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The liturgical calendar pre-
sents us with a predictable 
cycle of holidays, seasons, 
and special times of repen-
tance. The difficulty with 
predictability is that things 
that were once extraordi-
nary become common, sea-
sons that were meant to be 
powerful and surprising 
become expected. In the 
context of our daily 
lives, we try to fit 
special events 
and services 
into our nor-
mal sched-
ule rather 
than see-
ing a sea-
son such 
as Lent as 
something 
wholly 
different. 

For the church, 
the upcoming Holy 
Week is not intended to be 
a normal week marked by 
three or four special services 
or events, but rather a week-
long experience of expecta-
tion, anticipation, heartache, 

and lament, and the celebra-
tion of victory over death. 

Holy Week is the fast moving, 
action-packed, and theologi-
cally central week for our 
Christian lives. It is a time in 
which we are called to free 
ourselves from other distrac-
tions and focus. We focus on 
the misguided expectations of 
the people on Palm Sunday. 
We focus on the obedience of 

Christ to begin His 
passion on Thurs-

day. We focus on 
the agony and 

pain of sacri-
fice associ-
ated with 
His death 
on Good 
Friday. We 
share in the 
anxiety of the 

disciples on 
Holy Saturday. 

We celebrate res-
urrection from the 

dead, not just Jesus’ 
but ours as well, on Easter 

morning. 

If we as Christians celebrate 
only Palm Sunday and Easter 
Sunday, we are missing out on 

the tension that exists in 
the betrayal and agony of 
Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday. If Holy Satur-
day, the time when Jesus 
was in the tomb, is but just 
another day to take 
care of chores and go to 
the flea market, we miss 
sharing with the disciples 
in their sadness, fear, and 
disillusionment. 

Some Christians take the 
attitude that they prefer to 
focus on the positive than to 
reflect upon the harsh and 
graphic nature of Good 
Friday. I would suggest that 
if you have taken this route 
in the past, you try some-
thing new this year. Join us 
for the Thursday and Friday 

Holy Week is a week

 

periods of worship and 
reflection, and see how much 
that enhances your joy on 
Sunday morning. 

This year, we are offering 
some familiar and a few new 
components to our celebra-
tion of Holy Week. Please 

If we as 
Christians 

celebrate only Palm 
Sunday and Easter 

Sunday, we are missing 
out on the tension that 
exists in the betrayal 

and agony of Maundy 
Thursday and Good 

Friday.

(See “Holy Week” on page 2)
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consider participating in 
each of these events as 
Easter Sunday is enriched 
through our time of prepara-
tion and reflection on the 
actions of Maundy Thurs-
day and Good Friday. 

On Maundy Thursday we 
will have an interactive wor-
ship opportunity that will 
help you experience and 
meditate on the events of 
Maundy Thursday. The 
experience begins at 6:00 pm 
and will last roughly an hour. 

On Good Friday, we will 
offer a 6-hour period of 
silent meditation with the 
aid of visual and scriptural 
prompts. This will take place 
in the sanctuary and is avail-
able 12:00 noon to 6:00 pm. 
Please feel encouraged to 
come for any length of time. 

In addition to our 6-hour 
vigil on Friday, at 6:00 pm 
we will be showing The 
Passion of the Christ in its 
entirety.* Far more than a 

movie, to watch The Passion 
with your community of 
faith will be an experience 
you will not soon forget. 
The movie will play on the 
screen in the sanctuary.

On Easter Morning, we will 
celebrate the resurrection, 
starting with a new Garden 
Worship Service at 8:00 am. 
This will take place in the 
midst of our community gar-
den and will offer a fresh 
perspective on death and 

new life. This will be the begin-
ning of our day of worship, 
and should be seen as a sup-
plement to the 9:30 Service of 
Worship. 

Between the Garden Worship 
Service and the 9:30 Service 
of Worship, there will be a 
Pancake Breakfast provided 
by the Youth of Providence. 
This is an annual fundraiser 
for the youth and should be a 
great time of fellowship as a 
congregation. 

The annual Easter Egg Hunt 
will take place on the church 
lawn following the 9:30 Ser-
vice of Worship on Easter 
Sunday. 

We hope that this year all of 
our regular members and the 
friends and family will arrive 
at 8:00 am and stay through all 
of the Easter activities.

