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Editor’s Note: This is a reprint 

of Pastor Mary Montei Clark’s 

Sunday, August 24, sermon. 

The scripture is from the Life 

Application Bible (NLT), and 

Pastor Mary used the following 

commentaries when preparing 

the sermon: The Layman's 

Bible Commentary, The Daily 

Study Bible Series (Romans) by 

William Barclay, and The Bible 

Speaks Today (Romans) by 

John Stott.

Who knew that several 

months ago, when selecting 

the book of Romans to preach 

through this summer, chapter 

14, verses 1-12 would fall on 

the Sunday following a Pres-

bytery meeting? 

What makes it interesting is 

that this scripture teaches how 

Christians should handle their 

differences, and we (Provi-

dence Presbyterian Church) 

had sent an overture to 

the Presbytery requesting 

delegates to prayerfully and 

thoughtfully consider others 

when determining their vote 

on moral questions about 

which sincere Christians differ. 

Thankfully, the overture 

passed. 

The Christian life cannot 

always be managed with a 

brass ruler. And words and 

slogans like “Love is the 

We’re not the first to struggle

Pastor’s message

(See “Not the first” on page 2)

Accept other believers who are weak in faith, and don’t 

argue with them about what they think is right or wrong. 

For instance, one person believes it’s all right to eat 

anything. But another believer with a sensitive conscience 

will eat only vegetables. Those who feel free to eat 

anything must not look down on those who don’t. And 

those who don’t eat certain foods must not condemn 

those who do, for God has accepted them. Who are you 

to condemn someone else’s servants? Their own master 

will judge whether they stand or fall. And with the Lord’s 

help, they will stand and receive his approval.

In the same way, some think one day is more holy than 

another day, while others think every day is alike. You 

should each be fully convinced that whichever day you 

choose is acceptable. Those who worship the Lord on a 

special day do it to honor him. Those who eat any kind of 

food do so to honor the Lord, since they give thanks to 

God before eating. And those who refuse to eat certain 

foods also want to please the Lord and give thanks to God. 

For we don’t live for ourselves or die for ourselves. If we live, 

it’s to honor the Lord. And if we die, it’s to honor the Lord. So 

whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. Christ died 

and rose again for this very purpose—to be Lord both of the 

living and of the dead.

So why do you condemn another believer? Why do you look 

down on another believer? Remember, we will all stand 

before the judgment seat of God. For the Scriptures say, 

“ ‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,

‘every knee will bend to me,

and every tongue will declare allegiance to God.’”

Yes, each of us will give a personal account to God.

—Romans 14:1-12 (NLT)
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(“Not the first,” from page 1)

answer” or “Christ is the 

answer” do not always 

untangle the problem. We 

are called to think through 

our problems thoughtfully 

and prayerfully with our 

bibles in hand. However, 

after we have reached our 

conclusion, we may find that 

other, equally sincere Chris-

tians have thought through 

the same problem and . . . lo 

and behold . . . and some-

what to our dismay . . . have 

come up with a quite differ-

ent answer. Then what are 

we to do?

Thankfully, the apostle Paul 

gave us two such problems 

as examples to learn from. 

For the new Christian com-

munity living in Rome, there 

were two major groups: 

those who were Jewish and 

had accepted Jesus as the 

Messiah and those who were 

Gentile . . . and had accepted 

Jesus as the Messiah. 

The tension arrives as the 

Jewish followers believed 

they needed to continue to 

live within Jewish law. Con-

sequently, the Sabbath and 

holy days should be 

observed, and Christians 

should not eat the meat pur-

chased in the market place. 

The observance of the Sab-

bath and not eating unclean 

food ranked together as two 

of the chief hallmarks of 

maintaining covenant faith-

fulness. 

That old saying that hind-

sight is 20/20 makes it easy 

for us to take a side and sim-

ple for us to untangle and 

wonder what all the shout-

ing was about. But for the 

early church in Rome, this 

was where your depth of 

faith was measured. 

Paul doesn’t spend much 

time writing about their first 

concern—observing the Sab-

bath and holy days—but he 

dives deeply into the ques-

tion of eating marketplace 

meat. The question is an 

important one and goes into 

the religious law that Jews 

lived by in order to prove 

themselves righteous in the 

sight of God. Remember, 

their faith was built on 

observing the law…and the 

law was very clear about 

what you could and could 

not eat. 

Because they were living in 

Rome, their primary source 

for buying meat was the 

marketplace, and almost all 

meat sold there came from 

a heathen temple . . . and 

there were lots of heathen 

temples—so many that the 

priests could not possibly 

use all the animals slaugh-

tered for sacrifice and so 

would sell the meat through 

retail outlets. 

The Christian shoppers were 

then faced with a problem: 

do they purchase their 

steaks and roasts in the local 

markets? In doing so, were 

they or were they not help-

ing out the heathen wor-

ship? The question they 

were asking concerns their 

Christian witness; they were 

asking if their witness for 

Christ would be better 

shown by simply not eating 

any meat that has been 

offered to a foreign God. 

Others said that meat was 

meat . . . it was people who 

were heathen, not beefsteak 

and hamburger. 

So here is what Paul decides: 

He says both sides are 

right . . . from their own 

point of view. And I say . . . 

come on Paul . . . which 

viewpoint is right? To be 

totally fair to Paul, he is per-

sonally sure that the more 

liberal point of view is the 

right one. He thinks that 

nothing is unclean in itself 

and is quite certain that a 

steak is only a steak—there 

are no steaks infected with 

heresy!

The person eating steak 

might ask Paul, “Am I right? 

And Paul would say . . . 

“Yes.” That person then 

might ask, “What harm can 

come to me if I eat such 

meat?” Paul would say, “No 

harm whatever.” “Is it a 

sin?” “No, not even a tiny 

one.” 

