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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

Upward, inward, outward . . .

By Pastor Mark Renn
Over the past year, I have
had the privilege of observing, participating in, and
helping to lead the youth
ministry program at Providence. Throughout this
time, I have discovered
many exciting things about
the youth and adult leaders
of this church. The year
allowed me an ample
amount of time to understand the desires and needs
of our youth while at the
same time discovering their
unique gifts and the gifts of
their leaders.
Last winter, the Discipleship
Team studied and discussed
Practicing Discernment with
Youth: A Transformative Youth
Ministry Approach, a book by
one of my seminary professors, David F. White. One of
the goals of this discussion

was to help us discern which
aspects of our current youth
offerings we deemed successful and relevant and
which ones needed to be
reconsidered. One of the central arguments of White’s
text is that each congregation
owes it to itself to discern the
specific needs and desires of
its youth before simply
adopting a curriculum or
national youth ministry
model. He also reminds us
that when ministry functions
on multiple levels of engagement (students are fed

spiritually through service,
mission, fun, study, and
leadership), they are more
likely to remain disciples
once they “graduate” from
the youth group. This makes
for a more difficult job for the
leadership but provides better and more lasting results
in the lives of the youth.
This fall we are launching
two “new” and original
models for youth and elementary ministry at Providence Presbyterian Church.
I put “new” in quotations
because many of the familiar
and much-loved elements of
the previous program are
still present. We have, however, looked at our previous
ministry model and evaluated the elements that were
(See “Pastor” on page 2)

How can you help?
We need everyone to help
with dinners for Mobility.
(Ignition will be “catered.”)
This year we are asking for
volunteers to prepare and
serve a meal each week.
They will be reimbursed out
of the $3 per person meal
charge.This approach will
add excitement to mealtime
and accomplish intergenerational relationship building
between our youth and the
rest of the congregation.
Contact Nedra Bloom if you
are willing to prepare a meal.
(You can do it more than
once!)
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Children
Youth
By Nedra Bloom, Youth Elder

Fall activities for
children & youth
Youth activities take an exciting new format this fall—
Mobility for Junior and Senior
Highs from 5:30 to 7:30 pm on
Wednesdays and Ignition for
Elementary kids from 5:30 to
7:00 pm on Sundays.

Mobility
Mobility will begin with dinner, move into worship and
prayer time, continue with
small group Bible study, and
finish up with games.
Everything about Mobility is
designed to help our youth
take a step closer to God—
starting wherever they are and
moving upward toward God,
inward toward greater discipleship, and outward, reaching toward others with the
love of Christ.
In addition, Mobility is
designed to make it easier for
our Providence youth to bring
their friends. Instead of signing
(“Pastor,” from page 2)
We couldn’t have gotten to
this point without the guidance and leadership of the Discipleship Team, which has
worked hard to discern what is
best for the youth who are currently involved and those we
hope to bring into the fold!
Ever discerning, always stepping out in faith,

up and paying tuition for a
semester or a year at a time,
everyone will bring $3 each
week for supper.
Also, instead of having a
team of cooks who work
every Wednesday throughout the year, we’ll ask for
volunteers throughout the
congregation—not just
parents of the youth, but
also anyone else who would
like a chance to get to know
our young people. The dinner preparers will reimburse
themselves from the dinner
payments, with any leftover
money going to support
youth activities.

Ignition
On Sunday evenings, Elementary School children will
gather for Ignition, a program to switch on a highenergy faith and a chance to
get to know Jesus. Each
evening will include dinner,
games, singing, prayer time,
and Bible study. Older
youth, with adult supervision, will lead the elementary program, much the way
they help with Vacation
Bible School each summer.
Again, each participant will
just bring $3 for dinner each
week. That means it’s easier
to bring friends, without
asking them to make a longterm commitment. Pizza
will be served for dinner.

Sunday School
Sunday School will be coordinated with the evening
programs. Traditional

classes with lessons about
Jesus, the Bible, and the
church will be offered
for preschoolers and
Elementary-age children.
Middle School and High
School students will have a
mix of traditional lessons,
service projects, and planning for Ignition. In the
second semester, we’ll
offer the confirmation class
on alternate Sunday mornings—a schedule selected to
work with this year’s group
of ninth graders.
As always, we’re still looking for a few great teachers!
Please contact Liz Gross or
Nedra Bloom for more
information or for volunteer
opportunities.

Youth fall retreat

weeks to come and completing child protection training,
so we are qualified to work
with younger kids.
Then we’ll take a break for
some serious recreation time.
Make sure you bring a bathing suit and towel. And make
sure your parents sign a permission slip, so you can leave
the church for an adventure.
Back at the church, we’ll take
time for praise and prayer—
and snacks—before movies
and lights out. You’ll need a
sleeping bag and pillow, too.
Monday morning we’ll have
a light breakfast and conclude our retreat with praise
and prayer for the year
ahead. Please let Liz Gross
or Nedra Bloom know
whether you can attend.
Cost is $5.

It’s time to rev up for Mobil- Sunday School
ity. Junior and Senior Highs
are invited to a retreat at the and youth
church from 6:00 pm, Suncalendar
day, September 6, til 10:00
am, Monday, September 7.  Sunday, September 6–
Monday, September 7
Junior and Senior High
We’ll kick off the year with
retreat at church,
game time at 6:00 while par6:00 pm–10:00 am
ents meet to go over the
schedule, sign permission
slips, and ask any questions
they may have about the
new program.