*Be advised that due to the 
graphic nature of the crucifix-
ion, this movie is appropriately 
rated R. While it is not recom-
mended for young children, 
youth are encouraged to attend 
with their parents. Childcare 
will be provided.
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E v a n g e l i c a l
M !I !S !S !I !O !N !S

Laura Anderson, Elder

Collections for 
O’Rourke
I would like to begin by 
thanking everyone who has 
made our past collection 
for O’Rourke Ele-
mentary School, our 
Partner in Educa-
tion, a success. 

So far this year, we 
have donated back-
packs filled with 
school supplies as 
well as facial tissue 
and hand sanitizer. 

Students will begin taking 
the annual set of standard-
ized tests in the coming 
months.

Treats for teachers
Please join us in providing 
the faculty and staff of 
O’Rourke Elementary 

School with treats 
during the Third 
Quarter. 

Please bring the food 
items you would like 
to share to church on 
Sunday, March 18. 

Thank you for helping us 
honor our partners in 
education.

E v a n g e l i c a l
M !I !S !S !I !O !N !S

Laura Anderson, Elder

O’Rourke principal Cheryl Chapman, posing with a bottle of hand 
sanitizer

Ronald McDonald House Box Tops for Education
Are you looking 
for an easy way to 
help families in 
need? 

One way 
you can help 
others in our 
community is by col-
lecting the pull tabs 
from aluminum cans 
and depositing them 
in the collection house in the 
Narthex. There are also 
small collection containers 
available for you to take 
home or to the office.

Are you looking for an easy 
way to support O’Rourke 
Elementary School? 

Clip the Box Top for 
Education cou-
pons and put 
them in the collec-
tion container in 
the Narthex.
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Supper Club
The Supper Club fellowship 
event is happening Satur-
day, March 10. 

This event is open to all 
interested singles and cou-
ples, and it has been a favor-
ite of many. If there is a need 
for childcare, it will be avail-
able at the church. 

There is a sign-up sheet in 
the Narthex. Please choose 
to bring an appetizer, vege-
table, salad, or dessert for 

about 8 people. Host fami-
lies (who live close to the 
church) will provide the 
entree, drinks, and a place to 
share the main course. 

We meet at the church at 
6:00 pm, share appetizers 
and then proceed to the host 
homes to enjoy the dinner 
and dessert. 

PLEASE JOIN us.

Save the date—
Saturday, May 19
Please save the date—
Saturday, May 19—for the 

annual church-wide picnic 
hosted by Donnie and 
Melodie Garner.

!"#$%&'((')*+,%-(."/

Looking ahead to Easter
By Laura Anderson, 
Evangelical Missions Elder

We will be collecting Eas-
ter Eggs again this year for 
our annual hunt. Bags con-
taining two dozen plastic 
eggs will be available for 
pickup in the Narthex 
later in the month. 

Please take a bag of plastic 
eggs (available in the 
Narthex) home, fill them, 
and return them to church 
by Thursday, April 5.

Use your creativity when 
stuffing the eggs—for exam-
ple, you might include 
wrapped candy, stickers, 
small toys, etc. Just remem-
ber that any candy should be 
wrapped.

Please also be sure the eggs 
are securely fastened, and 
do not use any candy that 
will melt. As much as I per-
sonally love chocolate, it 
doesn’t work well when it is 
placed in plastic eggs in the 
sun.

“Deviled ham . . . deviled eggs . . . devil’s food cake! Wow! That’s 
my kind of church picnic!
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January 15 stated 
Session meeting 
minutes
! Approved the December 

18, 2011, stated Session 
meeting minutes.

! Approved a motion to 
support the provisions of 
Westminster Presbyte-
rian’s Overture F.1.0403 
Unity in Diversity.

! Approved a motion to join 
in Westminster Presbyte-
rian’s Overture W.4.9001 
Authoritative Interpreta-
tion of Marriage.

! Were reminded that even 
though the Session 
endorsed and voted to 
join Overture W.4.9001, 
the individual elders 
attending the February 
Presbytery meeting will 
still be obligated to vote 
their conscience in the 
February Presbytery 
meeting vote.

! Were reminded that Elder 
Debbie McLendon had 
agreed to represent Provi-
dence at the February 
Presbytery meeting.

! Were told that Jo Anne 
Martin was presented to 
the congregation as a new 
member in December in 
accordance with the Book 
of Order.

! Were informed that Mary 
Mastrangelo, Marlene 
Taylor, and Pastor Mark 
attended the COLT 2012 
Conference on January 14. 
Pastor Mark presented 

“Missional Churches,” 
which sparked interest 
with local churches to 
coordinate and facilitate 
various outreach and mis-
sion opportunities within 
the community. The Ses-
sion endorsed contacting 
the five local West Mobile 
churches to meet, review, 
and discuss communal 
opportunities. 