OK, so you’re wondering if 

what I am saying places me 

in agreement with the more 

liberal view of same-sex 

marriage and all the other 

issues we’re dealing with 

today in the church. Let’s go 

back to our scripture . . . it’s 

always a great place to find 

answers . . . including mine. 

Paul doesn’t allow the ques-

“So here is what Paul decides: 

He says both sides are right . . . 

from their own point of view. 

And I say . . . come on Paul . . . 

which viewpoint is right?”

(See “Not the first” on page 3)
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tion of who is right and who 

is wrong to bring both sides 

of the issue into an argu-

ment. Instead, he lifts the 

question away from what I 

think; he moves me from 

worrying about what’s good 

for me and asks me to con-

sider what my actions will 

do to someone searching for 

(“Not the first,” from page 2) also called to not look down 

on the other Christians who 

differ in how they read 

scripture. And isn’t that the 

bottom line in our differ-

ences? Scriptural scholar-

ship has become suspect, 

and there are many transla-

tions and opinions on what 

scripture says. You read it 

one way . . . I read it 

have confidence that God 

isn’t going to let his Church 

fail. We might, but not God. 

God is constant in our strug-

gle, and the scripture God 

gives us is as fresh and rele-

vant today as it was for the 

Roman church 2,000 years 

ago. 

The next chapter is Paul’s 

benediction . . . his closing 

words in a letter that has 

been rich in understanding 

and teaching. Listen to his 

words:

“We who are strong must be 

considerate of those who are 

sensitive about things like 

this. We must not just please 

ourselves. We should help 

others do what is right and 

build them up in the Lord. 

For even Christ didn’t live to 

please himself. As the Scrip-

tures say, ‘The insults of 

those who insult you, O 

God, have fallen on me.’ 

Such things were written in 

the Scriptures long ago to 

teach us. And the scriptures 

give us hope and encourage-

ment as we wait patiently 

Paul “lifts the question away from 

what I think; he moves me from 

worrying about what’s good for me 

and asks me to consider what my 

actions will do to someone searching 

for spiritual answers.”

spiritual answers. Ouch. He 

cuts to the heart of the mat-

ter and makes us look at 

what our words might do to 

someone looking for Christ. 

Paul wants us to be sensitive 

to those whose faith may be 

harmed by our actions. The 

Church . . . big “C” . . . is in 

decline. Newspaper articles 

and the press tell the world 

that all we can do in the 

Christian church is argue. 

How does the world see us? 

For those outside the church, 

looking for spiritual answers 

in a culture that degrades 

basic morality and almost 

everything else, the last 

thing we can afford is a pic-

ture of people who can’t live 

into the love of God.

Does this mean we don’t 

stand for what is right? Of 

course not. Verses 10-12 are 

telling us that each person is 

accountable to Christ, not to 

others. When God shows us 

that something is wrong, we 

should avoid it. But we’re 

another . . . and a third 

comes back with something 

completely different. So who 

is right? 

Let’s go back to scripture; in 

verse 17 Paul writes, “The 

Kingdom of God is not a 

matter of what we eat or 

drink (or where we stand on 

issues in 2014), but of living 

a life of goodness and peace 

and joy in the Holy Spirit. If 

you serve Christ with this 

attitude you will please 

God . . . and others will 

approve of you too. So then, 

let us aim for harmony in the 

church and try to build each 

other up.” 

When we remember the 

deep divide within the early 

church in following Jewish 

law . . . or not . . . and then 

consider the dividing ques-

tions within the Church in 

our century, Paul’s words 

bring us hope. We’re not the 

first to struggle over issues 

that are deeply dividing. We 

won’t be the last, but we can 

for God’s promises to be ful-

filled.”

May God, who gives this 

patience and encouragement, 

help you live in complete har-

mony with each other, as is fit-

ting for followers of Christ 

Jesus. Then all of you can join 

together with one voice, giving 

praise and glory to God, the 

Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” (Romans 15:1-6)

“When God shows 

us something is 

wrong, we should 

avoid it. But we’re 

also called to not 

look down on the 

other Christians 

who differ in 

how they read 

scripture.”
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Editor’s Note: Pastor Mary 

Montei Clark delivered the 

following eulogy at Tom’s Cele-

bration of Life on August 19, 

2014.

As we remember Tom, it’s 

important to think of him as 

we knew him all the years of 

his life . . . not just the last 

few difficult months. I think 

we’re all surprised that Tom 

Fletcher is gone; there’s a 

sentiment written on a 

tombstone that reads, “I 

expected this . . . but not 

yet.” When I came across 

those words this week, they 

made sense for today. I think 

we all are surprised that our 

friend is gone so soon in his 

life.

He was one of the strongest 

men I’ve ever met. Tom was 

strong in spirit, strong in 

physical build, strong in 

mind . . . and strong in 

opinion . . . to name just a 

few of his strengths. He was 

a natural-born leader. . . . 

I’m told when he went golf-

ing with his friends, there 

was no question of who 

would drive the cart. . . . 

Tom drove the cart. 

The nephews were laughing 

last week about Tom’s teach-

ing them how to use a 

broom. Yes, Tom taught the 

boys the correct way to han-

dle a broom. . . . They 

became “broom-certified.” 

My guess is that there were 

many things that Tom 

taught . . . creating many 

“certifications” in the best 

ways to handle life.

