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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

For the last several years, 
especially since coming to 
Providence and providing 
your pastoral leadership, 
I’ve wondered about the 
need for people to find com-
munity and a feeling of 
being connected, especially 
in a world that is more and 
more disconnected from 
each other. 

I’ve determined that in our 
present culture there is no 
better place for someone to 
find that sense of belonging 
. . . that connection . . . than 
in a small congregation! 

That would be us . . . until 
we reach about 200 people in 
worship, we’re considered a 
small church. If that hap-
pens here, we will have to 
make a few adjustments. For 
now, I want to celebrate who 
we are as the people of God. 
So let’s look at a few of the 
attributes that only a small 
church can offer. 

 First, we can do things large 
churches can’t. What do I 
mean by that? Think about 
the yard sale we had for 

Kortlan Weitzel to raise 
money for his heart surgery. 
His mother, Ashley, asked 
if she could have it here; 
the Session said yes 
immediately. She appealed 
to all of you for help . . . 
and you all came through 
with items to sell and 
volunteer hours. 

That would not have hap-
pened in a large congrega-
tion because if you allow one 
person to do it, then you 
have to say yes to the next 
request. Is that a bad thing? 
No, because that big, mega-
church gives our community 
many things we can’t. 

Think of the megachurch as 
the cathedral of days past. 
Big events . . . world-
renowned speakers . . . 
missional projects with 
lots of zeros on the dollar 
amount collected and shared 
with the needy of our world. 

Everything is big—the cam-
pus is big, the staff is big, the 
projects are big. But that cre-
ates its own problems; pas-
tors are called to manage 
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“systems,” schedules shift to 
leadership training, promo-
tion, and administration. 
Very few pastors entered the 

ministry because they felt 
called to develop and manage 
systems; most of us were 
called to pastor people, to be a 
shepherd. Even the word 
“shepherd” that Christ used 
comes from those shepherd-
ing/pastoring terms. 

 Karl Vaters, the author of 
The Grasshopper Myth, sug-
gests that when Jesus Christ 
stated, “I will build my 

church,” what he had in 
mind wasn’t a world filled 
with grand cathedrals and 
megachurches. 

What if the current break-
down of 90% small churches 
(See “No better” on page 2)

“

.“
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The caller of the month will contact each server. If you cannot serve on your scheduled day, please let the caller 
know. You can also contact Worship Elder Karen Ball (412) 478-1742. 

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers PowerPoint  / Sound Nursery

Nov 4 Graham Hayes Pam Fredelake
Bob Ellis

Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Debbie Simmons
Renee Knowles

Roxanne Smith

Curtis Andrews

Myrna Andrews
Linda Proudfoot

Nov 11 Graham Hayes — Stacy Henry
Bill Berry, Sr.
Barbara Berry
Jude Mosley

Bill Berry

Kenny South

Alecia South
Carmon Sturgill

Nov 18 John Baxter Laura Anderson
Ken Gadomski
Nedra Bloom
Graham Hayes

Bob Ellis
Donna Ellis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor

Pam Fredelake

Blake Stanley

Sue Drinovsky

Nov 25 John Baxter — Jude Mosley
Debbie McLendon/
Becky Baker
Myrna Andrews

Mary Mastrangelo

Sharon Crenshaw

Carla Massey

November worship volunteers

Providence Presbyterian 
Church
(251) 633–9701

www.providence-pc.org
office@providence-pc.org

Mary Montei Clark, Pastor
Bob Ellis, Treasurer
Laura Fletcher Wilson, Director of 

Music Ministries
Pam Fredelake, Bookkeeper
Amy Fletcher Messer, 

Administrative Assistant
Henry Clark, Discipletown Worker
Praise Band—Steve Crenshaw 

(Bass), Tony Bowers (Guitar), 
Doug Redmond (Guitar), Jimmy 
Roebuck (Percussion)

Boy Scout Troop 292 Liaison
Robert Stanley

Newsletter Editor
Ken Gadomski

Shepherd Program Coordinator 
Dodi Berry

Session
Laura Anderson

Fellowship
Becky Baker

Evangelical Missions
Karen Ball

Worship
Dodi Berry

Nurture
Steve Crenshaw

Administration &
Communication

Pam Fredelake
Stewardship

Ken Gadomski
Discipleship

Leslie Hayes Rey
Clerk of Session

Barry South
Building & Grounds

Providence Press is published 
monthly by Providence Presby-
terian Church. Email articles to 
kengadomski@comcast.net. 