 Sunday, September 13
Rally day—Kickoff for
Fall Christian Education
programs

As soon as the parent meeting is completed, youth and
leaders will settle down for
dinner. We’ll spend the early
evening on important matters—finding out what’s in
store at Mobility in the

 Wednesday, September
16
First night of Mobility,
5:30–7:30 pm
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 Sunday, September 20—
First night of Ignition,
5:30–7:00 pm

Summer fun with the Providence youth
(and the youthful at heart)

Upper left (front row, L–R): Dean Gross, Kelsey Fredelake, Joshua
Andrews; (middle row, L–R): John Curtis Andrews, Leah Andrews,
Myra Roebuck; (back row, L–R): Ken Gadomski, Wesley McRoy,
Lydia Gross, Matthew Renn, Allison Gross, Pastor Mark Renn •
Above right (clockwise from left): Pastor Mark Renn, John Curtis
Andrews, Ken Gadomski, Lydia Gross, Leah Andrews, Allison
Gross, Myra Roebuck, Kelsey Fredelake, Joshua Andrews, Wesley
McRoy.

Above: Matthew Renn. Right (L–R): Lydia Gross, Leah Andrews,
Joshua Andrews • Below (clockwise from left): Pastor Mark Renn,
Leah Andrews, Matthew Renn, Allison Gross, Frankie Garner,
Dean Gross, Kelsey Fredelake, Ken Gadomski • Below right:
Shane Finnegan tacks his picture on the Wall of Fame after
completing the POUNDER challenge at Cheeburger Cheeburger
• Photos by Stephanie Renn
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Stewardship
By Al Drinovsky,
Stewardship Elder

What is
Stewardship?

Providence’s
Stewardship
Program

Thanks to the
Anonymous Donor

Reprinted from the PCUSA
Office of Stewardship

This year Providence’s Stewardship Program will give
us some tools to help us
make these choices.

“Stewardship is about making choices, as individuals
and in community. It is more
than giving money to the
church. Stewardship is
about being faithful disciples, caring for and managing all that God has given us.

We will start with a study of
our spiritual gifts. This will
be in the form of three
churchwide Sunday School
classes—September 13, 20,
and 27. The annual Talent
Show will be on Saturday,
November 14.

“Stewardship is not just one
Spiritual Gifts Sunday
part of Christian discipleship; it involves every aspect School
of life in all the stages of life. The ministry of spiritual
gifts originates in the New
“Stewardship is the grateful Testament, commissioned
response to God’s grace and by Jesus Christ. After Jesus
goodness. It requires a conascended to Heaven, he sent
sideration of how our
the Holy Spirit to equip the
choices affect us and others, Church with power and
of how we can be good care- spiritual gifts, enabling his
takers of the created world,
disciples to continue carryand of how we can best serve ing out his ministry.
God as disciples of Christ. “

August 24, 2009

The New Testament
describes these gifts primarily in 1 Corinthians 12,
Romans 12, and Ephesians 4.
To determine which gift the
Lord has given you, please
plan on attending the Adult
Sunday School classes on
September 13, 20, and 27.
Jerry Williams will lead the
first two classes and Linda
Payne the third.

Annual Talent Show
The annual Talent Show will
be held on Saturday,
November 14. If you’d like
to be a part of this wonderful
event in any way, contact Al
Drinovsky.

Mortgage
reduction
About two years ago we set
a goal of reducing the mortgage principal by $10,000 a
year over 5 years. This
$50,000 reduction was above
the normal monthly payment reduction.
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On behalf of the entire congregation, the Session
expresses thanks to the
anonymous donor who
matched the donations of
the congregation and friends
of the congregation during
the drive to reduce the principal of the mortgage on the
building by $50,000.
Thanks to the aforementioned family, whose generosity allowed the donations
of others to go twice as far!
In just two years, we met the
original long-term goal.
Praise God! We’ve much to
be thankful for!
However, due to all of your
generosity, we completed this
challenge in just 2 years. I was
one of the skeptics who were
not sure we could make this
goal in 5 years, but all of you
have proved to me again that I
cannot put God in a box.
I personally would like to
thank every one of you who
helped us reach this goal.
However, even though we
have completed our goal, that
does not mean we have to stop
giving the planned $2 per person per week. Let’s reduce the
mortgage by another $50,000
in the next few years.

Book reviews by Ken Shaw

Celebration of Discipline
By Richard Forest
This highly acclaimed book on spiritual
growth is summed up in Foster’s statement, “The purpose of discipline is the
liberation from the slavery of self-interest
and fear.” Each chapter presents and
expands on a discipline.
The disciplines are grouped. The first he
calls the inward disciplines. These are
meditation, prayer, fasting, and study.
He then discusses the outward disciplines of simplicity, solitude, submission, and service. His last group includes
the corporate disciplines of confession,
worship, guidance, and celebration.
Foster uses many illustrations from his
own experiences and others that give
interest to the points he makes.
This work gives direction and hope
for a deeper life in Christ. It is definitely a book to keep and reread
periodically to keep on growing spiritually.