Tom also demanded that his 

requests be followed . . . and 

he started teaching that at a 

very early age. There was a 

day when his 18-month-old 

nephew was playing on the 

kitchen floor in front of an 

open kitchen cabinet. Tom 

instructed the baby to pick 

up a can. The baby just 

looked at him. Tom 

instructed him again . . . and 

the baby simply didn’t get 

the picture . . . so Tom 

picked the baby up, walked 

outside, and 

informed him 

that when 

Uncle 

Tommy 

gave a 

request . . . the 

request must be fol-

lowed. After coming back 

into the kitchen, sitting the 

baby on the floor again . . . 

and again repeating the 

request . . . this little guy 

simply looked up at his 

Uncle Tommy, who then 

Editor’s Note: Steve Crenshaw 

delivered the following eulogy 

at Tom’s Celebration of Life on 

August 19, 2014.

1. Welcome 

It is truly my honor, and I 

am humbled, to be allowed 

the opportunity to talk with 

you all today about a great 

man, our friend Tom 

Fletcher. Probably 

like you, I still 

can’t 

believe 

that we 

are here. I 

had just 

assumed that 

Tom would always be 

here and for good reason. 

Tom’s character, strength, 

and moral principles made 

you think that he simply 

would always be here. 

Tom was like a rock. He was 

strong in so many ways—

mentally strong, physically 

strong, a man of steady dispo-

sition, and a man of great 

moral character

Tom was a dependable and 

true friend. Tom was a man 

who set high expectations for 

himself and for those around 

him. Tom brought out the best 

in people.

If you were Tom's friend, he 

was your friend 100%. You 

could argue, disagree and 

even agree to disagree, but at 

the end of the day, you knew 

that Tom was still your friend. 

2. Athletics

Tom was a gifted and talented 

athlete, always striving for 

perfection. Being his brother 

Bill's age, I was several years 

behind Tom at Mary G. Mont-

gomery High School, but I, like 

all of my fellow classmates 

knew who “The Great” Tom 

Fletcher was. 

Tom was simply one of those 

natural-born leaders who left 

an deep impression wherever 

he went. His dedication to 

excellence and his exacting 

personality showed in his pas-

sion and excellence in high 

school and college sports. 

You wouldn’t have wanted to 

play basketball against Tom. 

One day he showed me some 

of the “dirty tricks that the ref-

eree couldn’t see” with a big 

smile on his face, all the while 

maintaining his innocence by 

saying, “Of course, I never 

used them.” 

Tom loved to fish, and his 

garage is full of trophies that 

Thomas Earl Fletcher, Jr. (1949-2014)

In Remembrance

(See “Crenshaw” on page 5)(See “Montei Clark” on page 5)
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he won in high-level tourna-

ment fishing. One day we 

were talking about fishing and 

he told me that while he had 

fished in all of those tourna-

ments and he had won a lot of 

them, the time that he most 

enjoyed on the water was “tak-

ing his boat and little red truck 

to the river with Amy when 

she was a little girl and spend-

ing the day fishing with her.” 

Amy, I hope that you carry 

these memories fondly with 

you. 

Later in his life, Tom began to 

play golf, and he applied the 

same passion, focus, and drive 

for excellence into this sport as 

well.

Sharon and Laura wanted go 

somewhere one Sunday after-

noon and Laura encouraged 

Tom to go out and play golf 

with me. That was probably 

one of my luckiest days, and 

we crafted a true friendship 

that really began with our time 

together on the golf course.

It has been said that “golf is a 

metaphor for life,” and while 

there are so many interesting 

facets of his life that we could 

talk about, today I would like 

to talk about Tom in the con-

text of our time on the golf 

course because this is where I 

really saw Tom at his best

Tom Fletcher loved the game 

of golf, and he knew that excel-

lence in sports takes persis-

tence and a lot hard work. I 

don’t think that Tom ever did 

anything halfway or that he 

ever believed that “good was 

good enough.”

Even though he has as many 

buckets of golf balls in his 

garage as he does fishing tro-

phies, Tom would never gave 

up on a lost golf ball. Tom 

could hit the golf ball as far as 

anyone I have ever seen. 

This is a really good thing 

when the ball is hit straight, 

and a really bad thing when 

it isn’t. It is fair to say that 

Tom spent some time in the 

woods.

No matter what, Tom 

Fletcher was going to be 

Tom Fletcher and 

remember . . . he never gave 

up. I can’t tell you how 

many times Tom would dis-

appear into the woods and, 

after a while, a golf ball 

would come flying out of the 

trees and land somewhere 

on the green near the flag. 

He was actually pretty 

amazing at doing this and 

probably had more birdies 

out of the deep woods than 

most people had from the 

fairway. Tom had these 

huge hands, and at the end 

of our rounds we would 

always shake hands, and 

Tom would say “good 

game” whether he won or 

lost (not that he liked to 

lose . . . ever).

3. Coach Fletcher

In golf you typically develop 

“playing partners” who are 

simply friends you like to 

spend a lot of time and 

money with to have an 

excuse to goof off. 

Tom, Clyde Anderson, and I 

were playing partners, and 

we rarely missed an oppor-

tunity to get together and 

play golf. We would also 

travel far and wide looking 

for new and interesting 

courses to play. 

Invariably, wherever we 

went (and we went to a lot of 

places), some stranger 

would come up to us and 

say, “Hey, Coach Fletcher” 

last buzzer sounded . . . and 

Tom pushed his team to 

work toward winning until 

the very end.

That was Tom. As an 

English teacher, a principal, 

an elder in this church, a 

member of our community, 

and in so many other 

areas . . . he pressed for the 

best from each of us. Tom’s 

life resonated with the 

words Paul wrote to the 

church in Rome: “Who will 

separate us from the love of 

Christ? Will hardship, or 

distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword? No, in all 

these things we are more 

than conquerors through 

him who loved us.”

placed the can in the child’s 

hand and announced that 

the baby had indeed fol-

lowed Uncle Tommy’s com-

mand.