This month’s contributors:

n Laura Anderson
n Becky Baker
n Karen Ball
n Mary Montei Clark 
n Amy Fletcher Messer 
n Aggie Roebuck
n Laura Fletcher Wilson

to 10% medium . . . big . . . and mega-
churches, instead of being a problem to 
solve, is actually closer to what Jesus 
intended.

Maybe getting small churches to 
become big churches isn’t the 
answer to the problems 
that are stifling the 
growth of the west-
ern church in 
recent decades. 

After all, in the 
places where the 
church is growing 
the fastest, like in 
Latin America 
and Africa, new 
small churches 
are popping up all 
over the place. 
Sure, they have 

megachurches too, but the megachurches 
aren’t what’s fueling some of the greatest 

revivals the world has ever seen. It’s mostly 
happening in small churches. 

Perhaps what Jesus had in mind was a 
world littered with churches of all 

sizes, shapes, and styles to meet 
the needs of all sizes, shapes 

and styles.” 

I like the size, 
shape, and style 
of Providence, 

and with God’s help, 
we are becoming all 
He has designed us 
to be!

(“No better,” from page 1)
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Food Panty 
We served the following dur-
ing the Food Pantry distribu-
tion on Friday, October 19:

n Number of individuals: 83

n Number of children: 19

n Number of seniors: 35

n Number of new families: 7

Backpack Program
Students at O’Rourke Elemen-
tary received weekend meals 
through our backpack pro-
gram four times during 
October.

McKemie Place

On Sunday, October 28, 
16 members of Providence 
Church attended the Boots 
and Jazz Fundraiser Brunch 
for the benefit of McKemie 
Place. 

Speakers were David Rodgers 
from the Mobile Chamber of 
Commerce; Ruth Crosby, 
Executive Director of the First 
Light Shelter in Birmingham; 
and our own Pastor Mary 
Montei Clark, Vice President 
of the Board of Directors of 
McKemie Place. 

Presbyterian Home for 
Children

On Sunday, November 17, 
we will take an offering for 
the Presbyterian Home for 
Children in Talladega.

Pease consider this prayer-
fully. The Home provides 
housing for women and 
their children. The women 
are provided training and 
support to help them 
become independent. 

The Home also operates a 
school to provide opportuni-
ties for students to close the 
gaps in their education and 
to get them back on track 
towards graduation. 

McKemie Christmas

We will host the McKemie 
Place ladies for Christmas 
again this year. 

Please continue to collect 
small toiletries, such as 
soap, shampoo, tissues, 
hand sanitizer, and 
toothpaste/toothbrushes 
to give the ladies. Socks, 
face cloths, and small 
cosmetic bags are 
also requested. 

Monetary donations 
will also be accepted. It 
was suggested that we 

provide the ladies with bus 
passes. 

A box has been placed in 
the Narthex for 
donated items. 
Checks should 
be made out to 
Providence 
Presbyterian 
with a notation 
for McKemie 
Place. 

Also, a sign-up 
sheet will be 
placed in 

the Narthex for volunteer 
opportunities for the Christ-
mas Day meal for the 
McKemie ladies. 

Angel Tree

We will again provide 
Christmas presents for 
needy children through our 
Angel Tree. 

More information will be 
forthcoming.

Upcoming projects
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Laura Anderson, ElderLaura Anderson, Elder
Soupmaking—October 10, 2018

Above left (L-R): Les Taylor, Dodi Berry 
• Above (L-R): Laura Anderson, Rachel 
Baxter • Above right: Rachel Baxter • 
Left (L-R): Marlene Taylor, Renee 
Knowles • Right: Renee Knowles • 
Photos by Ken Gadomski and Aggie 
Roebuck
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Above left and right (L-R): Renee 
Knowles, Rachel Baxter, Marlene Taylor 
• Left: Marlene Taylor • Right: Renee 
Knowles • Below left: Aggie Roebuck • 
Below right: Renee Knowles, Marlene 
Taylor (hidden), Dodi Berry • Indian 
Corn Muffins, Turnip Green Soup, and 
Taco Soup recipes are on the next page
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Cooking Directions

1 Brown and drain the 
hamburger.

2 Put the hamburger in a 
gallon freezer bag.

3 Add all of the other 
ingredients.

4 Note: Do not drain the 
liquids from the cans 
before adding to the bag.

5 Seal and freeze.

Serving Directions

1 Thaw overnight in the 
refrigerator.

2 Heat on the stovetop 
until it comes to a boil.

Note: Simmering longer 
is not necessary, but it 
does add to the intensity 
of the flavor.