Experiencing
God
By Henry
Blackaby and
Claude King
Though coauthored,
this book

is written in the first person to give the
reader the idea that the authors are talking to him or her.
The subtitle reads “How to Live the
Full Adventure of Knowing and Doing
the Will of God.” The book’s main
notion is the time we spend with God
gives a relationship of love. We then
build trust to hear and comply with
His directions. Obedience is the gateway to blessing.
The authors give seven realities to
experience God:
1 God is working for Kingdom
growth.
2 He desires a love relationship with
us.
3 He has an assignment for each
believer.
4 He speaks through the Holy Spirit
and others.
5 He tests your faith.
6 Through faith we are to grow in Him.
7 Obedience brings personal results
and converts.
Blackaby and King tell interesting
stories of God’s blessing as they
responded to God’s directions. The
authors write from a Southern Baptist
point of view, so the fullness of the
Holy Spirit for miraculous manifestations is not mentioned. The book’s
expansion on Biblical concepts makes
it well worth the reader’s time.

The Life You’ve Always
Wanted
By John Oriberg
Oriberg, author and pastor in Illinois,
writes about spiritual transformation.
(See “Library” on page 7)
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Teen book review
Rachel’s Tears
By Beth Nimmo and Darrell
Scott
The shock of the school shooting at
Columbine of 13 students and a
teacher in April of 1999 caused the
nation to seek its cause. The legislators focused on gun control and
some factors other than spiritual
issues.
Rachel Scott was one of the victims. Written by Rachel’s mother,
father, and stepfather, this book
tells of her life leading up to her
murder and the impact her life has
had on young people since. Rachel
had her values partly shaped by a
number of Bible studies with her
father. A great source of inspiration and support came from a
church group. The book illustrates
her spiritual growth through
pages taken from her diary and
those she knew.
The book points up the need to be
ready to face tragedy with a relationship with God. This is a must
read for teens as it is convincing
how farreaching
the
impact of
one’s testimony
can go.

“Until the
Whole World
Hears” Tour
 Featuring
Casting Crowns
and Matt
Redman
 Thursday,
December 3,
7:00 pm
 Mobile Civic
Center

Fellowship
possibility
By Jeny Williams,
Fellowship Elder
Let’s join our Providence
friends and attend this event
together. Group tickets purchased in advance are
$20.00. Please let Betty
Montjoy (633–3103) or Jeny
Williams (633–5976) know if
you’re interested, and we’ll
get the tickets at the cheaper
rate.
Tickets go on sale Friday,
September 11, and we’ll
commit to a Sunday,
October 30, cutoff date,
hoping to get a group to
attend together.
This should be MOST
exciting . . . so come on.

(“Library,” from page 6)

bring about change.
Although most of the preHe is candid about his strugsented area is familiar, this
gle for a transformed life.
book is an encourager and
His analogy is of an emergmakes for enjoyable and
ing butterfly that is transhelpful reading.
formed through its struggle,
which enables it to fly. With
his many anecdotes, Oriberg Waking the Dead
presents many areas in
by John Eldridge
which Christians can grow.
The subtitle is “The Glory of
One is that of humility. He
gives an example of the need a Heart Fully Alive.” For a
to demonstrate one’s knowl- heart fully alive, it must be
in tune with God. Eldridge
edge. He suggests that the
says this can happen only in
cure is to concentrate on
quiet moments free of life’s
how to serve, thus shifting
demands. Our war is with
the focus to others.
busyness or belief God is
demanding what we are
The book is full of helpful
incapable of doing. When
statements that are worth
our heart tells us of loneness,
posting as reminders to

emptiness, or other hurting
message, he says to invite
Jesus to come into our area
of hurt and be freed with his
peace.
The small intimate group
may be needed to help identify the real heart issues. Eldridge claims the first church
was an example of the support allowing their hearts to
be fully alive.
The author’s candid
recounting of his life stories
makes for interesting reading. He succeeds in alerting
the reader to the possibility
of a heart full of the joy of
God.
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Donated books for
kids and teens


A Bug Collection



Every Young Woman’s
Battle



Gigi



The Power of Praying
Teens



Rachel’s Tears



Superhero Swamp



What is God Like?

Family Promise/IHN
Update
A letter from
Teressa Ramsey,
Executive Director,
Family Promise of
Coastal Alabama,
Inc.

seminars to both our IHN
families and Supportive Service cases free of charge to
Family Promise. Each
monthly seminar focuses on
Adult Roles and Responsibilities, giving parents an
opportunity to look at their
past, present and future cirDear Wonderful Volunteers,
cumstances. These seminars
are based in two books writCongratulations to two of
ten by Dr. Roberts, which are
our Interfaith Hospitality
specifically focused on
Network congregations that
addressing the needs, issues,
have recently welcomed
and concerns of low income
new ministers: Monnie
families and their children.
Anderson is serving Cottage
Hill Presbyterian Church,
We are following the Health
and Mark Renn is serving
Department’s recommendaProvidence Presbyterian
tions regarding H1N1. Some
Church!
of the Centers for Disease
Control’s recommendations
Please find attached inforinclude:
mation on our fourth annual
Cardboard City to be held
 Hand hygiene and
on Friday, October 30. This
respiratory etiquette—
is a great opportunity to
The new recommendaraise awareness of homeless
tions emphasize the
and to also raise funds to
importance of the basic
benefit homeless families.
foundations of influenza
prevention: stay home
One of our IHN mothers
when sick, wash hands
started a job yesterday
frequently with soap and
(Cassie)!
water when possible, and
cover noses and mouths
Three of our former IHN
with a tissue when coughfamilies (Yolanda, Nedra,
ing or sneezing (or a shirt
and Darrell) have been able
sleeve or elbow if no tisto sustain housing, so we are
sue is available). [See the
finishing their follow-up
sidebar for more details
and will be closing their
about hand hygiene from
cases soon.
the CDC.]
Two of our Supportive Service families will be moving
into housing this week.
Dr. David Roberts, President
and Clinical Psychologist for
ProKids, is offering monthly