This is a family who loves 

each other. Over the past 

months, I seldom walked in 

the house or the hospital 

room and didn’t find one of 

his family sitting with Tom 

and Laura. Laura and Amy 

had their hands full, and the 

entire family worked to 

make Tom’s last journey as 

good as possible. It’s testa-

ment to Tom and how he 

lived his life when we think 

of the number of people who 

came to the wake last night. 

They should have held it in a 

gym. . . . The room was way 

too small for all the people 

who wanted to pay their 

respects to a man they knew 

to be a special part of their 

lives. 

A gym would have acknow-

ledged his years as a basket-

ball coach. Laura was mak-

ing the arrangements with 

the funeral home when a 

man who works there came 

to her and told her he had 

coached teams that played 

Tom’s team. And he said 

Tom never gave up. . . . The 

game wasn’t over until that 

(See “Crenshaw” on page 6)

(“Montei Clark,” from page 4) (“Crenshaw,” from page 4)

(See “Montei Clark” on page 6)
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. . . not “Tom” . . . not “Mr. 

Fletcher,” but “Coach 

Fletcher.”

A coach can be defined as 

someone with the knowledge, 

skills, passion, and intuition to 

help you assess your life, 

determine your strengths and 

weaknesses, analyze your situ-

ation, figure out your pas-

sions, prod you into 

articulating your goals and 

dreams, and then give you 

instruction as to how you need 

to figure out the pathway to 

success, achievement, and 

happiness.

I think that you will agree that 

this pretty accurately describes 

the Tom Fletcher that we all 

knew and loved. Now, on the 

other hand, if Tom Fletcher 

ever thought that you could 

use a “little coaching,” he was 

never hesitant to give it to you, 

whether you wanted it or 

not . . . and we all are better 

people for it. 

4. Prattville

It is no secret that Tom loved 

golf. I have also told you that 

Tom liked to travel to new 

places to play golf. Laura 

asked me to tell you a story 

that was “Pure Tom Fletcher.” 

This Tom story (which is only 

one out of many “Pure Tom 

Fletcher “stories) is the story 

that I want to tell you today.

We got up very early on Satur-

day morning and met well 

before dawn to drive to Prat-

tville to play the “Judge” golf 

course. It actually is one of the 

few courses worth getting up 

early and driving 190 miles to 

play. I should tell that this was 

in late December, and it was 

cold. (Did I mention that Tom 

loved golf?)

When we got to Prattville, 

there was a frost delay on 

the course. It was so cold 

that the ground still had 

frost, which prevented play 

until after the frost melted. 

We were kind of standing 

around with nothing much 

to do, and Clyde said, “I 

wonder where the interstate 

is.” Sounds like a simple 

statement, right? 

In what I thought to be abso-

lutely perfect deductive rea-

soning, I said, “Well, the sun 

is over there . . . and it is still 

morning, so that must be 

east. The interstate runs 

north and south, so the inter-

state should be over there,” 

pointing to the right.

Tom had this wonderfully 

crooked finger, and he knew 

how to use it to perfection. 

He stuck the crooked finger 

in the air and said, quite 

nonchalantly, “Not exactly.” 

I said, “What do you mean, 

Tom?” already knowing that 

I was right (or somewhere 

close to it). Tom said, and I 

quote: 

“This is the period between the 

winter solstice and the vernal 

equinox, which means that the 

sun is not in a typical align-

ment with the equator and the 

earth's rotational axis; hence, 

. . . the interstate would be . . . 

over there.” 

How do you argue with that 

logic?

But not having learned my 

lesson yet, I couldn’t wait to 

get home to Google where 

the interstate should have 

been, and that is when I 

learned a valuable Coach 

Fletcher lesson. . . . You 

should never argue with an 

extremely intelligent man. 

Of course, Tom was 100% 

correct. 

Tom knew this love . . . in the 

last weeks . . . when things 

were so bad . . . he always 

wanted to hear a prayer. 

And when Amy put a radio 

tuned to Power 88 next to 

him, He would hum along 

and sometimes whisper a 

word. he was convinced that 

“neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor 

depth . . . nor anything else 

in all creation” . . . including 

cancer . .  “will be able to 

separate [him] from the love 

of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.”

That strength in spirit . . . 

that strong personality that 

made him who we loved, is 

summed up in something 

Tom wrote while attending a 

seminar for his work as a 

school principal. Laura 

found this while looking for 

photos and memorabilia of 

Tom . . . it’s written in his 

hand . . . it even has his doo-

dling on it. Let me read it to 

you. . . .

Positive Affirmation

Today will be a great day! 

I will achieve my goals 

today. Nobody jerks me 

around—I am the “boss” 

and I will make the best 

decisions. My future is in 

my hands. I will succeed. 

Obstacles and problems 

are just stepping stones to 

my success. I love my 

wife, my daughter, and all 

my family. I respect pro-

fessionalism and will let it 

be known. I will speak the 

(See “Crenshaw” on page 7)

(“Montei Clark,” from page 5) (“Crenshaw,” from page 5)

(See “Montei Clark” on page 7)
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This story simply supports 

what most or all of us 

already know. Tom had a 

yearning for knowledge and 

a gift for retaining and shar-

ing that knowledge with 

others. 

In his career as a teacher, 

coach, and principal, how 

many lives do you think that 

Tom touched, mentored, 

educated, and influenced for 

the better? 100s...probably 

more like 1,000s.

5. Building the stage

Carpentry is one of those 

crafts that requires you to 

always think three steps 

ahead of whatever step you 

currently performing. I’m 

not sure that Tom was ever a 

carpenter, but he had the gift 

of thinking three steps ahead 

in whatever situation pre-

sented itself. 

Tom helped build the stage 

that I am standing on today. 

