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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

Another season of ministry begins . . .
By Pastor Mark Renn
This stewardship season,
we’ve been giving those
who worship with us a
chance to learn a little bit
more about what goes on
behind the scenes at Providence Presbyterian Church.
Each of the elders is sharing
information and pictures of
the ways that your tithes and
offerings are used to accomplish God’s work in
this church and
in our community.

I like to think of Providence
Presbyterian not simply as a
destination for our members, but also as the training
ground and base of operations for our mission in the
world. As our elders share

how your offerings are used
to build up our church, hire
and maintain a positive and
Christ-centered staff, and
enhance our mission in the
community, I hope you
are finding that the money
you place in the plate each
week makes a real
difference.

Last year,
we adopted a
deficit budget in order
to hire a shared youth
director with the faith
that God would provide for us through both

tithed and non-member contributions. I know that this
was the right choice as Chris
Ellis has brought such
excitement to our various
ministries to youth and
young adults.
We are learning that God will
provide when we take
steps of faith
as we

have stayed on track with
our actual budget and
have received a great deal

of non-pledged income from
new friends and visitors to our
church. Providence is on a
solid financial path for a great
future, and we even have a few
surprises up our sleeves that
might open up new opportunities for growth.
Each year, we like to focus on
what God has done and also
dream about what God might
be about to do in this place. As
we discussed in a recent sermon, God has called many of
us here to worship and serve
God at this church. A
church is a living,
breathing

organism, filled
with diverse
people, and functioning on a number of different levels. Each season
(See “Season” on page 2)
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(“Season,” from page 1)
brings the arrival of new
faces as well as the departure of those with whom we
have served in the past.
As we approach a new year
of ministry here at Providence Presbyterian Church,
it is worthwhile to look
around and assess the people and gifts that God has
blessed us with for this season
of ministry. We enjoy meeting and incorporating visitors into the life of the
church, and we evaluate
how our current members
are growing in both their
faith and commitment to the
mission of the church.
As I survey the group of
people gathered here each
Sunday morning and watch
them serve and learn in various ways throughout the
week, I believe that God is
refining us and building us
into a vital, creative, and
energetic body of believers,

I BELIEVE THAT GOD IS
REFINING US AND
BUILDING US INTO A
VITAL, CREATIVE AND
ENERGETIC BODY OF
BELIEVERS, EVER EAGER
TO TRY NEW THINGS IN
THE NAME OF GOD.
ever eager to try new things
in the name of God.
We have many exciting
things planned for the coming year, including some
new ways of celebrating the
birth of Christ this Advent
season. As our church is
focused on glorifying God
through worship, mission,
and discipleship, I believe
we will see God accomplish

great things in this place, surprising us along the way.
Providence Presbyterian is an
active community of faith in
which the Renn family gladly
invests our hearts, our time,
our gifts, and our tithe. Will
you join us in saying the same?
Invested in God’s Kingdom,
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It’s coming! It’s coming! The Live Nativity!
Costumes
By Laura Anderson,
Evangelical
Missions
Elder
Costume
creation
and
preparation day
is near!
Mark your
calendars for
Saturday, December 3, at
9:00 am.

Bring your sewing machines,
material, ironing boards, irons,
and imagination to prepare/
refurbish our costumes.

Last year we added more
scenes and characters: a star,
a flock for the shepherds,
and a tent and camels for the
wise men.

Scenes
By Jerry
Williams
Each year
we hope
to make the
Live Nativity better than the
previous year.

This year we will be adding
even more scenes and characters, including angels and
King Herod. If we have the
time, person power, and
energy, we will also add
scenes from Rome, Nazareth, and Bethlehem.
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Our eventual goal is to have
a Nativity walk that is available every day in December.
The walk will begin with the
decree in Rome and move to
the inn in Jerusalem, with
written scripts from the
Bible at each point along the
walk. We are hoping people
of all ages will enjoy, and
certainly children will learn
from, the experience.
If you are willing to help in
construction or setup, please
contact Jerry Williams.

Hanging
of the Greens
By Jeny Williams, Fellowship
Elder

lunch. (Please bring some
food to share).

You are invited to stay
after worship on Sunday,
November 20, for a special
event.

Following lunch, we will
share the experience of
hanging the greens—
decorating our church for
Christmas. PLEASE plan on
joining your Providence
friends and enjoy preparing
for our Advent season.

There will be no Sunday
school on that day, and we will
share in a soup and salad

one on Sunday,
November 20, to
hang on the tree
and share with
your Providence
family.

Angel tradition
Providence has a
tradition of inviting
families to bring an
angel to hang on the
Christmas tree.
If you’re a new friend or
member of Providence—or
if you haven’t brought an
angel before—please bring

Evangelical
MISSIONS














Laura Anderson, Elder
Achoo!

5-4-3-2-1...

Cold and flu season
has arrived again.
Let’s help our partner in education.
O’Rourke Elementary, this
month by donating hand
sanitizer. Please drop off
you donation in the collection bucket in the Narthex.

The Countdown to Operation Christmas Child (OCC)
has begun.