3 Serve with sour cream, 
shredded cheese, and 
corn chips.

Recipe for a Success-
ful Cooking Event
By Laura Anderson

Ingredients

n 1 skilled instructor

n 2 or more willing helpers

n Various food items and 
storage containers

Directions 

1 Find an expert cooking 
instructor—Rachel Baxter. 

2 Ask if she would be willing to 
help lead a team in preparing 
food for bereaved families or 
members who are ill. 

3 Rejoice in her affirmative 
answer. 

4 Get ingredients and have 
shopper extraordinaire, 
Dodi Berry, purchase the 
needed items. 

5 Set time for cooking 
ministry. 

6 Gather a willing team— 
Marlene Taylor, Les Taylor, 
Renee Knowles, Dodi 
Berry, Laura Anderson, 
and Aggie Roebuck. 

Footnote

Many thanks to all who partic-
ipated in this event and a spe-
cial thank you to Rachel Baxter 
for her leadership and her 
willingness to share the deli-
cious recipes. 

Turnip Green Soup

Ingredients

n 1 lb smoked sausage 
(Conecuh or Kelly’s)

n 1 lg bag frozen or fresh 
cut-up turnip greens

n 2 cans beans (black-eyed 
peas or white northern), 
drained and rinsed

n 1 pkg Knorr’s Vegetable 
soup mix

n 1 t sugar

n Tabasco to taste

Cooking Directions

1 Cut the sausage into bite-
sized pieces.

2 Brown the sausage in a 
stockpot.

3 Add the remaining 
ingredients.

4 Cook for 30 minutes.

Note: Leftovers freeze well.

Taco Soup

Ingredients

n 1 can pinto beans

n 1 can corn

n 1 can chili beans

n 1 can black beans

n 1 can diced tomatoes

n 1 lb hamburger

n 1 pkg taco seasoning

n 1 pkg dry ranch dressing mix

Indian Corn Muffins
Makes 12 muffins

Ingredients

n 1 c cornmeal

n 2 c sifted all-purpose flour

n 1 t salt

n 2½ t baking powder

n 1 c milk

n 2 eggs, beaten

n 2 T shortening, melted

Cooking Directions

1 Preheat the oven to 400º.

2 Sift the dry ingredients 
into a mixing bowl.

3 Combine the milk with 
the eggs and add them to 
the dry ingredients.

4 Add shortening and stir 
until blended.

5 Pour into muffin tins.

6 Bake for 20 minutes.
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Work Day—October 10, 2018

Building & Grounds

Left: Mary Mastrangelo • Above: Kathy 
Taylor • Right: Jennifer Parker • Below 
left: (L-R): Sharon Crenshaw, Steve 
Crenshaw • Below right: Steve 
Crenshaw • Photos by Ken Gadomski

Building & Grounds
Barry South, ElderBarry South, Elder
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Top left: Larry 
Simmons • Top 
right: Debbie 
Simmons • Above 
left (L-R): Sharon 
Crenshaw, Barry 
South, Grayson 
Wright, Nick 
Weitzel • Above 
right: Barry South
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Making new sheep—October 10, 2018

Above left: Leslie Hayes Rey • Above center (L-R): Bob 
Ellis, Graham Hayes • Above right (L-R): Robert Stanley, 
Blake Stanley, Bob Ellis, Graham Hayes • Left: Robert 
Stanley • Below (L-R): Ken Gadomski, Leslie Hayes Rey • 
Right: Leslie Hayes Rey • Photos by Laura Anderson and 
Ken Gadomski
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Yard Sale for Kortlan Weitzel—October 10, 2018

Above left: Debbie 
Jones • Above 
center (L-R): 
Maureen Weitzel 
and Miriam Weitzel 
with Belle • Above 
right: Spider Man 
greeting a shopper • 
Left (L-R) Joan 
Rommes and 
Ernestine Bates 
helping a customer 
• Right: Mary 
Mastrangelo 
staffing the silent 
auction • Photos by 
Laura Anderson 
and Ken Gadomski
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By Manny Russo, Troop 
Leader

October was a busy and fun 
month. It all started with a 
campout and the scouts 
canoed the Coosa River. 
Everyone had a blast and a 
few got wet! They now 
know not to stand up on a 
kayak! 