It looks fairly simple, a large 

square and 2 trapezoidal 

sides. Nothing to it . . . right?

It was not so simple for a 

couple of rookies armed with 

a tape measure, a hammer, 

and a Skil Saw. . . . The joists 

have to be placed in exactly 

the right spot in order to 

have a supporting member 

for the plywood to be nailed 

to, the joist and edge band 

cuts have to match the steps 

so that it will be level side to 

side and front to back, it has 

to be square, be strong 

enough to safely support the 

weight of several people 

standing on it at once, etc., 

etc., etc. The list of require-

ments goes on and on.

Tom and I simply couldn’t 

agree on how to cut the ply-

wood to make it match per-

fectly, and we had only just 

enough plywood to complete 

the stage . . . no plywood 

could be wasted due to a bad 

cut. 

Remembering my Prattville 

lesson . . . I finally gave up 

and just handed Tom the 

tape measure and said, “OK 

. . . you tell me what to cut . . . 

and I will cut it” (still expect-

ing massive failure and another 

trip to Lowes that afternoon). 

Guess what . . . Tom’s ply-

wood cuts could not have fit 

more perfectly, and we fin-

ished the stage with ply-

wood to spare. Tom’s 

inherent genius, situational 

understanding, talent, and 

efforts will be with us for a 

long, long time to come. 

Another lesson learned . . . just 

listen to Tom and do what he 

tells you to do. 

In closing . . . We are all bet-

ter for having known Tom 

Fletcher. He was a good and 

honest man, a man with high 

moral standards, and a man 

who had high expectations 

of himself and others, He 

was a wonderful and true 

friend, an educator, a 

mentor to many, and a faithful 

servant to the Church and to 

his community. 

Tom loved his family and his 

friends. Tom’s passing leaves a 

huge hole in our hearts, and 

there will certainly be sad and 

lonesome days to come. We 

will miss Tom terribly, but we 

can keep his legacy alive by 

remembering his smile, his 

quick wit, his talent, his zeal 

for excellence, and his true, 

methodical, and steady course. 

Tom lived a life worthy of liv-

ing, and this is all a man could 

ever really hope to do. 

We are here tonight to cele-

brate the life of a great man 

who played by the rules. 

Steven Covey wrote that we 

should live our lives as if we 

are writing our own eulogy. 

Tom Fletcher did just that, 

touching countless lives as an 

educator, a coach, a leader, a 

brother, a son, a father, a hus-

band and a true friend. 

I loved Tom just as you all did, 

and I am sure going to miss 

shaking that huge hand at the 

end of our golf rounds, so I 

will just say to you now, 

“Good game, Tom . . . well 

played.”

Rest in peace, friend. 

(“Montei Clark,” from page 6)

truth and praise those 

who do the same. I am a 

leader. Where I go the 

strong shall follow. God’s 

plan for me is to succeed. I 

thank God for my life and 

the blessing he has in 

store for me and those 

dear to me. Today is going 

to be a great day!

A great day. How could he 

have known we would be 

reading his words on a beau-

tiful summer evening, sit-

ting in his beloved church, 

among those he called 

friends and the people he 

loved the most—his wife, his 

daughter, his grandson, and 

his family?

We never know, do we? So 

let’s do something that will 

make a difference in the lives 

of those around us. Let’s put 

aside differences . . . ‘cause 

you never know. . . . Let’s 

tell the people we love how 

much we love them . . . 

regularly . . . ‘cause you 

never know. Love as much 

as you can, give as much as 

you are able, and share the 

goodness of Christ with 

those around you.

(“Crenshaw,” from page 6)
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Reaching out

I see something of God each hour of the twenty-four, and 

each moment then,

In the faces of men and women I see God, and in my own 

face in the glass,

I find letters from God dropt in the street, and every one is 

sign’d by God’s name,

And I leave them where they are, for I know that 

wheresoe’er I go,

Others will punctually come forever and ever.

—Walt Whitman, from Song of Myself

Food Pantry

As our 2014 Second Quarter 

Report to the Bay Area Food 

Bank shows, the Providence 

congregation through the 

Food Pantry serviced 59 

families a total of 308 times. 

Out of these families, 43 

included children and 33 

included seniors. 

These individuals and fami-

lies are so thankful for this 

assistance in their time of 

need, and we frequently 

hear “God bless you” as they 

leave the Food Pantry.

Backpack Food 

Program

The Backpack 

Food Program is 

in full swing, and 

food items are 

needed to provide 

three meals a day to 

15 young children for the 

two days they are not in 

school each week. 

Items needed for lunch and 

supper are single servings in 

easy-open containers, 

including the following:

� Peanut butter

� Crackers

� Macaroni and cheese

� Spaghetti-Os

� Pork and beans

� Chili

� Vienna sausages

� Ramen noodles

� Small cans of fruit

� Snack-pack 

puddings

For questions or 

additional informa-

tion, contact Joan 

Rommes (653-4308 or 

buttonsjpr@bellsouth.net). 

Providence Orchard

Photos by Laura Anderson
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Editor’s Note: From Shelli Bell, 

McKemie Place Community 

Liaison

Safe Haven

I wanted to start sharing the 

stories I hear from our 

churches and organizations 

that volunteer for us. I 

encourage you to send your 

own testimonies of how the 

ladies touch your hearts, 

whether it’s from a Safe 

Haven or from Meal Service, 

and I’ll pass it along!! If there 

are enough of them, maybe 

we’ll make a newsletter. 

This particular email was 

from a lady who got her 

church involved in Safe 

Haven earlier in the year. 

Safe Haven keeps our ladies 

safe on the weekends and 

out of the elements. Read on:

Hello Shelli,

We were honored to have 

the ladies with us this past 

Sunday. We had a blessed 

time. The ladies designed 

a thank you card and gave 

it to me for the church. It 

will be read in service on 

this Sunday morning. 

