:30 pm
Boy Sco uts

5:45 pm
Administration
Tea m mee ting

8:20 am
Morning Pra yer
9:15 am
Worship
10:30 am
Co ngregatio nal me eting
10:45 am
Town Hall me eting
11:00 am
The Gro ve
Sharon Crensha w
My ra Roebuck

8:20 am
Morning Pra yer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
10:45 am
Session Mee ting
11:00 am
The Gro ve

3

5:30 pm
Girl Sco uts

6:30 pm
Boy Sco uts

11

Adria Mosley

12

14

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

10:00–11:00 am
Food Pantry

5:30 pm
McKe mie Place
(The Grov e)

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

11:00 am
Evangelical
Missions Team
mee ting

15

11:00 am
New members
class

Renee Knowles

17

5:30 pm
Ro nald
McDonald
Ho use

24

6:30 pm
Boy Sco uts

18

25

6:30 pm
Boy Sco uts

19

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:00 pm
Choir

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

26

Jessi
Ga domski

1

6:30 pm
Boy Sco uts

2

20

5:15-7:00 pm
FIRED UP

7:00 pm
Choir

27

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

21

28

22

11:00 am
New members
class

29

11:00 am
New members
class

Church office
closed

3

4

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting
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Buddy Low

Thanksgiv ing

5:30 pm
Girl Sco uts

30

13

5:15-7:00 pm
FIRED UP

7:00 pm
Choir

16

23

10

5

10:00 am
Wo rship Te am
mee ting

Bill Berry

6

Community Fall Festival • November 3, 2007 • Left: Jerry Williams •
Right: Meg Hannon stenciling Jeny Williams’ face

emember hen
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