! Discussed personnel 
issues. 

! Approved a motion to 
baptize Mallorie Renn on 
February 19, with Pastor 
Sean Hall of Overlook 
Presbyterian Church 
officiating.

! Were reminded that a 
congregational meeting 
was scheduled for Janu-
ary 22, immediately 
following worship, for the 
purpose of presenting the 
Annual Budget and the 
Elder Nominating 
Committee. 

! Approved the proposed 
slate for the 2012 Elder 
Nominating Committee 
with the provision that a 
call for floor nominations 
at the congregational 
meeting is offered as 
required by the Book of 
Order: Laura Anderson 
(Session Elder), Nedra 
Bloom, Ann Bosarge, 
Debbie McClendon (Ses-
sion Elder), Pastor Mark 
Renn (Ex-Officio), and 
Jerry Williams.

! Reviewed the church 
calendar.

! Received the Treasurer’s 
report.

! Approved a recommen-
dation from Stewardship 
Elder Al Drinovsky to 
empower the Church 
Treasurer to access emer-
gency funds as necessary 
to cover necessary 
Church-related expenses, 
including payroll and 
other fixed essential oper-
ational expenses as 
necessary to remain finan-
cially solvent. 

! Approved a motion to use 
the residual multimedia 
funds to repair the faulty 
fan in the Praise Band’s 
guitar amplifier.

! Received a summary of 
the current church bud-
get, expenses, and 
revenue. 

! Agreed that Youth Minis-
tries Director Chris Ellis 
take responsibility for the 
oversight and manage-
ment/maintenance of the 
children’s worship activ-
ity bags. 

! Were informed by Nur-
ture Elder Melodie Garner 
that the Prayer & Care 
Team planned to meet in 
February.

! Were apprised by Nur-
ture Elder Melodie Garner 
of the Nursery improve-
ments, including 
appearance, renovation, 
and furniture acquisition.

! Were informed by Clerk 
of Session and Music Min-
istries Search Committee 

member Steve Crenshaw 
that Justin Gipson has 
accepted the Director of 
Music Ministries position. 
He will officially start on 
January 29, but he has 
already started working 
with the Choir and Praise 
Band on a voluntary basis. 

! Discussed the suitability 
of e-vote protocol. 

! Were informed by Disci-
pleship Elder Linda 
Payne that the Disciple-
ship Essentials Course 
would begin on Monday, 
January 16, 6:00 – 7:30 pm.

! Were informed by Disci-
pleship Elder Linda 
Payne that Ken Gadomski 
would start teaching Con-
firmation classes in 
February. 

! Were informed by Evan-
gelical Missions Elder 
Laura Anderson that the 
Anglican Church has 
expressed in joining Prov-
idence in support of 
O’Rourke Elementary 
School.

! Received a cell tower 
update from Stewardship 
Elder Al Drinovsky. 

! Finalized the 2012 budget.

! Accepted a recommenda-
tion from the Stewardship 
Committee to present the 
final 2012 budget to the 
congregation at the 
upcoming Congrega-
tional meeting. 

Session Activities
Steve Crenshaw, Clerk of Session
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Why I relay . . .
By Lori Seman

I would like to take a 
moment to tell you about a 
girl named Jennifer. 

Jennifer is 26 years old, and 
she was a very good friend 
of mine in high school. She is 
a beautiful girl on the inside 
and out, and she has one of 
the most beautiful voices I 
have ever heard. When we 
were in high school, Jen was 
a friend who inspired me 
with her faith, and she was 
one of the most loving and 

caring people I knew. When 
she was a teenager, her father 
was involved in a horrific 
motorcycle accident, which 
left him paralyzed. Jennifer’s 
strength and faith as she dealt 
with the near loss of her father 
was incredible. 

Sadly, Jennifer and I have lost 
touch over the years, but I 
have kept up with her through 
Facebook. A couple of years 
ago, she married her high 
school sweetheart, Brian, and 
in October she gave birth to a 
beautiful baby boy named 
Luca.

Recently, I began to see a 
number of posts on her Face-
book page, saying that peo-
ple were praying for her 
during this difficult time, 
but I did not know what she 
was going through. I began 
to pray for her in a general 
manner, asking God to help 
her with whatever it was 
that she was dealing with.