In addition to camping the 
troop sold popcorn and col-
lected food to donate to the 
“Feeding the Gulf Coast” 
food bank. A Scout is sup-
posed to be helpful. Hun-

dreds of pounds of food 
were collected. 

In addition to these activities 
the troop also elected their 
leadership for the next six 
months. The scouts elected 
their Senior Patrol Leader, 
Assistant Senior Patrol 
Leader, Patrol and assistant 
Patrol leaders for each of the 
8 patrols in the troop. 

In addition, scouts volun-
teered for numerous other 
positions such as Chaplain, 
Instructors, Quartermaster, 
and 8 other positions. A 

scout must have six months of 
holding a position successfully 
to advance to the three highest 
positions. Leadership is a 
focus of scouting. 

November will be a fun month 
as the troop will travel to Bir-
mingham to camp at Oak 
Mountain State Park. While at 
the park the scouts will take a 
10-mile hike and will ride 
bikes on the “competition 
BMX Bike race track.” 

This track host competition 
from over the south east. The 
track has hills, jumps, sharp 

curves, and a great chance of 
crashing and putting on 
band aids! 

The scouts are staying busy 
and enjoying the outdoor 
program of Boy Scouting. 
However, the purpose of 
these programs is to develop 
leadership skills, learn new 
skills, and just have fun. 

We could not do any of these 
activities without the sup-
port of PPC. We thank you 
for your support of the troop 
and the Scouting Program. 

Editor’s Note: From Worthy 
Devotions, August 20, 2018 
(worthydevotions.com); 
contributed by Laura 
Fletcher Wilson

I will bless the LORD at all 
times: His praise shall 
continually be in my mouth.
—Psalms 34:1

We got this email from a 
friend and laughed so hard 
we had to share it with you.

There once was a 
woman who woke 
up one morning, 
looked in the mirror, 
and saw that she had 
only three hairs on 
her head. 

“Great,” she said, “I 
think I’ll braid my 
hair today.”

So she did, and she had a 
wonderful day.

The next day she woke up, 
looked in the mirror, and 
saw that she had only two 
hairs on her head. 

“Hmm,” she said, “I guess 
I’ll part my hair down the 
middle.”

So she did, and she had a 
wonderful day.

The next day she woke up, 
looked in the mirror, and saw 
that she had only one hair left 
on her head.

“Wow,” she said, “today I get 
to wear my hair in a ponytail.”

So she did, and she had a won-
derful, wonderful day.

The next day she woke up, 
looked in the mirror and saw 

that there wasn’t a single 
hair on her head.

“Thank God!” she 
exclaimed. “I was running 
out of things to do with my 
hair!”

ATTITUDE is everything! 
Let’s be grateful for the 
things God has given us, 
press through for the King-
dom, and of course—have a 
wonderful day!

It’s all about attitude!
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November 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

2
10:30 am
Worship Team 
meeting

Barbara 
Fitzpatrick

Stephen 
Fitzpatrick

Marlene Taylor

3

4
9:15 am
Worship

10:45 am
Sunday School

11:00 am
Session Retreat

5
5:30 pm
Grove Small 
Group

6
2:00 pm
Closely Crafted

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

7
9:30 am
Exercise class

10:30 am
FIRED UP

6:00 pm
FIRED UP

7:00 pm
Choir

8
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

9
10:30 am
Worship Team 
meeting

Sharon 
Crenshaw

Myra Roebuck 
Brookins

10
Adria Mosley

11
9:15 am
Worship

10:45 am
Sunday School

12
5:30 pm
Grove Small 
Group

Renee Knowles

13
2:00 pm
Closely Crafted

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

14
9:30 am
Exercise class

10:30 am
FIRED UP

6:00 pm
FIRED UP

7:00 pm
Choir

Jennifer Parker

15
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

16
10:00–11:00 am
Food Pantry

11:30 am
Evangelical 
Missions Team 
meeting

17

18
9:15 am
Worship

10:45 am
Sunday School

10:45 am
Choir Practice

19
5:30 pm
Grove Small 
Group

20
2:00 pm
Closely Crafted

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

21
9:30 am
Exercise class

10:30 am
FIRED UP

22
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

Thanksgiving

23 24

25
9:15 am
Worship

10:45 am
Sunday School

26
5:30 pm
Grove Small 
Group

Jessi 
Gadomski

27
2:00 pm
Closely Crafted

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

28
9:30 am
Exercise class

10:30 am
FIRED UP

6:00 pm
Hanging of the 
Greens

7:00 pm
Choir

29
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

30
Josh Mosley

1
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