O’Rourke monthly
collections
Month

Item to be collected

November

Hand sanitizer

January

Copy paper

March

#2 lead pencils

May

Dry erase markers

June/July

Special activity—Fill
a backpack

Bring your shoeboxes filled
with toys, books, personal
care items, hard candy, etc.
to the Narthex no later than
Monday, November 21.
Please do not include any
items that could break or
melt in your shoebox.

Touching
the hearts of
others
Want to know
how Operation Christmas Child
touches the
hearts and
lives of children throughout the world? Check out
Operation Christmas
Child on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/# !/
OCCshoeboxes?sk=wall
“In Togo: A local pastor
reported, ‘Sally, 12, loved
Sunday school and the
OCC Bible lessons [OCC's
discipleship program,
now called The Greatest
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Journey]. She never missed
Sunday school service.
Sally received an OCC gift
box and coming from
church, she presented the
unopened gift box to a girl
by the roadside who was
begging alms for her parents, who were lepers. This
act touched the hearts of
some on-lookers.’“
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Evangelical
MISSIONS














Laura Anderson, Elder
Volunteers are needed
to prepare food, be
evening host, or
spend the night.

By Joan Rommes, Family
Promise/IHN Team
Dates for the November Family Promise
Families to stay at
Church of the
Redeemer is scheduled for the week of
November 13-20.

Call one of the following
to volunteer: Joan
Rommes (653-4308), Mary
Mastrangelo, (602-1993),
or Diane Shaw (221-1000).

“Give thanks to the
Lord, for he is good; his
love endures forever.”
—Psalm 107:1

One more Interfaith Build Day—Saturday, November 12
Providence will participate
in one more Interfaith Habitat Build Day this year in
the Hillsdale community—
Saturday, November
12. A free lunch for
all volunteers will
be provided
at the Sonlight Cafe at
Hillsdale Presbyterian
Church.

Volunteers 16 and older will
be working on the house.
This is a great way for our
high school students to earn
credit
towards
next summer’s youth trip.
We will be on site all day.
Volunteers may choose to

work the entire day or for
half of the day.
Be sure to bring your work
gloves. Volunteers will need
to fill out the waiver that will
be available on site. You can
also find a copy of the
waiver and the safety policy
in the September and October issues of Providence Press.

Team 1
• Mary Mastrangelo
• Dorinda Hilbun
• Marlene Taylor
• Linda Payne

Team 2
• Redeemer Lutheran

Team 3
• Jessi Gadomski
• Sharon Crenshaw
• Laura Anderson

Team 4
• Linda Crossley
• Jeny Williams
• Jerry Williams

Team 5
• Hillsdale
• Pastor Mark Renn

2011

November

11/1

11/8

11/15

11/22

11/29

December

12/6

12/13

12/20

12/27

2012

Sonlight Cafe rotation

January

1/3

1/10

1/17

1/24

February

2/7

2/14

2/21

2/28

March

3/6

3/13

3/20

3/27/

April

4/3

4/10

4/17

4/27

May

5/1

5/8

5/15

5/22

June

6/5

6/12

6/19

6/16

1/31

5/29

The following people will be assisting as their schedules allow: Kathy Taylor, Debbie Simmons, Larry Simmons, and Julia Bozant.
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Bee references in the Bible
“The Amorites who lived in
those hills came out against
you; they chased you [the
Israelites] like a swarm of
bees and beat you down
from Seir all the way to
Hormah.”
—Deuteronomy 1:44 (NIV)

Some time later, when he
[Samson] went back to
marry her [a Philistine
woman in Timnah], he
turned aside to look at the
lion’s carcass, and in it he
saw a swarm of bees and
some honey.
—Judges 14:8 (NIV)

They [all the nations]
swarmed around me like
bees, but they were consumed as quickly as burning
thorns; in the name of the
Lord I cut them down.
—Psalm 118:12 (NIV)
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In that day the
LORD will whistle
for flies from the
Nile delta in Egypt
and for bees from
the land of Assyria.
—Isaiah 7:18 (NIV)
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Original Christmas musical by
Nedra Bloom to be performed at
Chickasaw Civic Theater
Hark!—an original Christmas musical by Nedra
Bloom—will be performed
as a fundraiser at Chickasaw
Civic Theater on Friday–
Sunday, December 2–4.

find out). Still others are
involved in the production.


The musical tells the story of

the staff of a small newspaper that has news the townspeople really need—but no

way to tell them. It’s a
Christmas story full of
warmth, humor, and love.

Lots of familiar Providence
faces will be on stage (and
there may even be a few not
mentioned here, but you’ll
have to go to the show to

Nedra Bloom—Author,
composer, director, set
design, set construction,
lights, and programs
Adam Anderson—Set
construction
Don Bloom—Newspaper editor and set
construction
David Burtt—Reporter



Kelsey Fredelake—
Town resident



Ken Gadomski—Set
construction

W



Jan Neverdahl (former
Providence Choir director)—Musical director



Lori Seman—Reporter
and set construction

Performances are Friday–
Saturday, December 2–3, at
7:30 pm and Sunday,
December 4, at 2:00 pm. Seasonal refreshments will be
served during intermission.