 Routine cleaning—
School staff should routinely clean areas that
students and staff touch
often with the cleaners
(See “IHN” on page 10)

Guidelines from the Centers for
Disease Control
Hand hygiene
Influenza may spread via
contaminated hands or inanimate objects that become
contaminated with influenza viruses. CDC recommends that students and
staff be encouraged to wash
their hands often with soap
and water, especially after
coughing or sneezing. Alcohol-based hand cleaners are
also effective at killing flu
germs, but may not be
allowed in all schools.
If soap and water are not
available, and alcohol-based
products are not allowed in
the school, other hand sanitizers that do not contain
alcohol may be useful however, there is less evidence
on their effectiveness compared to that on hand washing and alcohol-based
sanitizers.
Schools should provide the
time needed for all students
and staff to wash their hands
whenever necessary, especially after coughing or
sneezing into hands, before
eating, and after using the
restroom. Soap, paper towels and sanitizers are critical
for proper hand hygiene and
should be readily available
in schools.
If it is necessary to provide
supervision to students as
they wash hands in rest
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rooms, schools should
consider timing and staffing as they plan for the
fall. Schools also should
educate families, students
and staff about the importance of good hand
hygiene and proper methods for cleaning hands.

Routine cleaning
The American Academy
of Pediatrics provides
guidance for school cleaning and sanitizing which is
appropriate for influenza.
Schools should regularly
clean all areas and items
that are more likely to
have frequent hand contact (for example, keyboards or desks) and also
clean these areas immediately when visibly soiled.
Use the cleaning agents
that are usually used in
these areas.
Some states and localities
have laws and regulations
mandating specific cleaning products be used in
schools. School officials
(See “CDC” on page 10)

Engagement with
the World

Cardboard City, a fund/
awareness raising event sponsored by Family Promise/
IHN. In preparation for the
event, we will be reading the
book Under the Overpass: A
Journey of Faith on the Streets in
America, by Mike Yankoski.

By Pastor Mark Renn
Question: Who is a member
of the Pastor’s Study?
Answer: No one!
From its very inception, the
Pastor’s Study was designed
to be a constantly changing
and growing group of Christians who wish to grow in
their understanding of faith
and the world. As such, the
goal was never to develop a
“core” group of participants,
but rather to provide a space
where people could commit
to short-term opportunities
for Christian education and
discussion. But, as is the case
with most groups, we have
developed a “core” group of
faithful attendees.
To my “core”: thanks for
your participation and continued involvement!

We will meet on three Tuesdays, September 15 and 29,
and October 13, at Panera
Bread at 6:00 pm to discuss the
book and our understanding
of the church’s role in the
homelessness issue.
To everyone else: Come join
the fun!
The Discipleship Team
talked about how we could
expand the group of attendees for the Pastor’s Study.
So this fall we are going to
pair the first Pastor’s Study
book discussion with an
upcoming mission event.
On October 30, youth and
adults from our congregation will be participating in

We are asking that everyone
committed to IHN, Family
Promise, or Cardboard City, or
who are otherwise interested,
join us for this discussion. We
are also asking all youth who
plan to participate in the Cardboard City event read the book
and come to the discussion.
The author of Under the Overpass, Mike Yankoski, is a man
in his twenties who committed
to live as a homeless person for
six months. He describes his

experience and how he
was received and rejected
by Christians and nonChristians alike. Mike spoke
at a youth conference I
attended in Texas, and the
youth and adults were really
affected by his story.
The author also has written a
30-day devotional along
these themes that may be
purchased for use in October
as the church prepares for
the Cardboard City event.
We will purchase the books
and ask that you email
pastor@providence-pc.org
to reserve your copy.

Cardboard City—Friday, October 30
The fourth annual Cardboard City is scheduled for
Friday, October 30. This
meaningful and fun event
helps raise awareness and
funds to benefit two worthwhile nonprofit organizations— Family Promise of
Coastal Alabama and Sybil
Smith Family Village.

tions provide shelter and
related services to homeless women and homeless
families with children!



Last year, 130 compassionate children, youth, and
adults from churches, busi- 
nesses, and civic groups
became “homeless” for the
night to help these organiza-

Where: Alabama
School of Math and
Science lot at the corner of Dauphin and
Ann Streets
When: Friday night,
October 30
How: Participants will
raise $100 per box in
sponsorships; 2 people or 1 parent with

small children can share
a box!
Beverages and a light but
warm meal will be provided.
Corporate
sponsorships
are also available for a donation of $300 per
box. Sponsors
will be recognized and listed
on all printed
materials.

• page 9 •

Registration forms are available at www.dumaswesley.
For more information, contact Heather (441–1991).

News Alert
From
The

Worship Team

By Mary Mastrangelo,
Worship Elder

must be retrieved and
replaced in the proper place.