Earlier today, I learned that 
Jennifer was recently diag-
nosed with lung cancer. As 
far as I know, Jennifer has 
never smoked, and neither 
has her family. This came as 
a complete shock, and I am 

having a hard time wrap-
ping my head around it. I do 
not know all of the details of 
her diagnosis or prognosis, 
but I ask for prayers from 
each and every one of you. I 
am thankful that Jennifer 
has a very strong and faith-
ful support system of family, 
friends, and her church fam-
ily during this difficult time, 
but I know that every prayer 
counts.

Cancer is a scary thing 
that does not take into 
consideration how old peo-

Part of the 2011 Relay for Life team L-R): Bill Berry, Margaret (friend of Debbie Purvis), Debbie Purvis, Kelsey Fredelake, Pam 
Fredelake, Mary Mastrangelo, Lori Seman, Adria Mosley, Jessi Gadomski, Melodie Garner, Donnie Garner, Jude Mosley • Photos by 
Ken Gadomski, Jessi Gadomski, Linda Payne

(See “Relay” on page 7)
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ple are, whether or not they 
have an infant to care for, or 
whether or not they still have 
their whole lives ahead of 
them. 

At Providence we know this 
fact all too well as our church 
has seen so many of its mem-
bers and friends having to 
fight cancer in just the past 
year. Therefore, I am asking 
each of you to join us in sup-
porting the American Cancer 
Society (ACS) through the 
Relay for Life again this year. 

Last year, 
members, 
and friends 
of Provi-
dence came 
together to raise almost $1,200 
for the American Cancer Soci-
ety through the Relay for Life. 
We had a lot of fun and raised 
a lot of money in support of a 
great organization that works 
hard to fund cancer research as 
well as helping to provide 
education, support, and assis-
tance to those who are fighting 
cancer. 

This year the Relay for Life 
will be held on May 11-12 at 
Cottage Hill Park. Like last 
year, it begins at 6:00 pm on 
the Friday and lasts a full 12 
hours. If you would like to join 
the team and walk with us, let 
me know and sign up online at 
http://main.acsevents.org/
goto/ProvidencePC. 

Please sign up as soon as pos-
sible (by March 20, prefera-
bly). Even if you will not be 
able to join the team and walk 
with us, please support our 
efforts by going to the website 
listed above and making a 
donation. There is no donation 
too small. Every dollar counts. 

Last year we raised almost 
$1,200 for ACS. This year, I 

(“Relay,” from page 6) have set a goal of $1,500 for 
our team, and I would love 
to see us far exceed that 
amount. 

If you are a survivor of can-
cer, I invite you join us for 
the Survivor’s Lap to kick off 
the event. This is a special 
moment when we honor 
those who have fought that 
battle and are winning. You 
will walk the first lap of the 
relay, and then you will be 
joined by your family for a 
lap. Afterwards, the Ameri-
can Cancer Society invites 
you to a special dinner and 
reception in your honor. 

Please let me 
know if you 

are a survivor. 
If you would like to par-

ticipate, please sign up at the 
website listed earlier in this 
article, but make sure to 
select “survivor,” so that 
you will get a special shirt, 
and they will have a place 
for you at the reception. 

We had a great turnout for 
the event last year, and we 
had a lot of fun. Hopefully, 
we will have better weather, 
and the event will be even 
better than it was last year. I 
hope to see all of last year’s 
team members back again, 
and I would love to have 
some new faces join us as 
well. 

The Relay for Life is a time 
for us to Celebrate those 
who have fought cancer and 
are winning, Remember 
those who have lost the bat-
tle, and Fight Back along 
with those who are still 
fighting. 

This year I will be walking in 
honor of my friend Jennifer. 
She has her entire life ahead 
of her, and if she is still any-
thing like the Jennifer I knew 

in high school, she isn’t 
going to give up her fight 
anytime soon. I am going to 
do all I can to help her Fight 
Back so that she can be there 
for her son as he grows up. 
Jennifer is why I relay. Why 
do you? 

2011 team members (top, L-R) 
survivors Michelle Nall and Jo 
Hayes; (middle, L-R) Laura 
Fletcher and Debbie Purvis, 
and (bottom, L-R) Lori Seman 
and Bill Berry



• page 8 •

By Manny Russo, Scoutmaster

February was an exciting month, prima-
rily due to a great campout at Cheaha 
State Park. The troop camped in the Tal-
ladega National Forest at a campsite 
named “Turnip Seed.” The scouts took a 
6-mile hike into the forest and saw some 
beautiful waterfalls. In addition, they 
climbed a rock formation that is the high-
est point in the State of Alabama at an 
elevation of 2,407 feet. 