They will
celebrate
your
abundant
goodness and
joyfully sing
of your
righteousness.
—Psalm 145: 7

This production is a fundraiser for the theater and
local food banks. For more
information and reservations, go to cctshows.com

orshIP
Lori Seman, Elder

Congratulations
To Pam and Kevin
Fredelake and Kelsey
Fredelake


November worship volunteers
Date
November 6

November 13

Liturgist
Pam Fredelake

Communion
Intinction
Nedra Bloom
Buck Bolton

Don Bloom

November 20

Jerry Williams

November 27

Tom Fletcher

Ushers
Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Mary Mastrangelo
Joan Rommes
Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
Debbie McLendon

Steve Crenshaw
Gene Crossley
Al Drinovsky
Jerry Esneul

Debbie Purvis
Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor
Betty Blakeman
Al Drinovsky
Michelle Nall
TBA
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On the birth of their
grandson and
nephew, Ethan
Conner Daniels,
son of Ashley and
Terry Daniels, on
October 23.

Condolences
To Curtis Andrews
and Family


On the death of
Curtis's godmother,
Agnes Edwards, on
October 22.

By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
The Spanish Trail District, of
which Troop 292 is one of
the 17 Troops, held its Camporee at Camp Pinetreat.
The theme of the Camporee
was “Iron Chef” with a focus
on food preparation and
competition.
One event required a scout
to get in the pool, place a
piece of bread on his head,
swim to the other end of the
pool, have mayo and mustard put on it, swim back to
the other end where ham
was placed on the bread,
back to the other end for lettuce and tomatoes, and then
back to the beginning for a
final piece of bread.

This was timed, and the winning patrol received points
toward the overall competitions. This was a lot of fun
and very funny. When the
bread fell off into the pool,
the swimmer had to start
over!
The weekend ended with a
cooking contest on Saturday
night. There were over 20
patrols competing. Some of
the foods included lasagna,
beef stew, beef soup, barbecue, spaghetti, chicken pot
pie—and a few dishes that
were disgusting! However,
most dishes were good.
Troop 292 at Providence
Presbyterian Church will
celebrate its 20th Anniversary on January 28, 2012, at
Creekwood Church of

Christ. The celebration will
begin at 5:30 pm. Providence
chartered the Troop in February of 1992, and the troop has
grown from 8 scouts to a high
of 62.

Carolina, and he will be with
us, too.

This celebration will be great
with all previous scoutmasters in attendance. Larry
Williams, one of Providence’s
previous members who now
lives near Austin, will return
to be with us. Doug Mulkey,
the first Scoutmaster and also
one of Providence’s previous
members, now lives in North

In November, the Troop will
travel to Pensacola to attend
the Blue Angels Homecoming Air Show. The troop will
camp at Big Lagoon Park.
This air show is a lot of fun
and will be enjoyed by all.

We hope to have many of
our Eagle Scouts in attendance. We also hope that
members of Providence
Your troop is well respected
will make reservations for
throughout the Council. With this event and help celebrate
your help, we provide an awe- not only the troop, but what
some program that enables
the church does to support
young boys to become respon- the troop. Reservation
sible and acquire leadership
forms will be available in
skills.
November.
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Thanks for your support of
the Troop.

November 2011
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe
6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

6
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

7
6:00 pm
Bible in 90 Days

11:00 am
Sunday School

2

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Women

Friday

Saturday

3

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

6:30 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

4
Church office
closed

5
10:00 am–
2:00 pm
Community Fall
Festival &
Youth Yard Sale

Barbara
Fitzpatrick
Steven
Fitzpatrick
Marlene Taylor

8
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

Thursday

Sharon
Crenshaw

9

10

11

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

Church office
closed

6:30 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Linda Crossley
Vada May Taylor

Myra Roebuck

Adria Mosley

12
All day
Habitat Interfaith
Build
9:00 am
Men’s Group
Renee Knowles

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

13
9:30 am
Worship

14
6:00 pm
Bible in 90 Days

11:00 am
Sunday School

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

12:10 pm
Session

20

21

9:30 am
Worship—
Communion
11:00 am
Soup and Salad
Luncheon

9:00 am
Operation
Christmas Child
shoeboxes due

12:00 noonish
Hanging of the
Greens

Buddy Low

27

16

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

6:30 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

6:00 pm
Bible in 90 Days

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Marksmen

18
Church office
closed

19
Gene Crossley

8:00 pm
Marksmen

22
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

17

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

November 13–20
IHN/Family
Promise at
Church of the
Redeemer

9:30 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

15
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

23
6:00 pm
Thanksgiving
Eve service—
Communion

24
Thanksgiving

25
Church office
closed

Church office
closed

26
9:00 am
Men’s Group
Jessi Gadomski
Amanda Neal

6:30 pm
Choir

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

28
6:00 pm
Bible in 90 Days

29
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

30

1

2

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

Church office
closed

6:30 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Benny Harden

Josh Mosley
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3
9:00 am
Live Nativity
costume
preparation
9:00 am
Men’s Group

P
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Bring a friend—
or two—or three

Community Fall
Festival
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