Rolls of Fellowship

So, on to the new method to
be tried:

In order to make collecting
Roll of Fellowship sheets
1. Ushers collect all Roll of
consistent and efficient, the
Fellowship folders and
Worship Team is trying out
carry to the small table at
another method. The use of
the rear of the sanctuary.
the sanctuary for other activThere should be 21 foldities makes it a bit more difers: 20 from chairs and 1
ficult to keep track of the
from the multi-media
dark blue roll books. Chairs
desk.
are moved about and books
2. The ushers remove all
are put into pockets and
signed sheets and place

Men of
Providence

them on top of recycled
bulletins in the dark
wicker Tray-basket on
small table. (It’s not necessary to be concerned
about them getting
mixed in with other
material as Betty goes
through this basket on
Mondays).
3. The ushers place the blue
folders in the light-colored wicker basket with
handle, resting under the
small table. That’s it; the
ushers are finished.
(“IHN,” from page 8)
they typically use. Special
cleaning with bleach and
other non-detergentbased cleaners is not
necessary.

By Jerry Williams
A small but hearty group of men meet for fellowship
and study time every other Saturday, 7:00–8:00 am. This
fall we are going to study Galatians.

[See the sidebar for more
details about hand hygiene
from the CDC.]

If more men of the church would be willing and able to
attend, we are willing to meet at other times.

Please visit their website to
learn more information (18

Therefore, if you are interested in attending a time of
men’s fellowship and study, please answer the following two questions.

ww.adph.org/H1N1Flu/
index.asp?id=3571). We are
carefully monitoring the
families in our IHN.



What day(s) are best for you?



What time(s) are best for you?

Return your answers to these questions in the
offering plate or in person or by email to Curtis
Andrews (Fa_paladin@hotmail.com), Donnie
Garner (mkane@voase.org), Ken Gadomski
(kengadomski@comcast.net), Larry Montjoy
(bmontjoy@juno.com), or Jerry Williams
(ggsi@bellsouth.net)

A fall Host Coordinator’s
meeting is being planned—
TBA. Once I have the date
and location confirmed, I
will send an email.
Thanks to each of you for
serving our families! Please
do not hesitate to contact me
if you have any questions.
Blessings,
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4. Members of the Worship
Team or other helpers
will replace the folders on
the chairs each Sunday
morning.
We are counting on this
method to make the job easier
in the long run for all of us.
Feedback regarding this
change is welcomed by Pam
Garner or Mary Mastrangelo,
Worship Elders.

(“CDC,” from page 8)
should contact their state
health department or department of environmental protection for additional guidance.
Schools should ensure that
custodial staff and others
(such as classroom teachers)
who use cleaners or disinfectants read and understand all
instruction labels and understand safe and appropriate
use.
Instructional materials and
training should be provided in
languages other than English
as locally appropriate. CDC
does not believe any additional disinfection of environmental surfaces beyond the
recommended routine cleaning is required.
Reprinted from the Centers for

Who’s THAT in the
background?
the annual budget for the
church.

Editor’s note: This is the second
in a series of articles about those
dedicated people who quietly
work behind the scenes at
Providence, performing tasks
that many of us don’t even
know need to be done.

“We work well together as a
team,” she says of the financial
group.
Joanne doesn’t limit her
church activities to the financial side. She sings soprano in
the choir and serves as librarian for the music, and she
brings her skills as a master
gardener into many of the
landscaping issues that arise
around the church property.

Joanne Hayes
By Nedra Bloom
When Joanne and Graham
Hayes joined Providence
back in 1994, it coincided
very closely with a significant anniversary—the oneyear anniversary of Janet
Lambard’s term as bookkeeper for the church.
Janet had told organizing
pastor Brant Baker that she
would do the job for one
year, and as the date
approached, she reminded
him that it was time to find
somebody else.
That somebody was Joanne
Hayes. “You know how he
always wanted to get new
members involved,” she
recalled. And though she’s
not technically a bookkeeper, she brought years of

business office experience,
jobs that included accounts
payable, accounts receivable, payroll, and more.
Joanne has been at the job for
15 years now. Each Monday
morning, she teams up with
treasurer Gene Noce and
secretary Betty Blakeman to
handle the week’s finances.
“I don’t count money,”

Joanne said. “Bookkeepers
don’t count money.”
Instead, she checks
invoices, prepares checks
for the treasurer to sign, and
reconciles the books. Each
month, she prepares financial statements for the Session, so the Session knows
where the money has come
from and where it’s going
to. She also manages payroll taxes and helps prepare

What kind of bone are you?
The “body” of a church
has four kinds of bones:
1 The WISHbones are
those folks who spend
all their time wishing
someone else would do
all the work.

2 The JAWbones are those
who do all the talking
and very little else.
3 The KNUCKLEbones are
those who knock everything anyone else tries to
do.

4 The BACKbones are
those who get under
the load and get the
work done.
What kind of bone are
you?
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The gardening comes naturally for a self-described
“farmer’s girl” from Georgia,
where she attended high
school, took her first job, and
met her husband, Graham.
Graham’s career, first in the
Air Force and then as a civil
servant working for the Army,
took the family from Georgia
to Montana, Biloxi to Libya,
and finally to northern
Virginia.
When Graham retired, they
chose Mobile for their new
home because their daughter,
Leslie Westerberg, lives here.
They also have a son, John,
who lives in Florida, and five
grandchildren, including
Providence youth Katrina and
Amy Westerberg.
Graham and Joanne love to
travel, especially by car, so
they can check out any interesting spot along the way,
wherever their fancy takes
them.