March will be a very busy and fun month 
for the troop. Troop and Order of the 
Arrow elections will be held on March 6, 
Bridging (joining) of new scouts on 
March 13, a Shooting campout on March 
23-26 (rifles, shotgun, and black powder 
rifles), and the Troop Court of Honor on 
March 27. 

The troop is excited about the new scouts 
who will bridge over and look forward to 
teaching them about the “Outdoor Pro-
gram.” What makes this exciting is that 
scouts, not adults, will teach the new 
scouts. Boys leading boys! 

That is what a boy-led troop is about 
and how scouts develop teaching and 
leadership skills. 

Thank you for supporting the troop 
and for providing a Christian environ-

ment for us to meet in. I guarantee you 
that God is working through you and 
Providence Presbyterian Church to 
touch the hearts of others. 

Hunter’s Eagle Scout 
project
Building a retaining wall at Causey 
Middle School to prevent erosion by the 
baseball field
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Cheaha State Park campout
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WorshIP

Lori Seman, Elder

March worship volunteers
Date Liturgist Communion Ushers

March 4 Nedra Bloom Not served during Lent Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Mary Mastrangelo
Joan Rommes

March 11 Laura Anderson Not served during Lent Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
TBA

March 18 Pam Fredelake Not served during Lent Debbie Purvis
Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor

March 25 Don Bloom Not served during Lent Tom Fletcher
Al Drinovsky
Debbie McLendon
TBA

Sonlight Cafe rotation

Condolences

To Myrna and Curtis 
Andrews and Family
! On the death of Myrna’s 

stepfather, Preston W. 
Hughes, Jr., on February 20.

(L-R): Linda Stevens, Scott Stevens, Pastor Mark Renn, Stephanie 
Renn with Mallorie, Mark Stevens, Matthew Renn, Nancy Renn, 
Robert Renn • Photo by Laura Anderson

   Team/Month March April May June

Team 1
• Mary Mastrangelo
• Dorinda Hilbun
• Marlene Taylor
• Linda Payne

March 6 April 3 May 5 June 5

Team 2
• Redeemer Lutheran

March 13 April 10 May 8 June 12

Team 3
• Jessi Gadomski
• Sharon Crenshaw
• Laura Anderson

March 20 April 17 May 15 June 19

Team 4
• Linda Crossley
• Jeny Williams
• Jerry Williams

March 27 April 24 May 22 June 26

Team 5
• Hillsdale
• Pastor Mark Renn

May 29

 The following people will be assisting as their schedules allow: Kathy 
Taylor, Debbie Simmons, Larry Simmons, and Julia Bozant

Mallorie Renn baptism—February 19
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March 2012
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

2
Church office 
closed

3
9:00 am
Men’s Group

4
9:30 am
Worship

11:00 am
Sunday School

5:30 pm
Mobility @ 
Overlook

5
6:00 pm
Discipleship 
Essentials

6
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

7
5:30 pm
Mobility

7:00 pm
Choir

8
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

9
Church office 
closed

10

11
9:30 am
Worship

11:00 am
Sunday School

12:10 pm
Session meting

5:30 pm
Mobility @ 
Overlook

12
6:00 pm
Discipleship 
Essentials

13
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Women

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

14
5:30 pm
Mobility

7:00 pm
Choir

15
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

16
Church office 
closed
Chris Ellis

17
9:00 am
Men’s Group

St. Patrick’s Day

18
9:30 am
Worship

11:00 am
Sunday School

5:30 pm
Mobility @ 
Overlook

19
6:00 pm
Discipleship 
Essentials

20
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

21
5:30 pm
Mobility

7:00 pm
Choir

22
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

23
Church office 
closed

24
Janet Lambard

25
11:00 am
Worship

11:00 am
Sunday School

5:30 pm
Mobility @ 
Overlook

26
6:00 pm
Discipleship 
Essentials

27
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Marksmen

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

28
5:30 pm
Mobility

7:00 pm
Choir

Katelyn Knowles

29
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Tom Fletcher

30
Church office 
closed

31
9:00 am
Men’s Group
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Watch for more information in next month’s 
newsletter . . .
In the meantime, you can find more information on Providence’s 
web site at providence-pc.org/Community_Involvement/
Westside_Tailgate_Farmers_Market and on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/pages/Westside-Tailgate-Farmers-Market/
369260759751874