They wrote down their 

prayer requests, and our 

intercessors will be inter-

ceding for the ladies. 

Lunch was wonderful!!

Some of the ladies took a 

shower, some watched a 

movie, and others decided 

to just relax in the quiet 

room. 

October 5 will be 

our last Safe 

Haven with them for the 

year, and we are planning 

something special for the 

ladies. . . .

Lu - Goodwill Church

Thank you for letting me 

share this, Lu.

Facebook

If you haven’t already, 

please go to our McKemie 

Place Facebook page and 

“Like” us. We update it reg-

ularly and post photos and 

are updating our Wishlist 

Wednesday every week. 

But for those of you that 

don’t have Facebook, I’ll 

continue to send out these 

emails to keep you abreast of 

what’s happening! Then, if 

you prefer to check Face-

book instead of email, you 

can ask to be removed from 

our email list. The same 

information should be avail-

able in either forum. 

Needs

We have quite a few 

things on our 

needs list this time. This 

would be a good time to 

start a donations drive at 

your church or office if you 

can. As always, if you’d like 

for me to pick up from you 

after you’ve collected, I’d be 

happy to, or you can drop off 

at my office, Roberts Brothers 

on Grelot Road.

� Gallon Ziplock bags

� Commercial-size garbage 

bags from Sams 

� Tin foil 

� Dishwashing liquid 

� Laundry detergent 

� Paper towels 

� Toilet paper 

� Ranch dressing 

� Office file folders 

� Cleaning products

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Joan Rommes, Elder

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Joan Rommes, Elder

News from McKemie Place

McKemie Place is participating in the Ruby Tuesdays 

GiveBack Program again during September and October, 

this time in Tillman’s Corner (5205 Service Road, South 

Higgins Road). A flyer like the one shown below has to 

presented when you pay your bill in order for McKemie 

Place to receive 20% of the total ticket! 

Volunteers will be handing these out 

at the door. If you would like to help, 

email McKemie Place Community 

Liaison Shelli Bell at shellibell@

robertsbrothers.com.

GiveBack Program dates:

� September 20, 21, 27, and 28

� October 4, 5, 11, and 12

Ruby Tuesday GiveBack Program
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Ebola

Through the West Africa Ini-

tiative—a joint program 

funded by Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance, the 

Presbyterian Hunger Pro-

gram, and Self-Develop-

ment of People—our 

partners are combating the 

disease through community 

education, as well as prepar-

ing for predicted food crises 

as a result of the outbreak.

Iraq

Presbyterian Disaster Assis-

tance and World Mission are 

collaborating with the 

National Evangelical Church 

of Iraq to support those dis-

placed by the violent advances 

of Islamic extremists. The 

church is providing food, 

water, clothing, fuel, hygiene 

items, and bedding.

Editor’s Note: The following is 

reprinted from https://www.

presbyterianmission.org/

ministries/pda/whole-creation-

groans/

“The whole creation 

groans . . .”—Romans 8:22

In a season of extraordinary 

humanitarian crises 

throughout the Middle East 

and West Africa, the whole 

creation groans, waiting for 

God’s redemption from war, 

disease, and deprivation. 

Help us be Christ’s body of 

compassion, bringing relief 

and hope to those who suffer 

and pray for redemption.

Give . . .

Your gifts are needed to help 

the church respond to these 

overwhelming crises. Won’t 

you stand in the GAP (Give, 

Act, Pray) with Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance to help 

bring aid and hope to those 

affected by this devastation? 

Your gift helps us respond to 

all of these critical global cri-

ses. If you’d like to support 

only a single project, simply 

tell us in the comments sec-

The whole creation groans . . . PCUSA mission throughout the world

tion. Your designation will 

always be honored.

Act . . .

Individuals may give 

through their local Presbyte-

rian congregation, online, or 

by mailing a check, specify-

ing one of these efforts or 

noting “use where need is 

greatest,” to Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box 

643700, Pittsburgh, PA 

15264–3700

“Like” us on Facebook and 

share updates with your 

congregation and others.

Pray . . . 

Please pray for those suffer-

ing from the effects of these 

crises and for peace in places 

of need around the world.

Gaza

Working through the 

Department of Service to 

Palestinian Refugees, the 

Middle East Council of 

Churches, the Al Ahli Arab 

Hospital, and the Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church in Jor-

dan and the Holy Land, your 

gifts will support livelihood 

projects, improve access to 

health care, increase potable 

water access, and provide 

spiritual and emotional care.

Syria

In an ongoing partnership 

with the National Evangeli-

cal Synod of Syria and Leba-

non, we are supporting 

efforts to provide relief, edu-

cation, and rebuilding to 

those affected by violence in 

Syria.
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Sunday School

Two new Sunday School 

classes begin on Sunday, 

September 7. There will be a 

class for 3-, 4-, and 5-year-

olds this year as well as 

classes for children of all 

other ages. 

The adult class will be delv-

ing into the scriptures that 

Pastor Mary will be using for 

her sermons each Sunday, so 

we are hoping for some 

lively discussions and ques-

tion/answer sessions.

FIRED UP

The new Wednesday 

evening class—“FIRED 

UP”—begins on 

Wednesday, 

September 3. 

New discipleship classes begin this month

FIRED UP is an acronym that 

stands for “Fellowship-

Inspired Readings Evange-

lized to Direct Usual People.”

We will begin with a meal at 

5:15 pm, followed by a study 

of a book called Detective 

Stories from the Bible by 

J. Ellsworth Kalas. We are 

ordering some of these from 

Amazon. If you’re inter-

ested, contact Barry South.

Are you 

FIRED UP?