Boy Scout Troop 292 Scoutmaster Update
By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
August has been a great
month! The troop camped at
Maubila Scout Reservation
in Jackson, AL. This campout focused on acquiring
skills with aquatic activities.
The scouts canoed, kayaked, tubbed, swam, and
sailed in the lake. In
addition, the
scouts used the
pool for many
hours of swimming. The purpose
of these activities
was to prepare for the
Fall Camporee on September 18-20.
At the Camporee, each
patrol will compete against
20 other patrols around the
Spanish Trail District. The
competition will include
canoe relays, kayak relay,
swim relay, tube relay, water
rescue, a fishing tournament,
bike relay, and an obstacle
course relay. This campout
allowed our scouts to
acquire skills using different
water craft and just to have
fun. My observations confirm that the scouting “Outdoor” program is working!
The scouts had a blast and
are now better prepared to
compete at the Camporee.
On Sunday morning we had
a church service that was
conducted by our troop
chaplain, Cam K.

consisted of hot homemade
brownies with ice cream on
top! These 5 scouts demonstrated Scout Spirit and “Service to Others.” The troop is
very proud of their efforts. We
are also appreciative of Providence Presbyterian Church for
providing us the opportunity
of this service to needy individuals.
September will be
an extremely busy
month for the
troop. It all starts
with Order of the
Arrow Elections on
September 1. The scouts
will elect their fellow scouts
into the Order of the Arrow.
The OA’s are an organization
with in scouting that provides
service to the Mobile Area
Council. They perform many
projects at Maubila Scout Reservation. Arrowmen, as they
are called, are among the “best
of the best” in scouting. Scouts
involved in the OA develop
leadership skills, assume
responsibility for projects, and
run the organization (not the
adults). Troop Elections will

be held on September 15.
The troop will elect a Senior
Patrol Leader, 2 Assistant
Senior Patrol Leaders, 6
Patrol leaders (1 for each of
the 6 patrols), and 6 assistant
Patrol Leaders. There are
also many positions that are
appointed by the Senior and
Assistant Senior Patrol
Leaders. These include Den
Chiefs, Quartermaster,
Scribe, Bugler, Instructors,
Troop Guides, Librarian,
Order of the Arrow Representative, and Historian.
These elected and appointed
positions are overseen by the
boy leaders, not adults. Each
scout has an opportunity to
develop leadership skills by
holding a position. Scouts
who are members of the
Order of the Arrow or held
positions on a regular basis
are usually the scouts that
advance and have the best
opportunity to become an
Eagle Scout.
The Troop Court of Honor
will be held on Tuesday,
September 22. The Court of
Honor is one of the most

The following Tuesday the
troop prepared food for 13
individuals in need. Food
was prepared by Stephen,
James G, Hunter, Chandler,
and Andrew. Mexican cuisine of Tacos and Spanish
rice was prepared. Dessert
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important ceremonies of the
troop. This is a time to recognize each scout for what he
has accomplished during the
last 6 months. He will be recognized for positions held,
rank advancements, merit
badges earned, and much
more. All parents and family
are strongly encouraged to
be in attendance.
Five scouts took a CPR
course at the church in
August. They included Thomas, Robbie, Max, James,
and Tyler. The 3 hour course
was taught by the Mobile
Fire Department. These
scouts are now CPR certified.
As you can see, your troop is
strong and continuing to
grow in number of scouts
but more importantly, in the
quality of the scout program.
Finally, the troop needs to
raise an additional $200 for
our DVD project. We have
received donations of $900
to this point. If anyone
wants to make a donation, it
will be appreciated.

Swimming

Diving

Sailing

Canoeing

Tossing Horseshoes

Tossing Watermelons

Chillin’
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Choir Notes
Choir 101: A
Collaborative
Choral Clinic

University of South Alathe new choir director at
bama as well as chorus mas- Cottage Hill Presbyterian
ter for the Mobile Opera and Church.

The Choir wishes to thank the
women of Providence, for providing two snacks and lunch.

Providence Choir members
received special training on
Saturday, August 22. Two
clinicians—Drs. Laura
Moore and Thomas Rowell—
both taught the choir special
warm-up and breathing techniques and then worked on
several pieces. The choir performed one of those pieces
the following day during
worship service.
Dr. Laura Moore is an Assistant Professor of Music and
the Director of Choral Activities at the University of
South Alabama.
Dr. Thomas Rowell is an
Assistant Professor of Music
and the director of the Opera
and Musical Theatre at the

Choir back row (L–R): Don Bloom, Philip Caro, Brian Gadomski, Donnie Garner, Ken Gadomski,
Chris Duncan; second row: Mattie Dean, Nedra Bloom, Jessi Gadomski, Jo Hayes, Laura Anderson,
Laura Fletcher, Carolyn Weaver, Kathy Wilkerson, Lori Seman; front row (L–R): Jan Neverdahl,
Sierra Edwards, Erica Watkins, Patti Hacker, Maria Gomez; front: Dr. Laura Moore.

Left: Dr. Thomas Rowell; Choir front row (L–R): Jan Neverdahl, Sierra Edwards, Erica Watkins, Patti Hacker, Maria Gomez; second
row (L–R): Mattie Dean, Nedra Bloom, Laura Anderson, Jo Hayes, Carolyn Weaver, Kathy Wilkerson, Lori Seman; third row (L–R):
Benny Harden, Philip Caro, Brian Gadomski, Donnie Garner, Ken Gadomski, Chris Duncan. Photos by Evelyn Watkins.
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Session activities
July 12 Stated
Session Meeting



Contributed by Gene
Crossley, Clerk of Session

Were informed that
donations of books
with special meaning
for the donors are
being sought for the
church library.



Were reminded by the
Worship Elder that it is the
responsibility of the Elder
of the Month to lock the
outside doors and set
the alarm after Sunday
services.



Received a request from a
church member to use
church property for courtordered meetings of a
domestic nature. Jeny Williams and Pastor Mark
will clarify the issues with
the member and report
back to the Session.



Were photographed as a 
group for the new pictorial directory.



Met with Ken Shaw, a
prospective member.



Approved a motion to
admit Ken Shaw to
membership by transfer
from Westminster Presbyterian Church.



Approved a motion to
set the dates of the last
two movies in the series
as Wednesdays, July 29
and August 5.



Received a thank-you
note from Bob and
Donna Ellis.



Discussed the matter of
the possible use of Providence’s facilities by a

Spanish-speaking congregation, which had
been tabled in June until
more information and
related concerns could
be identified and
answered. Matters
include disability issues
and the use of the media
and sound system as
well as issues of
accounting for in-kind
and other contributions
to specified projects. The
Building & Grounds
elders will follow up on
these matters.











Were informed that
Curtis Andrews has
replaced Irene Finnegan
as charter representative
to the Boy Scout Troop.
Received a letter from
American Tower Corporation concerning a proposal for a “lump sum
Lease Amendment.”
The Stewardship elder
will follow up with
American Tower Corporation and bring the
issue back to the Session.
Approved a motion to
approve the minutes of
the May 31 called meeting and the June 14
stated meeting.



Reviewed the church
calendar.



Reviewed the treasurer’s report as well as
six-month expenditures
compared to the budget.
Everything is progressing well.

Were informed that “go
live” of the new Providence web site awaits
only the youth report.
Approved a motion to
retain the existing
www.providencepc.org URL for now in
addition to the new
www.ppcmobile.org
URL.

Discussed the dates of
the last two movies in
the summer Pastor’s
Study Goes to the
Movies series.





Approved a motion to
round up contribution
to the Child Advocacy
Center be to $100.
Discussed individuals,
ordained or not, who

simply pay $3.00 for dinner. The leadership team
will ask for volunteers
from throughout the
congregation to prepare
dinners. They’ll be reimbursed from the money
received. We will not
need to purchase a
curriculum for this
program.

might preach in Pastor
Mark’s absence.

Received a preliminary
report on plans for the
Youth ministry for this
next year from the Youth
and Discipleship elders.
Youth group activities will
have a forward-motion
theme: “Ignition” for
elementary-age children
and “Mobility” for youth.
Mobility, on Wednesday
nights, will be for Junior
and Senior Highs only.
The program will start
with dinner at 5:30 pm,
followed by worship,
small-group Bible study,
and then recreation and
games.

Ignition, for elementaryaged children, will meet
Sundays, 5:30–7:00 pm,
and will include dinner
and a program, led by
youth from the Mobility
program with adult
supervision (similar to
what we’ve done in
VBS).


Were informed that the
Discipleship elder will
add several new facets
to our traditional Sunday School for youth,
including more service
projects, leadership
training for teens who
will be leading Ignition,
and Confirmation Class,
which will meet every
other Sunday during
Spring semester.



Were informed that the
Clerk of Session will
draft a letter of thanks to
an anonymous donor to
the debt reduction drive
for inclusion in the
newsletter.

There will be four Bible
study groups, one each for
Junior High boys, Junior
High girls, Senior High

boys, and Senior High
girls. Each week’s lesson
will be based around
study questions that Pastor Mark will prepare
based on his message dur
ing worship time.

Were informed that the
Clerk of Session will
update and distribute
the Nuts & Bolts to Session members.
Were informed by the
Stewardship elder that

Instead of paying a semes(See “Session” on page 16)
ter fee, participants will
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News

from
the pews

Come support our youth on the field
John Curtis Andrews,
Davidson High School
Varsity Football Team
(offensive lineman,
#76)
James Hacker,
Davidson High School
Band (pit)



Friday, September 25,
7:00 pm, vs McGillToolen (Lipscomb Field)



Friday, October 2,
7:00 pm, vs Theodore
(Lipscomb Field)



Saturday, October 10,
7:00 pm, vs Williamson
(Ladd-Peebles Stadium)



Friday, September 4,
7:00 pm, vs Blount
(Lips-comb Field)



Friday, October 16,
7:00 pm, vs Bryant
(Bryant)



Friday, September 11,
7:00 pm, vs MGM
(MGM)



Thursday, October 22,
7:00 pm, vs Murphy
(Lipscomb Field)

Friday, September 18,
7:00 pm, vs Baker
(Baker)



Thursday, October 29,
7:00 pm, vs. BC Rain
(Lipscomb Field)



Graduation congratulations

Leah Andrews,
Davidson Junior
Varsity
Cheerleaders


Check with Leah on
Freshman and Junior
Varsity Football game
times

Lydia Gross,
Baker High
School Band
(saxophone)




Friday, September 4,
7:00 pm, vs Murphy
(Baker)
Friday, September 11,
7:00 pm, vs Theodore
(Theodore)

(“Session,” from page 15)

Lizzy Benefield

Courtney Duncan

Lizzy Benefield
received her
Bachelor’s
degree from
Troy University
(Troy, AL)
this summer.