When we think of a 

detective story, we often 

think of murder myster-

ies. But the Bible con-

tains some different 

kinds of detective sto-

ries. How is it, for 

instance, that some of 

the key personalities in 

the Bible story slip into 

the story almost unno-

ticed—like Judah, for 

example, an ancestor of 

King David and Jesus 

Christ. How did the sym-

bolism of blood in Com-

munion get started? 

When Cain was warned 

that the ground would 

no longer yield for him 

because he had killed 

his brother—did that set 

a precedent for connect-

ing moral behavior with 

environmental harsh-

ness? These themes 

and many others are 

investigated in this 

study. 
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The BayBears game on 

Wednesday, August 6, was 

overshadowed by a large 

thundershower at 4:00 pm. 

With the game stating at 

7:00 pm, I was worried that it 

would be cancelled. 

They didn’t cancel the game, 

but with the hour-and-a-half 

delay, some of us were wishing 

they would. The field was too 

wet to start the game, school 

was starting the next day, and 

the heat . . .

Did I mention the heat? Some 

of us had to leave before the 

game started. The staff at the 

game brought us cups of 

water, and after the choir sang 

the National Anthem, most of 

us moved to the AIR-

CONDITIONED club house. 

However, it was too cold in 

there for Sue Drinovsky. 

Thanks to Barry and Chris 

South’s family—Brittany 

Crawford and Kenny South—

for letting us use the club 

house at no charge. Then the 

fun really started, and we 

enjoyed the game. 

Big thanks to the choir for 

making us proud on the 

field. Thanks, everyone, for 

supporting the Baybears and 

Providence.

Is there something you would 

like to do as a group? Please 

email me at awroebuck@

comcast.net. Let’s start plan-

ning something fun now! 

Aggie Roebuck, ElderAggie Roebuck, Elder

Providence Night at the BayBears

Above left (L-R): Teddy, Bob Ellis, Ken Gadomski, 

Linda Payne, Don Bloom, Nedra Bloom • Above 

(L-R): Kathy Taylor, Jeny Williams, Donna Ellis, 

Bob Ellis, Don Bloom, Teddy • Below (L-R): 

Stuart Clark, Pastor Mary Montei Clark, Jude 

Mosley, Laura Anderson, Justin Gipson •Photos 

by Laura Anderson and Jessi Gadomski

Above (Back Row, L-R): Sue Drinovsky, Al 

Drinovsky, Pastor Mary Montei Clark, Jude 

Mosley, Adria Mosley; (Second Row (L-R): 

Ken Gadomski, Linda Payne, Jessi Gadomski, 

Makki Mosley, Josh Mosley; (Front Row): 

Teddy • Below (L-R): Makki Mosley, Teddy, 

Jessi Gadomski • Below Right (L-r): Jude 

Mosley, Adria Mosley, Teddy
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By Manny Russo, 

Scoutmaster

In August the troop camped 

at the scout reservation and 

helped the younger scouts 

acquire outdoor skills, such 

as how to tie specific knots, 

how to raise and lower the 

flag, the dangers of drugs, 

responsibilities of being a 

citizen of the United States, 

and how to “Leave No 

Trace,” which is a program 

about how to use the out-

doors and not damage it or 

wildlife. 

On Sunday before we left for 

home, our Chaplain pro-

vided the Sunday service, 

which focused on helping 

those in need by “helping,” 

not “judging.” 

In September we will travel 

to Fort Toulouse in 

Wetumpka and camp at the 

Fort. The scouts will observe 

a Civil War Reenactment 

and canoe the Coosa River. 

The river has fast-moving 

water with many rapids. On 

our last trip to this river, 

many of our scouts spent 

time in the water trying to 

get back into their canoe! 

Over the last two months, 

several new scouts have 

joined the troop. Troop 292 

has a great reputation, and 

many scouts want to be a 

part of YOUR troop. 

It is time for popcorn sales! 

Our scouts will be selling 

popcorn to raise money for 

their scouting activities and 

to help the troop and the 

local Scout Council. You 

may have an opportunity to 

purchase this expensive but 

fantastic popcorn! 

During the last two months, 

two more scouts have 

reached the Eagle Rank! We 

expect three other scouts to 

do so by the end of the year. 

Thanks for supporting the 

troop and providing us a 

place to meet. No better 

place to meet than in God’s 

House. 
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WorshIP

DON BLOOM, Elder

September worship volunteers

Contributed by Mary Mastrangelo

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers Nursery

7 Jerry Williams Intinction Bill Berry Myrna Andrews

Kathy Taylor Buck Bolton

Jeny Williams Joan Rommes

Amy Westerberg

14 Jerry Williams Ann Bosarge Amy Westerberg

Aggie Roebuck

Buddy Low

Mary Mastrangelo

21 Barry South Jerry Williams Marlene Taylor Sue Drinovsky

Laura Anderson Les Taylor

Curtis Andrews Bob Ellis

Buck Bolton TBA

28 Barry South Al Drinovsky Kathy Taylor

Debbie McLendon

Myrna Andrews

TBA

Presbytery of South Alabama August Meeting

Editor’s Note: The August 23-

23, 2014, Presbytery Meeting 

was held at Evergreen Presby-

terian Church in Dothan, AL. 

Pastor Mary Montei Clark and 

Rev. Stuart Clark attended as 

Teaching Elders, Ken 

Gadomski and Christine South 

as Commissioned Ruling 

Elders, and Linda Payne and 

Barry South as Visitors.

� The new Presbytery of 

South Alabama mission 

statement, “Transformed 

Lives, Transformed 

Churches, Transforming 

the World,” is based on 

II Corinthians 4:17: “So if 

anyone is in Christ, there 

is a new creation; every-

thing old has passed 

away; see, everything has 

become new.”

� 21 Teaching Elders (pas-

tors), 26 Ruling Elder 

Commissioners, and 24 

Visitors attended

� Marie Bowen of the Pitts-

burgh Presbytery was the 

guest speaker

� Small group discussions 

focused on “Caring for all 

God’s children, especially 

the unwanted, abandoned, 

and most troubled”

� The Presbyterian Home 

for Children paid for defi-

cit budgets for the past 13 

years by using endow-

ments; however, the 

endowments are almost 

used up. The 2015 deficit 

has been cut in half (to 

$340,000) by laying off 

cafeteria and maintenance 

staff, and the 2016 will be 

balanced.

� The highest per capita giv-

ing to the Home during 

2013 was by First Presby-

terian (Jackson), First 

Presbyterian (Andalusia), 

and First Presbyterian 

(Gulf Shores)

� The Presbytery has two 

new “inquirers”: Sarah 

Jordan (Spring Hill Pres-

byterian/attending 

Vanderbilt) and Heather 

Jones (Evergreen Presby-

terian/attending Union).

� The 2015 Presbytery bud-

get includes small raises 

for the Administrative 

Assistant and Resource 

Center Director (no raise 

for 3 years), but no raise for 

the Executive Presbyter.

� The Committee on Minis-

try examined Rev. Blair 

Beaver for installation as 

Pastor at First Presbyte-

rian (Bay Minette), Rev. 

Jonathan Wallace for 

installation as Pastor at 

First Presbyterian 

(Foley), and Rev. Chris 

Peters for ordination and 

installation as Associate 

Pastor at Trinity Presby-

terian (Fairhope). They 

also affirmed Rev. Bob 

Madsen as Pastor at First 

Presbyterian (Andalu-

sia) and approved 

Honorably Retired status 

for Rev. Dan McMillan.

� Board of Pension changes 

were approved.

� Westminster Presbyterian’s 

request for a Resolution 

Team was approved

� The Visioning Division 

reported on the Barnabus 

Leadership Group for Pas-

tors and the COLT Leader-

ship Development for Rul-

ing Elders

� An agreement between the 

Presbytery of South Ala-

bama and the Presbytery of 

Mississippi for sharing 

Samford Turner’s time as 

(See “Presbytery” on page 16)
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Session Activities

Ken Gadomski, Clerk of Session

July 10, 2014, 

Session eMeeting

� Approved a raise for Pastor 

Mary Montei Clark

July 13, 2014, Stated 

Session Meeting

� Approved the minutes of 

the June 22, 2014, Stated Ses-

sion Meeting.

� Received the Pastor’s 

report.

� Reviewed the church calen-

dar.

� Received the Treasurer’s 

report.

� Agreed to table discussion 

of a new sign for the time 

being.

� Were informed by Building 

and Grounds Elder Emmett 

Proudfoot that the sanctu-

ary air conditioning was 

fixed.

� Were reminded by Building 

and Grounds Elder Emmett 

Proudfoot that the Univer-

sity of Mobile has still not 

returned the extension 

ladder they borrowed.

� Agreed to have Adminis-

trative Assistant Amy 

Fletcher Messer create an 

equipment form, so 

details about borrowed 

items and their borrowers 

may be recorded. 

� Were informed that Disci-

pleship Elder Barry South 

planned to meet with 

Presbytery Resource 

Center Director Jenny 

Chapman.

� Were informed that Evan-

gelical Missions Elder 

Joan Rommes and Debbie 

Simmons redid the first 

aid box in the kitchen and 

agreed that first aid mate-

rials should be reviewed 

every six months.

� Were informed by Evan-

gelical Missions Elder 

Joan Rommes that a repre-

sentative of the Bay Area 

Food Bank visited Provi-

dence recently and 

suggested that we 

research a business to 

partner with us on the 

Food Pantry. 

� Were reminded by 

Fellowship Elder Aggie 

Roebuck that Providence 

Night at the BayBears was 

scheduled for August 6 

and that the Choir would 

sing the National 

Anthem. 

� Agreed that Nurture 

Elder Sharon Smith 

should ask the shepherds 

to remind their sheep of 

this event.

� Were informed by Fellow-

ship Elder Aggie Roebuck 

that the fellowship time 

following worship service 

is going well.

� Agreed to ask liturgists to 

remind the congregation 

of the new procedure 

regarding prayer cards—

that they should be filled 

out at the beginning of 

service and then put in the 

basket on the altar during 

the greeting time.

� Were informed that Laura 

Anderson has agreed to 

chair the 25th Anniver-

sary Committee and that 

Elder Ken Gadomski and 

Nedra Bloom have also 

volunteered to be on the 

committee. 

Executive Presbyter was 

approved.

� Sale of the Northminster 

Presbyterian Church is 

pending.

� The first class of Teens 4 

Christ graduated Spring 

2014; a new class begins 

September 5, 2014.

� Openings are still available 

for the September Cursillo.

� The Mission Partnership 

Committee showed slides 

from the recent mission 

trip to the Chisec Presby-

tery in Guatemala.

� Reports from the Presby-

tery’s Commissions to the 

General Assembly—Rev. 

David Mauldin and Bligh 

Jones—were distributed.

� The overture from the 

Providence Session was 

approved.

Condolences
To Laura Fletcher, Amy Messer, and 

Family

On the death of Tom Fletcher on August 15

Note of Thanks

Dear Church Family,

Your care and concern over the past difficult months 

have been such a comfort to our family.

The Celebration of Tom’s Life was even more perfect 

than I could have imagined. We cannot adequately 

express our appreciation to everyone who had a hand 

in making this the blessing that it was. I don’t think 

Tom would have changed a thing.

Much love, Laura F.

(“Presbytery,” from page 15)
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