Courtney Duncan will be
graduating with a degree in
cosmetology from Charles
Academy of Beauty Culture
(Mobile) at the end of September. She will be working
as a stylist and colorist at
Hair Masters Salon.

the Stewardship drive is
planned for November.


Were informed that the
Evangelism elder’s top
priority for now is to
revive the outreach to
first-time visitors.



Were informed that
Pam Garner has agreed
to serve as a Shepherd
in the Shepherding
Ministry.



Were informed by the
Building & Grounds
elders that programmable thermostats have
been ordered.



Were informed by the
Building & Grounds

Art opportunity
Ken Shaw will be teaching
an Acrylic Painting class at
Providence Senior Center at
35 Cody Road South.

Cost is $5.00 per class for
Providence Senior Center
members and $10.00 per
class for non-members.

The class will meet for six
weeks, beginning on Monday, September 14, 9:3011:00 am.

For more information and a
list of supplies, contact
Peggy Gomez (544–4480).
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Friday, September 18,
7:00 pm, vs Davidson
(Baker)



Friday, September 25,
7:00 pm, vs Robertsdale
(Baker)



Friday, October 2,
7:00 pm, vs Williamson
(Ladd-Peebles Stadium)



Friday, October 9,
7:00 pm, vs Bryant (Baker)



Friday, October 16,
7:00 pm, vs Blount
(Blount)



Friday, October 23,
7:00 pm, vs MGM (MGM)



Friday, October 30, 7:00
pm, vs. Satsuma (Baker)
elders that the long payback period for solar panels makes their installation
impractical for now.

Answer to last month’s who’s washing
the dishes?
Actually, it was a trick question. There are really two kind
individuals helping to clean up following one of the Youth
Fundraising Dinners at Vacation Bible School in June.

Back-to-school doubleheader
These two pictures were taken at a youth outing at
Cheeburger Cheeburger in July.

Who’s eating ALL those fries?

(L–R): Lucille
Williams and
Debbie Smith
Who’s being eaten by that hamburger?

?
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Schweitzer’s
glad and willing
heart
Albert Schweitzer (1875–
1965) was a German-French
physician, Christian theologian, musician, author and
philosopher who spent
many years as a medical
missionary in West-Central
Africa. In 1953 he received
the Nobel Peace Prize.
When Schweitzer died,
writer Norman Cousins
penned a tribute to this
Renaissance man. He mentioned Schweitzer’s prolific
use of his many talents.

Worship service volunteers schedule
By Mary Mastrangelo, Worship Elder
Date
September 6

Liturgist
Tom Fletcher

September 13

Pam Fredelake

September 20

Jerry Williams

September 27

Nedra Bloom

Communion
Intinction
Valerie Harden
Graham Hayes

Ushers
Joan Rommes
Buck Bolton
Bill Berry
TBA
Jerry Williams
Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Gene Crossley

Mary Mastrangelo
Betty Montjoy
Don Purvis
Aggie Roebuck

Toward the end of his article, Cousins wrote, “But
beyond these explanations,
it seems to me there is something else about Schweitzer.
The best way I can say it is
that somehow or other, he
seemed to understand what
God wanted from him, and
he responded with a glad
and willing heart.”
As Schweitzer explained:
“The only ones among you
who will be really happy are
those who have sought and
found how to serve.”
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Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor
Mary Mastrangelo
Betty Blakeman
Michelle Nall
Al Drinovsky
TBA

September 2009
Sunday

9:30 am
Worship

Monday

30

Tuesday

31

Gloria Payne

11:00 am
Potluck
luncheon
No Sunday
School

Wednesday

1

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

Thursday

2

7:00 pm
Choir

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health

Friday

3

Church office
closed

Saturday

4

6

7

Labor Day
Church office
closed

6:00 pm–10:00 am
Monday
Jr./Sr. High
Retreat

8

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292
Sue Drinovsky

6:30 pm
Worship Team

9

7:00 pm
Choir

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health

5

5:30 pm
the Well

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

7:00 am
Men’s Group

10

11

Church office
closed

12

Marie Cross

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting
Lamar Fuller

No Sunday
School

13

9:30 am
Worship—Rally
Day

14

Amy Westerberg

11:00 am
Sunday School

20

21

9:30 am
Worship—
Communion
11:00 am
Sunday School
5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

27

11:00 am
Sunday School
5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

15

6:00 pm
Pastor’s Study at
Panera Bread

12:10 pm
Session meeting

9:30 am
Worship

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

22

28

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

16

7:00 pm
Choir
Betty Montjoy

23

5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility
7:00 pm
Choir

Dean Gross

Buck Bolton
Justine Paige

5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

29

6:00 pm
Pastor’s Study at
Panera Bread

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health

17

30

7:00 pm
Choir

Myrna Andrews
Jack Crenshaw
Hurd Finnegan
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18

7:00 am
Men’s Group

19

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

24

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

TBA
Game Night

25

Mary
Mastrangelo

26

Church office
closed

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

Church office
closed

Sierra Edwards
Melodi Hacker

1

Church office
closed

2

7:00 am
Men’s Group
5:30 pm
the Well

3

P
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